
 
 

Dear Parent/Carer,  

RE: Attendance at school from September 2020 

Attendance is MANDATORY as per the government guidance issued for the full school reopening 

The Government has stated that the risk to children themselves of becoming severely ill from Coronavirus is very low and 

they have announced that, from September 2020, attendance is mandatory again, meaning the usual rules apply. It is 

therefore parents’ responsibility to ensure that their child attends regularly at school.  

Attending school on a regular basis is vital for children’s education, their well-being and their wider development. Time out of 

school is detrimental for children’s cognitive and academic development and missing out on more time in the classroom risks 

pupils falling further behind. This impact can affect both current levels of learning and children’s future ability to learn, and 

therefore it is essential parents ensure their child attends every day. 

If parents do not ensure their child’s regular attendance at school, then the school may consider an official referral to the 

Local Authority. If there is still no improvement, then fixed penalty notices could be issued and legal action followed. 

 

Minimising Risk 

Whilst we expect regular attendance (of at least 96%) for each pupil during the academic year, if a child, or someone within 

that household, has Coronavirus symptoms, or has tested positive, it is important they do not attend school. If a pupil 

develops symptoms whilst in school, we will ensure that they are sent home and they will be advised to follow the latest 

‘stay-at-home guidance’https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-

guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection , which sets out that they must self-isolate for at least 

10 days and should arrange to have a test to see if they have Coronavirus https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-

19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/. Other members of that household, including any 

siblings attending the school, should self-isolate for 14 days from when the symptomatic person first had symptoms. 

If a child is awaiting collection in school, we will aim to move them to a room where they can be isolated behind a closed 

door, with a window being opened for ventilation. If we cannot isolate the child, we will move them to an area where they 

are at least 2 metres away from other people. 

 

Any other pupils who have been in close contact with someone who has developed symptoms does not need to go home to 

self-isolate unless they develop symptoms themselves (in which case they should arrange a test) or if the symptomatic 

person subsequently tests positive or they have been requested to do so by NHS Test and Trace. 

 

If someone tests negative and they feel well and are no longer displaying symptoms, they can stop self-isolating. However, 

they could still have another virus, in which case it is still best to avoid contact with other people until they are better. Other 

members of the household can stop self-isolating. 

 



 
If someone tests positive, they should follow the stay-at-home guidance and must continue to self-isolate for at least 10 days 

from the onset of their symptoms and then return to school only if they do not have symptoms other than cough or loss of 

sense of taste and smell (coughs and anosmia can last for several weeks once the infection has gone). The 10-day period 

starts from the day when they first became ill. If they still have a high temperature, they should keep self-isolating until their 

temperature returns to normal. Other members of their household should continue self-isolating for the full 14 days. 

 

All unconfirmed and confirmed cases will be tracked as part of the school attendance recording processes noting dates of 

tests, cases and contacts of individuals as part of the first aid process.  If the child is tested, send the school a copy of the text 

or email test result. 

 

Parents’ Responsibility 

As stated, it is parents’ responsibility to secure their child’s regular attendance at school and it is the school’s duty to record 

attendance and follow up on any absences. It is imperative, therefore, that if a child is unable to attend school, for whatever 

reason, the parent/carer should follow our absence procedures and call school (0113 2739100) and speak to a member of 

staff, or leave a voicemail on the absence line (0113 3200437), before 8.45 am, explaining the reason for absence and being 

as detailed as possible when describing symptoms if the child is ill.  

If the parent suspects that this may be due to Covid-19, then the latest Government guidance, as advised above, should be 

followed. Shielding was paused on 1 August 2020, where parents or other family members have been shielding, government 

guidance will be followed, however all pupils will be expected to attend school, where there are any concerns pupils will be 

reassured through a staged approach from relevant pastoral staff.  

 

Working at home 

If your child has to stay at home, then where possible, please make sure that they are using our home learning service to 

access their lessons. There are clear instructions on the school website on how to do this and Miss Cole has written to all 

parent’s and carer’s and included a step by step guide for students who need to access lessons from home. 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Dave Kilkenny 

Assistant Principal 


