
 

 

 

Name of academy: Abbey Grange CE Academy                                                     Date of assessment: 1.9.2021 
Assessment carried out by:                                                                                         Date of last review: 14.12.2021 (updated 2/1/22) 
Name of Chair of Trust Board: Paul Whitman                                                                                               

Activity/Task: Managing Coronavirus from 1st September 2021 
The purpose of this whole assessment is to assist in the management of Covid19 on the school premises and as such the over-arching hazards being controlled 
are building safety, reducing the spread and likelihood of contracting Covid19 and managing staff and student wellbeing.  In all cases the persons who could be 

harmed will be students, staff, visitors and parents/ carers. Therefore, the format of the risk assessment has been altered to reflect this and present the 
control measures that may assist in planning for a safe re-opening. 
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What are the 
hazards? 

Ref. Control Measures What further actions and 
amendments have been 
undertaken? 

Action by 
who? 

Action by 
when? 

Done 

Section 1 – Pre-opening checks 

1. Assessing 
staff and 
student 
numbers to 
assist in plans 
for opening. 

 

Hazard: 

Shortage of 
available staff 
impacts upon 
ability to full 
open and 
maintain 
sustainable 
provision. 

1.1 

Secondary settings have the flexibility to consider how best to 
deliver the two in school pupil LFD testing on a phased basis from 
the beginning of the new academic year 2021/22.  This will depend 
on a school’s circumstances and local arrangements. Pupils should 
return to face-to-face education following their first negative test 
result.  Schools may start testing pupils three days before the start 
of term if they would like to do so. This is voluntary and at the 
discretion of each school. If a school chooses to start testing before 
the first day of term, they should still follow the school’s 
operational guidance and must ensure pupils maintain social 
distancing and go home after their test result. Pupils will still need 
to do 2 tests on-site, each 3 to 5 days apart, before moving to 
home-testing (if they wish to participate in home testing).  Schools 
can operate a phased return to school in order to safely manage 
on-site testing.  Schools will need to consider the transport 
implications of testing pupils before the first day of term.  
The full risk assessment for LFD testing in school is available 
separately. 

    

1.2 

Contact has been made with parents / carers of students and with 
staff to ascertain if there have been any changes to / new medical 
or SEND needs that may impact upon rotas, ratios, medical, SEN 
and first aid needs etc.  This includes re-assessing any staff or pupil 
needs / issues already identified on an individual staff or pupil risk 

    



 

 

 

assessment that may affect their ability to return or require further 
adjustments to be made. 

1.3 

Where a child or young person routinely attends more than one 
setting on a part time basis, for example because they are dual 
registered at a mainstream school and a special setting, the 
settings should work through the system of controls 
collaboratively, enabling them to address any risks identified and 
allowing them to jointly deliver the curriculum for the child or 
young person. It is recommended pupils attend only one setting to 
reduce potential transmission risks. Settings should work together 
with the pupil and parents / carers to ascertain which setting can 
best support the pupils needs.  While some adjustment to 
arrangements may be required, pupils in this situation should not 
be isolated as a solution to the risk of greater contact except when 
required by specific public health advice. 

    

1.4 

Pupils not undergoing testing should attend school in line with 
school's phased return arrangements. Vulnerable children and 
children of critical workers should continue to attend school 
throughout, unless they receive a positive test result. 

    

1.5 
Staff willing to participate in twice weekly LFD testing asked to 
resume testing prior to their first day at work. 

    

2. Use of 
personal and 
shared 
equipment. 

 

Hazard: 

2.1 

Parents / students informed that they must limit the amount of 
equipment they bring into the setting each day, to essentials such 
as lunch boxes, water bottle, hats and coats. A bag is permitted for 
bringing personal belongings to school – this should be kept with 
the student or in the classroom that they are using. 

    

2.2 
Where possible, students will have their own items in school which 
are stored in a zip plastic wallet or individual tray. 

