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26th February 2021 

 

Dear parent/carer, 

You will have heard the Government’s announcement that schools will open fully in England 

from 8th March.  We know that for many of you the news will be welcomed and for some it 

will be a worrying time.   

It is important to remember that for most children, COVID-19 is a very mild illness, but 

children can still carry the virus and pass it to others, even if they have no symptoms at all.  

This is why the protective measures at school must remain for the time being; and why we 

need your support to make sure that our schools are as safe as they can be – for your 

children, for the staff, for your family and for everyone else in the community. 

We still have a very high COVID-19 rate in Calderdale, and this means that the return to 

school is one of the only major loosening of restrictions that we can consider at the 

moment.  This is without risking another rise in cases and a return to lockdown.  The 

Government message is still to stay at home as much as possible and avoid contact with 

others from outside of your household as much as you can. 

Each school has its own risk assessment and controls in place to ensure they can operate as 

safely as possible.  We would like to thank the very many parents and carers who have been 

supporting their child’s learning at home.  We know that has been challenging for many of 

you.  It is now very important that all children return to face-to-face learning and are able to 

benefit from the social and emotional aspects of school along with their academic work.  

The Government has been clear that attendance is mandatory once all children return to 

school so if you have any concerns about your child attending, please do discuss those with 

your child’s school. 

Please respect social distancing at drop-off and pick-up.  Schools will have measures in place 

to make it as safe as possible, and enforcement officers from the Council or the Police will 

be checking people are doing the right thing.  Use a face covering unless you are exempt.  

Remember, new strains of COVID-19 can pass between people much more easily than the 

strain that was most common when schools were last fully open.  It can be really tempting 

to stop and chat with a friend you haven’t seen for months, or to invite a much-loved 

classmate round for a playdate or sleepover, but we must wait a while longer to do these 

things. 

If your child is at secondary school, please do consent to them taking part in lateral flow 

unless there is a medical reason not to do so.  The tests can be done at home and involve 

just a quick nose swab.  They are already in widespread use in workplaces, hospitals and 



 

care settings. Locally, we’ve already seen how well they work in stopping outbreaks in our 

schools and nurseries.  The tests won’t be used to keep children in school who have been in 

contact with someone who has tested positive, but they will be help us to find the 1 in 3 

people who have COVID-19 without symptoms (but who can still pass it to others).   

We all want a return to some sort of normality – for our children and for ourselves - but it is 

so important that we continue to follow the restrictions that are in place, because they are 

there to protect us all. 

Thank you all again and we all look forward to the loosening of further measures as 

immunity builds in Calderdale through the vaccination programme.   

If you or your child have any concerns about COVID-19, contact the Healthy Futures 

Calderdale school nursing team by phone on 0303 330 9974 or by text on 07480 635297 

(young people) or 07507 332157 (parents/carers). 

 

 

 

 

 

Deborah Harkins Julie Jenkins 

Director of Public Health Director of Children and Young People’s 

Services 

  

 

 

 

 

 



Keeping families safe in Calderdale  
COVID-19 related absence from school or childcare: a guide for parents and carers 

v1.2 25th February 2021 

The main symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are: 

• a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your 

chest or back (you do not need to measure your temperature) 

• a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more 

than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you 
usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

• a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means 

you've noticed you cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or 
taste different to normal 

Most people with COVID-19 have at least 1 of these symptoms. 

If your child has any of the main symptoms of COVID-19 

• Keep your child at home. 

• Arrange a test online (search NHS COVID-19 testing) or 
by calling 119 as soon as possible. 

• Anyone your child lives with, and anyone in your support 
bubble, must also stay at home.  When you get your test 
result you will be advised what to do next.   

If you or your child are worried about COVID-19, speak to 
your health visitor or school nurse 
Health Visiting Team: 030 0304 5076 
School Nursing Team: 030 3330 9974 

What to do if… Action needed Return to school/setting when… 

…my child has one or more of the 
main COVID-19 symptoms 

→ Do not come to school/setting 

→ Contact school/setting to inform us 

→ Self-isolate the whole household 
including siblings 

→ Arrange a PCR test for anyone in the 
household with symptoms 

→ Inform school/setting about test result 

...the test comes back negative 
 
If you are unable to get a test for your child within 5 days 
of them developing symptoms, or you choose not to 
arrange a test, you must follow the advice below. 
 

…my child has a runny nose, sore 
throat, headache, sickness or 
diarrhoea but doesn’t have any of 
the main COVID-19 symptoms 

→ Contact school or setting to inform us if 
your child won’t be attending 

→ Ring on each day of illness 

… they feel well enough to do so, and after 48 hours 
following the last bout of sickness or diarrhoea 

…my child tests positive for COVID-
19 
 
 
 

→ Do not come to school/setting 

→ Contact school/setting to inform us 

→ Self-isolate the whole household 
including siblings 
- For anyone with symptoms: this is 

for at least 10 days from when they 
started with symptoms 

- For anyone who doesn’t develop 
symptoms: this is for at least 10 days 
from when the first person started 
with symptoms 

...10 days have passed since symptoms began, and the 
child feels well and does not have a temperature.  The child 
can return even if they still have a cough or loss/change to 
their sense of taste or smell as these symptoms can last for 
several weeks 
 
