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Florence Nightingale  Edith Cavell 

Who was she? When? Photo  Who was she? When? Photo 

A nurse who helped turn 
war hospitals from 
crowded and dirty to clean 
and safe. 
She helped make the job of 
a nurse very important. 

Born  
12th May 

1820 
Died 

13th August 
1910 

 

 A brave nurse during 
World War I who 
cared for soldiers from 
both sides of the war 
and helped 200 
escape. 

Born  
4th December 

1865 
Died 

12th October 
1915 

 

Timeline   Timeline 

1844 Decided to become a nurse. Her parents did not 
want her to. They thought she should not work 
and become a housewife 

 
1896 Edith trains to be a nurse 

1907 Edith moves to Belgium as the person in charge 
of a school to train nurses. Edith does a really 
good job. 1853 The Crimean War begins.  

 

1854 Florence travels to Crimea and saw that the 
hospitals for soldiers were crowded and dirty. 
Soldiers had no beds or blankets, no clean water 
or fresh food to eat! More soldiers were dying in 
these hospitals than from fighting 

1914 World War I begins 

1914 Edith’s school was turned into a hospital to care 
for wounded soldiers. Edith treated all the 
soldiers, even if they were fighting for the enemy! 

 

1854 Florence changed this by making hospitals clean, 
giving soldiers warm blankets and hot food. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Edith with some of the nurses she trained 

Hospitals before Florence                Hospitals after Florence 1915 Edith helped more than 200 soldiers to escape 
using a secret tunnel under her hospital.  1856 Florence goes home to England. She visits Queen 

Victoria to tell her about the poor conditions in 
military hospitals. The queen agrees to change 
this and make them better 

 

1915 In August, the tunnel was found by German 
soldiers and she was arrested. In October 
12th she was killed. 

1860 Florence opens the Nightingale Training School 
to train nurses 

The wars 

Crimean War Russia Vs UK, France & others  

1907 Florence becomes the first women to be 
awarded the Order of Merit by the Queen 

World War I A huge war between lots of countries 
including UK & France and Germany  

Key Vocabulary  Key Questions 

Medicine A drug or treatment to try and heal or prevent 
a disease or illness  

Key Questions 

 Why do people still remember both these people 
today? 

 What was similar and different about their lives? 

 If you could meet both of these people what question 
would you like to ask them and explain why? 

Nurse A person trained to take care of the sick or ill 

Disease An illness that makes a person feel unwell  

Crimea An area between Russia and Ukraine  

Training Teaching a person a particular skill  

War Two or more countries fighting each other  

Hospital A place where injured or sick are looked after  
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