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It has been a real privilege to be at Lightcliffe Academy 
over the last couple of weeks, as I stand in for Mr Roth-
well who is absent due to ill health. Normally I spend my 
time at Abbey Grange C of E Academy in Leeds where I 
am Principal, but I have been made to feel very welcome 
at Lightcliffe, and have enjoyed getting to know students, 
staff and parents. 

As you will see, students at Lightcliffe have been involved 
in an impressive range of activities recently, and the last 2 
weeks of term look set to be busy ones in the run up to 
Christmas. I’d like to wish you all a merry Christmas and a 
happy new year, whatever you are doing over the holiday 
period. 

Mr Jon Norden 
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Date Event Time 

11th Dec Inset Afternoon - School closes to students at 12:30pm 12:30pm  

12th Dec Local Community Christmas Tea Party 12.30pm-3.30pm 

18th Dec Presentation Evening and Carol Service  7pm 

19th Dec Y11 6th Form Taster Day All Day 

21st Dec Christmas Jumper Day All Day 

21st Dec School Closes at 12.30pm for Christmas Break  12.30pm 

7th January Inset Day—School Closed to Students  

8th Jan School open  

10th Jan Y11 Parent Consultation Evening (NEW DATE) 4pm-6:30pm 

   

 

https://en-gb.facebook.com/lightcliffeacad/ @lightcliffeacad 



 

Last week’s award went to Ellie Howarth  for consistent 

and determined work ethic, works diligently in every les-

son—Miss Wood 

The Nominees Were:- 

Louise Firth - scores 43/45 on a business assessment! (LEE) 

Lizzie Sparkes - for her improved resilience whilst working 

practically (BCS) 

Jess Johnson – working so hard to get her exam papers 

completed and showing great progress (AFR) 

Ellie Howarth– consistent and determined 

work ethic, works diligently in every lesson. 

(CWD) 

Mrs Fuller 

Coby recently competed in the British Nationals 
Taekwondo competition in Sheffield. 
  
Coby did fantastically on the day and although he had a 
couple of tough draws on the way to the final against 
international competition fighters who represent the GB 
team, he did exceptionally well winning the semi-final then 
just missed out to an old foe and number 1 GB seed in the 
final. 
  
Coby showed great resilience and endeavour on the day to 
win the silver medal while also showing a high level of 
respect to his competitor after his loss in the final. 
  
He has now medalled twice nationally in the last 3 years, 
British champion (Gold) 2015 and now runner up (Silver) 
2018   

Poppy Update Coming 

 

The canteen is moving to using bio-degradable 
containers for food instead of the plastic take-out 
style boxes. Canteen staff would also like students to 
be aware that they do not stock cups for drinks, 
students are encouraged to bring a reusable bottle 
from home.  

Mr  Ball 

As part of our wellbeing for others, the staff at Lightcliffe 
Academy are making up a REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR in 
the form of a Christmas Hamper. We’re adding goodies to 
our hamper and when it’s full, it will go to someone in the 
local community to make their Christmas extra special. 

Mrs Shore 
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At this mornings club some students were doing some 

revision using some fantastic revision techniques in-

cluding mind maps and flash cards. 
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We have initiated a new group within school and 

students wishing to be considered for this group 

should hand in a written application to Mr Clarke by 

the end of school on Tuesday 4 December. It only 

needs to be a paragraph detailing why they want to 

be a part of this project and why they would be a 

good person to be involved.  

Mr Clarke 

A big thanks to Mr Judd for making us a Christmas 

Tree shaped advent calendar which we are currently 

filling with chocolate oranges.  

Staff will nominate students from 

now until Christmas who 

demonstrate our school values so we 

can reward someone every day.  

Mr Cross & Mr Clarke 

It was the Post 16 open evening last Thursday and it 
was brilliant to see so many of our excellent year 11 
students attending. The Post 16 prospectus is 
available on the school website, along with the 
application forms which is due in on Friday 18th 
January. If you need anymore information please 
contact Mrs Fuller afuller@lightcliffeacademy.co.uk  

Mrs Fuller 

On 14th November Winston Plowes, a local poet and 

writer, visited the school to deliver poetry and 

creative writing workshops to groups of students from 

Years 7-10. Amongst the activities, students learned 

how to create ‘Found Poetry’ using words and phrases 

from various sources such as newspapers, old books 

and even the radio. 

