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Key Dates for the Year Ahead 
 

Below are the key dates for the year ahead in order for you to help effectively plan the lead up to the GCSE 

Exams. 

 

Half Term 1 

 Monday 2nd October 2017 – Progress Report Card 1 (Attitude’s to Learning (ATL’s) ONLY). 

 Monday 30th October 2017 – Half Term Week. 

Half Term 2 

 Monday 6th November 2017 – PE GCSE Practicals begin. 

 Tuesday 21st November 2017 – Progress Report Card 2 (Predicted Grades & ATL’s). 

 Monday 11th December 2017 – Formal Mock Exams begin. 

 Monday 25th December 2017 – Christmas Holidays (2 Weeks). 

Half Term 3 

 Thursday 18th January 2018 – Mock Exam Results Day. 

 Friday 19th January 2018 – Progress Report Card 3 (Predicted Grades, Mock Exam Grades and 

ATL’s). 

 Tuesday 30th January 2018 – Y11 Parents Evening. 

 Monday 5th February 2018 – Drama Exam commences this week. 

 Monday 12th February 2018 – Food Controlled Assessment begins. 

 Monday 19th February 2018 – Half Term Week. 

Half Term 4 

 Monday 26th February 2018 – 2nd Formal Mock Exams begin. 

 Monday 26th March 2018 – Progress Report Card 4 (Predicted Grades, Mock Exam Grades and 

ATL’s). Students will also receive a booklet of their areas of weakness for each subject so they can 

focus their revision. 

 Monday 2nd April 2018 – Easter Holidays (2 Weeks). 

Half Term 5 

 Monday 14th May 2018 – Formal GCSE Examinations begin. 

 Monday 28th May 2018 – Half Term Week. 

Half Term 6 

 Friday 22nd June 2018 – GCSE Examinations end. 

 Thursday 23rd August 2018 – GCSE RESULTS DAY!! 

 



 

Post 16 Information 
 
Criteria for Post 16  
 
Students must gain 5 x Grade 5 or above (or equivalent) GCSE’s including English and Maths to study at Lightcliffe 
Post 16.  
 
 
Subjects choices for students 2017/18 (Current Year 12) 
 

BAND A BAND B BAND C BAND D BAND E 

English Language 
Applied 

Business 
Applied Business 

Business 

Studies 
Applied Science 

Maths 
*BTEC Sport 

(Double) 
Biology 

*BTEC Sport 

(Double) 
Art 

Psychology 
English 

Literature 
Drama BTEC Media  Biology 

Sociology 

*Health and 

Social Care 

(Double) 

Food Technology Chemistry 
English 

Language 

 

Health and 

Social Care 

(Single) 

ICT 

*Health and 

Social Care 

(Double) 

Geography 

 Physics Applied Law Sociology History 

 Psychology 3D Design 
Philosophy & 

Ethics 
Media Studies 

GCSE MATHS 

RESIT ONLY 
 **Photography  PE 

 GCSE ENGLISH 

RESIT ONLY 
   **Politics    

 
** This is a Campus Calderdale Subject 

 
How can you support your daughter or son during their Sixth Form experience? 
Many parents feel a little redundant once their child leaves compulsory schooling and are often unsure whether or 
not their involvement in the educational process is sought or required. From our experience at Lightcliffe Academy 
Sixth Form, we are in no doubt that constant, sympathetic parental support makes an enormous contribution to a 
student’s success. Conversely, the absence of such support can often impede a young person’s intellectual and 
emotional development at a time when despite outward appearances they are experiencing huge life changes and 
responsibilities. 
 
Study facilities at home 
This is obviously an individual preference, but perhaps an ideal would be a student’s own private space that they can 
control and feel comfortable in. This might be their study or bedroom or possibly a shared area with others. The 
important factor is that it is quiet with minimal distractions. We understand that that this is not always possible and 
sometimes compromises have to be made. The minimum requirement is that a student should be able to work in a 
warm room at a table under good lighting. Some students claim to be able to do certain kinds of work with 



 

background music, but those who attempt to “work” with their books on their knees in front of the television are 
simply wasting their time. Working with others may be necessary in some homes but the level of concentration 
needed for advanced work should not be underestimated. 
 
SIXTH FORM FACILITIES 

We have a Sixth Form Centre for students to use for their studies, along with the bistro and study room. They have all 
been designed to try to ensure that a student’s experience of the sixth form is as positive as possible.  With this in 
mind, we expect that students show respect for the facilities and conduct themselves in an appropriate manner whilst 
using them.   

