I think that the most important thing that I can
say at the end of this challenging term is a
huge thank you to parents/carers,
and staff.

At the start of December all forms in Years 7 and 8 took part in the ‘Form
Food Bank Challenge’, with the aim to bring as many items of food in to

students

school as possible. Currently the school is running a program to deliver

Thank you for your patience and support as
parents/carers with the changes that we have
had to make with the procedures that we

food parcels to families within our community and our supplies were

have put in place for students in school, for
making the necessary arrangements (often at
very short notice) when your child has been
asked to stay at home, and for bearing with
us as we have had to put our remote learning

plans into action.
This continues to be a stressful time for all of
us, and one in which the guidelines have
changed frequently. It is clear that although
the start of the vaccination programme gives
hope of light at the end of the tunnel, next
term is likely to present similar challenges to
this one. But we will continue to work hard to
keep our students as safe as possible, to
take them forward in their learning and to
follow the national guidelines relating to how
we respond when positive cases are made
known to us.
At such a time, more than ever, the hope of
the Christmas story is one that speaks to
many of us, even though we have not been
able to mark the advent season in the
normal way.
I sincerely hope that whatever your plans this
Christmas, you will be able to enjoy some
family time together, and have the chance to
reflect on the message of Christmas.
Happy Christmas, and here’s to a positive
2021!!
Jon Norden

running low.

To date we have had an astonishing amount of food

brought in, which is a massive credit to all involved. The food raised will
have a

significant impact on allowing us to supply families within our

community over the Christmas period. The response typifies our students
attitude and the ethos at Abbey Grange. Thank you to everyone involved.

Student News

Year Managers would like say well
done to all students for continuing to
show great resilience during these
difficult times. A lot of students have
had to spend time working from home
and are doing so brilliantly! We would
like to give a special mention to the
following students who have gained
the most positive points in their year
Miss Hall and Mr Rothera have been

After much deliberation 10 designs

Congratulations !

so impressed with Year 7 students

were selected to be the official card of

Year 7

during their first term at Abbey Grange.

Abbey Grange for 2020. The winners

Rhiannon, Joseph, Maisie, Fred,

As a reward all those students (107 in

received a congratulations letter from

Alana, Erin, Arwen, Maia, Joshua and

total)

Mr Norden along with a set of 6 printed

Atila.

ClassCharts

Year 8

Christmas Party Lunch.

Alice, Alice, Charlie, Sian, Toby,

The whole year group have had a

Marcus, Dylan, Zoja, Silvana and

fantastic start to their Abbey Grange

Merhawi.

journey, and we wish them all a very

Year 9

merry Christmas and a safe and happy

Florence, Benjamin, Mia, Lama, Henry,

New Year!

group

this

half

term

so

far.

with

a

100%

were

Ratio

invited

to

on
a

cards of their own design.

Caitlin, Nardos, Chibuikem, Grace and
Emma.
Year 10
Usman, Emily, Thomas, Eleanor, Alex,
Sam, Charlotte, Acacia, Lily and
Jayden

Our

Year 11

competition yet again received an

Danny, Rachel, Tom, Stella, Georgia,

enormous number of entries, Mr

Sinit, Samuel, Amelia, Sharon and

Norden and Mrs Johnston (Chair of

Kendrick.

annual

Christmas

Card

Governors) had a hard task
selecting winners from the
fantastic designs submitted
by our Year 7 and Year 8
students.

For further news and updates you can follow us on Twitter and like us on Facebook

Student News
When asked for his opinion on the

i

books, Mathew (Year 7 reading

Remember, Remember to Attend in
November!

Year 7 and Year 8 mindfulness club
meet on Friday break times one for
Year 7 and one for Year 8. This club
focuses on practicing mindfulness
and making new friends. Students
take part in a variety of mindfulness
activities which include badminton,

Ghost Boy) stated “From the start of
the book I have been very interested
in what comes next. It describes in
detail what happened to the poor
boy and it helped me get a better
understanding of what some people
are going through in life”.

quiet reading, colouring in and
A big congratulations to Isabella
(Year 7), Nathan (Year 8), Jay (Year
9), Essey (Year 10) and Ellie (Year

meditation. It’s great to see so many
students getting involved and seeing
new friendships forming.

11) who were the winners of the
November Attendance drive. We had
lots of students who achieved 100%
attendance and no lates during the
month of November, but these

students were the lucky winners of
the draw to each win a £20 gift
voucher for Trinity Leeds.
A huge well done to all students who
continue to attend school 100% of
the time, keep it up next term!

The school has invested in an
exciting series of reading books to
help boost Year 7 reading abilities.
The scheme will expose all of Year 7
students to a diverse and intriguing
set of books that cover real life and
current affairs. Some hard hitting and
others that will pull on the heart
strings, but the overall aim is to
develop a lifelong love for reading.

