
In partnership to Educate, Nurture & Empower

Moving on to

SECONDARY
SCHOOL

John 10:10 - I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.



Hello and welcome to all our new students who will be starting 
with us in September 2020. 

I am so pleased that you have chosen Abbey Grange as your 
secondary school and am sure that you will have a fantastic time 
with us. I have been Principal at Abbey Grange for 6 years and am 
incredibly proud of the students and staff here who work together 
to make it such a positive place to be. 

Welcome Although you may feel nervous now, I am confident that you will 
settle into Abbey Grange very quickly, and soon feel a real part of 
the community. Looking through this guide, and having a go at the 
activities, will be a really good way of preparing yourself for 
starting in September, particularly this year when the current 
coronavirus restrictions make visits difficult.

I look forward to meeting you and getting to know you.

Mr Norden



About this guide

This guide will help you to become more familiar with Abbey Grange Church 
of England Academy and it will help you to understand how the school 
operates on a daily basis as well as our policies and procedures.

This guide is interactive so please complete all the written and on-line tasks 
so that you really get to know the school.
We will provide for all our students in Year 7 the educational and social 
platform to become proud members of Abbey Grange Church of England 
Academy, whilst flourishing academically, thriving socially, and growing 
emotionally within a holistic learning community. 

We are here as a partnership to Educate, Nurture and Empower and we start 
that journey together right now.

What will Secondary 
School be like for me?

This is a good question and one that we imagine you will have asked 
yourselves and family and friends a lot over the last school year.

We hope you will be excited about starting at Abbey Grange Church of 
England Academy, but we know you may feel nervous, this is quite natural 
and we will do everything we can to make sure your move to secondary 
school goes well.

Abbey Grange has great facilities for you to enjoy and we are sure you will 
settle in quickly. 

Arriving at Abbey Grange 
Church of England Academy
Approaching a secondary school can be very exciting, but also daunting, because 
they are generally much bigger than most primary schools. One of the first 
concerns for all new staff and students is getting lost. We have a one-way system in 
place that will help you move around the buildings. There will also be staff on 
corridors who can help you find your way. It won’t take you long to get used to the 
new environment.

This is what you will see when you arrive at the main entrance. As you go through 
the gates you will make your way down the drive to the playground. You will always 
enter the building here. This is also where some of our school buses pick students 
up at 3pm.

Student 
entrance



8.20 

8.25  - 9.30

9.30 - 10.30

All students inside the school building.

Start of the school day and Lesson 1

Lesson 2

Lesson 310.50 – 11.50
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Time Lesson

During Break you can go to the canteen to 
buy some food or socialise with your friends 
outside.  This is also a chance to see your 
teachers if you need to speak to them.  

10.30 - 10.50

The School Day

This will look completely different to what you are used to at 
your primary school. You will see different teachers, different 
students, and lots of different classrooms every day. Break 
times and lunch times will also be different. 

Look at the daily timetable below and complete the tasks 
afterwards.

Lesson 4 11.50 – 12.50 

Lesson 52.00 - 3.00 pm
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12.50 – 1.25

First Lunch
 and Form Time

First Lunch – Fountains, Easby and Whitby 
Abbey
The canteen is open, and you can socialise in 
the playground, the courtyard or on the 
school tennis courts. There are also lots of 
clubs that you can attend.

Form Time – Bolton, Selby and 
Rievaulx Abbey
You will be in form time with your form 
teacher completing form activities, a daily 
act of collective worship. You will also have 
one assembly a week during this time.
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Second Lunch – Bolton, Selby and 
Rievaulx Abbey
The canteen is open, and you can socialise in 
the quad, the courtyard or on the school 
tennis courts. There are also lots of clubs 
that you can attend.

Form Time – Fountains, Easby and 
Whitby Abbey
You will be in form time with your form 
teacher completing form activities, a daily 
act of collective worship. You will also have 
one assembly a week during this time.

