
 
Thursday 15th July 2021  
 
Dear Parents/Carers 

As we come to the end of another unusual and challenging year, I wanted to write to thank 

you for all your support and to let you know about some of our plans for the next academic 

year. I am sure we are all hoping for a more ‘normal’ school year, and we are making plans 

to return to many of our usual routines in September. 

Staffing 

After teaching at St Chad’s for seven years, Mr McCluskey will be leaving us in July to take 

up a new post at GSAL in September. Mr McCluskey has been a valued member of staff, 

who has worked hard to develop English across school and also nurtured a real love of sport 

in each class he has taught. He will be missed very much next year by staff, pupils and 

parents but we wish him all the best as he starts his new role.  

In September we will be welcoming a new teacher, Mrs Shabir, to our staff team. She has a 

genuine love for St. Chad’s, having first been a parent here, and is keen to get fully involved 

in school life. I am sure everyone will make her welcome and offer their support as she 

settles into school.  Class teachers for the coming school year are as follows: 

 Nursery: Mrs McMaster 

 Reception: Mrs Michaud and Ms King 

 Year 1: Miss Toner 

 Year 2: Miss Hirlam 

 Year 3: Miss Matthews and Mrs Niemczyk 

 Year 4: Mrs Griffin 

 Year 5: Mrs Shabir 

 Year 6: Mrs McVittie 

 

In addition to teaching in Early Years and Year 3 Mrs Niemczyk and Ms King will continue to 

work across school, covering class teachers’ PPA time and supporting in other classes.  



School Day 

We anticipate that class bubbles will no longer be necessary from September and so intend 

to return to our school day timings of 8.50 until 3.10. Whilst there have been some benefits 

to the staggered start and finish times, we have missed the feeling of community that comes 

with families arriving and leaving together, and are looking forward to being together again. 

Please be mindful, however, of the impact this will have on traffic in the area and, if you are 

able, please park a few streets away from school to ensure the impact on local residents is 

reduced as much as possible.  

Lunchtime 

We are hoping that we will be able to return to a system where all pupils can have their lunch 

in the hall in September. I am aware some families have chosen to send a packed lunch for 

their children whilst we are operating the current bubble system. If you would like your child 

to have a hot school meal in September, please inform the school office. All pupils in 

Reception and Key Stage One are entitled to a free meal through the Universal Infant Free 

School Meal programme. 

Children in Early Years and Key Stage 1 receive a piece of fruit each day through the School 

Fruit and Vegetable Scheme, and will not need to bring a snack to school in September. 

Children in Key Stage 2 are welcome to bring one healthy snack for break time.  

Please remember that we do have children with allergies in school and as such we ask that 

you do not send your children with anything containing nuts, such as peanut butter or 

Nutella. 

PE 

We have found that children coming to school in their PE kits has had a positive impact on 

the amount of time we have for PE teaching, and we are keen to continue this in September. 

Your child’s teacher will inform you of their PE days at the beginning of the new school year, 

and on these day’s children should come to school wearing their PE kits. Please ensure 

children are wearing the correct PE kit; a plain or school logo t-shirt in their team colour and 

black shorts or tracksuit bottoms.  

We have invested in some new playground equipment for pupils to use during their break 

times. Children do not need to bring their own toys, footballs or other sporting equipment to 

school. We also ask that parents do not allow pupils to use the climbing equipment in the 

playground before or after school. There is an age limit for this equipment and we wouldn’t 

want any children to get hurt whilst using it. We do intend to open the bike and scooter store 

in September, so that children can ride to school. Please help to keep everyone safe by 

ensuring children do not ride these within the school grounds. 

Whilst we are putting plans in place for September we are aware that we continue to live in 

an ever changing world, and the ongoing pandemic may still prevent us from realising these 

plans. We will be in touch over the Summer holidays to confirm the arrangements set out 

here, or to let you know if there are any changes. 

Thank you again for all the support you have shown to school and to me personally during 

the last year, and especially the last few weeks. I really do appreciate it, and the sense of 

community I have felt is a reminder of what a special place St. Chad’s is. I hope you have a 

happy and healthy summer and you are able to take some time to rest and relax. 

MS P MICHAUD (Acting Head of School) 


