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• Automate Your Home Step-by-Step • 

     The phrase “smart home” has crept into our lingo to describe 

automatic electronic features that save money and add convenience to 

home owners. To many people a smart home is something available only 

to the likes of Bill Gates or Warren Buffett. Not so. Home automation 

technology is affordable to most home owners, especially if you take it 

one step at a time rather than try to convert your entire home into 

Disney World’s Epcot. 

      

     There are home automation control devices available that enable you 

to add or expand features one at a time rather than going all in. This will 

hold down initial cost and give you confidence that home automation is 

worthwhile. Here are some suggestions for a step-by-step automation 

plan.  

 

     Lights when needed: One of the simplest automation features to 

install is to have your lights come on when you walk into a room and shut 

off when the room is vacant. This not only cuts down your electricity bill, 

it’s also a safety feature that prevents you from stumbling over furniture 

when you have to get up in the middle of the night. Lighting can also be 

controlled with a timer, or with a smart phone, so they will turn on and 

off when you’re not at home in order to fool potential burglars.  

      

     Smart thermostat: Programmable thermostats enable you to set 

different temperatures automatically at different times, for example, 

turning the heat down (or up during hot weather) when nobody’s home 

and resetting to your comfort level just before you get back inside. If your 

HVAC system is zoned, you can even provide different temperatures for 

different rooms. Smart thermostats also can be controlled remotely via 

smart phone. They save energy and lower heating/cooling bills. 

 

     Automated curtains: Another temperature-control feature that 

can be added to your home is automated window treatments.  
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Polish Stainless Steel 
with Cream of Tartar 

Mix a few drops of water with 

1 tablespoon cream of tartar. 

5 Soak Toilet 
Bowls with Coke 

Fill bowl with Coke & let it 

sit for half an hour. The 

acidity will break down 

the dirt and lime scale. 

Then just use a brush to 

gently scrub away. 

2 Deodorize & 
Clean a Microwave 
with Lemons 

Rings should be gone 

within 15 minutes. Apply 

olive oil after to 

moisturize wood. 

7 Submerge Shower 
Head with Vinegar 

Fill a plastic bag with vinegar. 

Immerse your shower head in 

bag, and use a rubber band to 

tie bag to let sit overnight. 

Microwave a glass bowl of 

water with lemon slices for 5 

minutes. Wait for the liquid 

to cool then wipe clean! 

Fill a spray bottle with 
rubbing alcohol and 
spray on a stained 
microfiber couch. Scrub 
with a clean brush until 
stains are gone! 

Blinds, curtains or shutters can be opened at sunrise and closed at sunset, or whichever other 

times you desire. Simply push a button on the control (or your smart phone) can, presto, the 

window treatments respond. Different treatments in different parts of the home can be 

programmed to respond all at once or individually. 

 

     Electronic locks: Still hiding a spare key under the doormat, or anywhere else a 

burglar knows where to look? If you or someone else in your family is in the habit of 

misplacing keys, consider an electronic locking system that allows entry via 

codes that can be reset as often as you like. Some electronic locks also allow 

you to lock and unlock from a smart phone. One of the keenest features 

on some models is to send a text message when someone enters, such 

as when you kid gets home from school. 

  

     You may not be able to entirely duplicate the 

lifestyle of Bill Gates or Warren Buffett, but you 

can get an inkling of how they live with home 

electronics that respond at the touch of 

your fingertips. Give us a call to 

discuss installing a control 

system. 

• Automate Your Home Step-by-Step • 
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Use Vinegar 
to Clean Glass 
Cook Top 
Just spray a 1:1 

mixture of vinegar 

and water, then 

wipe with a clean 

towel. 

$25 OFF 
ANY 

SERVICE 
JOB 

10 OFF 
ANY 

$ 

RECESSED 

LIGHTING 

INSTALLATION 

SINGLE USE ONLY. EXPIRES 9-1-16. MAY NOT BE COMBINED 

WITH OTHER OFFERS. MUST PRESENT AT TIME OF YOUR CALL. 

Clean Dirty 
Ovens 

Make a solution of 
equal parts baking 
soda and vinegar to 
wipe the grime from 
your oven. 

Dust Lampshades 
with a Lint Roller 

SINGLE USE ONLY. EXPIRES 

9-1-16. MAY NOT BE 

COMBINED WITH OTHER 

OFFERS. MUST PRESENT AT 

TIME OF YOUR CALL. 

Many people spend megabucks on remodeling 
projects as a way to enhance their home value. 
Actually, most remodeling projects result in 
negative value, meaning they cost more than 
they enhance a home’s selling price. Large-scale 
projects, like creating a basement recreation 
room, are especially risky.  

 

Each year, Remodeling magazine in conjunction 
with the National Association of Realtors and 
Realtor Magazine, conducts a study estimating 
the cost of home improvement projects 
compared with the percentage of cost owners 
can expect to recoup when they sell. Their latest 
study, from 2015, shows that minor projects, like 
replacing the front door, usually give bigger bang 
for the buck that major renovations. Here are the 
top 10 projects, measured nationally, with the 
percentage of cost recovered: 

 

1. Entry door replacement (101.8%) 

2. Manufactured stone veneer (92.2%) 

3. Garage door replacement—mid-range (88.5%) 

4. Siding replacement, fiber cement (84.3%) 

5. Garage door replacement—upscale (82.5%) 

6. Vinyl siding replacement (80.7%) 

7. Deck addition, wood (80.5%) 

8. Minor kitchen remodel (79.3%) 

9. Window replacement, wood (78.8%) 

10. Attic bedroom (77.2%) 

 

 

The 10 lowest returns were: 

1. Sunroom addition (48.5%) 

2. Home office addition (48.7%)  

3. Master suite addition (53.7%) 

4. Garage addition (54.7%) 

5. Bathroom addition, mid-range (57.8%) 

6. Bathroom addition, upscale (58.6%) 

7. Deck addition, composite (58.9%) 

8. Major kitchen remodel (59.0%) 

9. Bathroom remodel, upscale (59.8%) 

10. Backup power generator (59.9%) 

Remodeling Bang for Bucks 



Fresh Fruit 
and Yogurt 

Ice Pops IN
G

R
E

D
IE

N
T

S
 

1 

2 

3 

2 cups fresh blueberries, raspberries, strawberries 
and sliced bananas, mixed 

2 cups plain or vanilla yogurt 

1/4 cup white sugar 

8 small paper cups 

8 popsicle sticks 

•                   

  
• 

• 

• 

• 

Place the mixed blueberries, raspberries, strawberries, 

sliced bananas, yogurt, and sugar into a blender. Cover, and 

blend until fruit is chunky or smooth, as desired. 

 

Fill paper cups 3/4 full with fruit mixture. Cover the top of 

each cup with a strip of aluminum foil. Poke a popsicle stick 

through the center of the foil on each cup. 

 

Place the cups in the freezer for at least 5 hours. To serve, 

remove foil and peel off the paper cup. 

Source:  Allrecipes.com/recipe/143168/fresh-fruit-and-yogurt-ice-pops/ 
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