
Richard Murphy Hospice Foundation Presents

Saturday, September 16, 2023 
7:00 P.M. – 12:00 A.M.

Chappapeela Sports Park



History of Hospice House

  When local Hammond businessman, Richard Murphy, was diagnosed with terminal cancer in 1983, 
he wanted to live his remaining days in the familiar suroundings and comfort of his home. Since the area 
did not have a bonafide hospice provider, Richard’s family, friends and medical team learned about  
hospice care and established the first hospice network in Hammond, Louisiana.  Following Richard 
Murphy’s death, and the exposure it created for hospice care, the Richard Murphy Hospice Foundation 
was established to create a funding mechanism for families of the terminally ill who wanted hospice care, 
but did not have insurance or funds for hospice care.  The Richard Murphy Hospice Foundation Board 
of Directors is comprised of community and business leaders who have been touched by hospice care for 
their family members or friends.  Today, the Richard Murphy Hospice Foundation has grown to be one 
of the largest non-profit foundations in Southeast Louisiana.  Each year through its fundraising efforts, 
the foundation provides funding for hospice care for terminally ill patients who do not have the means to 
pay.  It is the mission of the organization to ensure that everyone who has a desire for hospice care will 
receive the care they deserve during their final days. 
 
  In 2007, the Richard Murphy Hospice Foundation expanded its efforts by building and operating the 
first independent Hospice House of its kind in the country.  The Richard Murphy Hospice House  
provides the opportunity for terminally ill patients to receive adequate homecare and reap the full  
benefits of a full hospice program within their own home.  The Hospice House provides a safe and  
comfortable home to people in their final days.  Since opening its doors in August 2007, the Hospice 
House, its Staff and Supporters have helped over 1,575 terminally ill patients make a beautiful tranistion 
into the next life. 
 
  The Richard Murphy Hospice Foundation does not receive any funding, or reimbursemen, from  
insurance, Medicare or Medicaid.  The Foundation operates and maintains the Hospice House solely  
on the success of our fundraising efforts through our Annual Gala. 
 
  The Gala Committee and Volunteers are honored you have chosen to support the Richard Murphy  
Hospice House and hope you enjoy this year’s gala, Welcome to New York, Broadway & Beyond.

The story of the Richard Murphy Hospice Foundation 
began in a most humbling way.



Richard Murphy 
Hospice Foundation

Foundation Board of Trustees

2023 Gala Chairs

Jodee McWilliams Hoover, Executive Director 

Donna Olivia, RN, Hospice House Administrator

•  Sarah Drude 
    (President) 

•  Destin Sims 
    (Vice President) 

•  Bob Mora 
    (Financial)

• Fay Bright 
• Jeff Cashe 
• Don Fellows 
• Brooke Gasaway 
• Amber Graff 
• John Guerin 
• Patty Hubert 

• Donna  Miller 
• Jody Nunnery 
• Guy Recotta, Jr. 
• Jessica Smith 
• Leslie Welch 
• Patricia Westmoreland 
• Nora Wilson

• Chair: Melissa Dufreche 

• Co-Chair: Will Buras 

• Live Auction: Jodee Hoover 

• Silent Auction: Brandi Harris and 
    Annette McWaters 

• Decorations: Beth Richard 

• Restaurants: Amber Puma and 
    Claire Clouatre 

• Libations: Rickie Brocato, 
    Kim Accardo and Kenny Milton

• Cashier: Amber Graff 

• Photography: Robin Lancon 

• Graphics: Karen Pecoraro 

• Social Media: Bailey Haist and 
    Bailey Barker 

• Man Power/Logistics: Kenny Milton 

• Transportation: Kenny Milton and 
    Will Buras 

• Student Volunteers: Laura Dimattia  
    and Jenafer Sheridan



2023 Gala Volunteers
• Tweety Bachemin 

• Patrick Billings 

• Jessica Broom 

• Melinda Broussard 

• Brandi Cambre  

• Samantha Clouatre 

• Philip Colwart 

• Tommy Cooper 

• Kirstin Drozd 

• Corey Dufreche 

• Sarah Drude 

• Carlye Galloway 

• Amber Graff 

• Windy Haist 

• Annie Hidalgo 

• Ragan Hoover 

• Carolyn Howard James 

• Nagie James 

• Marilyn Kavanaugh 

• Denny Lancon 

• Gabrielle Landry 

• Bryanna Laviolette 

• Dawn Lenox 

• P.J. Lowentritt 

• Karol McKean  

• Kaleigh McKean 

• Lauren McNeal 

• Shawn McWaters 

• Courtney Mahler 

• Avery Meyers 

• Terry Milton 

• Kathy Newton 

• Mallory Olivia 

• Al Olsen 

• Alexis Olsen 

• Dawn Panepinto 

• Cassie Qualls 

• Phillip Qualls 

• Kaila Ricard 

• Faith Richard 

• Kirk Richard 

• Regina Caulking-Robinson 

• Heather Short 

• Destin Sims 

• Jessica Smith 

• Sarah Taylor 

• Ron Taylor 

• Nicole D. Trentacosta 

• Catherine Waguespack 

• Lacy Weedman 

• Madison Wild 

 

