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Welcome to our Autumn term newsletter which includes information
about many events and activities that have been taking place, both in
and out of the academy. I am sure you will agree that Lightcliffe Academy has been a hive of activity this Autumn term!
It has been good to meet with parents during this term, including our
‘Meet the Principal’ events and there are further meetings planned for
2020.
We have strengthened our partnerships with our local primary schools and we are now
working together to ensure successful transition for all of our students. There have been very
successful visits to and from partner Primary School Headteachers, teachers and students
and this will continue next term. We are keen to ensure that Lightcliffe Academy becomes the
‘school of choice’ for all of our community.

Our first visit from Ofsted took place in October 2019 and we were pleased that they recognised the rapid improvements in leadership, behaviour and teaching and learning that are
taking place across the academy.
May I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and I look forward to a very successful 2020.

Jackie Nellis
Principal

Date

Event

Time

7th January 2020

Students return to school

8.30am

14th January

Y11 Parents Consultation Evening

4pm-6.30pm

https://en-gb.facebook.com/lightcliffeacad/

@lightcliffeacad

As we approach the most wonderful time of the year we want all of our students to have a fantastic time
but we also want to make sure they return safe and sound in January. Here are a few pointers to keep
your child(ren) safe over the holidays:


As with all school holidays, it is likely young people will be out and about spending more time with
their friends. Knowing where they are, who they are with and setting firm fair boundaries will help to
keep them safe.



The festive season can mean lots of parties which may lead to risk-taking behaviour from young
people, particularly older students. We know that in unsupervised environments, issues can arise in
relation to alcohol, drugs and sexual activity so we would encourage all parents to have open and
frank conversations with their children around expectations in this regard.



Christmas time can mean plenty of new electronic gadgets, games and lots of time spent in online
activity. Unfortunately, predators also recognise this and can be particularly active so please make
sure that you are monitoring your child(ren)’s screen time and online activity in order to keep them
safe.

From everyone in the safeguarding team at Lightcliffe Academy, we would like to wish all families a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year and we look forward to seeing all students back safe on the 7th January,
raring to go!

TERM DATES 2019-2020
Spring term 2020
Training Day
Open
Close
Training Day

Monday 6 January 2020 (staff only)
Tuesday 7 January
Thursday 13 February
Friday 14 February (staff only)

Open
Close

Monday 24 February
Friday 3 April

Summer term 2020
Open
Closed
Close

Monday 20 April
Friday 8 May - MAY DAY
Friday 22 May

Open
Close
Training Day

Monday 1 June
Friday 17 July
Monday 20 July

TERM DATES 2020-2021
Autumn term 2020
Training Day

Monday 7 September (staff only)

Open (Y7, Y11 & Post 16 Only)

Tuesday 8 September

Open Whole School

Wednesday 9 September

Training Day (Open Day)
Close

Thursday 8 October (staff only)
Friday 23 October

Open

Monday 2 November

Trust Training Day
Close

November (staff only) date to be confirmed
Friday 18 December

Spring term 2021
Open
Close

Monday 4 January
Friday 12 February

Open
Close

Monday 22 February
Thursday 1 April

Summer term 2021
Open
Closed
Close

Monday 19 April
Monday 3 May - MAY DAY
Friday 28 May

Open
Close
Training Day
Training Day

Monday 7 June
Friday 23 July
26 July (staff only)
27 July (staff only)

14th January

—

Year 11

25th February —

Year 12 & Year 13

3rd March

—

Year 9

24th March

—

Year 8

2nd June

—

Year 10

https://lightcliffeacademy.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/

A group of Year 5 students from Bailiffe Bridge Primary school visited our Technology department
earlier this month. Their theme was structures and
the environment and we managed to make 3 products.
—A storage container
from a plastic milk bottle
—A key ring from discarded confectionary packaging

Former Lightcliffe Academy student and current
Huddersfield Giants Super League player Alex Mellor came into school to speak to a group of Year 10
students. The Golden Points intervention programme has been delivered by Mr Lewis throughout the academic year to raise the aspirations of
sport minded students.
Alex spoke openly
about his journey
as a student a
Lightcliffe and his
highs and lows in
becoming a professional sportsman.
The students asked
a series of questions which included topics such as
the challenges of
balancing sport and education, career highs and
lows, inspirational people in his life, aspirations
linked to the game and planning for post rugby retirement as an accountant. Special mention must
go to James Helliwell and Matthew Briggs who
were the outstanding joint winners of the Golden
Point competition where a score is generated from
positive comments and negative behaviour points
on Class charts.