    



 

 

 

Shared 
personal 
resources 
results in 
spread of 
infection 

2.3 

Staff have been advised to bring their own food / drink provisions 
in (in a cool bag if food needs to be kept cold) to avoid sharing.  
Where resources are shared, staff should sanitise their hands 
before and after handling items. 

    

2.4 

Equipment in school is now in a 28-day cycle of surface fogging 
using ‘Z-71 Microbe shield surface sanitiser’. This process creates a 
barrier layer on surfaces which enables fogged resources to be 
shared without the need for regular cleaning. 

Any items that have not been fogged should not be shared and 
should be subject to regular cleaning.  Anyone handling equipment 
that has not been fogged should sanitise their hands before and 
after handling the item. 

    

3. Information 
to students, 
staff, parents / 
carers, visitors 
and 
contractors. 

 

Hazard: 

Poor 
communication 
results in 
control 
measures being 
compromised 

3.1 

All persons likely to come onto the school grounds will be informed 
they must not attend if they are displaying any symptoms of 
Coronavirus, or if they are self-isolating following Government 
Guidance for households with family members displaying 
symptoms. 

We will encourage parents and other visitors to take a lateral flow 
device (LFD) test before entering the school. 

    

3.2 
Communication will be in the form of newsletters, letters, emails, 
signs, social media posts. 

    

3.3 

Signs displayed at all entrances to the academy and within 
classrooms / staffrooms to ensure persons coming onto the school 
grounds and into the building are informed they must not attend if 
they are displaying any symptoms of Covid-19, that they must use 
hand sanitiser / wash hands on entry and to follow the ‘catch it, 
bin it, kill it’ guidance. 

 

    



 

 

 

3.4 
Code of conduct to be issued prior to students returning to school 
to ensure expectations are clear. 

    

  



 

 

 

Section 2 - Ongoing Procedures 

Tracing close contacts and self-isolation 

Close contacts in schools are now identified by NHS Test and Trace and education settings are no longer be expected to undertake contact tracing. As with 
positive cases in any other setting, NHS Test and Trace will work with the positive case and/or their parent to identify close contacts. Contacts from a school 
setting will only be traced by NHS Test and Trace where the positive case or their parent specifically identifies the individual as being a close contact. This is likely 
to be a small number of individuals who would be most at risk of contracting COVID-19 due to the nature of the close contact. You may be contacted in 
exceptional cases to help with identifying close contacts, as currently happens in managing other infectious diseases.  

From 14 December 2021, adults who are fully vaccinated and all children and young people aged between 5 and 18 years and 6 months identified as a contact of 
someone with COVID-19 are strongly advised to take a LFD test every day for 7 days and continue to attend their setting as normal, unless they have a positive 
test result. Daily testing of close contacts applies to all contacts who are:  

• fully vaccinated adults – people who have had 2 doses of an approved vaccine  
• all children and young people aged 5 to 18 years and 6 months, regardless of their vaccination status  
• people who are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 
• people taking part, or have taken part, in an approved clinical trial for a COVID-19 vaccine. 

Children under 5 years are exempt from self-isolation and do not need to take part in daily testing of close contacts.  

Pupils with SEND identified as close contacts should be supported by school and their families to agree the most appropriate route for testing including, where 
appropriate, additional support to assist swabbing. For further information, please see SEND guidance.  

Further information is available in NHS Test and Trace: what to do if you are contacted and in the stay at home: guidance for households with possible or 
confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection  

18-year-olds are treated in the same way as children until 6 months after their 18th birthday, to allow them the opportunity to get fully vaccinated. At which 
point, they will be subject to the same rules as adults and so if they choose not to get vaccinated, they will need to self-isolate if identified as a close contact. 
Settings will continue to have a role in working with health protection teams in the case of a local outbreak. If there is a substantial increase in the number of 
positive cases in school or if central government offers the area an enhanced response package, a director of public health might advise a setting to temporarily 
reintroduce some control measures. 



