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Principal

The start of any school year is always exciting 
as students return to fill our classrooms and 
corridors with their ideas, discussions and 
questions, their singing and music making, 
their sporting prowess, planning for co-
curricular and social justice events, and 
ultimately with their general positivity as they 
reunite with their peers, friends and teachers. 
We have had a great two weeks that have 
really flown by and while I have caught 
up with all students, staff and some of our 
families at various gatherings in the last 
fortnight, I would like to take this opportunity 
to formally welcome you back from our 

Our Lady of Sion College Newsletter 
2020 College Theme: How Do I Bring Hope To My World?

summer break and to wish you all a very Happy New Year. I hope that this 
year brings all good health and ongoing opportunities for working towards 
meeting the faith, learning and wellbeing needs of our students.
Unfortunately, over the summer, many communities have suffered great 
losses as a result of the bushfires. Some within our own school community 
have connections with or travelled through or close to the affected areas. I 
thank our Liturgy Captain Cecilia Clark who led us last week in praying for 
those who have lost loved ones, their homes and their livelihoods.
We also continue to pray for those who have lost loved ones to the novel 
coronavirus. The virus continues to have a significant impact, particularly 
in China, as governments and health authorities worldwide work to stem 
its spread. I thank all families for your ongoing support of the measures we 
have taken in the last few weeks. Please note that we will update the advice 
if new measures are required. 
As we begin the year, I would like to take this opportunity to welcome the 
following new staff to our community:
•	 Miss Jessica Baddeley – Year 11 WaGL, English and VCE Health & 

Human Development
•	 Mrs Nga Hutchinson – Mathematics 
•	 Ms Margaret Lawson – Head of Library & Information Services, Year 11 

Homeroom 
•	 Ms Dakini Maddock – Arts Assistant and Administration Support
•	 Miss Courtney Madeira – Art, Religious Education, VCE Texts & 

Traditions, Year 7 Homeroom 
•	 Ms Allison Stott – Deputy Principal Learning & Teaching, VCE English 

Language 

Important Dates

Week A

 

Monday 17 February

Year 7 Parent Information Evening 
LHC, 7.00 pm

 
Tuesday 18 February

Parents' Association Meeting 
Ratisbonne Board Room, 7.00 pm

Thursday 20 February

Swimming Carnival  
Booroondara Sports Complex

Friday 21 February

College Talk and Tour, 9.30 am

Class of 2019 Reunion BBQ 
4.00 - 5.00 pm

Week B

Monday 24 February

Lourdes Feast Day

Partnership Program Information 
Evening, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 26 February

Ash Wednesday

 
From the 
Principal –  
Tina 
Apostolopoulos

Our Lady of Sion College 
1065 Whitehorse Road 

Box Hill Vic 3128 
Ph: +61 3 9890 9097 

E:info@sion.catholic.edu.au
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•	 Mr Sean Tehan – House & Student Leadership Coordinator, Health & PE 
•	 Ms Kerry Wilson – Technologies Learning Area Leader and Food 

Technologies  
We also welcome back Ms Melinda Savino following a period of family 
leave.
I also welcome all our families who join us for the first time, and in particular 
our Year 7 students, and the following students who join us at various year 
levels:
Asha Fiore (Year 11), Evangelina Vinecombe (Year 11), Sabrina Lee (Year 
10), Ava Strentz (Year 9), Jacqueline Lees (Year 9) and Sandra Lee (Year 8).
Last week we launched our 2020 College theme which for the first time is in 
the form of a question. 

How do I bring hope to my world?
No one can deny that our world is changing at an unprecedent pace and 
modern life presents us, and in particular our students, with increasingly 
complex issues. And yet, hope is a fundamental human need. Hope sustains 
us in times of challenge as well as opportunity. There are simple daily hopes 
and there are more profound yearnings that reflect our spiritual needs. Our 
world today is also diverse, and so hope, may look different depending on 
who we are and where we live.
Our theme empowers us to be agents of change in a world which needs 
our gifts, talents, ideas and commitment. We want to give students a chance 
to be equipped to deal with life’s complexities and to commit to building a 
just world in a discerning and informed manner. In fact, when you begin to 
grapple with it, How do I bring hope to my world? actually prompts many 
further questions so I encourage all within our community to unpack the 
question in the coming months to discover its implications and how it might 
shape your views, your life, the life of our school and ultimately our world. 
The symbol for our 2020 theme is quite simple, it is a question mark – an 
invitation to keep us thinking and sharing our thoughts and ideas this year.
One way in which we provide hope for others is reflected in the following 
message I received at the end of last year:

On behalf of the Society of St Vincent de Paul, I am writing to thank the 
college community for your generous support with the annual Christmas 
Hampers. Once again, the 2019 hampers were of an outstanding quality 
and the personal attention to presentation was evident. We always get lots 
of grateful, smiling faces when we deliver your hampers, and it is only made 
possible through the kindness of all involved at Our Lady of Sion College. 

