
 
 

26th November 2021 

 

Dear parents/ carers, 

 

I am writing to clarify the arrangements for teaching spelling in Year 4.  

As you are aware we introduced a new scheme for teaching spelling in September. A key difference in the 

new approach is that children are not tested weekly on their spellings – the focus is on good teaching and 

learning, rather than testing. However, each child has 5 personalised spellings that they are focussing on 

known as ‘My Focus Five’, which will be taken from common errors in their independent writing and the 

relevant National Curriculum ‘Common Exception Words’. Focus words will be changed as the children 

acquire them and show they can use them accurately in independent writing three times. 

For the majority of children in the class this is the main way they will learn spellings. I regularly review 

children’s spelling to ensure they benefit from this new forensic approach, and look specifically at how they 

are using the skills they are learning in spelling lessons.  

In addition to this at the request of a parent I have added spellings to Spelling Shed. 

In order to meet the needs of all children in the class I have made slightly different arrangements with 

some parents, such as a printed copy of children’s individual spellings. If your child needs anything 

additional to the spelling lessons in school, I will have spoken to you about it at parents evening. If we 

have not had a conversation about spellings, please be assured that your child is learning their spellings 

through our lessons and does not need any additional support. 

Although we are no longer asking parents to help children learn spellings for a test we would really 

appreciate your support in ensuring children are pronouncing sounds correctly as this will really help with 

their spelling. One example is ensuring children say ‘th’ not ‘f’. 

I am aware that it can be confusing when different children in a class have different arrangements. Please 

remember that the spellings we are learning are as individual as the children, and we are using different 

approaches to meet the needs of different children. If you have any questions about your child’s spellings, 

please speak to me directly.  

 

Kind regards, 

Dawn Griffin 

 


