
 

 

This half-term seems to have flown by 

after our very prompt start to 2018, 

coming back on 2nd January as we did, 

which was a bit of a shock to the 

system! 

The weather has certainly been wintry 

but, as you will see as you read this 

newsletter, we have packed an awful lot 

into the last 6 weeks, with Abbey Grange 

students involved in all sorts of 

worthwhile activities. 

Once again you will find out about 

academic, sporting, artistic, business,  

self-developmental and spiritual activities 

that our students have participated in. It 

is inspiring to see what our students do 

and the wider impact that they have. 

I hope that this half-term is a safe and 

happy one for all our school families. 

  

…

 

 

Last year, five of our Year 11 Business students entered and won the Child 

Friendly Leeds Competition to develop a business idea aimed at young people 

visiting Leeds City Centre. Their business idea – “SNAPP LEEDS”, is currently 

being developed by the Child Friendly Leeds team, working closely with the boys 

and business sponsors including Marks and Spencer and Nando’s. The app will 

be launched on Instagram in early March. So, next time you are in town; check 

into Instagram; download the app and get snapping photos. The most liked 

photographs each month will win vouchers from the business sponsors. 

 

 

 

SNAPP LEEDS New Product Development Team: Sam, Cameron, Simon, Joe  

and Godwin. 

SNAPP LEEDS Logo Design: Thomas  



 

Many congratulations go to Lili  in Year 

12 for winning the regional final of 

ARTiculation which was held on 

Wednesday 24
 
January at the Whitworth 

Art Gallery in Manchester.   

ARTiculation is a national arts 

engagement and public speaking 

competition for post-16 students.  Lili 

progressed through to the regional final 

after narrowly beating Hannah and 

Stevie  in our internal heat held at Abbey 

Grange. 

Dr Thomas Marks, editor of Apollo 

magazine and judge of the regional final, 

commented on how impressed he had 

been with all of the presentations 

delivered, and how proud all of the 

speakers should be as public speaking 

is something that everyone gets nervous 

about. Thomas particularly commended 

the students for the attentive and 

concentrated looking that they had  

given to their selected artworks, and on 

their ability to transform their thoughts 

into something lucid in order to 

communicate these to the audience.  

Thomas praised Lili for her amazing 

choice of work and for her incredibly 

impressive research, and for managing 

to connect the language of history of art 

with what it means to be human. 

Thomas also praised  Lili for asking big 

questions, and for keeping her 

presentation simple without losing any 

nuance. Thomas described  Lilis 

presentation as ‘wonderful, lucid, eye 

and mind opening.’ 

Lili now progresses to the grand final 

which is to be held at Clare College, 

Cambridge University, on Friday 9
th
 

March.  We wish her good luck in the 

final! 

 

Ten post 16 

students are 

travell ing to 

Kerala, South India during July 2018 to 

work with tribal families living in the 

Western Ghat Mountains.  Over the last 

ten years, five groups of students from 

Abbey Grange have volunteered with 

Yearoutindia making a real difference to 

the lives of tribal families in rural Kerala. 

During this years’ two week service 

learning programme, the volunteers will 

be working to renovating housing and 

building much needed sanitation 

facilities.  

The volunteers will be involved in every 

aspect of the project from raising funds, 

planning, working alongside local 

masons, managing the budget, living 

and working in the local community.   

The service learning programme is a 

fantastic opportunity to experience a 

totally different culture from within the 

local community and develop key 

employability skills.  Volunteers also 

experience the hill stations of South 

India, wildlife reserves in sub-tropical 

forest, travel on the backwaters and 

experience life in Kochi, one of the most 

vibrant emerging cities in South India.   

 

With the upcoming Chinese New Year, it 

has been a perfect time for Year 7 and 

Year 8 students to combine ‘Festivals’ 

with IMYC Celebration and Interpretation 

themes.   

 

 

Drawing by Ethan—Y8 

Dr Annyia Ding our link educator for 

Ningbo Middle School, brought gifts 

from our partner school following her 

recent visit to China.  In art, we were 

delighted to receive the Chinese opera 

mask designs, traditional paper cut art 

and New Year decorations.  

