Questions regarding the awarding of qualifications this summer
How will grades be awarded this summer?
Grades for GCSEs, A levels, and most other qualifications including applied generals will
be based on a process involving teacher assessment against national standards, internal
quality assurance, and external quality assurance by the exam boards.
The national process defined by the Department for Education and the exams' regulator,
Ofqual is as follows:
1. Teachers will assess students against a national standard, which will be defined by
the exam boards before the Easter break.
2. Departments will submit grades which will be quality assured by the school/
college. This internal quality assurance process will have to be signed off by the exam
board to ensure it is rigorous and in line with national standards.
3. Our school or college results will be quality assured externally by the exam boards,
which may include random sampling of our school or college's evidence.
4. If the exam boards are confident in our submitted results, then the exam boards will
award students their final grades.
5. If students do not think their results are accurate, they will have the right to appeal.
So, do teachers award the grade?
Simply: no. The grade students achieve will start with their teacher's assessment of their
performance across a range of evidence. This is against a nationally defined standard, not
the teacher's own opinion. This assessment is then subject to both internal and external
quality assurance before the final grade is awarded by the exam body as usual.
Does this mean grades are decided by an algorithm?
No, unlike last year, students' grades will not be changed by a formula. The internal and
external quality assurance measures will all be done by humans, not an algorithm. There
is no limit on the achievement of students, providing they have evidence that they are
working at that grade.
What about loss of learning/ impact of Covid?
This year, teachers will only assess students on content they have been taught - because
of the continued disruption of the pandemic. This means students will not be

performance, and so their outcomes are ultimately in their hands.