Please pass on our heart-felt thanks to all of the students, teachers and 
their families who donated goods, as well as their time and energy. Their 
generosity has brought much joy to those who need a lift in spirit at what can 
be a difficult time of the year. 

God bless and kindest regards.

Kathy Sakowski, Secretary of St Vincent de Paul – Box Hill Conference  

Finally, I would like to inform families that Mr Andrew Maxwell, the Chair 
of our College Board and I will attend a Sion governance meeting in 
Strasbourg and as a result, I will be away from the College from 24 February 
until 5 March. During this time, Mrs Christine Kralj will be Acting Principal. I 
look forward to sharing this experience with you upon my return.
With every blessing for the fortnight ahead.
Tina Apostolopoulos 
College Principal

In Remembrance
Our particular thoughts and prayers 
go to Mr John McInerney whose 
mother-in-law passed away this 
week.

We remember John, his wife and 
family in a special way at this sad 
time.

Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, 
and may your perpetual light shine 
upon her.  
May her soul and the souls of the 
faithful departed rest in peace, 

Amen.

Rest in Peace
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Faith and Mission 
– John McInerney 

Don’t you love it the way the stars 
sometimes align?
Last week, we had a lovely 
celebration for our Opening of the 
School year Mass where our theme 
for this year was launched – How 
do I bring hope to my world?
Having returned to school after the 
Christmas break, we were able to 
quickly reflect on certain aspects of 
our world today: our own country 
had been tragically burnt by wild 
bushfires; the novel coronavirus 

had, and continues, to spread throughout so many countries in the 
world; conflicts continued to rage in so many countries. We could 
go on.
At the Opening School Mass, we welcomed our new Year 7 
students, students from other year levels who joined us for the first 
time, and a number of new staff.
On Monday, we held our Top Achievers Assembly – and the stars 
started to align again.
Our keynote speaker was past student, Dr Christolyn 
Rajakulenthiran (Class of 1996), an Opthalmologist who brings 
hope to others through her eye surgery clinics throughout Victoria, 
medical research and as a lecturer, educating the next generation 
of doctors. Her entire speech was one of hope – not for herself but 
for others. She commits her life and her work to improve the life of 
others – to give them hope.
The Gospel message of love for others was never more evident.
And the stars aligned!!

Come and see how  
your daughter  

will embrace life at Sion
Upcoming Tour Events   

TALK AND TOUR 
Friday 21 February, 9.30 - 11.00 am

OPEN DAY 
 Tuesday 17 March, 2.30 - 6.30 pm

To book a tour, visit www.sion.catholic.edu.au or 
contact our Registrar, Ms Robyn McCann,  

on 9890 9097.

We look forward to welcoming your family  
to our College.

1065 Whitehorse Road, Box Hill  
9890 9097 | registrar@sion.catholic.edu.au

Our Lady of Sion College 
 S P E A K I N G   T H E   T R U T H   I N   L O V E
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Learning and 
Teaching –  
Allison Stott

At the recent Parent Information Evening, 
Mrs Apostolopoulos introduced me 
to the community of Our Lady Of Sion 
College.  As I explained to the parents 
assembled, I am thrilled to become a 
member of the College and already 
feel that I belong here.  As the Deputy 
Principal of Learning and Teaching, I 
have returned to my area of passion, 
and as Caitlin Tubb, College Dux of 
2019, so elegantly explained at the 2019 
Top Achievers' Assembly, “with passion 
comes success” and once you become 
passionate about an area, “it is no longer 
work, it is enjoyment and fulfillment”.

Class of 2019 Results

We recently recognised and celebrated the efforts and results from the 
Unit 3 and 4 studies of 2019 at the Top Achievers' Assembly.  It is with 
great satisfaction that we are able to track the pathways of the graduating 
class, with almost 100% finding a tertiary place, and we wish them well for 
their futures.  Pleasing to note was the number of accelerated students 
who achieved high results in their accelerated subjects, demonstrating the 
success of that program, and the fact that our girls are named and known, 
and have learning opportunities tailored for them.
We congratulate all of the girls, all of whom have experienced success 
through hard work.
•	 9.0% of our students achieved an ATAR above 95 which places them in 

the top 5% of the state
•	 21.5% of our students achieved an ATAR above 90
•	 48.2% of our students achieved an ATAR above 80
•	 Our median ATAR was 79.65
•	 Our median study score was 33
•	 14.2% of study scores were above 40
•	 Four perfect study scores in Biology (2), Chemistry and Psychology

