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Timeline   Key Vocabulary 
1570 The Pope excommunicates Queen Elizabeth I  

 

Catholic A form of Christianity. Based in Rome, Italy 

1588 Britain defeats the Spanish Armada Church Of 
England 

A form of Christianity which broke away 
from the Catholic church 1601 Two small plots by some Catholics against the 

government both fail.  

 

Excommunicate No longer allowing someone to be part of 
the Catholic Church March 

1603 
James VI of Scotland becomes James I of England and 
Ireland as well, becoming the first King of Great Britain. Government A group of people who  

Jan 
1604 

King James makes Catholics attend Church of England 
services and makes Catholic priests leave the country  

Gunpowder A chemical that explodes if set alight 

House of Lords One of the two parts of Parliament 

Feb 
1603 

Robert Catesby meets Thomas Wintor and Jack Wright to 
begin discussing the plot.  

 

Parliament The building in London where the 
government meets  

Apr 
1604 

Guy Fawkes joins the plot as an explosives expert Plot A secret plan to do something – usually 
against the law or harmful to others 

May 
1604 

The plotters, along with Thomas Percy, meet at the Duck 
and Drake pub. They all promise to keep the plot secret. 

 

Pope Leader of the Catholic church. 
Pseudonym A fake or false name used  by a person, 

often to hide their true identity 1604 Thomas Percy rents a house near Parliament, hiring Guy 
Fawkes as a servant with the pseudonym ‘John Johnson’ Spanish 

Armada 
130 Spanish ships that were sent to attack 
England. Dec 

1604 
Thomas Bates and Kit Wright, join as the plotters dig a 
tunnel from Guy Fawkes’ home under the House of Lords.   

Treason A crime against your own country, King or 
Queen or Government Mar 

1605 
Thomas Percy rents a vault directly under the House of 
Lords so the gunpowder is moved there. Guy Fawkes 
moves the gunpowder at night to avoid being noticed.  

Vault A large underground room 

Key people 

Oct 
1605 

Lord Monteagle receives a letter warning him not to 
attend the opening of Parliament on 5th November.  

King James I  He was the King of Scotland who later 
became the first King of Britain.  

1st Nov 
1605 

The King is warned of the plot and sees the letter. The use 
of the phrase ‘terrible blowe’ makes them suspect the use 
of gunpowder.  

 
Robert Catesby  The leader of the plotters who started the 

plan to blow up the Houses of Parliament 

Thomas Percy  The man who gave the plotters access to 
the house near Parliament and the vault 
under the House of Lords. 

4th Nov 
1605 

The vaults below Parliament are searched and a large 
amount of fire wood is discovered. 

 

5th Nov 
1605 

A second search is ordered, Guy Fawkes is arrested as he 
is found with fuses and matches and taken to the King for 
questioning. They also find 36 barrels of gunpowder  

Guy Fawkes The explosive expert whose job it was to 
light the fuse to blow up Parliament. 

 

6th Nov 
1605 

The other plotters flee to the Midlands to hide in 
Holbeche House 

8th Nov 
1605 

The Sherriff of Worcestershire arrives with 200 men. In 
the battle, Catesby, Percy and the Wright brothers die. 
The rest are captured and taken to the Tower of London.  

Nov 
1605 

Guy Fawkes confesses under torture as does Thomas 
Wintor implicating all the remaining plotters  

27th Jan 
1606 

The eight remaining plotters are all found guilty of 
Treason and sentenced to death. 

 

31st Jan 
1606 

The plotters are all hung, drawn and quartered, in public 
executions to scare others from doing something like this. 

 

  

 
Key Questions 

 Why were the plotters unhappy? Why did they decide to do 
it? 

 Why did the plot not succeed? 

 What was the legacy of the plot, did anything change 
because of the plot? 
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