SELU Comm 466 Class 

• Troy Allen 

• India Bell 

• Brennan Blossman 

• Christian Burton 

• Boglarka Csordas 

• Teacher-Laura DiMattia 

• Jaire Eastmond 

• Kyla Fox 

• Keandre Fultz 

• Alexis Genovese 

• Grayson Glorioso 

• Diyanla Hudson 

• Jermaine Kelly, Jr 

• Alaina Klerk 

• Gracie Langlois 

• Alexis Leblanc 

• Maree Mannino 

• Daniel Mcclain 

• Kelly Megehee 

• Lauren Price 

• Dakyira Pritchett 

• Joshua Randall 

• Callie Seal 

• Dyrianne Tuckerson 

• Ashman Waterhouse 

• Rissa Webb-Simmons 

• Zsane' Wicker 

• Ricky Woodson 

 

Northshore Community  
College-Nursing 
   Theresa Lott,  
   BSN, RN instructor 

• Laura Amort 

• Yumeko Ard 

• Markeia Baham 

• Madelynn Baimonte 

• Karen Brumfield 

• Faylichia Butler 

• Ashly Cook 

• Kiara Cryer 

• Tearanee Doughty 

• Nilaina Ficklin 

• Amanda Gaude 

• Jacob Giron 

• Taylar Guzzardo 

• Mendy Hall 

• Semaj Harrell 

• Timia Holden 

• Latroya James 

• Dana Jones 

• Olivia Jones 

• Kenyetta Keith 

• Naroniff Lee 

• Kyranie Marti 

• Tabitha May 

• Courtney McClain 

• Melissa Mendez 

• Thomas Migliore 

• Rose Monistere 

• Tyronni’ Pines 

• Kymani Pitts 

• Miriam Ramsey 

• Emily Rester 

• Rebecca Roberts 

• Denise Rogers 

• Tracy Sam 

• Kevalynn Scott 

• Heather Shaffer 

• Shymesha Stanley 

• Keyara Sterling 

• Chelsie Vernon 

• Cheyenne West 

• Waltiana Wheat 

• La’Mya Whitaker 

• Kelsey White 

• Breanna Wilson 

• Whitney Wilson



Gala Schedule 
and Auction Guide

7:00 pm     Guest Arrival 
                   Silent Auction Registration 
                   Photography by Robin Lancon, Phillip Colwart and Avery Meyers 
                   Specialty Cocktail by The Brown Door 
                   Bars and Restaurants Open 
 
7:30 pm      Master of Ceremonies, TJ Maggio, takes the stage 
                   Auctioneer:  Jacob Warren 
 
8:00 pm     After Party takes the stage 
 
9:00 pm     Martini Raffle Drawing sponsored by the 2023 Richard Murphy  
                   Hospice Gala Chairs and Car Raffle by Betsy Hood 
 
9:15 pm       Live Auction begins with Jacob Warren 
 
10:00 pm    After Party returns to the stage (until midnight) 
 
10:15 pm     Silent Auction Closes • Cashiers open 
 
Midnight    Gala Concludes



CAR RAFFLE

1.    Darrell Amar 
2.   Ben Bechnel 
3.   Mary Ellen Brister 
4.   Chelsea Rodi 
5.    Kami Bourque 
6.   Guy Recotta, Jr. 
7.    Richard Mize 
8.   Robert Helms 
9.   Mary Ellen Brister 
10.  Regina Murphy 
11.  Dr. Arvind Yertha 
12.  Susan Melancon 
13.  Floyd Talley 

14.  Ricky Mannino 
15.  Bob Mora 
16.  Robby Miller 
17.  Richard Mize 
18.  Wade Deer 
19.  Robert Helms 
20. Brian Shirey 
21.  Nick Olivia 
22. Toby Hinton 
23. Karol McKean 
24. Tom Ballantine 
25.  Paul Spalitta

TICKET HOLDERS

Winner’s Choice of a Beautiful 
2023 Hyundai Venue or 2023 Nissan Sentra

Sponsored by:

2023 
Kona

2023 
Altima



RUBY - $2,500

DIAMOND - $5,000 

• Helmerich & Payne 

• Reimers Carl Schneider 

• La Carreta Downtown Ponchatoula 

• Nick’s Heating and Air Conditioning, LLC 

• Crump Fuel, LLC 

• Reeves True Value Hardware 

• On the Run 

• First Guaranty Bank 

• Louisiana Dental Center 

• Villamonte, LLC 

• Kiwanis Club of Ponchatoula, Inc. 

