
As a collective, the National Farm to School Network (NFSN) brings people together, 
develops programs, drives policy change and educates on the benefits of farm to school and 
farm to early care and education at the local, state and national levels. The following report 
showcases connections made, policies advanced and successes from across the country 
between January-May 2017. This report summarizes input received from 42 Core Partners 
and 78 Supporting Partners in states, Washington, D.C. and U.S. Territories, most of whom 
began their work with NFSN in March, as well as 11 national staff.  
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Farm to School Initiatives and Partnerships

JAN-MAY

TYPE
12

38

18

78

COALITION

PARTNERSHIP

OTHER 
INCLUDING COLLABORATIONS, 
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TOTAL
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*

HIGHLIGHTS

Farm to Migrant 
& Seasonal Head 

Start Guide

Michigan State University Center for Regional Food Systems, Michigan Core Partner, together with 
Community Action Partnership of San Luis Obispo County to develop a Farm to Migrant & Seasonal 
Head Start Step-By-Step Guide.

Farm to Plate in 
Wyoming

Wyoming Department of Education, Wyoming Core Partner, together with the Farm to Plate Task 
Force, Wyoming Farmers Market Association and WyoFresh Online Farmer Market to further local 
foods and agricultural education in Wyoming by providing a combined promotion effort, along with 
educational opportunities and trainings for schools, consumers and producers.

Tracking Local 
Food Purchases

Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship, Iowa Supporting Partner, together with 
USDA Agricultural Marketing Service to track local food purchases by Iowa schools. 

Local Food for 
Puerto Rico

Corporacion para el Desarrollo de Comunidades Sostenibles, Puerto Rico Core Partner, together 
with Proyecto Florece en la Montaña. 

INITIATIVES AND PARTNERSHIPS

78 new initiatives and partnerships supporting farm to school

*This represents only new partnerships developed in 2017; there are other additional partnerships in existence

Mobile Meals 
Task Force

KC Healthy Kids, Kansas Core Partner, together with the Kansas City, Kansas Public School 
District and Healthy Communities Wyandotte to address the challenge of transportation related to 
participation in the Summer Food Service Program. 
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HIGHLIGHTS

Farm to School Presentations & Events

EVENT  |   “A South Carolina Taste” at the Statehouse 
Organized by the South Carolina Department of Agriculture and PAFIC, “A South Carolina Taste” highlighted 
the state’s agricultural products and informed more than 400 legislators and guests about the economic 
impact of agriculture and food products in the state. 

EVENT  |  NFSN Annual Meeting in Denver, Colorado  
Gathered 115 NFSN Core Partners, Supporting Partners, Advisors, staff and invited guests for conversation 
and networking around NFSN’s 2017-2019 Strategic Plan, farm to early care and education, farm to school 
partnerships, and racial and social equity. 

EVENT  |  California Farm to School and Garden Conference 
Three days of workshops, panels and discussions for 340 farm to school practitioners. The theme, “Connecting 
the Garden, Classroom and Cafeteria,” encouraged attendees to continue building bridges and strengthening 
farm to school efforts across California.

PRESENTATION  |  Reach for the Stars with Farm to Preschool
Presented by North Carolina Supporting Partners Emily Jackson and Jen Kozaczek at the Annual Child Care 
Health Consultant Conference in Chapel Hill, North Carolina. Presentation included an overview of the NC 
Farm to Preschool Network’s new Reach for the Stars with Farm to Preschool: Aligning Early Childhood 
Environmental Rating Scale with Farm to Preschool resource and new CACFP meal pattern.

PRESENTATION | Sea to School: How to source, promote & get students excited about local seafood
Co-presenters included Main Core Partner Renee Page and New Hampshire Core Partner Stacey Purslow at the 
2017 New England Farm to Institution Summit. 

PRESENTATIONS & EVENTS

Conferences, convenings 
& trainings attended

321
Presentations conducted 

or convened

116
Estimated attendance at presentations 

where presented

10,838

http://growing-minds.org/documents/reach-for-the-stars.pdf
http://growing-minds.org/documents/reach-for-the-stars.pdf
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FARM TO SCHOOL ON SOCIAL MEDIARESOURCES

New resources and 
toolkits developed

40

Evaluation reports, research 
and data findings released

19

Responses to queries 
for assistance

1,122

Farm to School Resources

EMERGING RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS

REPORT: Alabama Farm to School 
Local Purchase Report
Alabama Farm to School Program & 
USDA-AL Dept. of Ag Market News 
Service