TEAM INDIA 



Year 11, 12 & 13 students achieved 5 

Golds, 14 Silvers 

and 23 Bronzes in 

this year’s UKMT 

Senior Maths 

Challenge. 

Over 82,000 students from across the 

UK sat the Challenge, with roughly the 

top 10% receiving a Gold certificate, the 

next 20% Silver and the next 30% 

Bronze. 

Around 1,000 top scorers in the Senior 

Challenge are then invited to take part in 

the British Mathematical Olympiad 

Round 1 and around 2,000 are invited to 

take part in the Senior Kangaroo 

Challenge. 

We are delighted that Martin  (Year 13) 

and Joseph  (Year 11 and Best in 

School) then went on to achieve 

Certificates of Distinction in the 

Olympiad, whilst Abi (Year 13) and 

Gabriel  (Year 13) both received a Merit 

in the Senior Kangaroo. Sanjeet  (Year 

11) and Dan  (Year 12) also received a 

very creditable Certificate of Qualification 

in the Kangaroo Challenge. 

Numeracy Progress Leader, Mr 

McLaughlin who organises the 

Challenge along with Mrs Millington, 

said: “The students have achieved some 

really good results this year and we are 

pleased with the level of performance. 

The Challenge tests mathematical 

thinking and application, rather recalling 

methods and processes, so the 

questions can be more abstract and 

difficult than those on A Level 

examinations. The level of thinking 

required is also suitable for many degree 

subjects and the students should 

include their success on this Challenge 

when they are applying for Higher 

Education.   

The students are required to think about 

their answers rather than just guess, as 

they lose marks for incorrect answers to 

discourage guessing.  Our results show 

how mathematically able Abbey Grange 

students are, something the whole 

school can be proud of.” 

A sample questions from this year’s 

Senior Maths Challenge: 

One of the following numbers is prime. 

Which is it? 

A: 2017 - 2      B: 2017 - 1      

 C: 2017   D: 2017 + 1      E: 2017 + 2 

A sample question from this year’s 

British Mathematical Olympiad:  

In a 10-day period, each of six friends 

goes swimming on exactly 75 days. 

There are n days on which at least five of 

the friends swim. What are the largest 

and smallest possible values of n? 

Certificates from June 2017 are in the 

main office ready for collection. Also, if 

you know any students who have left 

and have not collected their certificates 

from previous years please ask them to 

contact school to arrange collection.  

Kindly note we cannot post certificates. 

 

 
The winter months have seen exciting 

developments at (a very cold!) St 

Andrew’s Church, a short walk from 

Abbey Grange. The wonderful space has 

become home to Miss Taylor and Mr 

Powell, who have spent quality time with 

groups of students developing skills 

such as team work,  

communication and leadership in order 

to encourage confidence and positive 

engagement within school. Students 

have successfully demonstrated their 

developed skills through planning and 

delivering a community project, which 

has so far included a Team Building 

workshop with year six students at St 

Chads C of E Primary School and a 

community event with elderly people  at 

the STEP project. 



Future projects will aim to address 

issues such as mental health and 

gender equality.  

 

Well done to all students involved so far!.  

In January we celebrated the 

achievements of three of our Year 12 

students as they were awarded the 

‘service above self’ by the Rotary Club of 

Leeds. Denise , Imani  and Phebe  have 

organised our Children in Need 

fundraising since they joined us in Year 

7. They started with a bun sale raising 

just over £50 and it has grown and 

grown since. They have recruited friends 

and inspired others to join in organising 

a fair in the hall, to the point where last 

year we raised over £1500 and were 

recognised as one of the top fund 

raising schools nationally. The three 

were also part of a team planning Black 

History month events. This award is 

given to young people across Leeds 

every year and it is great to see our 

students represented so well in such an 

inspirational group. 

Holocaust Memorial Day also fell in 

January and students stopped to reflect, 

consider ing quest ions around 

discrimination and the power of words. 

All Year 11 students spent time looking 

at the topic of discrimination in more 

detail,  considering the impact on those 

who are subjected to abuse, whether 

historically or online today. They were 

challenged to find the ‘social courage’ to 

use words and deeds to make a 

difference in our communities. What may 

have seemed a difficult day became 

positive and hopeful as, when faced with 

overwhelming horror, students also saw 

the resilience of the human spirit. It was 

a very thought provoking day for staff 

and students alike. 

