
How electricity gets to YOU

Electricity doesn’t just happen – it must be generated, sent incredible distances, and then converted to flow safely 
to our communities. Northern Municipal Power Agency (NMPA) works hand-in-hand with our Joint System partner, 
Minnkota Power Cooperative, to deliver reliable energy at every point in the process.
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Northern Municipal Power Agency (NMPA) is a wholesale 
energy supplier for 12 municipal utilities located in eastern 

North Dakota and northwestern Minnesota.
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Jasper Schneider, General Manager

G reetings, and welcome to the 
new Northern Municipal Power 
Agency (NMPA) newsletter. 

For over 40 years, we have been the 
supplier of electricity to our 12 member 
municipalities in northwestern 
Minnesota and northeastern North 
Dakota. Our mission has always been 
a simple one: reliably and safely deliver 
wholesale electric power in a cost-
effective manner. While our mission is 
straightforward, the work is not. Today, 
like so many industries, the electric 
utility industry is in a great transition. 
This transition is driven by changing 
consumer expectations, governmental 
regulation and technology 
improvements.

We plan to share this newsletter 
three times a year with an emphasis on 
getting more information out on our 
industry to the many stakeholders and 
partners that we have. The content will 
include what’s happening at NMPA, 
changes to our operations, key dates 
and important industry news. We 
believe that sharing information and 
gathering feedback is always the best 
way for us to learn and to grow.

One of the unique things about 
NMPA’s operations is our special 
relationship we have with Minnkota 
Power Cooperative. We have a shared 
business model and we collectively 
form what we call the Joint System. The 
Minnkota/NMPA Joint System serves 
over 150,000 meters up and down the 
Red River Valley region to include all 
of NMPA’s member municipalities 
in addition to 11 distribution 
cooperatives. Our Joint System serves 
this power from a diverse set of 
power sources and through a robust 
transmission grid.

One date to keep on your radar is 
the NMPA annual meeting, which is 
coming up on Wednesday, May 18. 
The event will be held at the Ralph 
Engelstad Arena in Thief River Falls, 
Minn. The annual meeting includes 
conducting the business of the Agency, 
in addition to hearing an operational 
report and presentations from guest 
speakers.

We appreciate the partnership we 
have with you in powering our region.

I’ll keep you informed,
Jasper
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Welcome to the 
NMPA newsletter 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY
tip of the season
When was your cooling system last serviced? 
Most manufacturers recommend an annual 
tune-up for your home’s cooling system. Spring 
is a great time to schedule this service so you 
can beat the summer rush when the pros are 
busiest. – Source: Dept. of Energy
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How electricity gets to YOU (continued)

Generation (Northern Municipal Power Agency)
The Agency owns a 30% share of the 427,000-kilowatt Coyote Station located near Beulah in western North Dakota. NMPA also 
owns a load-ratio share (approximately 15%) of the Minnkota Power Cooperative transmission system. Around 55% of the Joint 
System’s generation capacity is derived from coal with the remainder from North Dakota wind turbines (34%), hydropower from 
Garrison Dam (8%) and other resources (3%).

Transmission (Northern Municipal Power Agency)
Once the electricity is created at one of our generation facilities, it is sent through miles and miles of high-voltage transmission lines 
across North Dakota and Minnesota. These lines branch out into multiple local service areas, like NMPA's member municipalities.

Distribution (Municipal Utility)
This is where your municipal takes over. The high-voltage power from the transmission line is “stepped down” (or converted to 
a usable voltage) at a local distribution substation. From the substation, the electricity enters the distribution lines that are built 
and maintained by your local team. These lines are the last path to your home or business.

OFFICE HOURS  |  8:00 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.  |  
MONDAY - FRIDAY
Northern Municipal Power Agency
123 2nd Street West, Thief River Falls, MN 56701
Call us at 218-681-0963
Email us at nmpa@nmpagency.com
Visit our website at nmpagency.com

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Dalene Monsebroten, Finance Manager / Secretary-Treasurer

A s we close one year and begin 
another, we review past 
performance and evaluate our 

direction going forward. We anticipate 
changes in front of us and strategize 
on the best timing to incorporate 
them. I look out my window and see 
over a foot of snow on the ground with 
great anticipation for spring, whose 
timing doesn’t necessarily measure up 
to what the calendar dictates – I am 
most certain that spring arrives sooner 
for some than others. As we look to 
address changes in the industry, we 
rely on performance indicators at 
our generation sites, transmission 
and distribution facilities, wholesale 
market and impacts to our peers. 
Once again, the timing of change is 
unique to each of us, while providing 
energy that is environmentally 
responsible, reliable and affordable is 
necessary.