Tracks Alabama school purchases 
of local food, including product type, 
volume and average price. Products 
reported are procured from growers 
and producers considered local to the 
state of Alabama and 30 miles within 
the Alabama border. A total of $2.38 
million has been purchased so far in 
2017. Download PDF

REPORT: Vermont Farm to School 
Program 2017 Legislative Report 
Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food 
& Markets

Highlights the cumulative impacts of 
the Vermont Farm to School Program 
over the last ten years, including 
research demonstrating the multiplier 
effect of local food purchases made by 
Vermont schools on the local economy 
and impacts of the Vermont Farm to 
School Grant Program.  
Download PDF

Photo credit: National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition 

ENGAGEMENT IN NFSN LISTSERV & CALLS

The National Farm to School Network hosts an internal listserv and 
topical calls for Core Partners and Supporting Partners to share 
information, ask questions, seek resources and dialogue with one 
another.

“Being able to share from our organization’s experience 
has had a perceivable positive impact for folks who have 

posted questions to the listserv.”

Topical calls for Core Partners and Supporting Partners provide 
opportunities for peer-to-peer learning and skill building. Several 
topics include policy, metrics and measurement, racial and social 
equity, and farm to school innovation. 

“The content is great. I appreciate the time allotted for 
sharing success stories and the process of the initiatives 

that presenters discuss.”

http://agi.alabama.gov/docs/default-source/Market-News/Farm-To-School/summer-2017.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://agriculture.vermont.gov/sites/ag/files/2017%20FTS%20Legislative%20Report%20FINAL%20DRAFT%202.1.17.pdf
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RESOURCE HIGHLIGHTS

TRAINING GUIDE: Healthy 
Children, Healthy Farms, 
Healthy Communities
Illinois Farm to School Network

How-to guide and information about 
the Illinois Harvest of the Month 
program. Includes sample recipes, 
curriculum connections, activities, 
promotional copy and graphics for 
each Harvest of the Month food. 
Download PDF WEBINAR: Creating Culturally Relevant 

Farm to ECE Programs
MSU Center for Regional Food Systems

Explores how food and culture are linked, and 
how farm to early care and education programs 
can be tools in celebrating cultural diversity.
Watch Recording

REPORT: Moooooving Forward Together: 
Strategies for Montana Beef to School
Montana Beef to School Project

Case study reports highlighting the creative ways 
schools are working with producers and processors 
in Montana to procure local Montana beef. 
Download PDF

TOOLKIT: Put Some Squash In 
Your Summer!
University of Connecticut Extension

Promotional materials, procurement 
tools, recipe cards and activity 
ideas to help spread the word 
about summer meal programs 
and generate excitement for local 
produce. 
View Resources

GUIDE: A Roadmap for Farm to 
Early Care and Education 
National Farm to School Network

Explains the early care and 
education sector and opportunities 
to integrate farm to school initiatives 
into early care and education 
settings. Includes a comprehensive 
list of state early care and education 
agencies and contacts.
Download PDF

RESOURCES

http://www.montana.edu/mtfarmtoschool/documents/beef-to-school/Beef%20to%20School%20Project%20Case%20Study%20Report.pdf
http://foodsystems.msu.edu/resources/farm-to-ece-webinar-series#May10
http://harvestillinois.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/HotM_TrainingGuide_v8.pdf
http://harvestillinois.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/HotM_TrainingGuide_v8.pdf
http://foodsystems.msu.edu/resources/farm-to-ece-webinar-series#May10
http://www.montana.edu/mtfarmtoschool/documents/beef-to-school/Beef%20to%20School%20Project%20Case%20Study%20Report.pdf
http://putlocalonyourtray.uconn.edu/zuke
http://putlocalonyourtray.uconn.edu/zuke
http://www.farmtoschool.org/resources-main/a-roadmap-for-farm-to-early-care-and-education
http://www.farmtoschool.org/resources-main/a-roadmap-for-farm-to-early-care-and-education
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PASSED  |  Farm To School Month In Hawai’i 
Hawai’i – Designates October as Farm to School Month in Hawai’i to promote public awareness of the 
state’s farm to school initiative of “connecting keiki to the ‘aina” through coordinated activities and 
resources for schools and local farms. 

PASSED  |  Vermont Farm To School Bill 
Vermont – Further enhances the state’s farm to school programming by expanding to include early care 
and education, as well as provides support to school nutrition programs and embeds Vermont Farm to 
School Network goals in legislation.

