
The addendum to the school’s First Aid Policy is published in response to the current 

coronavirus pandemic to ensure the governments guidelines and expectations are met. 

As more children return to school, a number of important safeguarding principles and 

protective measures which are related to the health and safety of pupils and staff must 

be considered and guide policy. 

To prevent the spread of coronavirus, schools and other settings have been directed to 

use a range of protective measures to create safer environments in which the risk of 

spreading the virus is substantially reduced. 

The government has advised schools that there is a need to limit the amount of contact 

between different groups of children, to promote good hygiene and where it is possible 

to reduce the spread of the virus. It is one of our driving principles to ensure the highest 

standards of health and safety are maintained. This addendum takes these key points 

into consideration. 

All staff will: 

 promote and expect good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, 

kill it’ approach from all pupils 

 follow the flow chart of actions to respond to people displaying symptoms of 

Covid19 if an adult or pupil with whom they are working has a high temperature 

or new, continuous cough or reports a loss or change to their sense of smell or 

taste. 

 wear the relevant protective equipment when administering first aid and 

medication.  Gloves and apron for administering general first aid / medication 

plus a mask and, if necessary, goggles if there is a risk of contamination from 

splashes, droplets of blood or bodily fluids. 

 clean their hands thoroughly with soap and water or alcohol sanitiser before 

putting on and after taking off PPE. 

 follow the guidance on the correct putting on and taking off of PPE to avoid self-

contamination (see link below). 

 dispose of PPE and any other supplies used to administer first aid appropriately 

e.g. double bagged. 

 ensure that if blood or body fluid has been lost / emitted they will keep people 

away from the area and clean the area using paper towels and household 

disinfectant.  Any paper towels used to clean the area will be disposed of 

immediately (double-bagged). 

 clean hands regularly and thoroughly using soap and water or hand sanitiser. 

 avoid touching hands, face and mouth. 

 



Pupils will: 

 practice good hand and respiratory hygiene in relation to sneezing, coughing, tissues 

and disposal (in line with the "catch it, bin it, kill it" message) 

 avoid touching their mouth, nose and eyes 

 inform an adult straight away if they are feeling unwell 

 follow the advice given by adults if they have reported that they feel unwell e.g. moving 

to a different room 

 

All staff, students and parents will be informed that: 

 All persons who are displaying symptoms must not come into school and should follow 

Government guidance on self-isolating.  

 Persons whose family members are displaying symptoms of Coronavirus must follow 

Government guidance regarding self-isolating. 

All persons who develop Covid 19 symptoms whilst on site will: 

 Be sent home as soon as possible and will be advised to follow government guidance 

on self-isolating and testing. They should self-isolate for 7 days and their fellow 

household members should self-isolate for 14 days. All staff and pupils who are 

attending an education or childcare setting will have access to a test if they display 

symptoms of coronavirus. 

 Whilst awaiting pick-up persons will be isolated in a separate area with a closed door 

(and preferably an open window).  Pupils will be supervised whilst this takes place. 

 An IIR face mask will be worn by the supervising adult if a distance of 2 metres cannot 

be maintained. If contact with the child or young person is necessary, then gloves, an 

apron and a IIR face mask should be worn by the supervising adult. If a risk 

assessment determines that there is a risk of splashing to the eyes, for example from 

coughing, spitting, or vomiting, then eye protection should also be worn. 

 

When a person displaying symptoms has left the site: 

 Any member of staff who has helped someone who was unwell does not need to go 

home unless they develop symptoms themselves or the pupil or staff member 

subsequently tests positive.  The member of staff will be asked to wash their hands 

thoroughly for 20 seconds after any contact with someone who is unwell.  

 Core areas that those staff or pupils have been in will be cleaned with standard 

cleaners / disinfectants. 

 A separate sanitary facility will be provided for individuals who display symptoms. 

These facilities will be cleaned and disinfected using standard cleaning products before 

being used by anyone else as will any areas they have been isolated in. 



 

If a person is tested and it is negative they will be advised: 

 they can return to their setting and the fellow household members can end their self-

isolation. 

 

If the test is positive: 

 The rest of the group they have been working with will be sent home and advised to 

self-isolate for 14 days. As part of the national test and trace programme, if other cases 

are detected within the cohort or in the wider setting, Public Health England’s local 

health protection teams will conduct a rapid investigation and will advise schools and 

other settings on the most appropriate action to take. In some cases a larger number of 

other children, young people may be asked to self-isolate at home as a precautionary 

measure – perhaps the whole class, site or year group. Where settings are observing 

guidance on infection prevention and control, which will reduce risk of transmission, 

closure of the whole setting will not generally be necessary. 

If advised that anyone recently on site has tested positive for COVID-19 – a member of the 

Senior Leadership Team shall contact the Public Health Authority to discuss the case, identify 

all other individuals who have been at risk of exposure (so far as is reasonably practicable), 

and will take advice on any further actions or precautions that should be taken. 

 

We will ensure that adequate numbers of first aid trained staff are present on-site, including 

paediatric first aiders where Early Years pupils are attending. 

Staff will be informed who the on-site first aiders are and how they can access their support 

should they need it. 

Information on the medical needs of pupils will be shared with the members of staff responsible 

for the group the child is in.  Staff will be informed of the location of this information and to 

familiarise themselves with it prior to working with a group of pupils. 

 

Advice on donning and doffing PPE can be found here. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877658/Quick_guide_to_donning_doffing_standard_PPE_health_and_social_care_poster__.pdf

