
If you’re like most home owners, you give little thought to the 

ductwork that conveys warm and cool air from your furnace. 

Then you see advertisements or get a phone call from a duct 

cleaning firm and you may begin to wonder if you should 

respond.  

 

Conditions in every home are different and not everyone 

stands to benefit from air duct cleaning. It is normal for some 

amount of dust to accumulate in air ducts and this argues 

against routine cleaning on an annual basis, as is recommended 

for the working components of your home’s HVAC system.  
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Yet it stands to reason that the older your system is, the more 
likely it is that dust will build up to levels that may be 
detrimental to your family’s health. You may see excessive 
amounts of dust build-up on registers and grilles, which  
could be a signal it’s time to get your ducts cleaned out.  
 
If someone in your household suffers from recurrent  
allergies, unexplained illnesses or sniffling, it could be related 
to contaminants in your indoor environment. These could  
be caused by pollen, mites and/ or mold growth in your 
ductwork. Sometimes mold is visible on grilles and  
registers, a sure sign you need your ducts cleaned.  
Another signal might be the presence of musty odors  
in your house – or worse. Some ducts can get infested  
with dead rodents or insects and the  
nasty smell might be hard to trace.  
 
If you think your home stands to benefit from  
duct cleaning, the next big question is who to call  
to do the job. Think hard about this. The duct cleaning  
industry has its share of shady and  

ill-trained operators who will 
do little to improve conditions and 

in some cases can make things worse.  
 

   Company longevity is usually a good sign of 
reliability. By definition, a fly-by-night firm won’t stick 
around long. Having a reputation to protect is one of 
the best assurances you can get of a job done right.  
 
Avoid companies that make sweeping claims about 
the health benefits of duct cleaning or use scare 
tactics to persuade you to hire them. Also beware of 
companies that quote unusually low prices.  
 
Ask the company if they are experienced in duct 
cleaning and have worked on systems like yours. Also 
ask what procedures they will use to protect your 
family, your pets and your home from contamination 

that could be released from the ductwork during 
cleaning if not done properly.   
 
Ask them if they comply with duct cleaning 

standards established by the National Air Duct 
Cleaners Association. If your ducts are 

constructed of fiber glass duct board or 
insulated internally with fiber glass 
duct liner, then ask if they comply 
with the North American Insulation 
Manufacturers Association's 
recommendations.  
 
If you want to save yourself some 
trouble, just call Your Company! Our 
company embodies the credentials 
just outlined and we take pride in our 

reputation for superior work and  
top-notch customer care.  

What did  

the air  

conditioning 

say to the man?  

I'm your biggest fan. 

 

Our Summer is so hot,  

I saw a chicken lay  

a fried egg. 
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Common Home 

Inspection Flaws 
If you are trying to sell your home, you will probably  

find a buyer hiring a professional home inspector to go  

over it. In a buyer’s market, the inspection report often  

ends up as a punch list the home owner must get fixed  

before closing the sale. Here are some of the most common  

problems that crop up, according to the American Society of  

Home Inspectors. 

 

 Plumbing leaks, often unnoticed by current occupants or thought  

too trivial to repair. Especially bothersome are leaks in a toilet’s seal 

that may cause damage to the wood subfloor. 

 

 Wiring issues. Sometimes rodents chew through wires or a  

DIY project goes against code. A good inspector will check  

outlets to make sure they are properly wired and  

grounded.  

 

 Furnace cracks and ductwork leaks. Some  

inspectors may also flag older HVAC equipment   

that still might be functioning okay but wastes 

energy or is simply near the end of its life   

span. 

 

•  Windows with a broken seal or a 

double-paned window with signs  

of condensation. Many buyers   

will demand them to be 

replaced or subtract the cost 

from the selling price. 

 

•  Stoves or  ovens 

without a safety 

device on the  

  

floor to prevent them from tipping over. 

This is often overlooked by installers. 

 

Professional home inspectors say they can 

almost always find flaws in homes built 

between the mid-1990s and 2008. That was 

a heyday for home building and most 

builders had trouble finding enough 

qualified workers. Let the seller beware! 3 
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Summer Fun Heating & 

Cooling Crossword 
Down 

2. Levels or Degrees of heat 

3. Proof of a good workout 

5. Family trip 

7. Allies/Mates 

8. Cheerful dwarf 

10. The hottest season 

12. Opposite of cold 

14. To sift or remove particles 

16. Discount voucher 

18. Passageway for air conditioning 

19. To join in a game 

Across 

1. exterior of home 

4. Olympic sport in pool 

6. Air conditioner, for short 

9. Unwind, rest 

11. Temperature controller 

13. Entertaining enjoyment 

15. Heating & Air specialist 

17. Cookout or sauce 

19. Lunch on the grass 

Quick & Easy Grilled Salmon 

1 (6 oz.) salmon 

2 tsp. fresh dill 

1 tbsp. butter 

1/2 lemon, thinly sliced 

Source: Triedandtasty.com/quick-easy-grilled-salmon/ 

Ingredients 

Directions 

Preheat grill. Place salmon on top of lemon  

slices on a piece of tin foil large enough to fold  

into a pouch. Sprinkle with dill, top with butter. Fold foil  

over and seal into a small packet; securing edges. Grill for  

10min or until salmon is perfectly pink and easily flakes. 