3.00 pm

At 3.00, it is time to go home or you may 
stay behind to join in some extra-curricular 
activities.  A list of these will be in your form 
room. These are not just sports clubs; we 
have clubs for all areas of the curriculum.

Second Lunch 
and Form Time

   1.25 – 2.00



I expect... I feel...

Things I am 
sure about...

Things I am not 
sure about...

Now compare what your day at primary school was like, to the day at Abbey 
Grange and complete the grid below. You can fill each grid with words, 
sentences, pictures, or a mixture of all of these 

Here are some tips:

I expect - In this box you will be filling in what you think your new school day 
will be like, for example more homework.

I feel - In this box you will be filling in how you feel about the move to Abbey 
Grange, for example, happy, excited.

Things I am sure about - In this box fill in what you know for sure about Abbey 
Grange, for example colour of uniform, is it a boys/girls/mixed school. 
 
Things I am not sure of - In this box fill in things you are not sure of, for 
example, where will I keep my books?

The Abbey System 

Bolton Abbey Easby Abbey Fountains Abbey

Whitby AbbeySelby AbbeyRievaulx Abbey

You will become a Year 7 student at Abbey Grange Church of England Academy, 
and you will go to all your lessons with other Year 7 students. Some of them you 
will already know, but many of them will be from different schools.
You will also become a member of an Abbey, and the Abbeys are made up of 
students from every year group, so you will get to know students in other year 
groups very quickly. Some primary schools have a house system, and this is very 
similar to that. 

You will be placed in a form group within this Abbey. The forms are organised 
vertically which means there will be students from each year group within each 
form. We believe this links well with our ethos and Christian values. Your form 
tutor will be the only teacher you will see every day and they are the first person 
you will go to if you want to find something out or are worried about anything. You 
will be in the same Abbey as any siblings but not in the same form.

We have 6 Abbeys and they are shown below:



Year Leaders
 
Each Abbey also has an Abbey Manager and they are very 
important people and key members of our Pastoral team. 

The Abbey Managers will be the first point of contact at the 
school for your parents and carers and during the school day they 
will always be available if you need to speak to them. They will 
help you with any questions or issues that you have. 

Pastoral office

Pastoral office

Meet the Abbey 
Managers 

I am Miss Hall, the Abbey Manager for 
Bolton Abbey.

My role in school is to provide pastoral 
support for all students. This includes 
overseeing any behaviour issues, working 
closely with teaching staff, especially the 
Achievement Directors to ensure students 
are making academic progress and actively 
rewarding students for their achievements 
in school. I also support students in 
ensuring they have good attendance in 
school, and I have an additional 
responsibility monitoring attendance on a 
whole school level as the Attendance 
Support Lead.

Bolton students, I am your go-to person in 
school for any questions, problems or just 
a listening ear if that’s what you need. It is 
important to me that all students feel safe, 
happy and supported so that they are able 
to succeed. One of the main messages I 
say to students, especially those in year 7 
is... if I do not know, I can’t help... please 
come and talk.
 
Parents, I am your first point of contact 
when contacting school for any queries 
that you may have. I will always do my best 
to answer your questions and give you the 
support you and your child needs. I will 
liaise with other staff and point you in the 
right direction if I am not able to answer 
your questions.
 
I am very proud to oversee Bolton Abbey 
and I cannot wait to meet and welcome 
our newest members when you start in 
September.

Bolton Abbey

Hello, I am Mr Darlington, the Abbey 
Manager for Rievaulx Abbey. I am very 
much looking forward to meeting you all 
in September.

I have been the Rievaulx Abbey Manager 
for 6 years and work as part of the Pastoral 
team at Abbey Grange supporting all 
students in school, particularly those in 
Rievaulx Abbey. My role as Abbey Manager 
is extremely varied and includes 
supporting both students and parents in 
ensuring that you have the best possible 
experience during your time at Abbey 
Grange. My aim is always to ensure that 
students feel happy, safe and comfortable 
so they can make excellent progress, both 
academically and socially.