This theme was developed further with 

assemblies this week being taken by a 

group of Muslim, Jewish and Christian 

young people representing Standing 

Together, a movement started to bring a 

positive message of faith and working 

together. It has been really inspiring to 

hear positive stories about what people 

can do when they work together and we 

hope to hear similar stories from our 

young people as they take this message 

to heart. 

 NCS (National 

Citizenship Service) 

have been regular 

visitors over the half 

t e r m ,  l e a d i n g 

assemblies for Years 11 and 12 as well 

as a PHSCE session for Year 12. So far 

over 50 of our students have signed up 

for the summer programme, which is a 

four week scheme involving outdoor 

activities, learning life skills in university 

accommodation and planning and 

delivering a community project. Taking 

part develops all sorts of skills in our 

young people and it is heavily 

subsidised so accessible to all. If you 

want to find out more visit 

www.ncsyes.co.uk and make sure your 

16-17 year old doesn’t miss out! 

Year 7 have recently taken on their first 

big fundraising challenge with Lepra, a 

charity who support those with leprosy to 

receive the help they need and educate 

t h e i r 

communities 

to remove the 

s t i g m a 

s o m e t i m e s 

caused by 

the disease. 

Students did 

all sorts of 

activities, from cake sales to swimathons 

to sponsored silences and even 

shooting hoops all day in freezing 

conditions! Special mention must be 

made of Grace, Zach and Emily, for 

creativity and commitment in their 

fundraising but a big thank you to all our 

students for embracing this challenge so 

well. Students had a lot of fun with all 

their projects and as a reward all got a 

badge and the chance to join in with a 

massive Zumba class!  

http://www.ncsyes.co.uk


Mental health has been a focus for some 

students over the past few weeks. With 

support from local charity Space2, 

students have learned about common 

misconceptions and ran a stall on ‘Time 

to talk’ day last week. We hope to create 

a space where students can talk and 

have fun as well as spread the message 

that ‘you can talk about mental health 

anywhere’, 

 

 

Lent started early with an Ash 

Wednesday service for Year 11, which 

included a time to reflect on their journey 

through  Abbey Grange and the ritual of 

burning of their ‘regrets’ in a fire pit. This 

is the first part of preparing to leave the 

five years of secondary education 

behind, before moving on to further 

study or training, and will become 

celebration in the Leavers Communion in 

May.  

 

 

 

Looking forward, Lent starts at half term 

so when we return with a theme of 

‘Service’ individual abbeys will be 

running their own projects throughout 

Lent as well as challenges for each of us 

to complete personally. It will also be 

Fairtrade fortnight and some of our 

students have already been planning 

workshops to deliver at the annual 

celebration at the Civic Hall, visiting 

Allerton Primary to work on ideas 

together. I hope your journey through 

Lent gives you encouragement and 

challenge as much as we see in our 

young people here, every blessing for a 

safe and restful holiday. 

Six students from Year 8 represented 

Abbey Grange on Monday 5 February at 

Priesthorpe High School in the Year 8 

Leeds Sports Hall Athletics Competition.  

Against fierce opposition they won the 

competition and are now through to the 

West Yorkshire Finals. 

 

 

Congratulations to the KS3 boys 

basketball team, who won the KS3 

Leeds Schools Basketball Competition 

at Headingley Carnegie on Wednesday 

24 January .  

The team have now qualified in first 

place for the West Yorkshire School 

Games later this year.  Well done and 

good luck for the finals which will take 

place in March.  

Thank you to everyone who came and 

supported the teams. 

Inconsiderate and dangerous parking 

outside the academy on a morning has 

been reported to the police  including 

several cars stopping on the crossing to 

drop off students.    As you no doubt 

appreciate, around the area of our 

academy the safety of our students is 

paramount.  If you drop off or collect 

your child each day then please park a 

safe distance away from the academy 

site so as to not cause any obstruction 

or potential danger to other students, 

staff and vehicle users.   

Thank you. 

 


