
Birch Copse Primary School – Learning Parameters 

Art & Design – 2D Year 4 Autumn 

 

Artist Nationality Born Died Art Movement 

Bridget Riley British 1931 n/a Op Art 

 

Who was Bridget Riley? What is Op art? 
 Born in London 

 Moved to Cornwall when World War 2 started 

 Inspired by the sea and waves and how the sunlight 
made it change colour throughout the day 

 Inspired by the pointallism art movement – Seurat in 
particular and his scientific ideas about colour in art 

 Op art is short for ‘optical art’.  

 The word optical is used to describe 
things about how we see 

 Artists put colours, shapes, patterns and 
lines together in clever ways to trick the 
eye 

 These are known as ‘optical illusions’ 

 It can make an image look 3D or like it is 
moving 

 

Famous paintings 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

And ‘Hesitate’ 1964 

 

Skill focus/ journey 
The Final Piece 

Outcomes Parameters 
 Experiment with creating simple optical illusions 

 Copy some of Bridget Riley’s work 

 Design and produce own optical illusion work 

 Trial and peer evaluation of the final piece 

  

An Op Art 
inspired black 
and white (or 
different colour) 
drawing in pen  

 Not a copy of the example 

 Use pen on paper 

 Must be carefully drawn  

 Must be carefully shaded 

 Must show an optical 
illusion 

 