 

 

 

4. Clinically 
extremely 
vulnerable and 
vulnerable staff 
and students 

 

Hazard: 

Staff in the 
above 
categories are 
at increased 
risk should they 
contract 
Covid19 

4.1 

Clinically extremely vulnerable (CEV) people are advised, as a 
minimum, to follow the same guidance as everyone else. It is 
important that everyone adheres to this guidance, but CEV people 
may wish to think particularly carefully about the additional 
precautions they can continue to take. 

All staff should follow the measures set out in the system of 
controls in this risk assessment to minimise the risks of 
transmission. This includes continuing to observe good hand and 
respiratory hygiene and maintaining social distancing.  CEV, CV and 
staff at higher risk should take particular care to practise frequent, 
thorough hand washing, and cleaning of frequently touched areas 
in their home and/or workspace. 

CEV staff and pupils may wish to continue maintaining social 
distancing and wearing face coverings. CEV staff must wear face 
coverings in communal areas.  CEV pupils are advised to wear face 
coverings in communal areas and classrooms.  CEV staff and pupils 
should refer to the government guidance: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-
shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-
covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-
vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19 

    

5. Persons who 
are already 
displaying 
Coronavirus 
symptoms 

Hazard: 

Transmission of 
virus 

5.1 
All persons who are displaying symptoms must not come into 
school and should follow Government guidance on self-isolating 
including test and trace.   

    

5.2 

Persons whose family members are displaying symptoms of 
Coronavirus must follow Government guidance regarding self-
isolating including test and trace.  

    

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19


 

 

 

6. Persons 
developing 
Coronavirus 
symptoms who 
have been on 
site previously 
or persons who 
develop 
symptoms 
whilst on site 

 

Hazard: 

Transmission of 
virus 

6.1 

All persons who develop Coronavirus symptoms (however mild) in 
between attendance times or whilst on site, should follow 
government guidance on self-isolating and including test and trace. 
Staff or students on site when they develop symptoms will be sent 
home as soon as possible.  

    

6.2 

Whilst awaiting pick-up persons will be isolated in a separate area 
with a closed door (and preferably an open window).  Students will 
be supervised whilst this takes place. Where possible students will 
be kept outside on the playground if it is not break or lunchtime.  

    

6.3 

In most cases, parents and carers will agree that a pupil with 
symptoms should not attend the school, given the potential risk to 
others. 

If a parent or carer insists on a pupil attending school, the school 
may make the decision to refuse the pupil if, in reasonable 
judgement, it is necessary to protect other pupils and staff from 
possible infection with COVID-19. Any decision of this nature 
would need to be carefully considered in light of all the 
circumstances and current public health advice. 

    

6.4 

An IIR face mask will be worn by the supervising adult if a distance 
of 2 metres cannot be maintained. If contact with the child or 
young person is necessary, then gloves, an apron and an IIR face 
mask will be worn by the supervising adult. If a risk assessment 
determines that there is a risk of splashing to the eyes, for example 
from coughing, spitting, or vomiting, then eye protection should 
also be worn. 

    

6.5 
Where the initial child, young person or staff member with 
symptoms tests negative, they can return to their setting and the 
fellow household members can end their self-isolation. 

    



 

 

 

Where a contact traced child, young person, or staff member tests 
negative following the development of symptoms they will need 
to continue self -isolating until 10 days after symptoms have 
started.  

Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same 
household as someone with COVID-19, or are a close contact of 
someone with COVID-19, and any of the following apply: 

• they are fully vaccinated 

• they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months 

• they have taken part in or are currently part of an 
approved COVID-19 vaccine trial 

• they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 

6.6 

If a member of staff has helped someone who was unwell with a 
new, continuous cough or a high temperature, they do not need to 
go home unless they develop symptoms themselves or the student 
or staff member subsequently tests positive.  They should wash 
their hands thoroughly for 20 seconds after any contact with 
someone who is unwell. 

