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With the Easter, early May and Spring Bank Holidays 

looming, we are working hard to fit in all the extra 

work which falls at this time of year, offering extra 

support to our Year 11 students as they prepare for 

and sit their exams.  

  

March has been an exceptionally busy time for us:  

students have been doing DT, practical food, dance 

and drama, photography and art exams.   

 

BBC Look North have been in school twice covering 

the success of our own GB athletics champion Mr 

Wood, and also our SEMH provision and innovative 

wellbeing programme.   

 

Our students have painted a mural on the outside 

gym store, built garden furniture, worked on Arthur’s 

Rein planting trees with Groundworks, joined Leeds 

City Council on the Great British Spring Clean and 

attended the Rotary Club Technology Tournament.   

Year10 students have engaged in ‘Money Matters’ 

and business development at First Direct and we are 

still working with local primary schools on musical 

outreach and MFL projects.   

 

At the end of March, four of our students attended 

School21 in London to present on our work around 

oracy.  A group of students also attended the 

Diocese Conference at the Queen’s Hotel and 

performed the worship ceremony before 350 guests.  

They were absolutely amazing and I could not have 

been prouder. 

 

Finally, we are extremely excited to announce that 

our new school gym is ready and about to open for 

staff and students.  We have developed a world 

class training facility for powerlifting and 

weightlifting, along with a cardio suite containing 

state of the art treadmills, rowing machines, bikes 

and cross trainers.  Opening times will be shared 

after the Easter weekend. 

 

On this note, I would like to wish all our students, 

parents and colleagues a peaceful Easter break at 

this very Holy time of year. 

Paul Cooper 

Principal 

 

Friday 19th April and Monday 22nd April 2019:  

Academy closed for Easter Bank Holiday 

Tuesday 23rd April:  Academy reopens 

Tuesday 30th April 4.30pm-7.00pm: 

Year 7 Parents’ Consultation Evening  

Thursday 2nd May 6.00pm-7.30pm:  

Sports Personality of 2019  

Monday 6th May:   

Academy closed for Early May Bank Holiday 

Monday 13th May:  GCSE Examinations start 

Monday 20th May 5.30pm:  Parent Council Meeting  

Friday 24th May: Academy closes for Spring Bank  

Holiday 

Monday 3rd June:  Academy reopens 

Friday 5th July: Year 11 Prom at Thorpe Park Hotel 

Friday 19th July: Academy closes for the Summer 

holidays (INSET days on 22nd, 23rd, 24th July) 

Last year Nusrat Aliyu designed an Easter card for 

the Diocese of Leeds to use in 2019.  We have now 

received our Easter greetings card from the Diocese 

and pass this on to every BYA student and their  

families. 

Wishing you a Happy and Holy Easter Time 
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BYA students took 

part in a DT 

tournament at 

South Leeds Sports 

Centre, organised 

by the Rotary Club. 

 

Their task was to 

design and make a 

bill board including a flashing light.  Here they are         

 pictured 

with the 

Lord Mayor 

and Lady 

Mayoress 

of Leeds. 
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Councillors David Jenkins and Paul 
Drinkwater (Labour, Killingbeck & Seacroft) 
said: “We would like to say a huge well done to the 
students at Bishop Young Academy who took the time 
to get involved in the Great British Spring Clean and 
helped transform their local area.  Litter is a problem 
faced by every community – it looks unsightly and can 
be a hazard for local people and wildlife. We are 
therefore delighted that a group of dedicated young 
people have risen to the challenge and helped tackle 
this important issue.  

It’s incredible to see that we have so many young people who want to give something back to 

the amazing community of Seacroft – and even better that they could join in with this fantastic 

campaign. Littering seems to have become normal behaviour for some people and it’s good to 

see that our schools are joining the community to educate children that it is not acceptable, 

and the effort required to clean it up.” 

Congratulations to these students who have been 

brilliant and received a Principal’s Award: 

Eloise Pratt for her persistent hard work, 

determination, dedication and consistent approach 

to doing things right.  

Julia Bello for excellent work and improving her 

grades in sociology. 

Angelina Richard for her attitude to learning and 

continued effort in improving her vocabulary in 

sociology. 

Jenny Wong, Shadia Nassuna, Nathan Rubain, 

Janiela Pedro, Tanika Williams, Cheryl Foudji and 

Princess Ameho for their great work in RS. 

Dominic Bottomley for showing exceptional 

mathematical insight and Michaela Davenport, 

Abigail Shaw, Porsche Skeet as in Mr Gowland’s 

words:  “it’s like having three additional maths 

teachers in my classroom.” 