We especially wish to congratulate our 2019 Dux, Caitlin Tubb, who 
achieved an ATAR of 99.40 with a perfect score in Biology and Chemistry. 
Congratulations also to Sophie Chan who achieved a study score of 50 
in Biology and to Katrina Yeung who achieved a study score of 50 in 
Psychology.
Keynote at the assembly was Dr Christolyn Rajakulenthiran, a preeminent 
Ophthalmologist and graduate of 1996.  Dr Raj’s central message was 
to follow your passion and to be prepared to make mistakes and find 
value in them.  We express our sincere gratitude to Dr Raj for the time 
she generously gave to the College and we look forward to an ongoing 
relationship with her.
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On Friday 31 January, Year 12 Student 
Leaders and I had the great pleasure of 
standing at the cherry red gates of Sion 
welcoming new Year 7 students to the 
College. The first day of school is always 
filled with a sense of apprehension and 
nervous energy.  For many girls, I imagine 
that at the forefront of their thoughts 
are the questions, "Will I fit in?", "Can I 
be myself" or "Am I able to cope with all 
that is expected of me?" Some parents 
might even be questioning if Sion will 
be the right fit for their daughter.  These 

questions are normal as one transitions from the familiar to the less known 
environment.
Good transitions take time and patience regardless of whether one is new 
to the school or just moving up a level. Parents should rest assured that they 
and their daughters are part of a learning community that is supportive, 
welcoming and inclusive. At the heart of the Sion community are two 
vital elements: firstly, a shared purpose and set of values, and secondly, a 
collaborative approach to embracing challenges.
I encourage students to ask for help when they need and to talk to their 
Homeroom teacher or WaGL if they are unsure of processes, expectations 
or wish to build better skills.
The Pastoral Team is keen to form strong partnerships with our parents, so 
please contact a staff member should you have wellbeing concerns about 
your daughter.  Queries regarding progress in a particular subject are best 
addressed to the subject teacher.
It is with great pleasure that I introduce the Pastoral Team for 2020:
•	 Year 7 Wellbeing and Growth Leader - Michelle Arnold
•	 Year 8 Wellbeing and Growth Leader - Jordyn Frood
•	 Year 9 Wellbeing and Growth Leader - Leanne Anderson
•	 Year 10 Wellbeing and Growth Leader - Paul Kerr
•	 Year 11 Wellbeing and Growth Leader - Jessica Baddeley
•	 Year 12 Wellbeing and Growth Leader - Adam Rieusset
•	 School Psychologist: Sofia Stagnitta
•	 College Counsellor: Janine Crociani

Uniform expectations

While I don’t wish to end  on a negative note, I do ask for parents’ support 
in regards to the uniform and especially with the increasing number of 
students coming to school with eyelash extensions or piercings in the top of 
the ear or nose. The College has never allowed these and the expectations 
are the same for senior students as they are for our juniors. Students will be 
expected to remove these in a very short time frame.
Your support in helping your daughter meet these expectations will be 
much appreciated and will enable the teaching staff to concentrate their 
efforts on teaching and learning, and supporting your daugther’s wellbeing.

Change of address, contact number or health concern?

Please ensure that we have your most up to date contact details and that 
you have supplied the College with an emergency contact number of 
someone who can come to the College to pick up your daughter.  If your 
daughter has had a change of living arrangements or in her health, please 
ensure that you contact Student Reception or myself as soon as possible.  
We want to be proactive in caring for your daughter and can only do this if 
we have the correct information.

 

Student Wellbeing 
– Christine Kralj
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Year Level News
I would like to extend a warm welcome to 
our newest members of the Our Lady of Sion 
community - our Year 7 students and their 
families. The first week of school has been 
a busy one with many tasks and information 
being provided for your daughter. 
Some of these are first day orientation, 
meeting teachers for the first time, school 
photos, iPad induction, getting to know new 
people and making new friends, Opening 
School Mass, Pastoral lessons and meeting 
Big Sisters again. 

