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Invest Aurora is a public/private economic development
partnership dedicated to expanding economic oppor-
tunities in Aurora, Illinois, and developing a sustainable 
community for Aurora residents. We work to increase Au-
rora’s economic vitality by attracting, retaining and promoting 
commercial, industrial, retail, and mixed-use development that 
brings value to our residents and reflects the dynamic and diverse 
nature of the City.
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Below is a report detailing Invest Aurora’s progress on economic development initiatives from July 1, 2017 through Sep-
tember 30, 2017. Pursuant to the agreement between the City of Aurora and Invest Aurora, the following is an update 
on progress of core services to be supplied by Invest Aurora to the City of Aurora.

Pursuant to Section 7.2 A (iii), Invest Aurora worked with State and Federal organizations to respond to 3 
business and developer request for information.
Pursuant to Section 7.2 A (iv), Invest Aurora contacted 7 economic development related prospects referred 
to by the City of Aurora. 

Pursuant to Section 7.2 A (v) a, Invest Aurora reviews the City’s existing economic development incentive programs and 
makes recommendations if needed to ensure the programs remain advantageous and competitive, and provides feedback 
from the development community. Invest Aurora recieved 2 Finish Line Grant (FLG) applications, issued 1 FLG com-
mittment letter, and disbursed 2 FLGs. The disbursed grants totaled $110,527.89 and leveraged $219,262.33 
in private investment (Public investment in the projects was 33.5%).  Invest Aurora disbursed 1 grant via the 
Sanitary Relocation Program totaling $43,753.52. Invest Aurora recieved 0 John C. Duhman Revolving Loan Fund 
(JCDRLF) applications, issued 1 JCDRLF committed letter, and disbursed 2 loans totaling $326,039.90. Invest 
Aurora recieved 4 Community Development Block Grant Applications.

Pursuant to Section 7.2 A (v) b-c, Invest Aurora established relationships in the real estate community by meeting 
with real estate professionals and participated in community events (Trade Shows) as time and resources permitted. 
Representative(s) of Invest Aurora attended  57 events, including the following:

Pursuant to Section 7.2 A. (i-ii), Invest Aurora provided information to 66 business prospects (57% increase from 3rd 
Quarter, 2016) seeking to locate in the City of Aurora with information regarding:

3rd Quarter, 2017 Timeline

•  Available land/buildings             •  Incentive programs              •  Demographics
•  Education •  And other requested information•  Infrastructure

July 20th - Invest Aurora hosts Business 
and  A Beverage with Mayor Irvin

• Aurora Chamber Golf Outing 
• Chinese Delegation 
• AHK - International Night Reception 
• NIU MPA Golf Outing
• Aurora Savings Bank Cookout
• Keeping it 100 Days
• Conservation Foundation 
• Uncovering Leadership 
• CMAP Downtown Plan
• Gravity Building Check Presentation
• Gov. Rauner Signing of RERZ
• MainStreet Org
• Metro Chicago Xport Challenge 
• Fiestas Patrias 
• YWCA Aurora board meetings
• Stonegate Breakfast Club
• Huntington Bank Ribbon Cutting

• Nicar
• AIRE
• Retail & Mixed Use Summit
• ICSC Chicago Deal Making
• ICSC Retail Conference
• BizNow
• Mainstreet Economic Projections
• Aurora Business United (3)
• Business and a Beverage
• ILCMA Luncheon
• VIA Breakfast
• VIA Business After Hours
• Veteran’s Resource Fair 
• Downtown Aurora First Friday(3)
• Endiro Check Presentation
• Will County Breakfast
• ComEd Business Advisory

• APA Conference Walking Tour Downtown Aurora
• LAI - Regional Infrastructure Event
• Velocity Mentoring Female Leaders Conference
• WBDC Annual conference and Expo
• Manufacturing Careers Internship Program Recognition
• Quad County African American Chamber board meetings 
• Aurora Regional Hispanic Chamber board meetings
• Women In Economic Development Forum
• Executive Committee Aurora Downtown (3)
• TIF Conference, Health Counts-Kane C
• 36 Squared Business Incubator Event
• Regional Housing Solutions Workshop
• NICAR - An Insider’s Look at Xceligent
• 80 S River RFP Information Meeting
• Support Techs Anniversary Event 
• Kane County CHIP I&E
• Mainstreet Installation

Aurora Ranked in the Top 20 
Best-Run Cities in the U.S. July 21st  - Community Job Fair

This quarter Invest Aurora 
partnered with the Mayor’s  of-
fice to host Business & a Bev-
erage at Aurora’s Robert Mor-
ris University. The event drew 
in over 130 members from the 
Aurora business community 
to network and have an open 
conversation on strategies for 
better supporting the Aurora 
Business Community. See 
photo on back page.  