PASSED  |   Alabama Farm To School Procurement Act
Alabama – Increases Alabama school districts’ small purchase threshold to the national level ($150,000) 
and provides an exception to the competitive bid process for these small purchases.

2
3

36 policy initiatives in-process or completed

POLICY INITIATIVES

Farm to School Policy Initiatives

11 1 6612

IN PROCESS PROPOSED PASSED DID NOT PASS ADMINISTRATIVE 
ACTION OR EFFORT

PERIOD
JANUARY-MAY 2017

36TOTAL

Governor David Ige signs SB 882 into law 
designating October as “Farm to School 
Month in Hawai‘i.” 

PASSED  |  Arkansas Local Food, Farms, and Jobs Act
Arkansas – Arkansas institutions that receive at least $25,000 in state funding are encouraged to 
procure at least 10% locally sourced products in Year 1 and 20% in Year 2. The legislation also directs 
the Department of Agriculture to provide support to institutions, producers, aggregators and distributors 
as they meet this requirement. 
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FARM TO SCHOOL IN THE NEWS

Re-Imagining school lunch on 
Martha’s Vineyard 
WCAI  |  5.25.17  |  by Ali Berlow 

1

Room to grow
The Washington Post |  5.22.17  |  
by Alejandra Matos 

2

Gov. Scott Walker’s budget proposal 
axes state farm-to-school post
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel |  4.12.17  |  
by Annysa Johnson

3

Farm to school program serves 
students Florida grown produce
South Florida Times |  3.2.17   

4

Belfair school kids, community build 
garden
Kitsap Sun  |  5.22.17  |  by Arla Shephard Bull

5

Little green thumbs
South Carolina Living |  3.1.17  |  by Amy L. Dabbs

6

A healthier school lunch
Beatrice Daily Sun |  3.16.17  |  by Sam Craig

7

Chef/students cook up a feast for 
community members
The Advertiser |  1.23.17 

9

Fish to School: Sitka lunch program 
continues to satisfy
KCAW |  3.13.17  |  by Emily Russell

8

Growing hope: healthy foods = 
healthy communities
Las Cruces Magazine |  Spring/Summer 2017  |  
by Charlotte Tallman

10

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

View Article

View Article View Article

View Article View Article

View Article View Article

View Article View Article

262 media mentions of farm to school

View Article

http://scliving.coop/home--garden/little-green-thumbs/
http://scliving.coop/home--garden/little-green-thumbs/
https://www.pressreader.com/usa/the-washington-post/20170522/281543700864344
https://www.pressreader.com/usa/the-washington-post/20170522/281543700864344
http://beatricedailysun.com/news/local/a-healthier-school-lunch/article_fb4d0658-18fd-5649-9413-ad51f7b6824b.html
http://beatricedailysun.com/news/local/a-healthier-school-lunch/article_fb4d0658-18fd-5649-9413-ad51f7b6824b.html
http://www.jsonline.com/story/news/education/2017/04/12/gov-scott-walkers-budget-proposal-axes-state-farm--school-post/100117444/
http://www.jsonline.com/story/news/education/2017/04/12/gov-scott-walkers-budget-proposal-axes-state-farm--school-post/100117444/
https://www.kcaw.org/2017/03/13/fish-school-sitka-lunch-program-continues-satisfy/
https://www.kcaw.org/2017/03/13/fish-school-sitka-lunch-program-continues-satisfy/
http://www.sfltimes.com/healthfitness/farm-to-school-program-serves-students-florida-grown-produce
http://www.sfltimes.com/healthfitness/farm-to-school-program-serves-students-florida-grown-produce
http://www.theadvertiser.com/story/news/local/2017/01/23/chefstudents-cook-up-feast-community-members/96634308/
http://www.theadvertiser.com/story/news/local/2017/01/23/chefstudents-cook-up-feast-community-members/96634308/
http://www.kitsapsun.com/story/news/local/communities/mason/2017/05/22/belfair-school-kids-community-build-garden/336721001/
http://www.kitsapsun.com/story/news/local/communities/mason/2017/05/22/belfair-school-kids-community-build-garden/336721001/
http://lascrucesmagazine.uberflip.com/i/798945-spring-summer-2017
http://lascrucesmagazine.uberflip.com/i/798945-spring-summer-2017
http://capeandislands.org/post/re-imagining-school-lunch-marthas-vineyard#stream/0
http://capeandislands.org/post/re-imagining-school-lunch-marthas-vineyard#stream/0
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FARM TO SCHOOL ON SOCIAL MEDIA