I will listen to you and help you in any way I 
can!

For Parents I will be your direct link to 
school and can speak to you about any 
concerns and all aspects of your child’s 
education. I will do my utmost to educate, 
nurture and empower our students during 
their time at Abbey Grange.
Finally, a little about me, I love all sport and 
competing in Triathlons. I am also a huge 
Leeds United fan and have had a season 
ticket for over 30 years……. but please, 
don’t hold that against me! I look forward 
to meeting you all in September at the 
start of your Abbey Grange Church of 
England Academy adventure!

Rievaulx Abbey



I feel I have a wealth of experience from both perspectives of Abbey Grange as I have been a 
parent who sent both our daughters here, and also from working here. I have been at Abbey 
Grange for 14 years now and I feel as passionate about our school today as I did from the start.
My role as an Abbey Manager is varied and it includes supporting both teachers and students to 
ensure that any behaviour issues are dealt with, and that students will have a wonderful 
experience during their time with us. I also organise and support the Year 8 trip to Normandy in 
France which I hope as many of you as possible will attend when you are in Year 8. I am also part 
of the Safeguarding team.

For Easby students, along with your form tutor, I am here for you with any worries, concerns or 
problems, should you have any. It is so important for you to feel happy, safe and supported 
during your time at Abbey Grange especially those who start in Year 7 when this is all so new and 
daunting. So here I am, ready to help, so please make sure you speak to me so I can be there for 
you, should you need any support!

For the parents of Easby students – I will be your contact in school for anything you feel you wish 
to discuss, and I can hopefully allay any worries or issues you may have. We do not have a 
teaching timetable so we can easily be contacted during school hours and can liaise with 
teachers on your behalf should I need to do so.

I am really looking forward to meeting you all in September as you begin your journey with us 
and I will be here, welcoming you all with a smile

Easby Abbey

Hello, I am Mrs Hirlam and I am the Abbey Manager for 
Easby, which I share with Miss Etherington.

I have worked in schools for the last 10 years and have worked at Abbey Grange for 5 of these. As 
your Abbey Manager my aim is to make you feel very welcome at Abbey Grange and safe, well, 
and happy. Starting at secondary school can be very daunting and I want to help you feel settled. 
I am here to listen and help every step of the way while you are with us, from starting in Year 7 in 
September to hopefully staying on in sixth form in a few years’ time. No matter how small a 
problem maybe I am always here to help. I look forward to meeting you all in September!

Easby Abbey

Hello, my name is Miss Etherington and I am one of the Abbey 
Managers for Easby Abbey working alongside Mrs Hirlam.

Hello, my name is Mr Hare and I am the 
head of Selby Abbey.

I am well aware transition can be both 
exciting and unsettling at the best of 
times.  It is my job to make transition run 
as smoothly as possible for all involved.
Part of my role is to support and lead all 
students within Selby Abbey on behaviour 
and attendance, as well as their social and 
emotional well-being. I will be on hand to 
aid your personnel development 
throughout your time in school by 
ensuring an inclusive and cohesive 
environment of support.

Abbey Grange places a huge emphasis on 
community and family as most of you will 
already be aware. In fact, this may well 
have been a significant factor in choosing 
Abbey Grange. The Abbey system will give 
a further sense of belonging and family 
within the school setting, all the time 
allowing students as individuals, to feel 
valued and secure.

I will of course make myself available to 
support all parents and carers both during 
transition, as this can be as scary a time 
for the adults as the children, as well as 
throughout your child’s time at Abbey 
Grange.

I look forward to meeting and getting to 
know you all come September.

Selby Abbey

Hi there, my name is Mr Curtis and I am 
the Abbey Manager for Fountains Abbey.
 
Prior to working at Abbey Grange 
Academy, I taught maths and science to 
students with behavioural, social and 
emotional difficulties in various settings 
before making the transition to a full-time 
pastoral role. I find the link between 
education and emotional support critical 
to success and strive to support students 
as best as possible to achieve.