• The First Bank 

• Guerin Agency 

• Knot Just Hair Salon and Spa 

• Fay S. Bright 

• Modern Home Health and Modern Hospice 

• AFS and Heath Martin 

• In Loving Memory of Jane Lauderdale;  
    Kalli Peterman 

• In Loving Memory of Chuck Brister; 
    from his family 

• Jimmy Travis for Sheriff 

• Interstate Guns 

• Allstate Insurance:  Colby McCurdy 

• Commodores Pizza 

• True Title 

• HTB Cleaning Services

Richard Murphy Hospice Gala Sponsors

• Helmerich & Payne 

• Fisher Manufacturing Services, LLC 

• Harry McKneely & Son Funeral Home & Crematory 

• Corey and Melissa Dufreche; Kody and Jenny Walker 

• Anderson Ray Leto Memorial Fund 

• Gulf Coast Bank  & Trust/Gulf Coast Business 

• In memory of Lou Bordelon



• Kay-Ray Construction, LLC 

• Marty’s Lock and Security Co. 

• Happy Hands Therapy services 

• Interim Healthcare 

• Strader Dufreche Cieutat for  
  Tangipohoa Parish Council Dist. 10  
  and the Julian Dufreche Family 

• Apocalypse Sports 

• The Hospice of Baton Rouge 

• North Oaks Health System 

• Stirling Properties 

• Hancock Whitney Bank 

• Pedelahore & Co, LLP 

• Russell and Mona Pellichino and 
  The Joey Mayeaux Family 

• Passages Hospice 

• Stratiback 

• Republic Finance 

• American Bank 

• The Heart Clinic: Dr. Ghiatf Mikdadi 

• Rep. Dr. Bill Wheat for State Senate 

• Brandon G. Thompson Funeral Home 

• Next Era Energy Resources 

• In Memory of Tony Arnone 

• Blackwell's Outdoor 

• 1SPM

EMERALD – $1,750

SAPPHIRE – $750 BLACK TIE
• Drake Williams Law Firm 

• Don Helms 

• Maureen Terese 

• Ross Downing Chevrolet 

• Entergy

• Mary Bird Perkins 

• Cashe, Coudrain, and Bass 

• Chris Gideon for Sheriff 

• Costal Process, LLC 

• McKneely Funeral Home  
   of Amite and Kentwood 

• Jim’s Paint, Body, and Glass Shop 

• Scotts Pharmacy



Special Services & In-Kind Sponsors

• Anntoine Marketing and Design 

• Art & Soul Revived 

• The Brown Door 

• Buff City Soaps 

• Candace’s Cake Balls 

• Cena- Hammond 

• Chappapeela Sports Park 

• Commodores Pizza 

• Crescent Bar 

• Dave Harvey 

• Dr. Carlos Doolittle 

• Elite Designs 

• Hammond Police Department 

• Interstate Golf Cars 

• Jacmel Inn 

• Jani King 

• Jessica Broom Photography 

• Karen Pecoraro, Graphic Designer 

• Kajun 107.1 

• Lamar Advertising 

• M&R Resources 

• Nick’s Heating and Air 

• Nortec-Hammond 

• Northshore Broadcasting 

• Northshore Community Foundation 

• Northshore Technical Community  
 College-Nursing Students 

• One Stop Party Rental 

• Phillip Colwart Photography 

• Piggly Wiggly 

• RAM Computers 

• Romano Promo 

• Southern Magnolia Landscaping 

• Sazerac 

• S&W Wholesale Foods 

• Sign Gypsies 

• Smith Properties 

• Southeastern Louisiana University 
     Comm 466 Class 

• St. Margaret’s Guild  

• Subway- Ponchatoula 

• Tangi 96.5 

• Tangipahoa Parish Chamber 

• Tangipahoa Parish Sheriff’s Department 

• University Donuts 

• Watchdog Security 

• William Wainwright 

• Xpress Printing 

• Your Ride, Our Driver 

• TJ Maggio 

• Jacob Warren  

• Toula Donuts 

• United Rentals 



Participating Restaurants & Bars

RESTAURANTS* 

• Bantaa's Catering 

• Brown's Cake Shop  

• Candlestick Bakery 

• Cate Street  

• Cena  

• Coop DeVille 

• Covington Country Club  

• Doughlicious Donuts 

• Fitz-Lee Specialty Meats 

• Hammond High Magnet School ProStart 

• Hermalaya 

• Jacmel Inn  

• Johnson's Kitchen 

• Kayla's Bakery 

• La Carreta Downtown Ponchatoula 

• Mariner's Inn  

• Milan's Wood Fired Pizza 

• Murphy's Seafood Restaurant 

 