    

6.7 
If a student or member of staff tests positive for Covid19, Test and 
Trace will be responsible for informing close contacts. 

    

6.8 

If there is reasonable evidence that a member of staff who is 
diagnosed with COVID19 was likely exposed because of their work 
this must be notified to the Trust’s H&S adviser (CLO) and logged in 
an incident report form.  CLO will contact HSE if necessary. 

For example, a child who has been attending school is diagnosed as 
having COVID19 and then a member of staff who has been in 

    



 

 

 

prolonged close contact / carrying out intimate care or medical 
procedures with that child is diagnosed with COVID 19. 

In addition, if a member of staff dies as a result of a work related 
exposure to coronavirus and this is confirmed as the likely cause of 
death by a registered medical practitioner then you must notify 
the CLO as soon as is practical and within 10 days of the death. If 
CLO is unavailable, contact Helen Pratten. 

Notifying such instances on an incident report form does not 
constitute a direct causal link as exposure may have occurred 
outside of the school setting.  If you are not sure whether you 
should notify an issue or not please contact CLO. 

  
Follow the guidance in the local PHE guidance on Test and Trace,  
Government / NHS Flow chart and the simple Abbey MAT 
flowchart for cases. 

    

7. Hygiene 
practices: 
Handwashing 
and hand 
sanitisers (N.B 
Regular and 
thorough hand 
cleaning is 
going to be 
needed for the 
foreseeable 
future.) 

 

Hazard: 

7.1 
Hand sanitiser at entrance points to the building and staff, visitors 
and students asked to use them on entry. 

    

7.2 

Students and staff should wash their hands with soap and running 
water for at least 20 seconds on entering their allocated area and 
at regular intervals throughout the day, particularly after going to 
the toilet, touching faces, coughing or sneezing, learning outside 
and before and after eating. Paper towels should be available for 
drying hands.  Hand sanitiser will be utilised where hand washing is 
not practicable or possible. Staff working with children and young 
people who spit uncontrollably may want more opportunities to 
wash their hands than other staff, or, children and young people 
who use saliva as a sensory stimulant or who struggle with ‘catch 
it, bin it, kill it’ may need more opportunities to wash their hands 
than children and young people who do not. 

    



 

 

 

Ineffective 
hand hygiene 
results in cross-
contamination 

7.3 
If sinks are not available close to or in classrooms / work areas 
then hand sanitiser will be provided.  

    

7.4 
All persons should wash their hands or use hand sanitiser before 
leaving the premises or changing work areas.  

    

7.5 
Tissues will be available in all group areas and will be single use 
only and binned after use.  

    

7.6 

Any waste products used by staff or students that start to show 
symptoms whilst in school will be double bagged and kept 
(securely) for 72 hours before being disposed of via the usual 
waste route. NB the virus cannot survive on a surface for more 
than 72 hours according to current guidance. 

    

7.7 
In addition, staff are to wash hands or use hand sanitiser on entry 
to staff rooms, before and after preparing food and drinks, and 
before leaving.  

    

7.8 

Identify if supervision of hand sanitiser use is necessary given the 
risks around ingestion. Small children and students with complex 
needs will continue to be helped to clean their hands properly. 
Skin friendly skin cleaning wipes can be used as an alternative. 

    

7.9 

Sanitising products should be non-alcohol based in areas where 
there may be sparks or naked flames e.g science labs, kitchens and 
some D&T rooms. 