 
 
Year 7 
Michelle Arnold

Secondary school is a new adventure for your daughter and each day is 
different. They will need to spend some time working out which ways work 
best for them. This process and the information they are provided with, can 
be overwhelming but please encourage your daughter to ask questions as 
the Year 7 Homeroom team and myself are here to help.
•	 7 Blue - Miss Courtney Madeira 
•	 7 Gold - Ms Maree Campbell 
•	 7 Purple - Mr Andrew McLeod 
•	 7 Red - Mrs Catherine Bennett 
•	 7 Silver - Mrs Jennifer Gatehouse 
•	 7 White - Ms Alice Dawes

Miss Madeira Ms Campbell

Mr McLeod Mrs Bennett

Mrs Gatehouse Ms Dawes

One of the biggest concerns for new Year 7 students is making new 
friends. We would love your support in reminding your daughter over 
the next few weeks that friendships take time to build, they don’t form 
overnight. We have to continually put time and effort into making those 
first connections, so that friendships can form and then flourish. This 
message often gets forgotten with the busy nature of secondary school 
life. Our Year 7 theme, Finding your tribe and finding you also allows the 
girls to discover who they are at Sion and this is something that will grow 
and change across the year.
Year 7 is an exciting year of change and growth, and I look forward to 
going on this journey with you and your daughter in 2020. 
The Homeroom team and I look forward to seeing you at the Year 
7 Parent Information Evening next Monday 17 February. To assist 
with planning, we ask you to use the following link to register your 
attendance: www.trybooking.com/BHMXV

http://www.trybooking.com/BHMXV
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Welcome to Year 8 2020. I hope that you and 
your family had a beautiful holiday and that 
you are ready to be part of your daughter's 
Year 8 journey. We have had a busy start to the 
year with Pastoral lessons, school photos and 
our Opening School Mass last week.
The Year 8 Homeroom teachers and I are 
looking forward to getting to know the girls 
and have already been very impressed by 
the way the Year 8s have started the year with 
enthusiasm, eagerness and excitement.

 
 
Year 8 
Jordyn Frood

Year 8 Pastoral Team: 
•	 8 BLUE – Ms Helen Mulvogue
•	 8 GOLD – Mrs Michelle Rangelov
•	 8 ORANGE – Ms Monique Davey
•	 8 PURPLE - Mr Michael Hein
•	 8 RED - Miss Laura Teicher
•	 8 SILVER - Mrs Katrina Gurciullo
•	 8 WHITE - Ms Sarah Parkinson / Mrs Maryanne Flanagan

Our theme for Year 8 in 2020 is OHANA which translates to ‘Family’. This 
theme was chosen because the girls are encouraged to support, accept 
and include one another throughout the year and to make the most of all 
the opportunities available to them; striving for their personal best, without 
comparing themselves to others. We hope this can be a theme that is 
relevant in many ways throughout the year. 
We also encourage the girls not only to apply for leadership positions 
but to display these qualities regardless of whether they are successful. 
The first of these opportunities for leadership are the 2020 Class Leader 
Representatives. This will take place in the coming weeks. There are also 
many other opportunities throughout the year for Year 8 students to 
demonstrate and develop their leadership skills.
Finally, congratulations and good luck to the 2020 Year 8 SRC and Portfolio 
Representatives.
•	 SRC – Pippa Lyford and Emma Gorry 
•	 Drama – Grace Fogg and Madeline Smith
•	 Music – Abbey Marks and Rose Newey
•	 Visual Arts – Severine Cherry and Emily Wright 
•	 Sport – Georgie Brisbane and Demi Rowe 
•	 Debating – Claire Sardana and Tianna Duffin 
•	 Environment – Annoushka Hull and Hannah Dharmasena
•	 Social Justice –  Amy Coffey and Anna Sawatzki
•	 Liturgy – Emily O’Riley and Fiona Stackpole 
•	 Lourdes House - Maddison Barnet and Caitlin McAuley
•	 Loreto House – Beth Bowker and Isabella Brown
•	 Carmel House – Ava Knight and Alyssa Gooi
•	 Fatima House – Sasha Almy and Elizabeth Chu

All the best for the year ahead.  

Ms Mulvogue Mrs Rangelov

Ms Davey Mr Hein

Miss Teicher Mrs Gurciullo

Ms Parkinson Mrs Flanagan
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Year 9 
Leanne Anderson

We are also very lucky to have an enthusiastic 
and experienced team of Homeroom teachers 
allocated to this year level. 
•	 9 Blue - Mr Jac Canning 
•	 9 Gold - Ms Rebecca Bennett 
•	 9 Purple - Mr Chris Davis 
•	 9 Red - Mrs Tricia Smith 
•	 9 Silver - Ms Margaret Rooney 
•	 9 White - Miss Sherine Baydoun

This year there is so much in store for the Year 9s. The dynamic Ayin 
program has been developed and expanded over many years and provides 
opportunities for the girls to make connections with the broader community. 
It encourages them to step out of their comfort zone and take risks with their 
learning. Strong connections throughout Year 9 are made across the Pastoral, 
Ayin and Religious Education programs. Through these programs we place 
importance on helping the girls to develop skills, characteristics and values 
that allow each girl to be the best version of herself.
I would like to thank the many parents of our Year 9s who attended the 
Information Evening last Monday night. If you were unable to attend, 
the presentation containing important information about the year ahead 
including up and coming events like City Experience and the Duke of 
Edinburgh award has been sent via SEQTA.
I look forward to working with you all throughout 2020.