 

Well done#proud 

 

Six students have also been awarded a Gold Star 

and Principal’s Award Certificate for achieving  

1000 positive reward points: 

Jess Kershaw 

Clinton Odion 

Alex Acatrinei 

Elisha Gaskin Henry 

Estrella Ramirez Godino  

Moise Condurache 
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BYA is currently consulting on a proposal to formally 

close the Sixth Form.  This is due to changes in the 

funding for post-16 students which makes it no longer 

economically viable. 

The proposal is available to view on our website 

www.bishopyoungacademy.co.uk, under ‘About Us’ , 

Sixth Form Consultation.  The closing date to respond is 

12 noon on 17th May 2019. 



 

31 students were 

involved in the Volunteer 

It Yourself programme 

and learned how to 

design and build garden furniture.  Here is what they 

built.  What a brilliant result. Well done.  

 

3 

Here are our students who attended the Annual Diocese of Leeds Senior Leaders’ Conference at the 

Queen’s Hotel in Leeds on 29th March.  They led on the worship and were amazing. The Principal from an 

Academy in Halifax wrote: “I was at the Diocesan Leadership Conference in Leeds on Friday and I wanted to 

pass on my congratulations to the students and staff at Bishop Young for the way they delivered the 

collective worship.  It was delivered beautifully and for me it was the highlight of the day”.   

Our students never fail to make us proud 

 

At BYA we are partners with 

Voice 21 on improving oracy 

and were invited to attend 

their exhibition in London.  

Here are Anas, Michaela, 

Porsche and Dante 

who went along to lead on a 

session on formality scales 

and shared how oracy has 

impacted on their learning.  
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Students painting a stamp out stigma mural  

22 students from years 9 and 10 completed 

the first ever D of E Bronze Expedition at BYA 

in March. This included map reading, pitch-

ing tents and cooking on a camp stove.  

They were brilliant and developed their team-

work, leadership and resilience.skills.  



Year 7 girls participated in a 

football tournament and all 

played extremely well, 

especially our goal keeper 

who made some brilliant 

saves! The girls are starting to 

gel as a team and are 

communicating well on the 

pitch.  

 

Year 9 boys’ football team 

performed very well and 

showed great team work 

when beating Temple Moor 

in the cup 4-3 last week. 

Well done to all who 

played! 

Leeds Rhinos foundation has 

been working with Year 7 girls 

in their PE lessons.  This is to 

develop their interest in rugby 

and we hope to see this 

continue as the rugby season 

starts next term.  
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Keep up-to-date with all the latest sporting news by following us on  

Twitter @BYASportandPE and Instagram BYASportandPE.  

KS3 Dance Club takes place every Tuesday after school. 

Each week the pupils have shown fantastic commitment 

levels and it is only increasing with popularity.  In February 

they performed at BYA showcase. The pupils were brilliant 

and their confidence has grown. They have since been 

working towards 

a Dance 

competition 

involving a 

number of other 

schools in 

Leeds. We were 

very proud of 

everyone 

involved and 

how they 

conducted 

themselves on 

and off stage. 

Sports Personality Awards Evening will be taking place 

on 2nd May 2019 from 6.00pm.  We will be celebrating 

all our sporting achievements from throughout the year. 

As well as giving out some fantastic prizes and awards 

to our pupils who have shown fantastic skill, commitment 

and also sportsmanship. Tickets £1 from BYA PE/Admin 

BYA has been involved with the ‘Leeds Girls 

Can’ initiative which is linked to ‘This Girl Can’ 

campaign which was  launched in 2005. ‘Leeds 

Girls Can’ Youth Ambassador Programme is 

designed to work with females aged 14+. The 

programme will involve workshops and practical sessions 

aimed to increase self esteem, confidence and resilience. 

‘Leeds Girls Can’ aims to help break down the barriers that 

women face when getting active. Recently the girls have 

been to a skate park, leisure centre and an indoor cricket 

centre. They have taken part in BMXing, skateboarding, 

scootering, basketball, dance, football, dodgeball and crick-

et. The girls have enjoyed being part of the programme and 

trying new sports. Their confidence and engagement has 

Our indoor rowing 

club has been 

growing in popu-

larity,  also this 

term we have 

been preparing to 

compete in the 

Leeds Row UK 

championships. A 

great effort from 

all pupils who 

competed on 

20th March. 

Thanks to Ben for organising another excellent event.  


