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From all students at BYA including (pictured l-r)  

Marien, Kaeden, Dawshell and Ellie, Year 7 

Once again we have had a busy half term, including: 

welcoming Bishop Paul to rededicate the Chapel at BYA 

following the new beautiful artwork by Carmen Orastean 

and our students; a group of students repainted the 

kitchen at St. Richard’s Church as part of their enrichment 

project;  all our year 7 students visited Leeds Minster for a 

discovery day and many of our students have been 

involved with Phoenix Dance, Chapel FM, visits to LUFC 

and Manchester City Etihad Stadium.   

Our year 11 students sat their mock examinations and we 

held our Graduation Presentation for those students who 

left us in the Summer.   

We have held our first coffee morning for parents and on 

27th December, 110 students will be celebrating the 

festive season with a meal at Gaucho’s Restaurant on 

Park Row, Leeds.  Also, a lot of exciting visits are being 

planned to give our students travel opportunities, such as 

a Pilgrimage to Taize in July 2019, trips to Barcelona in 

October 2019, Ethiopia in November 2019, and a Skiing 

trip to Italy in February 2020. 

 

Now it is time for some peace and relaxation and 

at this holy time of year as we celebrate the birth of Jesus 

Christ, I would like to ask you to be kind to each other and 

offer a welcoming hand to those who are in need or 

lonely.  

On behalf of all the staff and governors at Bishop Young 

Academy, I would like to wish all our students, their 

families and members of our community  

a peaceful and joyful Christmas 

and a Happy New Year 

 

I am looking forward to welcoming our students back on 

Monday, 7th January 2019.   

 

Paul Cooper, Principal 

 

FIND OUT WHAT’S BEEN GOING ON AT BISHOP YOUNG ACADEMY 

Bishop’s Way   Seacroft   Leeds   LS14 6NU   Telephone: 0113 273 9100 

Email: info@bishopyoungacademy.co.uk Twitter: @bishopyoungce 

Friday 21st December:  Academy closes for Christmas  

holidays 

Monday 7th January: Academy reopens 

Thursday 10th January 6.00pm-7.30pm: Year 8 Options  

and Moving on Evening 

Thursday 17th January 4.30pm-6.30pm: Year 11 Pastoral 

Evening 

Tuesday 29th January 4.30pm-6.30pm: Year 8 Parent 

Consultation Evening 

Monday 4th February 5.30pm-6.30pm:  Parent Council 

Friday 15th February:  Academy closes for half term 

Monday 25th February:  Academy reopens 

Dear God, help us to focus on you today, remembering that the gift of Christ, Immanuel, is our most treasured gift for 

the whole year through. Fill us with your joy and the peace of your Spirit. Direct our hearts and minds towards you. 

Thank you for your reminder that both in seasons of celebration and in seasons of brokenness, you’re still with us. You 

never leave us. Thank you for your daily presence in our lives, that we can be assured your heart is towards us, your 

eyes are over us, and your ears are open to our prayers.     Amen 



In November Mr Appleby's year 9 

GCSE drama class took part in 

the Louder than Wordsmith 

Literary Arts festival in 

Manchester. They had to write 

their own sonnet based on a 

musical artist who has inspired 

them.  All of the students 

performed their piece with 

confidence and ability far beyond their 

years. Three students performed so 

well that they won the prizes, including 

best sonnet and best performance, 

these were, Matthew, Paula and 

Zheinab, shown here.  Each won a 

book of their choice to the value of 

£25.   

It is now two years in a row that BYA 

students have won this competition, roll on 

next year!  

Congratulations to the following students who have 

produced excellent work or have excelled in school or 

community activities.   

Each has received a Principal’s Award which was 

presented to them by Bishop Paul, the Bishop of Kirkstall 

 

Anas Bin Faisal, Tia Sergienko, Greiane Castillo,  

Chris Botty, Casey Dooley, Charlotte Pratt, Megan Gledhill 

Goncalo Costa Almeida, and Kalkidan Teshome.   

Our RAF cadets always 

enjoy flying experience, 

and here is Nathan   

preparing for his first 

ever flight at Linton-on-

Ouse.   Nathan had to 

overcome his nerves 

and took to the air flying 

the aeroplane and even 

did some aerobatics.  

Well done Nathan.   

For more information about joining our Combined Cadet 

Force, see Mr Williams or Mr Gumn. 
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BYA year 11 students competed 

in the Bar Mock Trials against 

other schools to argue criminal 

cases in a Court of Law. Using 

the witness statements provided, 

students had to prepare two 

different cases to present.  Our 

barristers were Chloe and Lanre 

who gave a confident and 

passionate performance for 

defence and prosecution. Clinton and Emanuelle were 

witnesses, who were very convincing! Elisha was an 

elegant usher and Damilola as our clerk was very 

sophisticated! Finally we had our fair and objective jury 

consisting of Jess, Greiane, Davina and Sadiya. They were 

impeccably behaved on the day and were a credit to the 

Academy, proving to be tough competition for the other 

schools.  Star performers! 

As part of our enrichment programme, last week 

our Senior Student Leadership Team served 

Christmas Dinner to fifty Seacroft residents who attend 

the North Seacroft Good Neighbours Scheme.  Every-

one tucked into a hearty lunch and were entertained by 

our choir singing Christmas carols.  Everyone comment-

ed on how 

polite and 

helpful our 

students 

were. 