Mr Canning Ms Bennett

Mr Davis Mrs Smith

Ms Rooney Miss Baydoun
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Year 10 –  
Paul Kerr

I would like to warmly welcome all Year 10 
students and their families to the 2020 school 
year. I trust you and your family have had a 
relaxing and enjoyable break, and that you 
feel rested and ready for a busy and exciting 
year. 
We have a strong group of Homeroom 
teachers who will be supporting our Year 
10 students this year, and I thank them 
in advance for their guidance, care and 
assistance. I trust you had the opportunity to 
meet them on Monday night at our Parent 

Information Evening where we also outlined the camp in April. The Year 10 
Homeroom team consists of:
•	 10 Blue – Mr Chris Wilkes
•	 10 Gold – Mrs Lucy Miotello
•	 10 Purple – Mr Sean Tehan
•	 10 Red – Ms Victoria Stats
•	 10 Silver – Ms Ellie Van Der Westhuizen 
•	 10 White – Ms Beth Amos

Year 10 is a year filled with opportunities and challenges including the 
Duke of Edinburgh's Adventurous Journey Program at the end of April. 
During our pastoral session this week, we looked at different strengths and 
through a survey, the students were able to rank their top 10. We broke into 
groups to look at how we might employ our strengths to achieve positive 
outcomes during the year including in our academic studies as well as 
improving relationships. 
Our Peer Mentors had their first opportunity for the year to meet up with 
their Year 7 sisters to see how they have settled in our community and offer 
their welcome and support to assist in their sister's transition to Our Lady of 
Sion.
I am very much looking forward to working with our Year 10s in partnership 
with their teachers and families this year. Please don’t hesitate to contact 
your daughter’s Homeroom teacher or myself if you have any questions or 
concerns throughout the year.

Mr Wilkes Mrs Miotello

Mr Tehan Ms Stats

Ms Van Der 
Westhuizen

Ms Amos
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Year 11 –  
Jessica Baddeley

Stepping up to Year 11 is no easy task and 
comes with many challenges and obstacles 
to overcome. Every young woman in Year 
11 began the term positively and has 
demonstrated to their teachers that they are 
committed and ready to begin their senior 
years at Sion. VCE/VCAL/VET are exciting 
and nerve-racking study streams and come 
with greater responsibility and accountability, 
therefore the staff and I commend the 
girls on their fantastic start to the year. I 
encourage every member of Year 11 to be 
curious, creative, to challenge themselves 
and to encounter the world around them.

Year 12 –  
Adam Rieusset

Additionally, every Year 11 student has lived by their Sionian spirit by 
welcoming me as their new Wellbeing and Growth Leader. It has been a 
privilege for me to begin my journey at Sion with a group of young women 
who are so compassionate and welcoming. I look forward to the year ahead 
and forming positive and genuine relationships with every student and their 
family.

On behalf of Ms Anna Gionfriddo, 
Ms Renate El Shataly, Ms Cara 
Callum, Miss Natasha Borg, Ms 
Kerry Wilson and Mr Rob Steward, 
I would like to welcome all Year 12 
families to 2020.

Congratulations to all Year 12 students on the way that they have commenced the year to date. It has been one 
that has a very positive and respectful feel.
The commencement of any academic year is always a busy one and managing your time and establishing good 
routines are key to creating good, sustainable habits right throughout the year. I encourage all families to ensure 
that you are having conversations around:
•	 Seeking feedback (seek advice early, have plenty of discussions to help you learn)
•	 Asking plenty of questions (clarify early any topic you are unsure of)
•	 Ensuring study periods are optimised (have a clear plan as to what you want to achieve)
•	 The importance of having FUN (you only get one chance at Year 12, enjoy every opportunity presented)

Thank you to all parents and guardians who attended our information evening earlier this week. I would especially 
like to thank all the parents who helped to create the following reflections on Our Hope for you Is……. There are so 
many inspiring and well-balanced thoughts here.
At the Information Evening we also spoke about, Grace. Grace of Appreciation, of Understanding and of 
Acceptance of Self. The Year 12 experience is one that is to be enjoyed through all its nuances of emotions. I 
encourage all families to look at ways of finding Grace each and every day and to enjoy the journey that is 2020 
Year 12. 
The Year 12 Pastoral team look forward to continuing the journey with you, our Year 12 community, over the next 
two weeks.



