
19th December 2019 

 

 

From Jessica and Pavel, Year 7 students, and 

everyone at Bishop Young  Academy 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

As we come to the close of another year, and move into 

another decade, it is good to reflect of what we have 

achieved and the positive changes which have been 

made. Already our Year 11 students have sat their mock 

examinations and are having intervention in preparation 

for their forthcoming GCSEs.   

 

We look forward to our first ever ski trip to Sappada, Italy 

in the February half term. 

 

We still await our first Ofsted inspection during the next 

half term and will keep you updated on this. 

 

Our enrichment students have hosted a Christmas Lunch 

Party for 65 senior citizens from our local community, 

which was thoroughly enjoyed, thanks to our students 

and choir, not forgetting Mr Gumn and our catering staff. 

 

Now it is time for some peace and relaxation and at this 

holy time of year, as we celebrate the birth of Jesus 

Christ, I would like to ask you to be kind to each other and 

offer a welcoming hand to those who are in need or 

lonely.  

 

On behalf of all the staff and governors at Bishop Young 

Academy, I would like to wish all our students, their 

families and members of our community  

a peaceful and joyful Christmas 

and a Happy New Year 

 

I am looking forward to welcoming our students back on 

Monday, 6th January 2020.   

 

Paul Cooper, Principal 

FIND OUT WHAT’S BEEN GOING ON AT BISHOP YOUNG ACADEMY 

Bishop’s Way   Seacroft   Leeds   LS14 6NU   Telephone: 0113 273 9100 

Email: info@bishopyoungacademy.co.uk Twitter: @bishopyoungce 

Thursday 19th December:  Academy closes for 

Christmas  holidays 

Monday 6th January: Academy reopens 

Wednesday 22nd January  4.30pm-6.30pm: Year 8 

Parents’ Consultation Evening  

Monday 10th February 5.30pm-6.30pm:  Parent Council 

Friday 14th February-22nd February—Ski Trip to Italy 

Friday 14th February:  Academy closes for half term 

Monday 24th February:  Academy reopens 

 

May love come alive within your heart as Christmas time draws near.  

May hope fill each room you decorate and bring joy to those you hold dear.  

May peace be before you at every meal and faith ring through every song you hear. 

For Christ is alive, the light of the world - May He bless you all season long.  

Amen  



Congratulations to the following students who have 

produced excellent work or have excelled in school or 

community activities and received a  

Principal’s Award. 

 

Fatima Nasr for consistently helping and welcoming new 

students to the Academy with excellent translaton skills. 

Mantas Vasylius, Jake Pollard and Dominik Jurek for 

outstanding community engagement. 

Kian Pearce, Matthew Dyson, Warren Priso, Sean 

Munowenyu, Alishaba Ahmed, Zobia Ali, Kacey Birkett, 

Adina Ciuca, Nicole Ngwa and Merhawi Mebrahtu 

For working hard and improving in RS.  

Lydia Kelly and Paris Farr  

for working hard in music. 

Jenny Wong for performing at the Abbey Multi-Academy 

Trust Conference. 

Mihaela Ganez for scoring 100% in her first Year 8 

assessment. 

Kian Pearce and Rhea Bentley for commitment to  

studies, homework and an amazing attitude. 

As you are aware, schools in Leeds have been closing due to sickness and winter flu illness of students and staff.  

We have not had to make this decision as we want to stay open to support our families and students.  Instead we 

have adopted a deep clean system to minimise the risk of spreading infection.  For advice about treating these 

illnesses, here are NHS websites: www.nhs.uk/conditions/diarrhoea-and-vomiting/    www.nhs.uk/conditions/flu/  
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BYA year 

10/11 

students 

competed 

in the Bar 

Mock Trials 

against 12 

other 

schools to 

argue 

criminal 

cases in a 

Court of 

Law. The judges praised our would-be barristers on their 

excellent oracy skills, projecting their voices, making clear 

arguments and using eye contact with the judge and jury. 

BYA got through to the final, only coming second to a sixth 

form college.  Well done everyone, you make us proud. 

As part of our enrichment programme, last week 

our Enrichment Students served Christmas      

Dinner to sixty five Seacroft residents who attend 

the North Seacroft Good Neighbours Scheme.  Every-

one tucked into a hearty lunch and were entertained by 

our choir singing Christmas carols.  Everyone comment-

ed on how polite and helpful our students were and they 

loved the dinner.  Thank you to all involved.  

