
It has reached that time of year again 

were we wish everyone a safe and   

enjoyable summer! I am immensely 

proud to have been the Acting Principal 

during this academic year. It has been 

an absolute joy to watch our students 

grow and develop in all aspects of their 

lives. Walking into lessons and         

witnessing the energy, enthusiasm and 

love of learning from the students and 

staff makes me proud to come to work 

every day. Our students have also 

achieved many accolades outside of 

the classroom and it was breath taking 

to see the amazing talent on stage at 

our school production this term. One of 

my most special memories from this 

term was when 157 of our Year 8     

students visited Normandy which fell at 

the time of the 75
th
 anniversary. The 

way  i n  wh i c h  o u r  s t u d e n t s           

demonstrated: a willingness to learn, 

the compassion to remember and the 

respect they showed at each of the 

cemeteries and locations we visited, is 

a testament to all. I wish everyone a 

peaceful summer and look forward to 

welcoming us all back in September. 

Jenny Thornton - Acting Principal  

 

Bonjour! My name is Izzy and I am a current Year 12 student study-

ing French. This April I was lucky enough to do my work experience 

in Rouen in Normandy. I spent a week living with a host family and 

working every day in a local record shop. This trip was a huge  

personal challenge, living and working in a foreign country and  

 improving my speaking skills and I experienced many ups and 

downs throughout the week . However, being able to say I spent a 

week in a foreign country with people Iõd never met and working in 

an environment with people who couldnõt speak English gives me a 

great sense of achievement. For anyone wishing to do something 

like this I would highly recommend it and would be more than  

happy to share my advice upon how to make the most out of the 

trip.  

 

 

.  
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On the back of Zach in Year 12 

winning this year's ARTiculation 

competition he was invited down to 

the National Gallery in London to 

adapt his prize winning presentation 

into a HENI Talk.  Heni Talk's are 

basically a video library of art history 

videos that have been presented by 

some of the leading national and 

internat ional art ists and art 

historians.  Zach is the only non art 

professional who has ever been 

invited to give a Heni Talk so this is 

quite the accolade. 

 If you'd like to check out his video 

(only 10 minutes long). 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκƘŜƴƛǘŀƭƪǎΦŎƻƳκǘŀƭƪǎκ
ǊŜƳōǊŀƴŘǘ-ŦŀŎƛƴƎ-ǘƘŜ-ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎκ 

 

Students from Abbey Grange C of E 

Academy continue with success in 

this competition, On  10th July Mr 

McGinty took two Year 10 students 

Ellie and Wisdom  to compete in the 

Discover ARTiculation final at Leeds 

University.  This is the GCSE version 

of the competition that Zach won in 

March.  The students won again 

thanks to Wisdom's poet ic 

presentation on Van Gogh's Starry 

Night.  Ellie was also brilliant but 

unfortunately was pipped by 

Wisdom. 

We are now the current national 

champions at KS4 and KS5 so can  

 

justifiably call ourselves the best 

school in England at this. Ellie and 

Wisdom competed against a number 

of  Independent schools. 

Students practiced 1 to 2 hours a 

week to prepare for a Local and 

National dance competition. The 

Afrobeat group came 12th out of 15 

s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l 

competition and the contemporary 

group came 8th out of 15. The 

contemporary group then moved 

onto the local  compet i t ion 

competing against schools across 

Leeds and just missed out on 3rd 

place by 1 point.  

 

 

Students put in so much effort and 

hard work to make their costumes 

stand out and worked tirelessly in 

practices. Majority of the students 

will continue to compete in next 

years competitions!  

Big well done girls! 

Miss Harrison  

16 sixth form students took part in 

this competition which is to stretch 

their lateral thinking skills and apply 

fundamental physical principles to 

novel situations.   Students sit a one 

hour paper which consists of 10 

minutes of thought provoking 

multiple choice questions following 

by a short answers section that test 

subject knowledge and application.  

Congratulations to all who took part 

with a special mention to Joseph  in 

Year 12 who was awarded Gold.  

 

https://henitalks.com/talks/rembrandt-facing-the-darkness/
https://henitalks.com/talks/rembrandt-facing-the-darkness/


A huge congratulations to Ryan  in 

Year 11 who has been signed on a 2 

year scholarship for Hull FC after 

being successfully selected from The 

City of Hull Academy. This will mean 

that Ryan will be studying in Hull 

whilst playing rugby for their 

academy as of September. 

Daniel in Year 11 was also a part of 

The City of Hull Academy and has 

signed a 2 year scholarship for Hull 

KR and will also be studying in Hull 

next year whilst playing for their 

academy.    

 

 

 

 

Ryan and Daniel were both picked 

up by The City of Hull Academy 

whilst in a Yorkshire Cup School 

game in Hull . 

Participation of students for these 

awards goes from strength to 

strength each year.  This year 70 

s tudents  in  Year 10  have 

successfully completed their Bronze 

and are currently working to finish off 

their Volunteering, Physical and Skills 

sections.  16 students in Years 11 

and 12 are currently doing their Silver 

award and 4 students in Year 12  

their Gold award.    

The adventure of the Dragonsõ Den 

began in Business classes for Years 

9, 10 & 12 back in December. The 

task ð design an innovative new 

product or service. The ideas ð 

Apps, Drones, Restaurants and 

Reducing Food Waste. The process 

ð a Business Plan outlining market 

research, product design, and 

revenue forecasts. Challenging but 

fantastic work by our young 

entrepreneurs!  

First round of the ôDenõ was to 

present their ideas to class teachers. 

With careful consideration, each 

teacher chose their top 3 ideas. 

Next, the teams had to enter the 

ôDenõ with Miss Rigby, and face their 

first real challenge ð could they 

present under pressure to a new 

Dragon? Thirty teams were then 

grilled by the Head of Business - 

could they be the next Lord Sugar! 

Impressed by the standard of all 

teams and ideas, Miss Rigby 

selected six to go through to our 

Abbey Grange C of E Academy 

Dragonõs Den with business 

professionals from the local area. 

Nerves of steel prevailed. What a 

fantastic and enthusiastic effort by 

every student who entered the Den.  

Next we were off to York University 

where ôThe Big Dealõ competition 

loomed. The boyõs team - Jola, 

Mohammed, and Yacine , and the 

girlõs team  Freya were the epitome 

of professionalism representing our 

school, our community and our 

ethos. Entering the Den, the boys 

were nervous but dressed for the 

occasion with their very classy 

D£stiny Brand and their youthful 

sales pitch. They WOWed the 

Dragons with their pitch. Producing a 

fully functional website, displaying a 

prototype of t-shirts (modelled by 

Jola and Mohammed) and an iPhone 

case (used by Yacine), the boysõ 

group were fantastic.      

 

Only Freya to go, and she was like a 

lone wolf, who faced the Dragons 

head on. Never a second of fear or 

nerves did she display, despite her 

audience of four Dragons. She 

smashed it, and with every question 

she answered, the more confident 

she became. Such an inspiration and 

fully deserved the plaudits she 

received from the Dragons. Well 

Done Freya!  
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