Performance is often calculated 
through financial strength. We can 
be certain a lot of effort in a variety 
of circumstances must come together 
to achieve a positive outcome. NMPA 
has been fortunate to attain a healthy 
financial position through 2021 with 
capital projects and O&M aligning 
within our proposed budgets for 
generation and transmission. Energy 
sales to the members was also a 
contributing factor, with slightly 
greater-than-budgeted sales along 
with surplus power sales to the market 
much higher than anticipated.

After 40 years, the majority of 
the initial bonds issued to purchase 
NMPA’s share of the Coyote project 
and transmission projects in 1981 
have matured as of January 2021. As 
a result, future debt payments will 
be considerably lower than previous 
years. This will be a substantial benefit 

as we look to address our performance 
in the future.  

NMPA is working with our new 
financial advisors Baker Tilly to 
evaluate options for financing capital 
improvements for the generation and 
transmission assets we own. There 
are numerous capital projects at the 
Coyote Station which we have our 
30% ownership share of, along with 
our obligations for the jointly owned 
transmission system with Minnkota. 
A great amount of effort goes into the 
process of evaluating the necessary 
projects to “keep the lights on” and the 
costs down. We are looking forward 
to our working partnership with 
Baker Tilly as we prepare together for 
a future that will continue to provide 
economic and reliable electricity to the 
NMPA members.

Respectfully,
Dalene Monsebroten

Joint System relaunches Value of Electricity website

The Value of Electricity campaign has a fresh look, and it 
comes with a brand new website for member-consumers across 
the region. ValueofElectricity.com relaunched at the end of 
2021 after a full design and content overhaul from the Joint 
System’s communications department.

The new website features a bold and modern logo, refreshed 
focuses on technology and electrification, utility-specific rebate 
pages and new testimonials from business and residential 

members in the Joint System. The site relaunch also includes a 
partnering Facebook page, which will distribute new content to 
followers’ newsfeeds.

The Joint System created the Value of Electricity program in 
2015, offering rebate incentives to consumers to install electric 
technologies in their homes and businesses (primarily on the 
off-peak load control system). The program has since grown 
and evolved – the relaunch reflects that progression.

Scan this code and 
check it all out at 

valueofelectricity.com

Evaluating our direction  
going forward
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The Joint System’s generated 
power travels through a system 

of high-voltage power lines, 
substations and distribution lines 
before it makes its way to YOU!

YOUR ELECTRIC GRIDYOUR ELECTRIC GRID
A reliable and resilient electric grid is essential to our modern lives – even if we don’t think about it 

often. The electricity you use is generated, delivered and consumed almost instantaneously, and that 
means resources must be available to produce electricity every second, every day.

Your electric grid is unique to our region, ready to respond to any challenges that come its way.  
The Joint System generates our energy from a variety of diverse sources and works together to 
make grid choices that create reliable and affordable electricity for your home, farm or business.

WANT TO SEE  
THE VIDEO? 

SCAN THIS CODE  
WITH YOUR PHONE!

Wind and solar are a growing part 
of our nation’s energy mix, but 
they are not positioned to meet 
the 24/7 demand for electricity. 

Although battery storage is 
improving, it is still many years 

away from large-scale deployment. 
24/7 resources (like coal and 

natural gas) will be needed well 
into the future for grid reliability.

The backbone of the Joint 
System grid is coal, a resilient 
resource that’s consistently 

energized and stable in extreme 
weather conditions.

Coal is just one piece of the 
power puzzle. About 42% of 

the Joint System’s generation 
capacity comes from carbon-free 
resources like wind and hydro.

As a part of the Joint 
System, NMPA is connected 
to a diverse mix of energy 

resources.

The Joint Sytem collaborates 
with grid neighbors to buy  

and sell excess power,  
keeping the entire grid  

balanced and dependable.