 

    

7.10 Children are encouraged not to touch their mouth, eyes and nose     

7.11 
Adults and children use a tissue or elbow to cough or sneeze and 
use bins for tissue waste (‘catch it, bin it, kill it’) 

    

7.12 
Posters regarding hand washing and hygiene practises are 
displayed in classrooms / areas of use. 

    



 

 

 

8. Cleaning 

 

Hazard: 

Lack of a 
sanitisation / 
cleaning 
programme and 
regular cleaning 
of high touch 
areas leads to 
transmission of 
infection 

8.1 

Cleaning will be carried out using standard cleaning 
chemicals/disinfectant and / or anti-viral wipes and sprays. 
Guidance is available in 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-
decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings 

    

8.2 

The school is now in a 28-day cycle of surface fogging using ‘Z-71 
Microbe shield surface sanitiser’. This process creates a barrier 
layer on surfaces. Following application of this biocide, surfaces 
including touch points, remain protected for 28 days.  

This process has removed the need for the additional cleaning 
throughout the day with traditional sanitiser.  

    

8.3 Thorough daily cleaning of all areas used takes place.     

8.4 
Disposable glove checks to be conducted weekly to ensure that 
there is always an adequate supply.  PPE to checked weekly. 

    

8.5 

Equipment in school is now in a 28-day cycle of surface fogging 
using ‘Z-71 Microbe shield surface sanitiser’. This process creates a 
barrier layer on surfaces which enables fogged resources to be 
shared without the need for regular cleaning. 

Any items that have not been fogged should not be shared and 
should be subject to regular cleaning.  Anyone handling equipment 
that has not been fogged should sanitise their hands before and 
after handling the item. 

    

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings


 

 

 

9. Face 
Coverings 

 

Hazard: 

Failure to wear 
face coverings 
in crowded 
areas could 
result in 
transmission of 
infection. 

9.1 

Face coverings must be worn by pupils and staff in all communal 
areas and corridors.  It is recommended that students wear face 
coverings in classrooms.  Staff may also wish to wear face 
coverings in classrooms.  

Face coverings must also be worn on public transport and 
dedicated transport to school or college. 

    

9.2 
Staff and students must wear face coverings in corridors and 
communal areas unless exempt from doing so.   

    

9.3 

Staff and students will be asked to wash or sanitise their hands 

before putting on a face covering and after removing one or if they 

touch their face covering while wearing it.   

Face coverings should be stored in a sealed plastic bag when 
removed and kept in a safe place when not being worn e.g. 
students bag 

    

9.4 
It is recommended that students wear face coverings in 
classrooms.  Staff may also wish to wear face coverings in 
classrooms. 

    

10. First Aid 

Hazard: 

First aid 
provision is not 
in-live with 
ratios thus 
putting staff 
and students at 
risk. 

First aiders do 
not follow 

10.1 

Relevant PPE will be used when administering first aid e.g. mask, 
disposable gloves, apron. 

PPE will be removed safely and disposal will be through double 
bagging and removing from the premises as soon as possible. 

Staff trained in donning and doffing PPE. 

    

10.2 

First aider will wash hands thoroughly for 20 seconds after removal 
of PPE. 

    



 

 

 

guidelines thus 
increasing the 
risk of infection 
transmission 

 

11. Ventilation 

 

Hazard: 

Increased risk 
of infection 
transmission in 
unventilated 
areas 

11.1 

 

It is important to ensure the school is well ventilated and a 
comfortable teaching environment is maintained. Where possible, 
to aid ventilation, doors should be kept open.  External opening 
doors may also be used (as long as they are not fire doors and 
where safe to do so) Safeguarding and health and safety must be 
assessed to see if this is appropriate, especially for younger 
children and pupils with SEN needs and fire procedures will need 
to be altered to ensure those doors are closed should the fire 
alarm sound. 

    

11.2 

Where possible windows to classrooms, offices, staff rooms will be 
opened.  In cooler weather windows should be opened just 
enough to provide constant background ventilation, and opened 
more fully during breaks to purge the air in the space. 