As Abbey Manager for Fountains Abbey, I 
am on hand to support students in any 
aspect of their school life to ensure they 
feel secure and supported on their 
academic journey.

I am also a first point of contact for parents 
and carers who may have queries or 
concerns they wish to raise. I am here to 
help with any issue, big or small, and offer 
any support I can.

I look forward to creating positive 
relationships with both pupils, parents and 
carers and hope to meet you face to face 
soon.

Fountains Abbey



Whitby Abbey

Hello! My name is Mr Powell and I am the Abbey Manager for Whitby Abbey. I 
have worked at Abbey Grange for four years and though I am the newest 
member in the office I have lots of ideas.

My overall job is to ensure that you are safe, well and to ensure that your 
transition from primary to secondary school is as smooth and enjoyable as 
possible. Over the course of your stay at Abbey Grange, I will be encouraging 
you and supporting you to be the best that you can be. I will be able to reward 
you with positive points for good work and offer advice and direction if you 
require it.

Important people at
primary school

Your Abbey manager will do the job that many of these people did, but 
there are other members of staff that will help you at Abbey Grange too. 
You will have a form tutor who you will see daily either at 12.50pm or 
1.25pm. You will either stay with them in the tutor room or they will escort 
you to the assembly hall.

Now you have read about the Abbey managers and their role in school, 
complete the table below thinking about the people that helped you get 
through primary school:

Memory test:
Can you name your reception, Year 1, Year 2, Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and 
Year 6 teachers? At Abbey Grange Church of England Academy you may 
have more teachers than this in 1 day!

Name of teacher / staff Role (job) in school How they helped me 



SEND Department 

At Abbey Grange Church of England Academy the SEND Department 
is responsible for helping to make sure that everyone at school can 
make good progress. Our team of teaching assistants works both in 
and out of the classroom to support students. In lessons the teaching 
assistants work with the class teachers to help everyone to do their 
best. You might see teaching assistants working with a small group of 
students, or even checking on the whole class as the teacher works 
with a small group. 

Some students who need a bit more support with their learning or 
with the emotional and social sides of school may come out of the 
classroom to work with teaching assistants in The Hub. The Hub is a 
room that is set up to help support students; you can find it on the 
maps of the school, near The Galeena Room. In The Hub, small groups 
of students and individuals work with teaching assistants to improve 
their literacy, numeracy, language, memory or other parts of their 
school work. The Hub is always busy with students and teaching 
assistants working together. Some students come along to take part 
in our “Worth-It” scheme. Once a week these students will sit down to 
have a chat to a teaching assistant about how things are going and 
maybe to carry out a task together to help everyone to be as happy as 
possible at Abbey Grange. At lunchtimes, break times and before 
school, some students come to The Hub to have a quiet place to eat, 
play games or talk quietly to friends. If you think that you might like 
to use The Hub at these times, then you can talk to one of the 
teaching assistants about that. 

My name is Mr Naish and I am the Special Educational Needs 
and Disabilities Coordinator at Abbey Grange. As that is an 
awfully long title, most people call me the SENDCO. My job is to 
work with all the teachers across the school to make sure that 
students who need a bit more support with their learning are 
getting the help that they need. This means that I have been 
talking to and emailing your primary school teachers, to find 
out about the support that you may have had in Year 6. I use this 
information to put together a “pupil passport” that tells your 
teachers how they can help you. Some of you may need a bit of 
extra support from teaching assistants, so I work with Mrs 
Rowley, the Assistant SENDCO, to put those plans into place. I 
also spend a lot of my time talking to your parents to make sure 
that they are happy with how things are going for you at Abbey 
Grange.