Invest Aurora collaborated with community partners to 
organize 3 job fairs this quarter. On July 21st, Invest Au-
rora and the Quad County African American Chamber of 
Commerce hosted the Community Job Fair to connect 
over 350 job seekers with companies looking to hire. Par-
ticipating companies 
included Amazon, 
LTD Commodities, 
Prairie State Legal 
Services, Heartland 
Blood Centers, Liber-
ty National,  Edward 
Jones, and more.  

According to Wallet Hub, a 
financial website, Aurora is 
ranked the 20th best-run 
city out of 150 comparable 
cities.  The designation was 
assigned based on finan-
cial stability, education, in-
frastructure, health , safety, 
pollution, and the economy. 
Aurora had the highest rank-
ing of all Illinois cities, in-
cluding Chicago which was 
140th.



Pursuant to Section 7.2 A (v) d, Invest Aurora representatives attended 20 City of Aurora Pre-bid and Development
Services Team meetings.
Pursuant to Section 7.2 B (i-iii), Invest Aurora conducts an annual business retention program in which existing City of 
Aurora businesses and employers are identified and personally contacted by Invest Aurora through site visits, mail surveys, 
or both. Invest Aurora conducted  31 on-site retention visits. Invest Aurora conducted 3 retention visits in conjunction 
with the Aurora Regional Chamber of Commerce.

Pursuant to Section 7.2 D (iii), Invest Aurora promotes Aurora’s positive aspects and quality of life through:

Pursuant to Section 7.2 B (iv), Invest Aurora’s business retention program identifies and addresses the needs of existing 
businesses and the manner in which Invest Aurora, the City of Aurora, and the Aurora Regional Chamber of Commerce 
can better assist those businesses, including but not limited to the following components:

a. Coordinate meetings of the Mayor’s Economic Development Roundtable.
b. Work with the City of Aurora and Onlight Aurora for delivering high speed internet services to city businesses.
c. Serve as a resource for city businesses seeking economic, demographic, commercial real estate and
    other related data. 
d. Update and maintain information on Aurora’s economic profile. The City of Aurora shall assist Invest Aurora
    in updating and maintaining such data.
e. Conduct forums for business leaders detailing information about Aurora’s economic development programs.
    Invest Aurora conducted 3 business forums this quarter, including:

Pursuant to Section 7.2 C, Invest Aurora continues initiatives to attract businesses and new jobs by maintaining relation-
ships with the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity offices, and communicating with the Chicago Inter-
national Trade Commissioners Associations and others. Invest Aurora reached out and marketed to 223 new potential 
businesses this quarter.
Pursuant to Section 7.2 D (i), Invest Aurora maintains the ‘investaurora.org” website.

Pursuant to Section 7.2 D (ii), Invest Aurora serves as a data and informational source for the City, as well as for other local 
units of government, and the City’s State and Federal legislators, on all significant economic and business issues facing 
the City.

a. The City’s branding campaign
b. Coordinating marketing of small business training 
and learning opportunities with community partners.

Aug. 18th - Bureau Gravity Receives Loan from Invest Aurora 

f.  Assist businesses to assess their export and foreign market potential with the help of State and Federal
    agencies and others. Invest Aurora held an Exporting Forum this quarter.
g. Analyze and report to the City the results of the retention surveys and identify potential actions to be taken.
    This report is delivered to the City at the end of the year.

• Business and a Beverage
• Entrepreneurial Business Pitch Competition

• Community Job Fair

July 30th  -  Harry Potter Festival

Downtown Aurora hosted the Harry Potter Festival. 
Invest Aurora was proud to sponsor the event that 
attracted more than 5,000 visitors. Attractions such 
as the Hogwarts Express mini train and wand duels 
were in action. The organizers are looking to make 
it an annual event. The 
photo is of the “Magi-
cal Herbs & Fungi” 
sponsored by Aurora 
Botanicals. Aurora Bo-
tanicals will soon open 
a retail store in the 
downtown.

On August 18th, Invest Aurora 
presented Bureau Gravity, a 
marketing and tech business, 
with a loan for $150,000. The 
loan will go towards the com-
pletion of the renovations to the 
property at 56 South LaSalle 
St. The completed project will 
house the Bureau Gravity of-
fice, a tech incubator space, a 
cafe, and a banquet facility. See 
photo of owner Jimi Allen with 
Mayor Irvin (Right). 