The books will also allow the
students to improve their ‘personal
development’

through

Our Year 7 dance club

will be

competing in the West Yorkshire
School

Games

virtual

dance

competition which will take place in
February.

The

students

are

dedicating two break times a week to
take part. We have some fantastic
dancers here at Abbey Grange and
this Year 7 team are producing a
routine with a theme of Black Lives

Matters. It’s brilliant to see so many
students interested in dance.

realising

talents, developing new skills and
exploring diversity, mental health and
well-being.

For further news and updates you can follow us on Twitter and like us on Facebook

Post 16 News

After presenting their manifesto via
video to all Post 16 students, a vote
took place and

Seth

Freya: "I'm excited to have the

progress to university the work will

opportunity to be able to bring

start in earnest in the new year to

positive changes to this school and

identify apprenticeship and work

see the impact that the students can

opportunities and help them to

make"

ensure they are also well placed to
take those important next steps in

and Daniel

their future careers or education.

received the most votes and will be
the Leaders whilst Freya

and Tori

take the deputy roles. It was a close
competition with the lead changing
hands several times.

This term Year 13 have been busy
finalising their university applications,
navigating virtual open days and
even having 'zoom' interviews. As
always the vast majority of our
students
university

hope
and

to

progress

we

have

to

sent

applications for a huge variety of
Thank you to all that put themselves
forward for the role. Mr Golding has
already met with the team and is
looking forward to the new team
making a difference across the
school. Congratulations!
Daniel: "I'm very excited to have a
role in the Post 16 leadership team
and I look forward to making positive

change for the benefit of students
and teachers alike"
Seth: "I want to do whatever I can to
make our students comfortable,
successful and happy."
Tori: “I hope to use this role to bring
awareness to important issues and
be a voice for the student body”

courses. Particularly pleasing, given

how 2020 has gone so far, we have
sent a record number of applications
for NHS frontline positions, dozens of
aspiring Doctors, Dentists, Nurses
and even Paramedics will hopefully
leave Abbey Grange and progress
into

careers

in

the

NHS.

As

previously we had a healthy number
of students (11) apply to Oxbridge

this year from a wide variety of
subjects and a number of students
are awaiting or have already had
interviews for their courses, we

Despite Year 11 students missing out
on many insights in to life as a sixth
former whilst in lockdown, we have
been working hard to ensure they are
well

informed

regarding

their

decisions for what and where to
study next year. Year 11 students will
be given the application form for
Abbey Grange Academy in January
and must hand it in by the end of the
month to secure their place, subject
to meeting the entry criteria.

eagerly await offer news in the new
year. Good luck to all of our students
who have applied for university
places, for those who do not wish to

For further news and updates you can follow us on Twitter and like us on Facebook

News from the Chaplain—Kay Brown
This half term we have been looking at

Parentpay we raised £768 which is a

day as we build good habits during

the theme of Peace, something we

fantastic effort by all involved.

Advent.

greatly need in such a disorienting

Although there was no general election

As we enter the final week we are

times. We started by examining what

this year, Abbey Grange’s commitment

again

peace means and Mrs Thornton led us

to democracy continued as voted for

Contemporary Carols, but this year of

in a very thought provoking reflection

the agenda for the Youth Parliament.

course that is virtual! On Friday all

on growing up during the Troubles in

Nationally

most

students will watch a presentation

Belfast. Students had many questions

concerned about the cost of university

produced by the team at St George’s

about what this was like and what is

and increasing racial awareness in the

Church, with a message of Hope at

history to our students became more

curriculum whilst locally the big issues

Christmas. We will also get the chance

real.

were

and

to wear Christmas jumpers (or other

During that time we started to reflect

homelessness.

an

appropriate attire!) to mark the end of

on

students

interesting exercise in democracy, this

term and also fundraise. Students are

gathered there ideas together on

was an indication of the areas we need

voting for how that money will be spent

wreaths which were displayed on the

to address with students through

and it is interesting to note that at the

glass wall of the dining hall.

activities in form time and PHSCE

time of writing sending a child to

lessons.

school is the most popular item-

During Advent this year we have been

perhaps a reflection of the year we

using the Advent Christmas Journey, a

have had. All money raised will go to

series of daily reflections on the

projects sponsored by Christian Aid.

Rhythm of Life, a way of engaging with

This too brings a message of hope

faith and spirituality that involves all

and that to me is the most important

aspects of our lives. This has been a

message at this time- hope for us all.