—Items of clothing suitable for wedding attire

They all had a great time and even said that they
wanted to come to this school as it's 'Awesome'

Mrs Henry

In addition to this all the selected students have
had one to one career meetings with Lindsey
Woodward from CK Careers, been placed on a positive behaviour report card and met with Mr Lewis
on a weekly basis studying an aspiration based
curriculum. The programme will continue throughout Year 11 and support the students at an important time in their education.
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In November, KS3 History students were asked to complete a project for Black History month. This
could be researching an influential individual, recreating artwork by black artists, visiting the slavery museum or researching the Windrush generation. The best work is displayed in school. There
were some fantastic entries and it was incredibly difficult to judge but the winners were... Mia Robinson, Logan Knapton, Kadie Feather, Lola and Lexie Hobson and Isabelle Holgate (year 7)

Ms Gledhill

KS3 students have been challenged this term to work on developing their oracy skills. Students
have been debating the causes of World War One in History and whether the rainforest should be
a global or a national asset in Geography. All the teachers were very impressed by the students
efforts. There will be a debate club launching soon and we would love as many students to get involved as possible!

Ms Gledhill

5

On Wednesday 11th December we held out annual local community Christmas party in the Post 16 centre. It was organised by the post 16 students and each person that attended was given a hamper gift
which included items that had been donated from students across the school. Huge thank you for all
the donations that were given.
The event was a success and it was brilliant to
have so many post 16 students helping with the
event. Everyone did their little bit to make our
guests leave in a happy, festive mood. The afternoon included afternoon tea and then some
games of bingo, beetle drive and a raffle.

Well done to all the students for supporting the party and giving up their time to help and all the
staff that helped to encourage their form with hamper donations it was much appreciated.

Mrs Fuller

This term a gardening club was started with a
small group of students. We have planted bulbs
in pots for the spring started on tidying the garden and raised beds and potted up some chrysanthemums and sweet William plants, plus
looking after plants in the LRC area.
In November we heard that we had been awarded the RHS level 1 school gardening award and
we are now working towards the higher levels.
We hope to plant more things including vegetables and bedding plants in the future terms.

Over one hundred students across years 9 and 10
enjoyed a slap-up Pizza Feast to celebrate their
achievements in Half Term 1. Each student had
managed to get 100% attendance across the eight
weeks and, in addition, had a perfect behaviour
record. Forty large pizzas were demolished with
little left over and students enjoyed a positive
social event livened by a little communal singing. Well done to all, can they keep the record
intact until Christmas?

Mrs Atkinson

Mrs Gilchrist

Year 9 Computer Science pupils entered the Government Cyber assess competition which is trying to inspire the next generation of cyber security experts as there is a shortage in the UK's
cyber capable workforce.
The following year 9s have made it through to the
2nd stage

Delton Chapman, Max Johnson, Alfie Joyce, Keiran Kaushal, Finlay Sunderland and Toby Wilkinson
There are 4 stages in total that include hundreds
of hours' worth of challenges, and tasks. These
challenges can cover everything from Linux to
programming

Ms S Crossley
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RSA - Apprenticeship workshops with year 13
students
On Wednesday 29th Nov David Selby from RSA
came into school to deliver 3 workshops to year
13 students whom are considering applying for
apprenticeships next year. They looked at interview skills and how to give examples from activities students do both in and out of school to answer potential interview questions.

