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Timeline   Key Vocabulary 
400 BC First kites were invented in China.   

 
Aeroplane  A powered flight machine with fixed 

wings. 1485 Leonardo Da Vinci invented the 
Ornithopter - a wing flapping 
aircraft but it did not fly. 

 

Astronaut A person who travels into space. 

Flight A journey through the air. 

1783 First hot-air balloon flight (with a 
duck, sheep and a chicken). 

Glider An aeroplane with no engine. 

Hot-air 
balloon 

A large balloon fill with hot air that 
people can travel in. 1797 First parachute jump from a hot-

air balloon by Andre J Garnerin. Helicopter A power flight machine with rotors. 

1804 George Cayley invents the glider.   International 
space station 

Like a satellite that people can visit 
and stay in. 1849 The first glider flight carrying a 

person (a 10 year old boy) also 
invented by George Cayley. 

 

Invented A person who creates something for 
the first time. 

1903 The Wright brothers invented 
the first aeroplane.  

Passengers Someone who travels in a vehicle. 

Satellite A machine in space that travels 
around the earth. 1907 Paul Cornu invented the first 

helicopter. 
 

Space age When humans started exploring 
space.  1910 The first Passenger flights took 

place. 
 

Travel  When you go from one place to another, 
often somewhere that is far away. 1927 Charles Lindberg flew non-stop 

across the Atlantic Ocean. 
 

 

Key people 

1932 Amelia Earhart first solo flight 
across the Atlantic Ocean. 

 Amelia 
Earhart 

The Wright Brothers 

Their first aeroplane 
flight lasted 12 seconds First person 

to fly over 
the Atlantic 
on their 
own 

1933 Boeing 247 made its first flight 
with 10 passengers. 

 
 

1957 The Space Age begins when the 
first satellite, Sputnik 1 launches. 

 

 

 Sputnik 2 takes the first animal 
around earth – Laika the Dog. 

Tim Peake  Neil 
Armstrong 

 

 1961 Yuri Gagarin becomes the first 
human to go into space. 

First British 
person in 
space 

First 
human to 
walk on 
the moon 

1969 Neil Armstrong becomes the first 
human to walk on the moon. 

 
 

1969 The first Concorde flight.  Key Questions 

2000 The International Space Station is 
used for the first time. 

 
• Why did people start to use flight as a method of 

travel? 
• Why is air travel so popular now? 
• From what we know now what will be the next 

development in flight? 

2003  The last Concorde flight. 

 

 2007 Airbus A380 was launched – 
largest passenger aeroplane. 

2015 Tim Peake. The first British 
astronaut at the International 
Space Station. 

 
 

 The 
SpaceX 
rocket 

 

2020 SpaceX become the first private 
company to send humans into 
space  
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