Winston read a small selection of his own poems 

which inspired and empowered the students to create 

their own masterpieces. He was extremely impressed 

with how well the students engaged and contributed 

throughout the day. 

Well done to all the students who took part, especially 

Josef Singleton Year 8, who was awarded ‘Star Poet’.   

Students all gave very positive feedback ……here are a 

few things they said about the workshops:-   

I enjoyed everything. I loved the part when we made 

poems from books, radio, newspapers and movies. 

(Hannah Ryan)  

A cool experience, plenty of fun, I enjoyed working 

with others and learning new vocabulary. 

I didn’t like poetry before but now 

it’s pretty good. I would love to do 

this again. It was so Fun! Thanks Sir! 

Mrs Whitworth (Library) 
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On Tuesday 27th November we went to the 
Progression Module Graduation Ceremony for those 
who passed the course. These students achieved the 
equivalent of a grade C at AS level and therefore 
gained 12 UCAS points to go towards their UCAS 
applications. Congratulations to Annabelle Murphy, 
Carly Winder, Lucas Waterworth, Joshua Rhodes, Beth 
Milner and Rahim Jamil, an extra special mention to 
Kate O'Malley and Jessica Johnson who not only 
passed the course but also received the outstanding 
achievement award. 

Miss Drury 

As we continue to support the Salvation Army and the 

work they do for the homeless in the cold winter 

months, we are collecting any unwanted  warm 

clothes. These could include items  such as jumpers, 

coats, hats, scarfs, blankets.  

Just before Christmas the Post 16 Student charity 

committee will be holding their annual Christmas 

afternoon tea party for guests from of our local 

community. As a Christmas gift they will give each 

person a small hamper to take away from them.  

If you have any items you would like to donate please 

bring them to the main school office by Monday 10th 

Dec for the hampers and Monday 17th December for 

the Salvation Army. 

Mrs Fuller 

On Wednesday 21st November, we took a number of our 
Year 13 students to the Annual Road Safety Event held at 
the Victoria Theatre, Halifax. 

West Yorkshire Fire and Rescue Service stages the 
roadshow which uses real life scenarios to influence 
attitudes towards road safety. Over the years this has 
proved to have had a huge impact on young drivers and/
or passengers of young drivers in particular, but is a life 
lesson for all ages. 

Key speakers from all the emergency services were at 
the event, along with those who have encountered the 
loss of a loved one as a result of the avoidable dangers 
on our roads. 

Mrs Rathmell 
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Wear your Christmas jumper or t-shirt to school on Friday 

21st December. School trousers/skirt should still be worn. 



 

On Tuesday, students from Lightcliffe Academy took part in 
the Rotary Technology Tournament. 

Their brief; to plan, design, build and present a device 
according to previously unseen criteria was met with an 
impressive response. 

The year 10 team, having achieved the maximum possible 
score for their construction achieved third place in the 
intermediate category. 

The year 12 team, similarly scoring the maximum score, 
were commended by judges for having produced the most 
impressive build of the day, coming second overall, beaten 
by a single point. 

 

Overall, the teams impressed with their conduct, 
organisation and teamwork and deserve congratulations! 

Mr Kelly 

On Monday 3rd December a group of 65 Lightcliffe Academy 

Year 11 students took part in a set of workshops delivered 

by Made for Education.  The theme of the workshops were 

aspiration and endeavour and students were treated to a 

lively couple of hours. 

In the workshop entitled ‘Goals and Aspiration’ students 

were asked to think about specific goals and then consider 

the steps needed to get to those goals starting from things 

they could do tomorrow.  There was some hilarity when a 

student wrote that he wanted to travel to Bali and his 

friend thought his goal was to travel to Bierley! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The other workshop was 

called ‘Rapid Revision’ and 

this introduced the students 

to lots of techniques to help 

them revise including mind-

mapping, use of flash cards 

and some they had never seen 

before.  Students were de-

lighted to get free pens to 

help them make a start. 

Feedback from the trainers was very good, they were full of 

praise for the enthusiasm shown by students and their po-

liteness around school.  They also conducted a feedback 

survey from the students in which the student response to 

a series of questions was overwhelmingly positive. 

Ms Atkinson 
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