On Wednesday 6th November our A-Level physics students were given the opportunity to attend
a taster day in the School of Physics and Astronomy at Leeds University. Students took part in a
real Astrophysics lecture delivered by a senior
lecturer in the school and used live data to compare the Luminosity of celestial objects.
After breaking for lunch they were taken to the
Physics labs where they performed hands-on lab
experiments relating to each of the primary five
research areas. These were skill-testing workshops that developed problem-solving abilities
and which will help to make the most of Year 12
and 13.

On Thursday 5th Dec all the students that attended the workshops will be visiting the RSA offices
at Dean Clough to have a tour of the business
and have a mock 1:2:1 interview from an RSA employer as they would have at a real interview.
This will help students to develop their own interview skills which they will need when they
start applying for apprenticeships very soon.
Feedback was great and we will look to implement some ideas when the students embark on
their astrophysics content in Y13.

Mr Davies

Mrs Fuller
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10 Year 12 students took part in the National Skills Competition at Brighouse Sixth Form on Wednesday 11th December. Students had to work in small teams to devise a business plan for Football Manager, this included completing research, creating an advert and researching the costings and revenue. 5 out of 10 teams were successful in presenting to a judging panel. We lost out to Brooksbank
who were successful in securing their place in the final.

Miss Drury

Miss Carter, Miss Drury and Mrs Farthing-Kaye’s core PE groups did a
strictly come Christmas dancing competition in their lessons this final
week.
The students worked in groups and
came up with a routine and then four
students acted as judges for the competition.
It got everyone in the Christmas spirit!

Miss Carter
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Friday 13th September—Kira Horsfall
- for her outstanding array of highlighters in
English Language. She came over-prepared for
lesson and as a result, boosted WH Smith’s
share price. Mr Hamill

Friday 20th September—Marco Ciric
- for working well in sociology and performing
well in the assessment. Miss Batley

Friday 27th September—Keziah Helliwell
- for volunteering (quite enthusiastically) to help
out with AR sessions. Mr Hamill

Friday 4th October—Kaitlyn Robinson
- for an excellent start in H&SC.
Bookwork, focus and work ethic is
spot on. Miss Dobson

Friday 11th October—Pierre Rich & Abigail Ryan
- Excellent presentation for open evening, Mrs
Fuller & Mrs Nellis

Friday 18th October—Portia Hanson
- for her improvement in work ethic, undertaking
additional work in sociology to improve understanding in subject. Miss Batley

Friday 25th October 2019Jordan Chiu
- for his dedication to revision sessions having
been the only one to attend every session thus
far. Mr Farrow

Friday 8th November—Lucy Hillam
- working exceptionally hard on her Chemistry
this term so far and excelling! Miss LegrayWise

Friday 15th November—Bryan RianoSalamanca
- for his excellent work shown to University
lecturers. Mr Cross

Friday 22nd November—Amy White
- For her conscientious approach to her organisation and for sharing useful resources
from her independent learning with the rest of
the group. She has a fantastic collaborative attitude. Mr Hamill

Friday 29th November—Pierce Rich

- worked really hard on Biology revision. Mr
Tetlaw

Friday 6th December—Olivia Coles
- For her constant hard work and positive attitude towards drama. Mr Cross

Friday 13th December—Danae Kemp
- For helping organise the dance festival and
for her beautiful solo dance in it. Danae choreographed dances and made sure
all students were ready if they
were next on stage. Mrs FarthingKaye

On Saturday 5th October, Charlie Whitten, a year 8
student from Lightcliffe Academy, undertook his first
ever Taekwondo Grading assessment for his first belt
at North Halifax Taekwondo which is based at the
Threeways Centre in Halifax.
The assessment was carried out by 6 times World and
9 times European champion Mr Roger Lawrence who
travelled over from Liverpool to carry out the assessment.
Charlie was successful in his assessment and was presented with his new belt on Saturday Evening. Charlie
has worked really hard in the last few months to prepare for the grading and did exceptionally well. His
grading lasted about an hour.
As part of our clubs processes, we contact the schools
of the students who are successful in grading or competitions as we know some schools like to recognise
the outside achievements of students.
Neil Capper
Instructor