To apply for free school meals, parents can ring Leeds City 

Council on 0113 2224404 Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm, 

or visit a one-stop shop.  You may be entitled to get free 

school meals for your child if you get any of the following: 

 Income Support 

 Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and 

Asylum Act 1999 

 The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

 Child Tax Credit (provided you are not also entitled 

to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 

income of no more than £16,190) 

 Working Tax Credit run-on – paid for 4 weeks after 

you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

 Universal Credit – if you apply on or after 1 April 

2018 your household income must be less than 

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any 

benefits you get). 

If you have any questions, contact our Finance Team on 

0113 2739169 who will be happy to help. 



If you know a young person who wants 

to make music or radio in East Leeds… 

 …Chapel FM Art Centre, the brightly lit-up, colourful old 

Methodist Chapel just south of the Seacroft Village 

Green, is offering classes for young people starting in 

January.  

We are excited to share skills and ideas about being a 

musician or making a radio show with secondary aged 

young people. 

The classes, part of our Next Generation programme, are 

held one night each week. Offering useful training and 

giving young people a chance to connect with others who 

are interested in broadcasting and music.  

What is Next Generation and what does Chapel FM 

teach? 

We know that it can be difficult to find your place in this 

world, especially for a young person with an itch to do 

creative things but also worried about the future, finding a 

career, and figuring out a place in life.   

Next Generation is our name for a whole group of classes 

for young people. In addition to music and broadcasting, 

we also offer classes on cooking, theatre and writing.  

The idea is simple but rare: bring people together with 

shared passion and curiosity and give them space to 

explore in a safe and welcoming environment.  

We don’t just teach the nuts and bolts skills of creating 

music, radio, theatre, etc. but we help people find their 

voices and unleash their ideas.  

Chapel FM’s Next Generation Broadcasting course: The 

Broadcasting group will meet every Wednesday from 5-

7pm starting in January.  

Taster session: Wednesday 16th January 5-7pm 

Chapel FM’s Next Generation Music course: The Music 

group will meet every Thursday from 5-7pm starting in 

January.  

Taster session: Thursday 17th January 5-7pm 

So if you’re a budding musician or have a yearning to get 

behind a microphone – or if you have children, 

grandchildren, young friends and family members who 

want to get out and make something exciting in the new 

year, Chapel FM Arts Centre is ready to help make it 

happen!  

  

To find out more about the Next Generation courses or to 

book onto a taster session, just go to our 

website chapelfm.co.uk, click “education and training” 

and fill out a registration form.  

You can also give us a call at 0113 22 55 944 or just 

come by for a visit – we host a smashing open 

Community Café every Thursday from 10am-4pm with 

plenty of coffee, tea, and cake! 
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Year 7 visited Leeds Minster for a 

Discovery Day where they focussed on 

making promises, forgiveness and 

identity.  Students met Bishop Paul on 

their visit. 

 

http://chapelfm.co.uk


BYA are going to be getting involved with the ‘Leeds Girls 

Can’ initiative linked to ‘This Girl Can’ 

campaign which was  launched in 2005. 

‘Leeds Girls Can’ Youth Ambassador  

Programme is designed to work with   

females aged 14+. The Programme will 

involve workshops and practical sessions 

aimed to increase self esteem, confi-

dence and resilience. ‘Leeds Girls Can’ aims to help break 

down the barriers that women face when getting active.  

Netball club has been very 

popular this term. Every 

Wednesday lunchtime we have 

had over 30 pupils in year 7, 8 

and 9 playing netball in the 

sports hall. We have had a 

number of friendly fixtures and 

it has been fantastic to see the 

girls making new friends as 

well as improving their netball 

skills. Netball club will continue after Christmas and we 

look forward to getting a few more fixtures in before the 

season ends. We are very lucky to 

have the opportunity to be taking 

some of the girls who have worked 

hard this season to the Netball World 

Cup in Liverpool in July. This will 

involve watching three matches. We 

are very excited about this trip!  
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After an epic 5 game final, 

Durham 6 came back from 

two games down to beat 

Winchester 1 (3-2) in the 

inter-form dodgeball compe-

tition.  Tutor groups from all 

Cathedrals participated in a 

knock-out competition. 

Form tutors took part in the 

matches and it was no    

coincidence that the teams which made the final had the 

most competitive teachers playing, Mr Szymanskyi and 

Mr Gowland.  They deserve great credit for leading and    

encouraging their students throughout their fixtures.   

Well done to all students and staff for taking part and 

watch out for the next competition…... 

Phoenix Dance delivered a club 

each Wednesday after school for 

six weeks. Twenty girls signed up 

and it was amazing to see such 

commitment to extracurricular. They 

then went to Phoenix Dance      

Theatre on 27th November for a 

lighting and technical rehearsal 

which went really well and the girls 

started to get very excited for their performance on the 

Friday. After a number of practises it was time for their 

performance. The pupils 

were brilliant! They were 

then able to watch the 

other performances   

before performing to an 

audience on the even-

ing. We were very proud 

of everyone involved and 

how they conducted 

themselves on and off 

stage. 

Our indoor rowing club has been growing in popularity,  

also this term we have been preparing to compete in the 

Leeds Row UK championships. Lanre will also be there 

as the event’s official photographer again.  

Leeds Rhinos foundation have been working with Year 7 

boys in their PE lessons.  This is 

to develop their interest in rugby 

and we hope to see this contin-

ue as the rugby season starts 

next term.   The Year 7 boys 

have been  enjoying learning the 

techniques for passing and 

tackling. 

Keep up-to-date with all the latest sporting news by following us on Twitter @BYASportandPE and                        

Instagram BYASportandPE.  


