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Commemorative Medals Poll 

  
Purpose of the Poll 
This poll is intended to achieve a consolidated and agreed outcome from all our members to 
finalise the mandate for the wearing of the following commemorative medals at official Veterans 
Remembrance Parades and Events: 

• South African Service Cross 
• SAMVOA Veterans Medal (previously the ANZAC Commemorative Medal) 

Currently, the SAMVOINT Dress Regulations (version 4 dd 1 April 2019) make provision for the 
abovementioned Commemorative Medals to be worn on the right chest under certain 
conditions, in conjunction with Gazetted Service Medals worn on the left chest. 

However, the commemorative medals are no longer available and will not be reproduced due 
to low interest (based on a recent survey to our Regions) and high production costs. 

Over the years, SAMVOA has received a fair amount of criticism from its own members and 
from other Veteran Organisations, for incorporating the wearing of commemorative medals into 
the Dress Regulations. A survey was conducted in 2019 to remove the Commemorative medal 
clause and the motion was carried.  

However, some members who had purchased their commemorative medals felt that the process 
had been rushed and they had not been properly consulted. The proposal for a new survey was 
presented and agreed to at the Annual Business Planning Meeting in October 2019. 

In order to align all members with one agreed and accepted approach and enable the Executive 
to amend and ratify the Dress Regulations accordingly, this poll seeks the outcome of a majority 
vote as follows: 

• FOR:  Members in favour of retaining Commemorative Medals as part of the 
   SAMVOINT dress code  

• AGAINST: Members in favour of removing Commemorative Medals as part of  
  the SAMVOINT dress code 

 

 



 
 
 

2 
Commemorative Medals Poll – February 2020 

The table below addresses both approaches and members are invited to consider which opinion 
best represents their objective and independent views. 

An invitation to vote will be sent to all members following distribution of this poll and will be 
managed via an independent, unbiased process using SurveyMonkey to gather votes.  

Based on the outcome of the vote, the Dress Regulations and approach to Commemorative 
Medals will be finalised and ratified once and for all. 

Changes after this process has concluded will follow due process for SAMVOINT Constitutional 
amendments. 

FOR AGAINST 

Members have purchased the medal based 
on the fact that they met the eligibility criteria 
at the time of purchase. 

Medals are no longer available which is 
deemed unfair to new members who meet 
the eligibility criteria to wear them. 

Members have a deep sense of pride and  
commitment to SAMVOINT and this is further 
demonstrated through the display of these 
medals on their uniforms  

Focus is on “Remembrance” rather than on 
the number and variety of medals and other 
insignia that is displayed on the uniform.  

These medals are purchased, not earned. 

The wearing of Commemorative medals 
instils a sense of comradeship and unique 
identity which members feel sets them apart 
from the rest. 

Commemorative medals diminish the value 
and associated respect generated by officially 
awarded service medals.  

The approach of “Less is More” strengthens 
the significance of official service medals 
worn. 

The option to wear these medals on Dress 
1A, or not, should be an individual choice, if 
worn in accordance with the current Dress 
Regulations.         

Current Dress Regulations do permit 
commemorative medals, provided they are 
not worn together with officially awarded 
medals. The Regulations should be amended 
to exclude commemorative medals. Those 
members who have them may display them 
in picture frames and decorative boxes along 
with other memorabilia in their own homes 
and/or places of work. 
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