On the weekend of the 21st September Ben Pickard
(year 13 student) competed in the regional final for
the North of England in KartChamps 2019. He raced in
the featherweight division and raced against 11 of the
fastest drivers from Manchester, Preston, Liverpool,
Warrington, Leeds, Sheffield and his home track of
Bradford.
In order to determine his starting position in the final
race he took part in 3 heats where he got points for
his finishing position which then determined his
starting position in the final. In the heats he started
4th, 11th and 4th and finished 2nd,4th and 1st which
meant he would start the final race in pole position.
In the final race he battled with 2nd and 3rd place but
eventually managed to hold onto 1st place and win by
7 seconds meaning that he is now the 2019 indoor
karting featherweight champion for the north of England. Well done to Ben
Mrs Fuller
Assistant Principal

Keegan -Alice Brear competes with Yorkshire Martyrs
Cheerleading and Dance School, she was successful whilst
competing at the future cheer competition in Barcelona
back in June 2019. This success qualified YMCS Junior Pom
Team to compete in America at the prestigious international competition the Summit. The summit sees approximately 10,000 athletes and dancers from around the world
compete over a two day event at the ESPN wide world of
sport in Orlando Florida. From 20th April 2020 until 5th
May 2020.
Cheerleading has recently been credited the right to compete in the Olympics and has been given the athletic recognition it deserves.
We hope you will join us is congratulating Keegan-Alice
and wish her well in her future competitions.
Charlotte Robinson—Director
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Briar F in Year 7 was just amazing at the Fantasia
dance festival back in September.
There were 7 sections to dance, some were on different levels in age sections. Some are just age sections so in these you are dancing across the board
beginner to premier champs.

The art Department are now able to
tweet if you are a tweeter and would like
to follow them @Lightcliffeart https://
twitter.com/LightcliffeArt

So...
Rock n Roll under 12s —There
were 33 couples. Briar and her
partner Esme placed in.........
1st! The final was just 4 couples.
Freestyle pairs under 12 beginners— Not sure how many couples 22 or 23. Briar and Esme
placed 4th in the final 6
Slowpairs under 12. 33 couples.—This is only the 2nd
time in this dance and they made it to the semi finals
which we are very happy with.
Slow. Solo. Under 12 beginners—. She danced it 3
times so I'm guessing around 30 dancers to start
with. Briar placed 6th in the final 7.
Freestyle solo under 12 beginners—I think there were
45 dancers in this round. She didn't recall.
Street pairs under 12s—22 pairs Danced. Briar and
Esme made final 7 placing 6th
Street solo. U12s—50 dancers in this we had 7 u12
dancers from our school non in the final though. Last
dance of the weekend.
To say Briar has placed in 4 and made a semi final in 1
of 7 dances just blows me and her Dad away. Her
dedication and her recovery from an horrendous
Achilles tendon injury is astounding.
She also had her dance school Dance Stars School of
Dance annual competition the following weekend and
the ISTD National Dance Finals in October.
Briar has done extremely well this year and is also
in the chorus line for Cinderella at Bradford Play
house for 4 shows over Christmas and her dance exam in December.

Mrs F—Parent
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20th Nov 2019
Yet another fantastic set of sporting results for
Lightcliffe Academy to be proud of with an array
of outstanding finishes in the annual Calderdale
Schools Cross-Country event at Savile Park:

Year 7

Alex McKenzie- 26th
Will Steele- 3rd (Qualified for West Yorkshire Finals)
Lillia Mazurke- 5th (Qualified for West Yorkshire
Finals)
Evie Fairhurst- 12th (Qualified for West Yorkshire
Finals)

A huge well done and congratulations to our fantastic swimmers who represented Lightcliffe
Academy on Friday 15th November in the annual
Calderdale Schools Swimming Gala. A fantastic
effort from all our individuals and teams who
competed throughout the night and represented
themselves and school in highest esteem.