11 Our Lady of Sion College Newsletter | Edition 1, 14 February 2020

Year Level News

Careers and 
Pathways – 
Brooke O'Hara

Careers at OLSC
It's not what you achieve, it's what you overcome. That's what defines your career.

Carlton Fisk (Professional Sportsman)
Welcome back to 2020. Throughout the school year, the Careers domain will provide 
students and families with a wide range of insights into career events, employment, 
the tertiary sector and various industries. The information provided assists individuals 
to make informed decisions. Students and families can find the Fortnightly Careers 
newsletter here.
In this fortnight's newsletter there is information relating to:
• What can the Careers Domain assist with?
• Career Industry in the Spotlight - Tourism
• Things to Consider – 2020 Work Experience, Year 12 Tuckwell Scholarship, Year 

12 UCAT, Tax File Numbers
• Research ideas – RMIT pathway tool, Flight Centre Travel Academy

Year 7 Horizons Project – 2019

Congratulations to the Year 7 Class of 2019 
for their efforts with the inaugural Horizons 
Project in December last year. The cohort 
avidly embraced the program taking on 
the opportunity to collaborate with new 
people on a project for the three days. The 
project saw students research, generate and 
develop ideas, seek feedback and refine 
their idea in response to an allocated brief. 
Students worked on one of three briefs:
•	 Life on Mars Challenge: create a 

sustainable community on Mars that 
takes into account the limitations of the 
planet’s natural resources and develop 
societal systems to ensure a thriving 
community.

 
Year 7–10 
Discovery 
Learning Leader 
Rebecca Bennett

•	 Logo Art Installation: design and create an art installation inspired by an 
aspect of the Year 7 experience – a subject, the year level, Homerooms, 
etc.

•	 Community Service: identify a need in the local community and 
establish a measure – product, business, charity – to meet this need.

Students are to be commended for their creativity and are encouraged to 
harness this experience for future learning endeavours, remembering the 
successes they had with the process of working together, utilising each other 
and their teachers to enhance their work and taking risks with their ideas.

Year 9 Ayin City Experience 

Monday 2 – Friday 6 March, 2020
In just over two weeks, our Year 9 students will embark on the first of many 
exciting opportunities offered as part of the Ayin Program as they head into 
Melbourne for their week long City Experience. With the aim of encouraging 
independence, curiosity and an appreciation for our capital city, students will 
participate in a range of activities to discover what Melbourne has to offer. 
Permission forms have been sent home containing important details regarding 
locations, transportation and uniform, and material requirements. Parents 
and students are encouraged to read over these carefully in preparation for 
the City Experience. 

https://www.olsccareers.com/
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Science –  
Cassie Marsden

Our Lady of Sion is pleased to offer students in 2020 the opportunity to join the CASE 
Space School International Study Program.
CASE Space School is an amazing opportunity for students seeking to pursue 
success in a STEAM career. Students will be immersed in enriched and exclusive 
space science activities to explore the many facets of STEAM. Students will also learn 
and engage in an inspiring personal and leadership development program to truly 
empower them for changing times. 
 
Junior Space School, for students in Years 7, 8 and 9, is training for young explorers 
and is an engaging, hands-on adventure. Students learn about space travel, the 
development of space-related technologies and are led through several simulated 
missions. This program is focused on providing relevance to, and inspiring passion 
for STEAM through exposure to space and broader ‘earth’ science exploration.

Senior Space School, for students in Years 10, 11 and 12, is about high-level project management. Students 
design their own Mission to Mars with a $600 million budget, build and test all their elements and then present 
their findings to a panel of NASA experts to receive critical feedback. 
Every step of the way, students are guided to build skills in goal setting, project planning, critical-thinking and 
problem-solving.
Students are meticulously cared for by dedicated Group Managers who are trained and certified by the California 
Association for STEAM Education. All Group Managers are Working with Children and Australian Federal Police 
checked, and hold current CPR, asthma and anaphylaxis certification. 
Students return with big dreams and lasting confidence, inspired by the ultimate STEAM experience at NASA.
An information evening will be held at Our Lady of Sion College on Tuesday 3 March in the Miriam Theatre, where 
students and parents can learn more about the program. Click here to RSVP.