As part of a campaign to reduce the amount of paper that 

is used in the Academy and as a way to contribute to the 

reduction of our environmental impact, we will be 

increasingly using digital means, such as text message 

and email, to deliver information to parents and carers. 

One of the ways in which we will be using technology to 

deliver messages is through the use of an app that can be 

downloaded onto your smartphone – this app is called 

MyEd.  

 

Search for the “My Ed” app in your app store and 

download the free app to your phone. This will enable us to 

send messages directly to you. It also links to the 

Academy website and Calendar and provides a folder in 

which academic reports for your child will be stored for 

future reference. 

 

To assist us in moving forward, and to make best use of all 

digital means of communication, it is really important that 

parents and carers keep us up to date with the current 

contact details for your child, so please let us know of any 

immediate changes.  

 

Thank you for your help with this.  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/diarrhoea-and-vomiting/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/flu/


It is really important that your child attends 
school every day and on time. 

17 days absence in one year is equivalent to 
1 GCSE grade drop 

5 minutes late each day in one year is 
equivalent to 3 days absence 

15 minutes late each day in one year is 
equivalent to 10 days absence 

Our cadets have got a busy schedule planned.  The 

cadets paraded at GSAL for Remembrance Sunday, 

they have been on weapons handling training at Stren-

sall, York and have been to London on a cultural week-

end.   Future events   include Computer Shooting Train-

ing, a Skills at 

Arms weekend 

at a British Ar-

my Unit, an     

Orienteering 

Competition, 

Flying experi-

ence days and 

a field craft 

weekend in 

June.  Register 

any interest in 

joining the CCF 

with       Mr 

Gumn or Mr 

Williams. 
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It has been a busy successful half term in careers here at 

Bishop Young with year groups 7-11 having had careers 

education lessons, a careers fair, trips to universities and 

employers and enterprise workshops and one to one 

interviews. 

A fantastic event also took place for students who are 

interested in working in construction. We hosted a live 

construction broadcast (Top Gear style).  Our students 

were part of a live studio audience with a panel of experts 

from the construction industry answering questions from 

over 45,000 

online 

viewers and 

the 

audience. 

 

Both Leah 

and Tyler 

(pictured 

here) were 

interviewed 

on why they would like to enter the construction industry 

and were offered opportunities from Balfour Beatty for work 

experience and a post 16 place at Leeds College of 

Building. What a great event which resulted in opportunities 

for our students.  

 



For the past 

six weeks, 

Year 9 girls  

have been  

having some 

great experi-

ences 

through the 

‘This girl Can’ 

Initiative.  

They have taken part in BMXing, Skateboarding, Football, 

Scootering, Basketball, Dance, Dodgeball and Cricket. The 

girls have enjoyed being part of the programme and trying 

new sports. Their confidence and engagement has         

increased each week.   

Well done to our Year 7 

netball players who 

participated in a 

tournament with John 

Smeaton and Temple 

Learning Academy.  It  

was great to see some 

new faces participating.    

We had a fantastic string of 

results from our netball 

fixtures against Cockburn 

School. Both Year 9 and Year 

8 teams won their matches. It 

is amazing to see some new 

faces representing BYA at 

netball. It shows hard work 

really does pay off in the end. 

Well done girls.  
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Our indoor rowing club 

has been growing in 

popularity,  also this 

term we have been   

preparing to compete in 

the Leeds Row UK 

championships. A great 

effort from all pupils who 

competed this week.. 

Thanks to Ben for organising another excellent event and 

Keeley who has been coaching and supporting our    

pupils. 

KS3 dancers  per-

formed their routine, 

which they had worked 

on for 6 weeks. Help 

was provided by our 

KS4 dancers who cho-

reographed the rou-

tine, which really 

helped to motivate 

them.  

Phoenix Dance also came 

into the Academy to provide 

further support. Our dancers 

performed really well  and 

we are very proud of them. 

In November, dancers also 

performed at Northern Ballet  

in conjunction with Phoenix 

Dance.  Various schools 

throughout Leeds also took 

As it is now getting colder, pupils are advised to bring 

winter kit and dress accordingly for PE. Check out our 

winter uniform kit - BYA hoodies, jumpers or jogging bot-

toms can be bought from local school uniform providers 

or Design School Uniform. Students can bring gloves 

and woolly hats and must have football boots and shin 

pads.  

Keep up-to-date with all the latest sporting news by following us on Twitter @BYASportandPE and                        

Instagram BYASportandPE.  