Attendance and Punctuality 
We expect all Sixth Form students to arrive at school between 8.20 a.m. – 8.35 a.m. so that they are prompt for 
Period 1 that begins at 8.40 a.m. Students will be expected to attend assemblies on a Monday and form on a 
Tuesday (10.40 a.m. – 11a.m.), they will have an individual Learning Conservation with their tutor on a Wednesday, 
Thursday or Friday. Year 12 students are expected to be in school 8:40-1:20pm regardless if they have a timetabled 
lesson. There will be flexibility in this and will be an incentive scheme for those students who have proven to have an 
excellent attendance and punctuality record. Subject teachers spend a great deal of time preparing lessons and are 
entitled to expect students to arrive punctually. Lateness to lessons will not be tolerated in the sixth form. Dental 
and medical appointments should be made outside of school hours and no holidays will be permitted during term-
time. Leave for non-medical emergencies must be requested to the Principal well ahead of any planned absence and 
is only granted in extreme circumstances. Attendance is crucial and will follow the pyramid. 

 
 
Meetings for Parents and Carers 
Parents’ Evening and Moving On Evenings provide opportunities to meet the student’s subject teaching staff as well 
as the sixth form tutor team and the Director of Post 16. By prior appointment, the Director of Post 16, Heads of 
Lightcliffes’s, subject teachers and form tutors are also available for meetings during the year. Please do contact us if 
you have any questions or concerns regarding any aspect of sixth form life.  
 

 



 

New Grading System 
 

In the summer 2018 when your son/daughter picks up his/her examination results, the majority of 

certificates will contain the new number grading system (9-1).   

 

The table below shows you roughly how the old system converts to the new. 

Old Grading System Description New Grading System 

A*+ Secure A* (Top end) 9 

A* Grade A* 8 

A Grade A 7 

B/B+ Mid to Strong Grade B 6 

C+/B- Strong C to Weak B 5 

C-/C Weak to Mid C 4 

D Grade D 3 

E Grade E 2 

F/G Grade F or G 1 

U Unclassified U 

 
The new grades are being brought in to signal that GCSEs have been reformed and to better differentiate 
between students of different abilities. 
 
In the first year each new GCSE subject is introduced, broadly the same proportion of students will get a 
grade 4 or above as would have got a grade C or above in the old system. 
 

 
Government Video 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-gcse-9-to-1-grades-coming-soon 

GCSE’s still on the old 

grading system are: 

 

Health & Social Care 

ICT GCSE 

All Technologies 

GCSE Business Studies 

GCSE Psychology 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-gcse-9-to-1-grades-coming-soon


 

Controlled Assessment Calendar 
 

In order to help your son/daughter organise his/her time effectively, a timetable is produced below for 

when each subject’s controlled assessment should be completed by. 

 

Please encourage your son/daughter to keep you up to speed with the progress in each of his/her subjects 

and any additional sessions that may be on offer to improve various elements of their controlled 

assessment. 
 

Subject 
Percentage 
of Course 

Start End Comments 

Art 

40% - 
Controlled 

Assessment 
60% - 

Portfolio 

Already Begun 

Portfolio work to be 
finished by Jan 18. 

Exam (CA) 
component - prep 
work from Jan 18 

onwards. 

  

Dance 

60% - 
Controlled 

Assessment 
40% - 

Externally 
Marked 

Performance 

Already Begun February HT 2018 Unit 1 - Externally examined unit. 

Drama 100% Already Begun June 2018 Performance is early May 2017 

Food 
Technology 

60% 
Piece 1 - 1st Sept 17  
Piece 2 - 1st Nov 17 

End of February 
2018 

4 hour practical – to be done in 
January/February 18 

Graphic 
Design 

60% After Feb HT 2017 February HT 2018 only 1 lesson per week 

Health & 
Social 

60% 3rd Jan 17 October Half Term   

ICT 60% Already Begun October Half Term only 1 lesson per week 

Music BTEC 60% Already Begun End of January 2018   

Resistant 
Materials 

60% After Feb HT 2017 February HT 2018 only 1 lesson per week 

Textiles 60% 
First week in June 

2017 
December 2017 4 lesson CA and 1 lesson theory 

 

Nightclub 
 

The Nightclub is a self-directed study room for anyone who wishes to revise in a quiet environment. 

This will run each night of the week and will be in the Library classroom. 

Further details coming soon. 

 

 

 



 

Class Charts 
 

Class Charts is the new student and parent homework and communication app that we have launched this 

year which has replaced MILK. 

 

By now all students should have had their login via their form tutor and should have downloaded the app 

on their phone/tablet/computer. 