Tuesday 3 March 2020

Mirium Theatre,
Our Lady of Sion

CASE Junior Space School 
For students in 7, 8 and 9 in 2020 
6:00pm to 7:00pm 
Presentation and Q&A
For December 2020 Expedition

C
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S T E A M E D U C A T I O
N

RSVP
TO ATTEND THE INFORMATION EVENING

actura.com.au/alliancevic

DATE: 

VENUE:

TIME:

S E N I O R

J U N I O R

Invitation
I N F O R M A T I O N  E V E N I N G

DISCOVER AWESOME TECHNOLOGY 

EXPLORE DEEP SPACE MISSIONS

BUILD YOUR CONFIDENCE 

AT TEND HUGE NBA/MLB GAME

EXPERIENCE NASA

TRAIN AS AN ASTRONAUT

Tuesday 3 March 2020

Mirium Theatre, 
Our Lady of Sion

CASE Senior Space School 
For students in 10, 11 and 12 in 
2020 7:30pm to 8:30pm 
Presentation and Q&A
For December 2020 Expedition

C
A

L IF

ORNIA   A SSOCIATIO
N

F
O

R

S T E A M E D U C A T I O
N

RSVP
TO ATTEND THE INFORMATION EVENING

CUTTING-EDGE SPACE INDUSTRY 
IMMERSION

 ADVANCED MISSION MANAGEMENT

INSPIRING LEADERSHIP

AMERICAN CULTURE

LIFELONG CONNECTIONS

actura.com.au/alliancevic

DATE: 

VENUE:

TIME:

S E N I O R

Invitation 

https://actura.com.au/alliancevic
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Learning Area News

2019 NASA Space Trip
Our NASA Space Trip students reflect on the incredible opportunity to 
immerse themselves in STEAM related activities and American culture.
On 8 December 2019, four students from Sion flew to Houston, America, 
to attend the Junior Space School Trip. It was the most amazing experience 
ever. We got to work with a range of diverse people to make and create 
different projects and carry out missions together. We participated in a lot 
of diverse activities in the first week such as astronaut training, mission to 
the moon, and watching astronomy shows that taught us about the different 
star constellations, the planets and many other things about our universe. 
The second week in Houston was also an amazing experience because not 
only did we learn about science and space, we also experienced American 
culture. We stayed in a fancy hotel and ate delicious food. We attended an 
NBA game and saw the Houston Rockets and San Antonio Spurs battle it 
out. We visited an American shopping mall, and of course went to Walmart. 
By the end of the trip, we, and the friends we made, did not want to leave 
Houston. We will always remember this exhilarating experience and would 
thoroughly recommend it to other students.  
Lilly Bruhn (9 Silver) and Alisha Pulvirenti (9 White)
Space School is an experience of a lifetime. If you are interested and enjoy 
learning about STEM and Space, than I definitely recommend going. It’s not 
just about STEM, but is also an incredible opportunity to grow and create 
lifelong friends. Thank you Sion for giving me this opportunity. 
Bettina Zurzolo (9 Silver)
I’m so grateful that I took the opportunity to be part of the Space School 
program. It was an amazing environment to learn in and with so many 
people who were incredibly supportive and welcoming, it was hard not 
to have fun. The first week challenged everyone, giving us such a great 
opportunity to grow. By the time we were all back on the plane, I know 
that everyone who was part of this trip felt inspired more than they ever 
imagined possible.  
Alice Reid (11 Purple)
I really enjoyed the two weeks I spent at the Senior Space School. It was 
so informative, and what made it so worthwhile was that the program was 
very interactive. As well as learning all there is to know about space, the 
trip was made even more memorable with the opportunity to visit the main 
attractions in Houston. 
Monique Pulvirenti (11 Purple)
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Learning Area News

 
Languages – 
Gail Amato

International Partnership 
Program

Living in a foreign country for three to four 
weeks and experiencing a different culture 
and educational system provides our students 
with the unique opportunity to employ 
classroom acquired skills and knowledge in 
the real world. At Our Lady of Sion College, 
seventeen of our students were fortunate 
enough to be involved in our International 
Partnership Program over the summer break. 
This opportunity has enriched all of the girls’ 
lives and they have returned with a deepened 

cultural understanding, unforgettable memories and lifelong friends. In 
addition, they were able to further develop their skills and confidence 
in their chosen languages, which will undoubtably benefit them in their 
upcoming VCE studies. 
The following students and teachers visited our sister schools:
Jasmine Liang, Lee Sheer Low, Clarissa Luo and Catriona Thurbon 
accompanied by Ms Joon Tan – Jiangsu Haimen Dongzhou Middle School, 
Haimen City, Jiangsu Province, China
Chanel Chebaia, Amber Huggins and Madeleine Mazar accompanied by 
Mrs Maureen Fraser – Notre Dame de Sion, Paris, France
Emily Bourke, Matilda Davey, Isabella Halliday, Teagan Haughton, Keeley 
McLeod, Isabella Morcom, Meg Pellegrino, Matilda Rae, Kirsten Wallace and 
Georgia Wilson accompanied by Mrs Christine Kralj – Notre Dame de Sion, 
Kansas City, USA
A huge thankyou to Mrs Fraser, Mrs Kralj and Ms Tan for supporting the 
program and taking such great care of the girls during this experience. All 
of the students had a wonderful, rewarding and unforgettable time. Some 
have shared their reflections below: 