 

• Northshore Technical Community  
  College - Culinary Arts Program 

• One Thirteen Restaurant   

• Our Mom's Restaurant & Bar 

• PJ’s Coffee of New Orleans 

• Ruff N Da Kitchen 

• Salty Joe's Restaurant 

• Sarita's Grill & Cantina 

• Shack's Restaurant 

• Springfield High School ProStart 

• Sweet Tooth Treats 

• The Boston  

• The Cakery 

• The Depeaux 

• The Real Deal an American Kitchen 

• Toula Berry Sweets 

• Trey Yuen 
 

BARS 

• The Crescent Bar 

• The Brown Door 

*Restaurants  
Sponsored by

In loving Memory:  Bruce Labrecque, owner of 
the famous Mariner’s Inn, worked with RMHF 
from the beginning.  He touched many lives with 
his kindness and distinctive outlook on life.  



Auction Items

AmFund Trip to New York  
Beginning Bid - $3,700  
•   Round Trip Airfare for 2 (main cabin)  
     from any major U.S airport 
•   3 Nights Deluxe Accommodations 
•   Broadway Show 
•   2 Exquisite Dinners (Sardi's  
     and Robert De Niro’s Tribeca Grill) 
•   City Tour & Boat Cruise Around Manhattan

Donated by 
Dr. Kyle Maldonado, DDS MS

Donated by  
Michael Canal & Sons

Diamond Stud Earrings 
and Pendant  
Valued - $3,800 
 
Earrings:  1ctw Yellow Gold 14K  
Natural Diamond Studs 
Pendant:  1ctw Yellow Gold 14K  
Natural Diamond Cross Pendant

Donated by Rene Roussel 
Roussel’s Fine Jewelry & Antiques

Artist Styling of TweetArt – 
Live Painting 
 

 This night features the artistic stylings of Tweety  
Bachemin. She will be capturing the entire evening 
LIVE in one single masterpiece that will be auctioned 
off to one lucky person. Mosey over and grace Tweety  
with your best pose, and you may have the chance  
to be featured in her work. We can’t wait to see you  
all there!

Donated by :  Tweety Bachemin

Interstate Guns  
Valued - $5,499.97  
Vortex Spotting Scope  
w/tri-pod and  
Vortex Binos

Maldonado Orthodontics  
Good for up to $5,780   
Orthodontic Treatment 
Give someone a beautiful  
smile that will last a lifetime. 
No Expiration.

Donated by 
Interstate Guns

Vintage VW Bus Bar  
Valued - $2,100 
Wine - $400 
 
 
Baby blue VW Bus Bar with 
reclaimed Mango Wood 
top and shelving

Donated by Disco Warehouse

SCAG Liberty 48” Mower  
 Valued - $5,822 
 
Fully fabricated and  
welded 48” Hero™  
cutter deck w/anti-scalp 
rollers provides a  
beautiful quality-of-cut.

Mandy Mae Fine Art Print 

Valid for 3 years with NO Blackout Dates.

Donated by  
Mandy Mae 



We wish to thank our silent auction donors for 
their support and generosity for this year’s Gala.

Join the Richard Murphy Hospice Foundation 
Silent Auction from Your Mobile Device!

The RMHF Silent Auction will close at 10:15 p.m., Saturday, September 16, 2023 

NOTE:  All items purchased at the auction must be paid for, picked up 
and removed from Chappapeela Sports Park the night of the Gala.

•Download the app from the iPhone or Google App Store at mobile.handbid.com 

•Open the Handbid app and click “Get Started” to set up your Bidder Profile. 

•When prompted, enter the 5-digit code that has been text or emailed to you. 

•Select the “Richard Murphy Hospice Foundation  

•Select the options to “Bid” and “Enable Notifications.” 

•Enter credit card information (must be entered prior to bidding.) 

•Swipe the screen to the left to enter the auction and view the auction items. 

•To submit a bid, simply click on the item you are interested in to view details. Place  
 your bid on the same screen. Starting bid amount and bid increments will be listed. 

•HandBid will automatically notify you when you have been outbid. 

•Check your personal Dashboard to view the items you have purchased and the  
 auction items you are winning or losing.

Join the Richard Murphy Hospice Foundation 
Silent Auction from Your Mobile Device. 

For instructions on downloading the app, 
scan this QR Code.