Mr Naish: 
SENDCO 

Hi, my name is Mrs Rowley and I am the Assistant Special 
Educational Needs and Disabilities Coordinator at Abbey Grange 
(SENDCO). I work closely with Mr Naish, teachers and teaching 
assistants to put support that may be needed in place so you can 
achieve and enjoy Abbey Grange. I organise our wonderful team 
of teaching assistants for support in and out of the classroom. 
You may also see me in some lessons. I have an office where I 
work with individuals or small groups to help manage emotions 
and the social aspects of being at high school. At break and 
lunch times I am often found in The Hub, so if you have any 
problems you can come and find me there to have a chat.

Mrs Rowley

Mrs Brown Hello, my name is Mrs Brown. I have been Chaplain here at 
Abbey Grange for seven years, although I have been at the 
school much longer and done lots of different things in school, 
so if you have a question I can usually help! My role is to be 
responsible for the worship life of the school and this can 
involve lots of activities for you to get involved in, whether in 
lessons, form time or in your free time. If you want someone to 
talk to I am always in the chaplaincy at break and students speak 
to me about all sorts of things, so if you are upset and worried or 
if you want to fundraise or campaign, why not just pop in and 
say hello! There are lots of opportunities to get involved so don't 
be shy! I am praying for you as you prepare to join us and I look 
forward to meeting you and helping you to make the most of 
your time at Abbey Grange.



Learning at Abbey 
Grange Church of 
England Academy

You have already seen 
that the school day will 
look very different, 
but how you work will 
also be very different. 
All your lessons will be 
planned around the 
Abbey Learning Model. 
When you move 
around the school to 
different subject areas 
and to different 
teachers (for example 
from English to Maths) 
they will still use the 
headings in the Abbey 
Learning model to 
deliver the lesson.

PRIDE -
this is the Academies presentation expectations. Take a look at 
the poster below these are the basic steps we expect you to 
follow in every lesson.



Your Subjects
Many of the lessons that you have in Year 7 will build on what you have 

already been taught in your primary school, and you will follow many of the 
same subject areas

Maths
English
Science

PE
Languages

Music
Religious Studies

History
Art

Drama
DT Food

DT Technology 
Geography

However, there will be many new subject areas too to look forward to.
Use the tables below to identify all the different subjects that you learnt at 
primary school and also what you expect to learn at Abbey Grange Academy:

Teaching and Learning at Abbey Grange Church of England Academy

Subjects covered in Primary school The topics I learnt about 

I expect to learn

In my lessons I am worried about My favourite subjects are

I would like to learn



Classrooms
Most of your learning at primary school would have taken place in one or two 
classrooms. At Abbey Grange C of E Academy, each subject that you study has its 
own area in school and its specific classrooms.

The pictures below show what some of our classrooms look like:

Drama

Psychology Classroom
Art room

Science lab

Sports hall

DT room

Fairbreeze Room

Chaplaincy Space

We also have a Chaplaincy space that has many uses. You will have a form 
service there, there are lunch time clubs that meet there and the space is 
always available at break time and other times as a quiet place or somewhere 
to talk to the Chaplain or Counsellor.

Our Christian ethos is important to us at Abbey Grange and there are lots of 
activities organised by the Chaplaincy. Special services mark important times 
of the year as well as events for each year group exploring who we are and 
how we understand the world. The first one for year 7 is early in October 
when we visit Leeds Minster to ‘Discover the Space Within’. There are also 
activities you can choose to take part in such as cell groups, Rock Solid, 
Mindfulness or Global Justice. These lunchtime groups are a great way to 
make friends and meet people who will help you make the most of your time 
at Abbey Grange.

Chapel

Chapel



Rewards

Rewarding students is 
extremely important to us and 
all members of the Academy 
community encourage positive 
behaviour and reward students 
daily. We are constantly 
looking for students who are 
‘getting it right’ to reinforce 
positive behaviour. We use an 
online system called Class 
Charts which allows you and 
your parents and carers to see 
all the positive interactions 
that you are having in school in 
‘real time’. ‘Positive Points’ can 
be awarded for the following, 
although this list is not 
exhaustive.