We marked the silence in school, a

collaboration between Church of

We will get through these challenging

moving reflection at a time when so

England Secondary schools across

times and the story of Christmas

many are experiencing loss. Students

the Diocese of Leeds and you can find

shows the reality of that. Jesus was

recorded an assembly reflecting on

out more about this initiative for

born into poverty and homelessness

the many people whose sacrifices we

schools and families here: https://

yet in that birth is a message of joy

all need to say thank you for.

learning.leeds.anglican.org/rol/rol-

and hope. My prayer is that we all

Children in Need was of course

families/

know that joy and hope this Christmas

different to usual but we picked up the

To mark Advent for Year 7 we were

and we will have a year ahead of

theme of ‘come as you are’ and

grateful to receive gifts from the

rebuilding and reconnecting with all

enjoyed a day with a more relaxed feel.

organisation formerly known as the

that we truly value.

Students used some of the resources

Gideons which we were able to give

Every blessing to you and your family,

from Children in Need in form time and

out to all who wanted them. We gave

Kay Brown.

& Year 7 had an optional lunchtime

over 200 copies of New Testament

drop in with puzzles and origami to

and Psalms to students, with the

enjoy !

encouragement to read a little each

Remembrance,

With

as

pay ment

through

students

d o m e st i c

were

violence
As

well

as

hosting

St

George’s

For further news and updates you can follow us on Twitter and like us on Facebook

PTA
We have still been able to raise some

We also had the cash raffle which

funds for school despite the Covid

was a great success. We sold 836

pandemic

tickets and we raised £686.

due to the
help of our
amazing
school staff
and parents/
carers

who

give up their time to help organise,

These events have enabled us to

advertise events and donate. We

continue giving funds to the school

sold pre- worn uniform during the

for the Hardship Fund.

half term holiday. This was a great
help for anyone who had children

We

that had grown out of their existing

2021 will be

uniform and had been unable to

a better year

purchase

for everyone

new

uniform

before

September. We raised £263.35.

hope

and we are
planning a Spring/Summer fair when
we are able to meet with more than 6
people outside!
If you would like to hear about our
fundraising events please contact
the school office and they can add

This year we sold 93 tickets (£10 per

you to any mailing lists. If you would

ticket) for the 100 club and have

like to get involved please give your

been

email address to the school office

doing

the

draws

from

September. A winning number is

and we will be in touch.

drawn each month and the lucky

Thank

winner receives £50. We have had

support.

some lovely feedback from parents/

Merry Christmas and a

carers when they have received this
surprise cheque. We raised £430

you

for

your

continued

happy New Year
Sarah Devlin
PTA Chair Person

For further news and updates you can follow us on Twitter and like us on Facebook

Information

If you are the parent, foster parent,

network family carer or guardian of
children at school, and you are on a

if your child is eligible for free school

Centre or local housing office, or

meals, they’ll continue to receive

post it to:

them until they move to a new stage
of school, such as from primary into
secondary school.
Pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year

free school meals.

2

Young people, who are still at school
but receive income support in their

automatically

entitled

to

Universal Infant Free School Meals,
regardless of their parents' income.

own right, can also receive free

If you’re on any of the above

school meals.

benefits, it’s still important to register

Your children are entitled to free
school meals if you receive:

Leeds

City

Council

S e l e c t a p o s t

low income, you could be entitled to

are

Welfare and Benefits (FSM Claims)
1 5

Leeds, LS2 8BA
You can also contact Leeds Welfare
and Benefits Service on 0113 222
4404.

for a free school meal to ensure your
child’s school doesn’t miss out on
funding call pupil premium.

Due to the current situation in order
to minimise the number of people on

· Income Support, or

Please note, if you are entitled to

site, we would like to remind parents/

Working Tax Credit you do not

carers not to attend the school site

Allowance, or

qualify for free school meals unless:

without a prior appointment. If you

· income-related Employment and

· your child is in Reception, Year 1 or

need to make contact with a member

Support Allowance, or

Year 2, or you are receiving Working

of staff, please do so via email or by

·

income-based

Job

Seeker's

· the guaranteed element of Pension
Credit
· Universal Credit, if you apply on or
after 1 April 2018 your household
income must be less than £7,400 a

Tax Credit Run-on. This is paid for 4
weeks after your employment ends
or your hours reduce to under 16
hours per week.
Children

attending

nurseries,

attached to a Local Education

ringing the main reception. Where

Authority maintained school, can

possible, we will arrange meetings

have free school meals for any full

via the telephone or remotely, as

· Immigration and Asylum Act 1999,

days they attend. If your child

required. Thank you.

or

attends an Early Years Centre, you

year (after tax and not including any
benefits you get).

· Child Tax Credit, if you have an
annual taxable income (as assessed
by H M Revenue and Customs)
which does not exceed £16,190.

should contact Children's Services.
Where do I send my form?
You can hand your signed and
completed form in at any One Stop

For further news and updates you can follow us on Twitter and like us on Facebook