Remember, others in your household may still be self-
isolating 

… I am unable to get a test for my 
child within 5 days of them 
developing symptoms of COVID-19, 
or I choose not to arrange a test 

→ Do not come to school/setting 

→ Contact school/setting to inform us 

→ Self-isolate the whole household 
including siblings 
- For anyone with symptoms: this is 

for at least 10 days from when they 
started with symptoms 

- For anyone who doesn’t develop 
symptoms: this is at least 1 days 
from when the first person started 
with symptoms 

 

...10 days have passed since the symptoms began, and the 
child feels well and does not have a temperature.  The child 
can return even if they still have a cough or loss/change to 
their sense of taste or smell as these symptoms can last for 
several weeks 
 
Remember, others in your household may still be self-
isolating 
 
If the child is a contact of a confirmed case, they must 
continue to self-isolate for the full 10 days 

…my child tests negative for 
COVID-19 

→ Contact school/setting to inform us 

→ Discuss with us when your child can come 
back 

 

…they feel well enough to do so, unless: 

→ Anyone else in the household has tested positive for 
COVID-19 in the last 10 days 

→ Anyone else in the household has symptoms and 
hasn’t received a negative test result 

→ They are a contact of a confirmed case 

→ They have returned from abroad are required to 
quarantine (as per current Government advice) 

…someone in my household (other 
than my child) has 
COVID-19 symptoms 

→ Do not come to school/setting 

→ Contact school/setting to inform us 

→ Self-isolate the whole household  

→ Arrange a test for anyone in the 
household with symptoms 

→ Inform school/setting about test result 

...the test comes back negative or if no test taken, 10 days 
have passed since the person started with symptoms  
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What to do if… Action needed Return to school/setting when… 

…someone in my household (other 
than my child) tests 
positive for COVID-19 

→ Do not come to school/setting 

→ Contact school/setting to inform us 

→ Self-isolate the whole household  
- For anyone with symptoms: this is 

for at least 10 days from when they 
started with symptoms 

- For anyone who doesn’t develop 
symptoms: this is at least 10 days 
from when the first person started 
with symptoms 

 

… 10 days have passed since the person developed 
symptoms (or since the date of their test if they did not 
have symptoms). 
 
If your child develops symptoms during this time, you 
should arrange a PCR test.  If they test positive or are not 
tested, they must stay at home for 10 days from when they 
started with symptoms 

… I am unable to get a test for 
someone in my household (other 
than my child) within 5 days of 
them developing symptoms COVID-
19 symptoms 

→ Do not come to school/setting 

→ Contact school/setting to inform us 

→ Self-isolate the whole household 
including siblings 
- For anyone with symptoms: this is 

for at least 10 days from when they 
started with symptoms 

- For anyone who doesn’t develop 
symptoms: this is at least 14 days 
from when the first person started 
with symptoms 

… 10 days have passed since the person developed 
symptoms  
 
If your child develops symptoms during this time, you 
should arrange a PCR test.  If they test positive or are not 
tested they must stay at home for 10 days from when they 
started with symptoms 

…Someone in my household had a 
test for COVID-19 but the result 
was inconclusive 

→ Continue to self-isolate the whole 
household 

→ Arrange a retest if possible within 5 days 
from the person starting with symptoms.  

→ If you are unable to arrange a retest, 
follow advise above for “I am unable to 
get a test” 

… 10 days have passed since the person developed 
symptoms, if unable to get a retest. 
 
…if able to get a retest, see advise boxes on what to do it 
someone tests positive or negative for COVID-19. 
 

… my child has been identified as a 
contact of a confirmed COVID-19 
case 

→ Do not come to school/setting 

→ Contact school/setting to inform us 

→ If the contact was within school/setting, 
you will receive a notification letter from 
us 

→ Do not arrange a test unless your child 
develops symptoms 

→ Siblings can continue to attend 

… 10 days have passed since the person developed 
symptoms (or since the date of their test if they did not 
have symptoms). 
 
If your child develops symptoms during this time, you 
should arrange a PCR test.  If they test positive or are not 
tested, they must stay at home for 10 days from when they 
started with symptoms 

… someone else in my household 
has been identified as a contact of 
a confirmed COVID-19 case 

→ The household member must self-isolate 
for 14 days 

→ The person should not arrange a test 
unless they develop symptoms 

→ Child can continue to attend school  
 

… child can continue to attend 

… I’ve heard that someone at 
school has tested positive for 
COVID-19 

→ If your child is identified as a contact, you 
will be notified and advised what 
happens next 

… child can continue to attend 

… My child has travelled abroad 
 

→ If your child is required to quarantine (as 
per current Government advice), contact 
school/setting to inform us 

→ If your child is not required to quarantine, 
they can return to school/setting 

→ You should not arrange a test for COVID-
19 unless your child develops symptoms 

… your child has completed quarantine, if required 

… I have received medical advice 
that my child must shield 

Do not come to school/setting 
Contact school/setting to inform us 

…you are informed that restrictions are lifted, and shielding 
is paused again 

… someone in my household has 
symptoms of COVID-19 but a 
lateral flow test (LFT) they use for 
work is negative 

You must arrange PCR testing in the usual 
way.  LFT should not be used to rule out 
COVID-19 in someone who has symptoms or 
who has been in contact with a positive case 

… the PCR test comes back negative or 10 days have passed 
since the person started with symptoms 

#healthyfuturescalderdale 
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