
D espite global economic 
challenges and inflationary 
pressures, Northern Municipal 

Power Agency plans to keep its 
average wholesale electricity rates 
flat for the sixth straight year. 
The Agency’s board of directors 
approved the 2023 rates in December, 
which anticipate no rate adjustment 
for the 12 member municipals.

“We have lived in an inflationary 
environment the past few years with 
just about everything increasing in 
price,” said Jasper Schneider, NMPA 
General Manager. “Despite the broad 
economic challenges, we’re pleased 
to continue to offer our stable rates. 
We recognize that our industry 
is dynamic and the challenges 
continue to grow, but we'll continue 
to work closely with our partners at 
Minnkota to remain resilient in our 

higher than the 2022 budget. 
The Joint System will be 

investing approximately $47.1 
million into its power delivery 
system in 2023. This includes 
addressing aging infrastructure, 
improving service and enhancing 
reliability. Programs to rebuild 
legacy power lines and substations 
will continue, as will efforts to 
add blink mitigation equipment 
to reduce momentary outages. 
Distribution automation 
technologies will also be added to 
provide enhanced communication 
and greater visibility over the 
system. 

NMPA was rated as an 
investment-grade utility in 2022. 
The Agency currently has an A- 
rating from Standard and Poor’s 
and an A3 rating from Moody’s.

service of electricity to our member 
municipalities.”

The economy in NMPA’s region 
remains strong with consistent 
growth coming from the major 
population centers and the 
agricultural industry. Additionally, 
the two states NMPA serves – 
Minnesota and North Dakota – 
rank first and third in the nation in 
unemployment rates according to the 
U.S Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

The NMPA-Minnkota Joint 
System also anticipates a boost 
to its financials through stronger 
markets for its surplus power sales. 
With no major power plant outages 
scheduled in the coming year, ample 
power supply resources are expected 
to be available. Average energy 
and capacity prices in the MISO 
marketplace are projected to be 

2023 rates projected to be  
stable for sixth straight year
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Jasper Schneider, General Manager

T he start of the new year 
always brings excitement and 
opportunities. We finished out 

2022 in a strong financial position 
and are pleased to continue to offer 
a stable rate despite the strong 
inflationary environment. We will 
remain strategic in our finances and 
remain resilient in meeting the Joint 
System mission in service to our 
members.

In both Minnesota and North 
Dakota we have new legislative 
sessions. While we face completely 
different political climates in the 
two states, we always enjoy the 
opportunity to educate our elected 
leaders on our industry and help 
share information with them that will 
be helpful as they cast their crucial 
votes. Over the next several weeks, 
we will have an opportunity to be in 
both St. Paul and Washington, D.C., 
to meet with leaders and get briefed 
on the potential issues that impact 
our business. We appreciate the 
strong partnerships we have with  
our peer systems, with Minnkota  
 

and with our state and national 
associations.

We also are expecting a volatile 
and elevated MISO marketplace 
in the coming year. The market is 
impacted by a number of factors 
such as the weather, generation 
mix and transmission constraints. 
The increased frequency of max 
generation events can also lead to 
forced outages to reduce energy use 
due to high grid stress. The frequency 
and intensity of these events is 
increasing and we are seeing many of 
our peer systems face rate increases 
as a result. We remain diligent 
in working with our partners at 
Minnkota to manage the marketplace 
during this time of volatility.

We look forward to being able 
to bring you this content and are 
excited for the new year. If your 
organization ever has questions or 
needs assistance on your energy 
needs, please do not hesitate to reach 
out to us. We are grateful to be your 
electric provider.

I’ll keep you informed,
Jasper

NMPA STAFF
and board of directors
Lucas Spaeth – President
Chris West – Vice President
Dalene Monsebroten –  Secretary-Treasurer/ 
  Finance Manager
Jasper Schneider –  General Manager
Yvonne Bergerson –  Administrative Assistant
Bill Masterson –  Director (Bagley, Minn.)
Michael Ring –  Director (Baudette, Minn.)
Cassie Heide –  Director (Fosston, Minn.)
Don Martodam –  Director (Hawley, Minn.)
Dennis Larson –  Director (Park River, N.D.)
Todd Peterson –  Director (Roseau, Minn.)
Todd Bazey –  Director (Stephen, Minn.)
Dale Narlock –  Director (Thief River Falls, Minn.)
To Be Determined –  Director (Warren, Minn.)
Dan Trosen –  Director (Warroad, Minn.)

New year brings  
opportunities  

ENERGY EFFICIENCY TIP
Keep the temperature of the 
water heater to the warm 
setting (120°F). This will not 
only save energy, it will also 
help avoid scalding.

OFFICE HOURS  |  8:00 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.  |  
MONDAY - FRIDAY
Northern Municipal Power Agency
123 2nd Street West, Thief River Falls, MN 56701
Call us at 218-681-0963
Email us at nmpa@nmpagency.com
Visit our website at nmpagency.com

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Dalene Monsebroten, Finance Manager / Secretary-Treasurer

A strong 2022,  
a promising 2023

W ith the 2022 fiscal year 
behind us, the Northern 
Municipal Power Agency 

maintains a position of stable 
rates and reliable delivery of 
electric service. The Agency debt 
obligations are less than one-third 
of just 24 months ago, which has 
been a great benefit in our ability 
to maintain rate stability during 
a time of great instability in the 
world economy.    

With our power plant scheduled 
for an extended maintenance 
outage during the year, the plant 
operator was able to manage costs 

and accomplish projects within 
budget. The Agency has also 
avoided negative impacts from 
higher costs and volatility in the 
market. With greater than one-
third of the energy needs of all 12 
participants being met by WAPA 
allocations of eight of its members, 
NMPA’s share of Coyote produces 
more energy than needed for its 
members and is sold into the MISO 
market. Even with the planned 
maintenance outage in 2022, there 
was still excess for market sales. 

We are fortunate to be in a 
positive position with an even 

better outlook for 2023 as the 
industry has been impacted by 
many issues from workforce 
shortages, supply problems and 
increased costs. NMPA works 
diligently with others to keep the 
power flowing at an affordable 
rate to our members to serve their 
customers. 

The future looks bright for our 
locally controlled public power 
utility members!

Respectfully,
Dalene Monsebroten

Through every season.  
Through every snowdrift.  
Through every field.  
Through every pasture.  
Through every community.  
Through every venture.  
Through every challenge.  
Through every opportunity.

THROUGH EVERYTHING

SEE VIDEO
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Grand Forks, NDPOWER AGENCY
Northern Municipal

WINTER WEATHER  
CAN BRING POWER  
LINES DOWN

DID YOU KNOW:
• Downed power lines  

are extremely dangerous  
and even deadly?

• The current could spread  
through the ground and  
anything touching the ground?

• Stray voltage spreads like  
ripples on a pond?

• If you step from one “ripple” 
(voltage) to another you could  
be electrocuted?

• Downed lines could be hiding 
under standing water, ice or 
debris?

Learn more at safeelectricity.org

STAY WHERE YOU ARE
You’ve just been in an accident involving a downed power 
line. Your first instinct might be to get out and run, but that 
could cost you your life. In most cases, the safest place to be 
is inside your vehicle. Wait there until electric utility workers 
deenergize the power. If your car is on fire or you see smoke, 
escape as safely as possible by making a clean, solid jump 
out and hop away with both feet together as far away as you 
can. Warn others not to approach the scene. 

Source: safeelectricity.org


