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INTRODUCTION 
This document serves as a guideline to those who are interested in participating alongside 
SAMVOA in the annual ANZAC Day celebrations conducted in Melbourne, Victoria, 
Australia. 
 
All SAMVOA members and non-members participate in honour of relatives, extended family 
members and/or their own military service in their capacity as a previously serving, or in 
remembrance of, a deceased member of the South African military and statutory forces 
during the conflicts involving South African Armed forces. 
 
This document contains all the necessary information pertaining to dress, discipline, 
conditions for participation, and the appropriate SAMVOA representative contact details for 
those who may consider marching alongside SAMVOA on this important day in the ANZAC 
Commemorative Calendar. 
 
 

PRE-ANZAC DAY ACTIVITIES 
 
 
The Waverley RSL organises a commemorative march every year preceding Anzac Day, 
which involves all RSL members, including SAMVOA Victoria.  
 
This year, the Waverley RSL Commemorative march is on Sunday 14 April at 09h30. 

As resident members of Waverley RSL, SAMVOA members regularly attend this march to 
demonstrate our appreciation for the RSL’s continued support to us.  

SAMVOA executives lay a wreath at the Cenotaph, as has become a tradition over the past 
several years. 

We encourage all new members and those members who may not have marched with 
SAMVOA in the Waverley RSL ANZAC March parade before, to join us for this 
commemorative service. It is the ideal opportunity to sort out your dress requirements, meet 
the team and brush up on your marching/drill skills. 
 
For those members who are available after the event, we meet up at the RSL for a drink and 
some socialising. 
 
Contact Veteran Andre van der Berg at andre@michaelona.com.au for all the details. 
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ANZAC DAY ACTIVITIES 
 
Activity 1: Dawn Service 

Date:  Thursday 25 April 2019 

Location: Shrine of Remembrance, St Kilda Road, Melbourne, VIC 

The Dawn Service is the iconic highlight of ANZAC Day. Numbers attending this service 
grow every year and it is an event that you have to be a part of to truly appreciate the 
profound impact of this day on military history and the deep connection to the ANZAC spirit. 

SAMVOA members attend the Dawn Service as a group at around 04h30. 

 

Contact Veteran Andre van der Berg at andre@michaelona.com.au for all the details. 

 

  

Image Credit : ABC News (abc.net.au) 
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Activity 2: ANZAC Day March 
Date:  Thursday 25 April 2019 
Location: Flinders Street Station to the Shrine of Remembrance, Melbourne, VIC 

The ANZAC Day march is the highlight of the SAMVOA event calendar and all regions 
across Australia and New Zealand participate in the various marches and commemorative 
ceremonies in their respective towns and cities. 

Note:  Be advised that all roads in Melbourne inner city are closed off after the Dawn 
Service. It is recommended that you use public transport to and from the city for the ANZAC 
march later in the day. 
 
Order of March – SAMVOA Veterans 
Members will be placed in the platoon by the SAMVOA Drill Master, who will also appoint the 
Banner Carriers and Flag Bearer. 
 
All members will walk at their own pace from the Step off Point in Swanston Street until 
reaching St Kilda Road. From that point, instructions from the SAMVOA Drill Master will be 
followed by all members and we will proceed as a drill platoon from St Kilda Road along the 
800m stretch to the Shrine of Remembrance. 
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Order of March – Non-Veterans 
RSL regulations state: “Only a descendant of an Australian, Commonwealth or Allied 
Veteran AND who is wearing the campaign medals of their forebears on their right 
chest” is eligible to march. Furthermore, only one descendant may march in honour of each 
forebear.   

All non-veterans will fall in behind the SAMVOA Veteran platoon and may choose to either 
walk at their own pace, or walk to the time as called out by the Drill Master. 

Be mindful of the pace when ascending the stairs at the Shrine of Remembrance. While 
walking within the parade, please do not break from the group to take photos or greet family 
and friends.  

 
Spectators, Supporters and Non-Veteran March Participants 
 
For the best vantage point along the march columns, follow the SAMVOA procession along 
the Eastern (Botanical Gardens) side of St Kilda Road.  
 