Excellent attendance and 
punctuality

Having a consistently good 
attitude to learning

Excellent class work and 
homework

Showing PRIDE in your work

Positive contribution in lessons

Being a positive role model to 
other students

Achieving targets in 
assessments and examinations

Contributing to the Academy 
community through 
extra-curricular activities

When students achieve certain 
thresholds with their ‘Positive 
Points’ they are eligible for 
rewards, which include:

Postcards and certificates sent 
home from their Abbey Managers, 
Class teacher and SLT and phone 
calls home

Blazer lapel badges for Bronze, 
Silver, Gold, Koinonia awards. 

Early lunch passes

Principal’s Brunch

Recognition in rewards assemblies 
and entries into prize draws

Prom ticket discount
 
Annual reward trip

Access to school 
residentials.

Target- What amount of positive points is 
going to be your goal for next year?                                                   



Where do I keep 
my belongings? 

At your primary school you will have had a coat hook and a tray in your 
classroom so that you had somewhere to keep your coat, bag, books, 
and equipment. At Abbey Grange Church of England Academy, you 
have to look after your own equipment so you will need a bag big 
enough to hold your books so that you can move safely around the 
school. You have the option of using a locker and we would advise you 
to do this. We will write to parents about this when the students 
return to school. They cost £5 per year.

I used my tray at primary school 
to…

Using a locker a Abbey Grange 
Academy will help me to…

Why do you need a locker?

What will I need 
on my first day? 
Over the summer you will need to make sure 
that you have everything on the list below. 
These items need to be with you every day.

     Tick them off as you acquire them over the 
next few months.

Black/Blue/Green Ink Pens
(Make sure you buy a few)

HB Pencil

highlighters

Colouring Pencils

Pencil Case

Ruler

Compass

Protractor

Pencil Sharpener

Rubber

Scientific Calculator

School Bag

These items can all 
be bought from 

stationary shops or 
supermarkets such 
as Tesco or Asda.                                                          



Navy blazer with 
Academy crest

Academy tie to 
be worn clipped 
at neck

Plain grey or 
navy socks 
or plain tights 
(no white socks)

Plain black 
shoes

Plain white school 
style shirt / blouse 
with top button 
fastened and of 
sufficient length to 
be tucked into 
trousers or skirt  

Mid grey trousers 
(boys/girls) or grey 
knee length skirt 
with Academy crest 
(girls).

Optional - grey 
pullover with 
Academy crest to 
be worn under 
the blazer

How should I dress for 
secondary school? 

What is the uniform at 
Abbey Grange Church of 

England Academy?

All students in Year 7 to 11 are required to wear the approved school 
uniform. We expect high standards of work and behaviour from our 
students and believe that these are helped by high standards of dress and 
appearance. All items of school uniform are worn, and we expect all 
Parents/Carers to support our simple and practical requirements.

Outdoor clothing

Students should wear plain, 
practical coats which offer them 
good protection in bad weather.

The term 'coat' does not refer to 
sweatshirts, cardigans or 
hooded tops. 

Outdoor coats must not be 
worn in class or in the school 
building.

The wearing of any item of 
denim clothing is not 
acceptable. Hats, caps or hoods 
must not be worn on the 
academy site. The Principal 
reserves the right to send home 
any students who he considers 
to be inappropriately dressed, 
whether in terms of the stated 
academy guidelines, or of 
safety, decency or practicality.

You will also need to purchase your 
sports clothing for your Physical 
Education lesson.

Please note the 

following:

Blazers are to be worn throughout 
the school day unless permission 
from a member of staff has been 
given to remove them.

Jeans, cords, tracksuit, and other 
high fashion style trousers 
including combat trousers, 
leggings, hipsters and ski pants 
are not permitted.

The only items of jewellery/ 
adornments a student may wear 
are a wristwatch and a simple 
cross and chain.  Earrings may not 
be worn or covered. Other 
piercings and adornments are not 
permitted.