    

11.3 

You can continue using most types of air conditioning system as 
normal. If you use a centralised ventilation system that removes 
and circulates air to different rooms it is recommended that you 
turn off recirculation and use a fresh air supply. Air conditioning 
systems that mix some of the extracted air with fresh air and 
return it to the rooms, individual room systems or portable units 
do not need adjusting. Ventilation to chemical stores should 
remain operational.   Mechanical ventilation systems should be 
adjusted to increase the ventilation rate wherever possible, and 
checked to confirm that normal operation meets current guidance 
(if possible, systems should be adjusted to full fresh air or, if not, 

    



 

 

 

then systems should be operated as normal as long as they are 
within a single room and supplemented by an outdoor air supply.   

Heating systems that utilise warm air should follow the same 
principles. Guidance from HSE is available at 
https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/equipment-and-
machinery/air-conditioning-and-ventilation.htm. 

11.4 

To balance the need for increased ventilation while maintaining a 
comfortable temperature, the following measures should also be 
used as appropriate:  opening high level windows in preference to 
low level to reduce draughts, increasing the ventilation while 
spaces are unoccupied (e.g. between classes, during break and 
lunch, when a room is unused), providing flexibility to allow 
additional, suitable indoor clothing, rearranging furniture where 
possible to avoid direct drafts, Increased ventilation may make 
school buildings cooler than usual over the winter months. 
Consider allowing additional, suitable indoor items of clothing to 
be worn during the winter period in addition to the school’s 
current uniform. Where this occurs, schools no extra financial 
pressure should be placed on parents. 

    

11.5 
Heating should be used as necessary to ensure comfort levels are 
maintained particularly in occupied spaces. 

    

12. Educational 
visits 

Hazard: 

Appropriate 
controls are not 
in place thus 

12.1 
Educational visits and overnight UK based residential visits may 
take place. 

    

12.2 
International visits may resume from the start of the 2021/22 
academic year as long as government advice on foreign travel is 
followed. 

    

12.3 
The government travel list (and broader international travel policy) 
is subject to change.The travel lists may change during a visit and 

    



 

 

 

increasing risk 
of infection or  

schools must comply with international travel legislation and 
should have contingency plans in place to account for these 
changes. 

12.4 
Before booking any international visits, the visit provider and 
Zurich insurance should be spoken to in order to assess the 
protection available. 

    

12.5 

Full and thorough risk assessments must be undertaken for all 
educational visits and ensure that any public health advice, such as 
hygiene and ventilation requirements, is included as part of that 
risk assessment. General guidance about educational visits is 
available and is supported by specialist advice from the Outdoor 
Education Advisory Panel (OEAP). 

    

13. Personal 
Protective 
Equipment 
(PPE) 

 

Hazard: 

Staff fail to 
follow the 
guidance on 
PPE putting 
themselves and 
others at risk 

13.1 

Activities such as close intimate care e.g. nappy changing, invasive 
medical procedures, assisting with feeding necessitate closer 
contact with students.  Staff carrying out these activities will wear 
disposable gloves and aprons and may need IIR masks and eye 
protection. This will be assessed on a case by case basis. 

    

13.2 
If PPE is identified as necessary for certain activities or staff 
through a risk assessment then this will be provided by the school.  

    

13.3 
Staff who may get bodily fluids, including spit, on their clothes 
from students have been advised to bring a change of clothes to 
work.  

    

13.4 
Stocks of PPE will be maintained and replenished as necessary. 

 

    

14. Staff 
wellbeing 14.1 

Health and wellbeing support available to all employees through 
the Trust’s Employee Assistance Programme: 

    



 

 

 

 

Hazard: 

Staff are not 
consulted with 
resulting in 
anxiety about 
the controls in 
place to 
mitigate risk 

Through this provision a range of counselling and other services 
can be accessed: 

• Call 08000 856 148 

• The service is confidential and independent: 

Completely confidential and independent service 

Access available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year 

Support for personal or work issues 

Completely free to the service user 

14.2 
A Mental Health First Aider is in place and all staff are aware of 
who he is. 

    

14.3 

The Department for Education is providing additional support for 
both student and staff wellbeing in the current situation.  
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/extra-mental-health-
support-for-pupils-and-teachers 

 

    

14.4 
Line managers will maintain regular contact with their team 
members and will offer additional support where required. 