Once the ANZAC Parade commences, the public must avoid crossing through the 
procession. Event marshals and police will advise when and where you may cross (if at all). 
It is best to take the underpass under the Princes Bridge to cross from the West to East side 
of St Kilda Road.  
 
Barriers at the parade area in front of the Shrine will prevent spectators from accessing the 
area, but all are invited to meet up with the platoon where the march terminates on the 
eastern side of the Shrine off Birdwood Avenue. 
 
Spectators and supporters are invited to join in the photo session following the formal photo 
shoot of the SAMVOA Veteran and Non-Veteran platoon.  
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Activity 3: ANZAC Day Lunch 
Date:  Thursday 25 April 2019 

After the march, tradition has it that all SAMVOA members, family and friends, meet for 
lunch at the Bells hotel. 

At the lunch, all new members will receive the SAMVOINT Commemorative Medal in 
recognition of their first ANZAC Day march.   

New members who did not receive the SAMVOINT Commemorative Medal after their first 
march, may purchase the medal prior to the lunch event to ensure that your medal is 
officially presented to you on the day.  

Qualifying members will be presented with the 5-year and 10-year ANZAC march clasps 
during the medal award ceremony as well.  

Lunch bookings 
The seating capacity at the Bells Hotel is limited and members are advised to book early 
with SAMVOA to avoid disappointment. 

Bookings are required NO LATER THAN Thursday 11 April 2019. 

Contact Veteran Andre van der Berg at andre@michaelona.com.au for all the details on the 
activities and arrangements for ANZAC Day. 
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UNIFORM / DRESS 
As with any organisation, SAMVOA is immensely proud of its uniform and it is an integral 
part of our identity. It is instantly recognisable and has been a source of pride for our 
Veterans and spectators alike. When members wear this uniform, they are expected to 
conduct themselves as per the discipline and expectations of SAMVOA. 

Veterans in SAMVOA kit on Parade 
Dress regulations are available on the SAMVOINT website and must be adhered to when 
wearing any item of SAMVOA branded apparel. Please ensure that you familiarise yourself 
with these regulations which can be found here https://www.samvoint.org/dress/dressinfo on 
our website. 

Contact Veteran Andre van der Berg at andre@michaelona.com.au for any further uniform 
information. 

Delivery of your items could typically take a week or two, so please bear this lead time in 
mind when planning events where you may need to wear uniform.   
 

Veterans without SAMVOA kit on Parade 
 
All veterans (men and women) who participate in the march for the first time and do not have 
SAMVOA kit, will fall in at the rear of the SAMVOA platoon. Dress for veteran participants 
includes the following: 

• Black / Navy Blazer / Jacket 

• White business shirt 

• Navy / black tie 

• Charcoal/Dark grey trousers (women may choose to wear a charcoal skirt) 

• Black flat shoes (men and women) 

Non-Veteran Participant Dress 
Non-veteran participants honouring family or friends who served in South Africa’s Defence 
Forces walking behind the SAMVOA platoon are requested to dress in a manner that 
respectfully honours fallen and living veterans, including current serving members of the 
Australian Armed Forces participating in the march. 

No denim jeans, torn clothing, flip-flops or similar casual clothing is permitted. Ladies are 
requested to wear flat shoes to safely navigate the tram tracks on St Kilda Road and the 
stairs and lawn at The Shrine.  
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SAMVOA Uniform Price List 

When ordering your SAMVOA kit items, the following costs are applicable and payable prior 
to receiving your kit. The list below is typical of the items that you would need as part of 
your uniform inventory.  

Please check out website for the latest pricing details and images of the various items here: 

https://www.samvoint.org/dress/attire-order  

 
• Beret (Sizes:  56, 58, 60, 62cm)    

• Beret Badge        

• Corps “Balkies”      

• Ties        

• Name Tag       

• Bullion Blazer Badge (“Sakwapen”)   

• SAMVOINT Commemorative Medal Set  

For all enquiries about ANZAC Day and/or SAMVOA membership, please contact 
 Veteran Andre van der Berg at andre@michaelona.com.au 

https://www.samvoint.org/dress/attire-order
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