August 18th - Invest Aurora assists 
Veterans Resources Fair 

Invest Aurora partnered with 
the Fox Valley Park District 
to put on the Veterans Re-
source Fair at the Prisco Center

Social Media Presence

97 Social 
Media Posts

41,233 Facebook
Viewers Reached

107 New 
Facebook Likes

3,596 Facebook
Post Engagements



Sept. 27th - The Entrepreneurial 
Business Pitch Competition

Gallery

Aug. 18th - Gov. Rauner visits Aurora & signs bill 
extending the River Edge Redevelopment Zone

Governor Rauner stopped in Aurora to 
sign Bill 1783. The bill extends the River 
Edge Redevelopment Zone program until 
Dec. 31, 2021. The program allows for a 
tax credit to be awarded for the restora-
tion and preservation of qualified historic 
structures located along the Fox River in 
Aurora. It was essential to the adaptive 
reuse of the former St. Charles Hospital.  
Bill 1783 will help to redevelop many of 
Aurora’s properties for the next 4 years. 
See the photo above of Governor Rauner 
talking to a crowd at Endiro Coffee Shop.

Sept. 3rd - Endiro Coffee is awarded Finish LIne 
Grant Check

Endiro Coffee opened it’s doors in the down-
town. The business participated in the Finish 
Line Grant program and was awarded $92,000 
from the program to help offset the $278,789.33 
in total project costs. See photos of the check 
presentation with Mayor Irvin above.

Sept. 14th - American Planners Association 
Conference comes to Aurora

Invest Aurora and the City of Aurora Planning 
Office hosted more than 20 city planners from 
the state of Illiniois. The planners were given a 
2 hour tour of the downtown and discussed 
completed and ongoing projects as well as in-
centive programs

On the Map: Retention Visits Letter from CEO/President
David Hulseberg

This quarter Invest Aurora hosted 
the 2nd Annual Entrepreneurial 
Business Pitch Competition. The  
competition gives local entrepre-
neurs the opportunity to pitch their 
business plans to our panel of judg-
es for the chance to win prizes that 
will grow their business. Congratu-
lations to Tamara Turner, winner of 
the grand prize of $2,500!!! Thank 
you to CIBC, Huntington Bank, and 
Allied First Bank for providing cash 
prizes!

31 Retention Visits

Endiro Check Presentation

Governor Visits Aurora

Veterans Resource Fair

Business Pitch Competition

Invest Aurora and the City of Lights experienced another busy quarter. 
The number of business prospects that Invest Aurora assisted increased 
from the previous year for the third straight quarter. Staff completed 66 
Requests-For-Information from interested developers, brokers, and busi-
nesses. This marks a 57 percent increase from the 3rd quarter of 2016. 
Being the first point of contact with parties looking to do business in Aurora 
remains a core responsibility of Invest Aurora.
Invest Aurora programs continue to be a vital part of the economic devel-
opment in the downtown area. The Finish Line Grant assists downtown 
property owners with making rehabilitations to their buildings. This quar-
ter, Invest Aurora disbursed two Finish Line Grants totaling $110,527.89 
which leveraged $219,262.33. One grant was disbursed to the proper-
ty at 29 West New York St. The building was previously vacant but now 
hosts downtown’s newest business, Endiro Coffee. Invest Aurora utilized 
the John C. Dunham Revolving Loan Fund to disburse two loans totaling 
$326,039.90. One loan was used to help finance a more than 2 million 
dollar project at 56 S LaSalle. The completed facility is slated to be a tech 
incubator space, event center, and include a café.
Invest Aurora ramped up its programing this quarter. Invest Aurora orga-
nized several events and collaborated with community partners on other 
events. On September 27th, Invest Aurora partnered with the Women’s 
Business Development Center to host the 2nd Annual Entrepreneurial 
Business Pitch Competition. The competition aims to tap into Aurora’s 
entrepreneurial talent pool and help our businesses grow from the inside 
out. A total of $5,000 in cash prizes was awarded alongside many non-
cash prizes designed for business growth. The grand prize winner, Tamara 
Turner and her company Silver Spoon Deserts, won $2,500 which was 
donated by CIBC. Ms. Turner will use the funds to make upgrades to her 
kitchen to expand her business.
This quarter, Invest Aurora organized and participated in several job and 
resource fairs. These events help connect Aurora residents with the bur-
geoning number of employers looking to hire. This surge in employment is 
due to companies like Amazon moving into Aurora, other businesses ex-
panding, and the demand for seasonal help. Invest Aurora organized and 
participated in 4 hiring events to help facilitate a growing number of hires.
Invest Aurora moves into the 4th quarter after a very productive year thus 
far with many projects in the pipeline. In the next coming months, Aurora 
residents can look forward to seeing redevelopment begin on the Aurora 
Arts Center, 55 S. Lake, 59 S LaSalle, 83 S LaSalle, 30 N Broadway, the 
former Frantz Gym at 62 S Broadway, and the Silverplate building on the 
corner of Stolp and Downer.  All these projects are facilitated by Invest 
Aurora and will take Downtown Aurora to the next level and spur more 
development and growth. 


