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Settlement type Description Local examples Specific example 

Hamlet 

 

A very small settlement. It 
is rural and does not have 
a church. Usually has a 
population of less than 
100. 

 Chapel Row 

 Pingewood 

 Lower 
Padworth 

Burghfield Bridge 
Population: 200 
Public amenities: Pub 

Village 

 

A small settlement, 
sometimes with a church 
and small shops. Usually 
in rural areas but may be 
joined to an urban area. 
Usually has a population 
between 100 and 10,000. 

 Tilehurst 

 Theale 

 Purley on 
Thames 

 Bradfield 

 Sulham 

Pangbourne 
Population: 3,000 
Public amenities: 
Parish hall, churches, 
shops, primary school, 
railway station 

Town 

 

A settlement with lots of 
houses, shops and other 
public amenities. A town 
may have a local council 
or a market square. Can 
have a population 
anywhere between 1,000 
and 100,000. 

 Reading 

 Henley on 
Thames 

 Windsor 

 Thatcham 

Newbury 
Population: 41,000 
Public amenities: 
Racecourse, churches, 
library, theatre and 
cinema, a museum 

City 

 

A city is a large urban area 
where lots of people live 
close to each other. There 
are often lots of shops 
and public amenities in a 
city. Usually has a 
population over 100,000. 

 Southampton 

 Portsmouth 

 London 

 Salisbury 

Oxford 
Population: 150,000 
Public amenities: 
University, Museums, 
cathedral, shopping 
centres, libraries, 
museums and galleries. 

 

Key Vocabulary  Key Vocabulary 

Rural The countryside.  

Settlements 

A settlement is a place where people live. It can 
consist of a single house or a group of homes. 
Settlements can contain different types of 
housing, parkland, shops and factories. 

Suburban The outer parts of the city.  

Population 
The number of people living in a 
certain area 

 

Public 
amenities 

Useful or pleasant services or 
facilities that can be used by 
anyone 

 Urban 
An area where a large amount of people live near 
to each other. Urban areas have lots of buildings 
and roads. 

 

Real-Life Outcomes Key Skills  

“Estate Agent” 
Design an Estate Agent Poster to sell a house in one 
of these types of settlement – including information 
learned 
 OR 
Write about the differences between  two of these 
types of settlement 

 Use four-figure grid references to locate some of these 
settlements on a map 

 Use symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey 
maps) to locate and plot some of the places and features 
they have learned about. 

 