 

Parents will be receiving their logins and passwords this week with an accompanying letter detailing how it 

all works.  The web link, in case you want to view it on a PC, is www.classcharts.com/parent 

 

Below is a few screen shots of what you will see as a parent about your child’s homework and behaviour. 

 

 

 

http://www.classcharts.com/parent


 

 



 

Revision Tips – How to Revise! 
 

Below are a few ways, in which research has proven, is the best ways to revise.  Try a few different ways to see what works for you!!  

 



  



  



  



  



  



  



 

Exemplar Revision Timetable 
Here are a few exemplar revision timetables that models what successful students do! 

 



 

Here is an example of a Pin Board that a student has created surrounding their revision!

 



 



 

 

 

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/explore/university-timetable/


 

Blank Revision Template (Sample) 
 



 

Useful Subject Specific Revision Tools 
 

Below are some useful revision tools that Subject Leaders have recommended you use or purchase. 

 

English (Language & Literature): 
 

Best tools: 

 BBC Bitesize 

 Mr Bruff’s YouTube Videos 

 nfs.sparksnotes.com 

 

BBC Bitesize has revision exercises on every topic. 

Mr Bruff’s videos give you a short 10 minute visual revision guide to poems and literature texts. 

No Fear Shakespeare website gives analysis of the Macbeth text and a copy of the text with ‘modern 

English’ translation. 

 

Maths: 
 

Best tools: 

 Foldr 

 www.hegartymaths.com 

 www.corbettmaths.com 

 www.mrbartonmaths.com 

 

Students can access all of the past exam papers, mark schemes and other worksheets via Foldr. 

The other websites give you videos, worksheets and answers for various key topics that you would need. A 

particular favourite is the ‘5 a day’ section of Corbett Maths. 

 

Science: 
 

Best tools: 

 BBC Bitesize – GCSE Science 

 CGP Revision Guides 

 CGP Online (You can only use this if you have bought a revision guide) 

 

The CGP revision guides are be purchased from Mr Brown (Head of Science) at a cost of £3 each. 

 

Geography: 
 

Best tools: 

 Cool Geography Website 

 Foldr 

 

The website gives students quizzes, PowerPoints and other support materials.  A wide range of support 

materials are available on the schools website (Foldr) 

Recommended 

Maths Calculator 

http://www.hegartymaths.com/
http://www.corbettmaths.com/
http://www.mrbartonmaths.com/


 

Ancient History: 
 

Best tool: www.ocr.org.uk 

 

Students can access all the past exam papers, mark schemes and support materials for various topic areas 

to help with revision. 

 

History: 
 

Best tools:  

 BBC Bitesize 

 

ICT: 
 

Best tools:  

 Foldr  

 Edexcel Revision Guide 

 

All class resources are available on Foldr. 

Revision guides can be purchased from Mrs Harwood (Head of ICT) at a cost of £2.50 each. 

 

IMPORTANT: We discourage students from using the internet to research information as all of our 

resources are specifically tailored to the Edexcel GCSE ICT course that students are studying. 

 

Spanish: 
 

Best tools: 

 www.languagesonline.org.uk 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/spanish/ 

 

Food Technology: 
 

Best tools: 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/design/foodtech/ 

 www.foodafactoflife.org.uk 

 

Both websites above give you revision activities, tests and online support materials. 

 

PE: 
 

Best tools: 

 www.mypeexam.org 

 www.teachpe.com 

 BBC Bitesize – GCSE Physical Education OCR 

Each student has their own login and password for mypeexam.org. If they have forgotten their password 

they should contact their class teacher. 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/spanish/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/design/foodtech/
http://www.foodafactoflife.org.uk/
http://www.mypeexam.org/
http://www.teachpe.com/


 

Technology (RM, Graphics & Textiles) 

 
Best tools: 

 www.technologystudent.com 

 BBC Bitesize: 
o www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/design/resistantmaterials 
o www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/design/graphicdesign 

 

 

 

 

Foldr (Remote Access to School Files) 
 

Foldr is the new replacement for the FROG learning platform.  Students can access the ‘Digital Resource 

Library’ from home and use a multitude of resources on there for each subject to help with revision. 

To access Foldr type in the following web address: 

 

https://foldr.lightcliffeacademy.co.uk/ 

 

This is the screen that should appear in your web browser: 

 

 

The username and password are the same ones used to access the school computers in school. 

http://www.technologystudent.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/design/resistantmaterials
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/design/graphicdesign
https://foldr.lightcliffeacademy.co.uk/

