
LFS RPLA/BAK Participant Guide
Thank you for choosing us to continue your aviation training with us.  This is a guide for 
participants attending the PPL(A) course in April and May 2020.
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Introduction
The course will be covering the syllabus to prepare for the CASA PPL exam, which is a requirement for 
pilots to have completed before they can go on their first Solo Navigation Exercise. It is also suitable and 
recognized for Recreational Aviation pilots, or RPL Navigation Endorsement students.  

Prior Knowledge
Students in this course are expected to have successfully completed the RPL Exam. While the course is 
built upon the existing knowledge of  the RPL, and there will be references made to the concepts from the 
RPL, the PPL primarily focuses on developing new areas of  knowledge.

Cost
The course costs $750 inc. GST for the 12 week course, including a weekly presentation, with a tutorial 
session on the following evening.  This will be supplemented by email, online and telephone assistance. 
This cost provides you access to the weekly sessions to ensure you achieve your goal of  passing the PPL 
exam. If  you don’t pass it the first time around, you’re welcome to join in on the next course and revisit 
any areas you may be struggling with.

The price does NOT include equipment required for the PPL(A) exam, including protractors, flight 
computers, maps and charts etc. These items will need to be purchased separately and are available from 
most aviation stores.

A full printed version of  the notes will be provided and couriered to your home, however, reference will be
made throughout to the Bob Tait Vol 1 and 2, which we strongly recommend you have to supplement the 
material covered throughout the duration of  the course.
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Course Structure
The course consists of  two online classes a week for 10-12 weeks, consisting of  a presentation session, 
followed by a tutorial session on the next day.

The presentations will be approximately 3 hours in duration, and will split into 40-45 minute blocks with 
breaks throughout.

The tutorials will be approximately 2 hours in duration, and will be primarily focused on questions and 
working through problems. 

Timing of  the presentation and tutorial sessions will be determined from the overall consensus of  a time 
suitable to everyone, but at this stage it will be Wednesdays and Thursdays.

Equipment
As this is an online presented course using the "Zoom" software suite, you will need the following:

Required

 A reasonably new computer with a microphone capable of  running Zoom1.  Most laptops or 
desktops purchased in the last 5 years be suitable.  Windows 10 or Mac OSX preferred. 

 We do NOT recommend iPads, phones or other tablets for this course. The screens aren't 
big enough and you can't easily type on them while we present.  Hybrid tablet/laptop computers 
such as Microsoft Surface or similar are ok, or a large iPad or Android tablet with a keyboard may 
work but we will be limited in how much we can help if  it doesn't work for you.

 Microphone – You can use a laptop's built in microphone, or you can use a set or earphones and 
microphone that may have come with your phone. If  you have a desktop computer you can buy 
headsets with combined microphones and headphones pretty cheaply from Officeworks and JB 
hifi etc.  Look for "gaming headsets".  Make sure it works with your computer – there's quite a 
few different ways to connect and it's not as simple as it should be!

 Broadband Internet.  You may be able to use a mobile phone or mobile device but we 
recommend you have a fixed broadband link to the Internet

 A Facebook account – we will be using a Facebook group page to publish the Zoom details for 
each session.  If  you don't use Facebook, let us know and we will email you with the meeting 
details as required.

 The Bob Tait RPL/PPL Vol 1 & Vol 2 textbook.  The most recent edition.  There is an 
electronic version of  this available from Bob Tait's website, but the paper version will be more 
useful – you can highlight it, write in it etc. It is available to buy from us at LFS or you can get it 
from pilot shops or online. You will need it for the first lesson.

 RPLA/PPLA/CPL workbook – you can download this from the LFS Moodle2 and print as many 
copies as you like

 Exercise book, pens, pencils, a ruler
 An ERSA. It doesn't need to be current. You can probably get a free expired one from us, most 

pilots have some lying around. You will need a current ERSA to sit the PPLA exam.
 Navigation Equipment. Square Protractor, Aviation Scale Ruler, CR-3 Flight computer, PCA 

chart, Sydney WAC, Adelaide-Melbourne VTC
 Hard copy of  the Visual Flight Rules Guide (VFRG) version 6.0 (the current release, with 

updates).  This is available online as well, but the hard copy is a permitted text in the Exam. 
Ensure you don’t write in it.

1 https://zoom.us/ - Zoom runs on Windows, Mac OSX and various mobile devices and possibly a few versions of  
Linux.

2 All participants will be given an LFS Moodle account before the course starts
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Recommended

 Webcam – You don't need a camera to do the course, but it is nice to have.  Most laptops/tablets 
have cameras built in. Most desktop computers do not.  If  you want to buy a webcam, you may 
struggle – there has been a rush on them, like toilet paper.  You don't need a fancy expensive one, 
a cheap webcam is fine for this sort of  stuff.  We're using a laptop camera, it works fine.

 Somewhere you won't be disturbed.  There will be up to 10 people in each online class, if  
you're getting interrupted at home, it will mean you will miss things and it's not fair on the other 
participants if  we get our session broken up by constant distractions.

 Printer.  We will be providing questionnaires and course material throughout the course, if  you 
can print these out yourself  this is a lot easier to manage.  You can get cheap monochrome 
printers for around $60 at places like Officeworks and JB Hifi and Kmart!

The Course
The course is initially scheduled to commence on Wednesday the 15th of  April, with a tutorial on the following 
Thursday. The anticipated duration is 12 weeks, broken up as per the schedule below:

Unit No. Week No. Day Topic
0 1 Apr 15 Zoom setup
1 1 Apr 15 AGK
2 2 Apr 22 Radio
3 3 Apr 29 NAV
3 4 May 6 NAV
4 5 May 13 OPP
4 6 May 20 OPP
5 7 May 27 LAW
5 8 Jun 3 LAW
6 9 Jun 10 HUF
7 10 Jun 17 MET
7 11 Jun 24 MET
8 12 Jul 1 Revision

Extra Resources

As well as the tutorial session, the LFS is running a Study Group, which is unstructured but Lilydale instructor Carl 
Brewer will be running – it is free and will run on Wednesday evenings from 6pm – 8pm, again using Zoom.

You can also arrange one-on-one time with LFS instructors if  you require private tutoring on any particular topic at 
an additional cost.
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