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May 11, 2020 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

NOME MAYOR RICHARD BENEVILLE PASSES AT AGE 75 
 

NOME, ALASKA – The City of Nome is saddened at the news 
Mayor James “Richard” Beneville passed away overnight at Norton 
Sound Regional Hospital, Nome, following a short readmittance 
after a bout with pneumonia.  (The Mayor was last tested for 
COVID-19 on Friday, with a negative result.) 
 
Mayor Beneville was first elected in October 2015, and was 
currently serving his third term.  In addition Richard was also the 
President of the Alaska Conference of Mayors. 
 
Following stints in New York on Broadway, Richard moved to 
Alaska as a hardware retailer, eventually moving to Nome, his 
home for nearly 30 years.  During his time in Nome, after leaving 
the Alaska Commercial Company, he was employed and retired 
from the Nome Public Schools as Community Schools Director, 

before forming his own tour company, Nome Discovery Tours.  Richard loved to relay history to 
visitors as they traveled the extensive road system viewing Native and mining history of the area.  He 
sold the tour business in 2018. 
 
Richard was always sporting his “I Love NOME” button and distributed them freely.  The community 
and Nomeites were his family, other than a few close friends and his cat, Ollie.  Health challenges in 
the past few months didn’t allow him to make a planned February advocacy trip to Washington, DC, 
but he insisted he was going to the March start of the Iditarod one way or the other.  And he did, 
walking down 4th Avenue greeting mushers, friends and officials. 
 
Mayor Beneville will always be remembered for his colorful personality, passion for the community 
and love of the arts.  Many folks walk this earth, and some like Richard leave their mark on it.  And 
one of the last things he was heard to say was his trademark greeting, “HELLO CENTRAL!” 
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