Students in Years 10 and 11 may 
wear discrete make-up.

Extremes of hairstyle including 
patterns, designs and lines cut 
into hair are not permitted.

Artificial nails, including acrylics 
are not permitted.

Belts, if worn, must be plain black.

Fashion badges not to be worn in 
school

Shoes should not be trainer style 
and/or have flashes, logos, 
patterned or with coloured soles.

Bags – students can use any 
suitable bag which is large enough 
to hold school equipment and 
folders.

Our school uniform can be purchased from 
www.racliffesleeds.co.uk                                                   

  
    



Indoor Kit
Falcon Polo Shirt in Navy 

Plain Navy Shorts

Plain White Sports Socks

Outdoor Kit
Falcon Reversible 
Navy Multi Sports Top

Plain Navy Shorts

Plain Navy Football Socks

Football Boots

Shin Pads

Optional items
Plain Navy Sports Leggings

Plain Slim fit Navy 
Tracksuit Bottoms. 

No large branding/logos

What is the P.E Kit at Abbey 
Grange Church of England 

Academy?

You can enter the school building 
from 8.00am onwards through the 
Student entrance below.

This leads directly into the main 
canteen where you can purchase 
food for breakfast between 
8.00am and 8.20am. You can also 
purchase food here at break time, 
10.30am until 10.50am, and lunch 
time. Some breakfast items are 
free of charge as this is the most 
important meal of the day, 
particularly for secondary school 
students.

At lunch time we also open extra 
service areas for students who 
prefer sandwiches, pasta or 
jacket potatoes.

If you choose to bring a packed 
lunch, then you are still welcome to 
sit in the main canteen with your 
friends. There are also areas outside 
where you can sit and eat.

Comms Cafe

School entrance

Pasta, potato area 

Before school, Break
times and Lunch times



At break time you are allowed to go 
into the main canteen/dining hall or 
into what we call the ‘Quad’ and 
‘Courtyard’. These are our social 
spaces where students sit or stand 
and talk to their friends.

At lunch time we open up the same 
areas, and also the tennis courts 
which can be used for Football or 
Basketball.

Students again can use these spaces 
to socialise with their friends or 
organise sporting activities.

Students are not allowed into the 
building at break time or lunchtime, 
unless they are attending an 
extra-curricular club. 

Playground

Courts

In primary school at break and 
lunch time I...

At Bishop Young Academy at 
break and lunch time I expect...

Do you think break and lunch times will be different from primary 
school?  Write your thoughts in the box below.

The Student Planner

You will receive a Student Planner when you start Year 7. You 
must always keep this with you because you will need to record 
information in it and so will your teachers. Your parents and 
carers may also want to use this to communicate with members 
of staff, and to also monitor your progress at school. It will be 
signed by your form tutor and your parent or carer every week.

Successful students use their planner very effectively to organise 
their school life. They record hand in dates for homework, school 
sports fixtures and many other key dates. It also contains your 
timetable and a map of the school, which is essential for every 
Year 7 student.

Your form tutor will spend time going through the school planner 
during your first week at Abbey Grange Academy, helping you to 
use it properly.



Try to learn where the classrooms are as 
soon as you can

Wear a watch

Be on time for everything you need to be

Be confident

Try your best in everything

Be friendly

Always have your student planner signed

Always be organised

Try and get involved with everything you can

Pack your bag the night before

Smile

Current Year 7 
Top Tips

Now that you have read this guide and completed 
all of the activities, you have taken your first 
steps to becoming a Year 7 student at Abbey 
Grange Academy.

We are looking forward to:

Making your transition between primary to secondary a smooth, 
stimulating, and enjoyable experience.

Ensuring an all-embracing, friendly, and comprehensive induction 
process is completed.

Providing you with continuous outstanding pastoral support.

Providing you with the foundation to achieve outstanding 
academic results.

Celebrating with you when you make progress in every aspect of 
school life.
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