Ella Mazurke (1st in heat) - New PB time of
1:09:81
Fallon Woodward - 2nd in heat
Nick Hudson - 1st in heat
Harley Spears
Falicity Holt
Jack Laycock

Year 8

Scarlet Garland 28th
James Taylor 46th
Josh Taylor 8th (Qualified for West Yorkshire Finals)
Summer Gatley 30th

Year 9

Freya Hillam 44th
Ruby Condon 32nd

Recent Football Results
Yr8: Lightcliffe 11 - 1 Brighouse
Yr10: Lightcliffe 4 - 2 Brighouse
Yr7: Lightcliffe 9 - 3 Brighouse
Yr7: Lightcliffe 6 - 0 Ryburn

Year 11

Kieron Greenwood 13th
An unbelievable effort and fantastic service to
our school in what were extremely challenging
conditions under foot with recent adverse
weather. WELL DONE EVERYONE!!!

Mr Worsnop

Yr7 football - still unbeaten with a 100% winning
record and currently sitting top of the Calderdale
Schools League
Yr8 football - currently 2nd in the Calderdale
Schools League having only lost 1 game this season
Yr11 football - Q.Final of West Yorkshire Cup and
1st round of Calderdale Cup soon to be announced
Other Football Fixtures
Tues 26th November
- Yr7 & Yr9 football at home vs Todmorden
Weds 27th November
- Yr7 & 9 football at home vs Brooksbank
Thurs 28th November
- Yr7 football away vs Trinity Academy in
West Yorks. Cup Q.Final
13

School keep clear markings legal order
proposals will now be advertised in the Halifax
Courier, on the councils website
www.calderdale.gov.uk/tro and by posting notes
on street.
You will find a plan from the council attached to
the email.

Lost property is displayed outside the pastoral
office during the last week of term at both break
and lunch times. Any items which are not collected by students are sent to charity.
If items are lost within school students should re
trace their steps to try and locate them. They
may still be in the classroom or could have been
taken to Y7/Y8 Pastoral office. PE kits are occasionally taken to the PE office. Lost property is
located under the stairs leading to C2.
Students will be told in form time prior to the
end of term about lost property being put out.
It is primarily the students responsibility to look
after their own belongings and look for them if
they are misplaced.
It is good practice even thought your child is now
older, to put names inside all items of clothing
and on equipment. This helps staff to reunite belongings to students.

Careers Information, Advice and Guidance for Year 11
Students….Decision making, careers appointments, 6th
form and college open evenings and application
deadlines, apprenticeships
The Careers Advisers, Lindsey and Liz from C&K Careers have been busy seeing year 11 students for careers appointments over the last few months. All
Year 11 students are offered a one to one appointment
with a careers adviser to help them with decision
making about post 16 options and future career ideas.
Any students who have not yet had an appointment
will be offered one as soon as possible in the next
few months. Lindsey and Liz are usually in school
every day except a Thursday and students are welcome to call into the careers room (C2 11) at break or
lunchtime to speak to an adviser or to book an appointment.
All year 11 students are encouraged to visit 6th form
and college open events which are happening now
and run through until around February, with a few
extra in March/April. All students should have received a copy of the Get Organised booklet which
alongside lots of useful information about post 16 options, also includes details of open events at local
colleges and 6th forms. Students need to be aware of
application deadlines for colleges and 6th forms they
wish to apply to (they can apply to more than 1 college and are advised to do so). Deadlines vary but
many are mid-January to early February.
Students who are interested in the apprenticeship
route at the end of year are advised to apply to full
time courses as well to ensure they have a backup
plan. To increase their chances of securing an apprenticeship, students should be starting to create
their CV and finding out about training providers who
offer apprenticeship training in their chosen skill area. These providers may be having open events that
students can attend to find out more about the options available to them. They can also be starting to
look for potential employers and sending their CV out
to these companies to enquire about potential vacancies or work experience opportunities. Lindsey and
Liz can offer further advice and practical help with
job search including CV writing , completing application forms and finding and applying to advertised vacancies.
Thank you, Lindsey Woodward and Liz Hirst, Careers
Advisers
Lindsey.woodward@ckcareers.org.uk
Liz.hirst@ckcareers.org.uk
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Below are details of some of the foods available at school and some new special offers. Menu’s
can be found on the school website with more detailed information.
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