53,249 
Twitter followers 

at the end of 
May 2017

14,274 
Facebook followers 

at the end of 
May 2017

1,818 
Instagram followers 

at the end of 
May 2017

47,056 
Average number 

of monthly website 
visitors

https://www.facebook.com/NationalFarmtoSchoolNetwork/posts/1376620085714714
https://twitter.com/FarmtoSchool/status/837335334778200064
https://www.facebook.com/NationalFarmtoSchoolNetwork/posts/1381568145219908
https://twitter.com/FarmtoSchool/status/831621535475625986
https://www.instagram.com/p/BTmh6AvjXd_/?taken-by=farmtoschool
https://www.instagram.com/p/BO2l79OALS_/?taken-by=farmtoschool
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STATE SPOTLIGHTS

ALASKA
“This summer, we’re working with the Anchorage School District to support local vegetable and meat processing 
at their Central Kitchen Facility as a pilot project.” 
–Jodie Anderson, Alaska Division of Agriculture,  Alaska Core Partner

OHIO
Ohio Days, a Harvest of the Month activity, has been successful at Columbus City Schools with a lot of good press and 
momentum. We are currently working with five other central Ohio urban schools to plan for continued Ohio Days for 
the 2017-18 school year through procurement and curriculum.
–Carol Smathers, Ohio State University Extension, Ohio Core Partner

INDIANA
Becoming the Core Partner has moved farm to school onto Purdue University’s radar as an important program. We 
now have a number Purdue employees working on development. We decided to start with a survey that has been 
sent to all educators in 92 counties. This will give us a basic idea of what is going on and help define how to move 
forward. A survey has also been sent to campus staff. This includes researchers and professional staff and will 
inform us on research being done and other farm to school related work and education. Purdue is a large institution 
and having them recognize farm to school as an important program is very, very exciting!
–Ginny Roberts, Purdue University, Indiana Core Partner

FLORIDA
Sarasota County Public Schools served an entirely Florida-sourced lunch option on May 10, 2017, including local 
beef, lettuce, tomato, watermelon, blueberries, potatoes, snap beans and milk.  
–Tiffany Vause, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Florida Core Partner

NEVADA
In partnership with our state’s CACFP Nutrition Programs Professional, we were able to send our state Farm to 
School Newsletter to all of the sponsors operating CACFP - which nearly doubled our subscriber reach. 
–Catrina Peters, Nevada Department of Agriculture, Nevada Core Partner

IDAHO
We have hired a University of Idaho undergraduate intern to conduct a pilot school garden census for the greater 
Boise metropolitan area, as well as a Farm to Summer Meal pilot in collaboration with Idaho’s two Supporting 
Partners - Idaho State Department of Agriculture - Idaho Preferred Program and Idaho State Department of 
Education.  
–Ariel Agenbroad, University of Idaho Extension, Idaho Core Partner
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GROWING THE MOVEMENT

CONNECTICUT
FoodCorps and UConn Extension 
partnered with VISIONS, Inc. to host an 
Equity, Diversity and Inclusion training 
with supervisors of CT Food Justice VISTA 
and FoodCorps Service Members.

farmtoschool.o rg  @farmtoschool info@farmtoschool.o rg@farmtoschool

MICHIGAN
MSU Center for Regional Food Systems 
launched a new mini-webinar on 
Creating Culturally Relevant Farm to 
ECE programs and participates in the 
Cultural Relevancy committee of the 
national Farm to ECE work group.

MISSISSIPPI
Mississippi Farm to School Network co-
leads attended and presented at the 2017 
Race and Sustainability Conference at the 
University of Mississippi School of Law.

RHODE ISLAND
Farm Fresh RI has incorporated food 
justice lesson into its RI Farm to School 
curriculum for high school students.

SOUTH DAKOTA
Dakota Rural Action is working to develop 
strong and lasting relationships with 
Native American communities, and its 
Farm Beginnings program offers specific 
assistance to under-served communities 
including women, veterans, minorities, 
and other populations.

IOWA
Iowa Core and Supporting Partners are 
developing their state network through 
an equity lens. Current activities include 
FoodCorps Iowa developing and leading 
food justice trainings and working with 
the Iowa State University Extension Local 
Foods Team to lead internal professional 
development on racial and social equity. 

Members of the
 National Farm to School Network

18,842
State farm to school 
network meetings

80

ADVANCING RACIAL AND SOCIAL EQUITY

Cover photo: Center for Environmental Farming Systems, NC State University

National Farm to 
School Network