    

14.5 
Staff are encouraged to give consideration to stress and anxiety 
increasing susceptibility to infection e.g. lack of sleep, becoming 
run down etc. 

    

14.6 

Up-to-date corporate communications are followed as per Public 
Health England (PHE) advice 

 

    

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/extra-mental-health-support-for-pupils-and-teachers
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/extra-mental-health-support-for-pupils-and-teachers


 

 

 

15. Student 
Wellbeing 

 

Hazard: 

Lack of 
identification of 
pupil wellbeing 
needs  

15.1 

Staff will continue to identify students who would benefit from 
wellbeing support and ensure appropriate intervention is put in 
place. 

    

16. Contractors 
visiting site 

 

Hazard: 

Contractors fail 
to follow school 
controls and 
government 
guidance thus 
compromising 
the integrity of 
the school’s 
control 
measures. 

16.1 
Minimise visits to wherever possible to essential visits only e.g to 
carry out statutory testing, repair work or building works.  Where 
visits can happen outside of school hours, they should. 

    

16.2 
Contractors asked to provide their risk assessments and discuss 
additional needs with the school prior to visiting.  

    

16.3 
Contractors to follow Government guidelines on self-isolating if 
they or their family members display any symptoms.  

    

16.4 

If contractors display any symptoms whilst onsite they will be 
asked to leave immediately and any areas / equipment they have 
been working in / on isolated for 72 hours or thoroughly cleaned 
prior to admitting other persons / being used.  

    

16.5 Limit of number of visitors on site at any one time.     

17. Use of 
transport 

 

Hazard: 

Ineffective 
controls 
increase 

17.1 

The approach to minibus / coach / private vehicle transport should 
align as far as possible with the principles underpinning the system 
of controls set out in this document and with the approach being 
adopted for your setting. It is important to consider:  a) how pupils 
are grouped together on transport,  b) additional cleaning of 
vehicles, c) passengers cleaning their hands before boarding and 
after disembarking (putting sanitiser on whilst on board could 
cause spillages and slip hazards), d) drivers and escorts regularly 

    



 

 

 

transmission of 
infection. 

hand sanitising throughout the journey and after tasks such as 
helping a child board or handling a child's belongings, e) 
maximising the ventilation of fresh air particularly through opening 
windows and vents, f) the use of face coverings for children 11 and 
over.  
 

18. 
Asymptomatic 
Lateral Flow 
Testing  

18.1 An asymptomatic lateral flow device testing programme has been 
put in place in the school. See separate risk assessment for details. 

     
 

18.2 Staff and secondary students will be encouraged to undertake 
twice weekly home tests whenever they are on site until the end of 
September, when this will also be reviewed. 

     
 

18.3 Staff and pupils with a positive LFD test result should self-isolate in 
line with the stay at home guidance for households with possible 
or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection. They will also need 
to get a free PCR test to check if they have COVID-19. 
 
Whilst awaiting the PCR result, the individual should continue to 
self-isolate. 
 
If the PCR test is taken within 2 days of the positive lateral flow 
test, and is negative, it overrides the self-test LFD test and the 
pupil can return to school, as long as the individual doesn’t have 
COVID-19 symptoms. 

    

18.4 Secondary schools will carry out on-site asymptomatic testing at 
the start of the academic year 2021/22 and at the start of the 
spring term in January 2022. 

    

18.5 Secondary schools should also retain a small asymptomatic testing 
site (ATS) on-site until further notice so they can offer testing to 
pupils who are unable to test themselves at home (see section 1) 

    



 

 

 

19. Ongoing 
Review 

19 This risk assessment will be subject to regular review as the 
circumstances in school and public health advice changes. 

    

19.1 A contingency plan is in place outlining how the school would 
operate if advised to take extra measures to help break chains of 
transmission. 

    

 

 


