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The statistics for break-ins are 

sobering. In the United States, there 

are approximately 2 million burglaries 

annually. Canada’s 2010 rate was 

578 per 100,000 people.  

 

One way to reduce the risk of burglary 

is to have the right outdoor lighting. 

 

Sodium lamps use an electric arc 

through vaporized sodium to create 

light. Low-pressure Sodium (LPS) 

lamps are unpopular due to their 

yellow color. High-pressure sodium 

(HPS) lights are commonly used to 

light large areas and use sodium, 

mercury and xenon at a high pressure.  

 

Metal halide lamps are mostly used 

for sports fields and parking lots. 

While they aren’t typically found in 

residential applications due to a slow 

warm up, they are excellent floodlights 

for larger homes.  

The halogen bulb is a high-pressure                  

version of the incandescent light. It 

contains a tungsten 

filament with gas 

enclosed at a high 

pressure. Though small 

and lightweight, 

these lamps are 

inefficient when 

compared to other 

types.  

 

Light emitting diode 

(LED) lights have 

low power 

consumption, are 

dimmable and come 

in a variety of 

colors, making them 

more popular for 

small area outdoor 

lighting. 

 

What you need to 

consider when choosing outdoor lighting: 

Light intensity (lumens) - While you typically 

need brighter light for a larger area, there are 

disadvantages to having too much light.  

Continued on 

page 2 

Protect Your Home 

with the Right 

Outdoor Lighting 

Winter 2016 

Protect Your Home with 

 the Right Outdoor Lighting 

page 1 & 2 

7 Things to Take Care 

of at your New Home 

page 2 & 3 

Electrical Detectives’ 

Holiday Coupon Corner 

page 3 

Red Rudolph 

Cocktail recipe 

page 4 



 

Continued from page 1 

2 

Trusted For Generations - We Do More 

You want to avoid light pollution, 

excessive   power consumption and the 

creation of unfavorable shadows.   

Locations - Ensure all potential entry 

points are lit to discourage burglars 

and to make them visible if they 

attempt to break in. Your driveway 

should be well lit to protect you when 

entering and leaving. 

Shadows – The wrong lighting can 

create shadows for burglars to hide. 

Having smaller lights distributed in key 

areas will minimize shadows.  

Power requirements – Solar power is 

typically used for low-voltage accent 

lighting of smaller areas while traditional 

power is used for more intense lighting. 

 

Controls 

The simplest option is to have a switch and to 

turn on and off lights as needed. This can be 

risky if you forget or aren’t home.  

 

Light sensors that detect dusk and dawn to turn 

lights on and off are growing more common for 

residential applications. A timer can also turn lights on 

and off at the right times. 

 

Motion detectors typically used for security systems can be 

utilized to turn on outside lights only when someone enters 

the yard. Sometimes this is enough to scare off a potential 

threat.  

 

Professional Lighting  

Lighting design for outdoor home security is a complicated 

process and requires expertise to get it right. Give 

Electrical Detectives a call to discuss your needs and we 

can give you a comprehensive assessment of your home 

so you’ll have the protection you need! 

Finally, the move is over! The boxes are 

(mostly) unpacked, the kids’ rooms are 

in order (for now) and you can rest your 

weary bones.  

 

Not so fast. 

 

Here are some things you have to do 

first: 

 

Change the locks or pass code for 

electronic locks. While it’s unlikely the 

previous owners will break in to rob 

you, there’s still a security risk if your 

locks are the same as they were for 

7 Things to Take Care of 
at your New Home 

past residents. 

 

Find out locations of water mains   

shut-off, power panel and gas shut-off. 

If your new home develops a leak, has 

electrical problems, or has a gas 

supply issue, you need to shut it off 

quickly. Don’t wait until something 

happens to start fumbling around.  

 

Prepare an emergency escape plan. 

This is one of those things that often 

get placed on the “tomorrow” list, 

which turns into the “I didn’t get 

around to it” list. Before you need it, 

have it. Practice it until everyone 

knows what to do in a real emergency. 

 

Find out when garbage pick-up days 

are. You undoubtedly have tons of 

garbage from those boxes you used or 

from cleaning out the place. Find out 

the protocol for garbage separation 

and pick up. Check out the city’s 

website or ask the real estate agent. 

 

Figure out the best route to 

work/school to avoid traffic. 

If you’re starting a new 

job, you should 

stick to 
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Because we want everyone to enjoy the holidays here at 

Electrical Detectives, we’re giving $20 gift certificates to each of 

our customers. Just check on page 4. It’s a big expense, but we 

want to celebrate the holidays in a big way. 

 

There are no strings attached to this gift certificate.  You can use 

it for anything you want with Electrical Detectives, at any time, 

now or in the future.  You can apply it towards service work, 

maintenance, indoor air quality products like electronic air 

cleaners, surge protectors, new lighting installation. Heck, you 

can even use it for replacing your electrical panel. 

 

Thank you for your past business.  The reason we’re here is to 

help customers like you improve the comfort levels of their 

homes and businesses, reduce utility expenses, and boost the 

quality of indoor air.  We’ve been doing it for 49 years now. 

 

Sincerely, 
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ElectricalDetectives.com 

Call today 

618.988.8731 

Just a little note from us... the main roads on the first day. After that, talk to your 

coworkers, use Google Maps or drive around after dinner to 

get a feel for the neighborhoods and street layouts. Vary 

your route until you figure out the least traffic-ridden (and 

most scenic) routes.  

 

Meet the neighbors. Neighbors can look out for you, help 

jumpstart a dead battery, make sure your home is secure 

when you’re not there, call for help in emergencies, and sit 

on the porch and chat when the kids move away. Don’t 

overlook this simple task when you move into your new 

home.  

 

Find a good plumber, contractor, landscaping professional 

and anyone else you’ll need to maintain your new home. 

You need to know who to call for emergencies like a 

sewage backup or a broken furnace. Research online, look 

at reviews, and talk to coworkers and parents of other 

children at your kids’ school to get recommendations. Call 

and have an initial chat so when you need their services, 

you’re comfortable with them and aren’t scrambling. 

 

If you need a contractor you can count on for your new 

home, give us a call to talk about how we can help you. 

Check page 4  

for a 

gift certificate 

any outdoor electrical 

outlet installation 

$10 OFF 

$20 
off any 

home safety 

electrical 

inspection 

Call Electrical 

Detectives 

Today! 

SINGLE USE ONLY. EXPIRES 02/01/17. MAY NOT BE 

COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS. MUST PRESENT 

THIS AD AT TIME OF YOUR CALL.  

SINGLE USE ONLY. EXPIRES 02/01/17. 

MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH 

OTHER OFFERS. MUST 

PRESENT THIS AD AT TIME 

OF YOUR CALL.  
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Red Rudolph Cocktail Recipe 
Ingredients 

1/2 ounce orange curacao 

3/4 ounce cinnamon schnapps 

1/2 ounce vodka 

6 ounces cranberry juice 

Heat the cranberry juice on 

stove until it’s hot.  

 

Pour everything else into an 

Irish coffee mug and then 

slowly add the hot cranberry 

juice. The temperature of the 

drink will be warm.  

 

Top it with whipped cream and 

garnish with sugar sprinkles on 

top. 
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Issued to: 

Approved by: 

618.988.8731 

$20 

Valid toward any service from Electrical Detectives 

Limit one per service call. No expiration.  