China Partnership Program

During the summer holidays, I was fortunate enough to travel to Haimen 
in China as part of the School Exchange Program, alongside three other 
students of VCE Chinese. Our knowledge and understanding of China’s rich 
history and culture was deepened by visiting landmarks such as the Nanjing 
and Haimen museum and The Site of the First National Congress of the 
Chinese Communist Party. 
This trip not only allowed us to improve our Chinese skills, but to experience 
first-hand the daily life of a student in China. Indeed, their life is not as easy 
as we thought it would be!  Every morning we woke up at 6am to attend 
school where we were required to converse and interact with students in 
Chinese. We noticed that the central expectation placed upon students is 
that they will focus on their studies. In contrast, Australian students appear to 
live a more balanced lifestyle, making time for extracurricular activities, work, 
hobbies and friends.
Ultimately, travelling to China and being immersed in their culture helped 
me to learn more about their way of life as well as their language. A huge 
thank you to Ms Tan for accompanying us on the trip. It was truly an amazing 
experience and one that we will never forget! 
Lee Sheer Low (12 Blue) 
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Learning Area News

French Partnership Program

I was blessed with the wonderful opportunity to take part in the French 
Partnership Program, where two Sion girls, Mrs Fraser and I travelled to 
France for three weeks. During our time, we attended school at Notre Dame 
de Sion in Evry with our host sisters and were fortunate enough to explore 
Parisian attractions such as the Eiffel Tower, Sacre Coeur and the Arc de 
Triomphe. Some highlights of the trip included going to Disneyland (it was a 
dream come true!), and spending the weekend at Saint Malo learning about 
the history of France. It was great to try new and exciting things like making 
and tasting French food and exploring inspiring locations by UNESCO. 
As a result of this unforgettable experience, I developed strong relationships 
with my host family, sisters and Australian friends as well as improved my 
French skills. I can’t wait to go back and visit my host family again! I would 
highly recommend being part of this program in the future years and I would 
like to thank Mrs Gail Amato and Mrs Tina Apostolopoulos for making this 
program possible.
Madeleine Mazar, 12 Purple 

USA Partnership Program

On 28 December 2019, myself and nine other Year 11 students travelled 
alongside Ms Kralj to Kansas City, USA, for our annual exchange. We stayed 
in Kansas City for close to four weeks living with our host sisters and their 
families. Some of the girls were fortunate enough to travel to different cities 
in America, including New York, Colorado, San Antonio and Los Angeles. 
During this time, we got to know our host sisters very well and made strong 
connections with them. We adjusted to their family routines and became 
part of their families. 
We attended our sister school, Notre Dame de Sion. Their school uniform 
is quite different to ours consisting of a purple or white polo shirt and grey 
skirt. While for the first few days we joined in with our sisters’ classes, we 
were later able to choose our own schedules. It was very interesting being 
part of their school life and we enjoyed the different subjects they offered, 
such as Forensic Science, Ceramics and Holocaust Studies. In addition, we 
also went on a few excursions where we visited the Hallmark Centre, the 
American Jazz Museum and the Baseball Museum. We also went ice skating, 
shopping at the Plaza and visited the Sion Grade School.
As it was winter in America, we experienced temperatures ranging from 15˚ 
to -12˚ Celsius. This came as quite a shock to us as we aren’t used to this 
extreme weather. For some of us, it was our first time to see snow which was 
very exciting! 
We all thoroughly enjoyed the trip and will always remember our time in 
Kansas City. We all made friendships that will hopefully last a lifetime and are 
very grateful to Sion for providing this amazing opportunity to us. 
Isabella Morcom, 11 Silver 
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Learning Area News

 
Mathematics – 
Amy Proctor

Welcome to the 2020 school year in Mathematics. We hope your daughter is well 
rested after the summer break and is enjoying her first Mathematics classes of the 
year. There will be a range of opportunities available to students in the coming 
months including Pi Day activities (Year 8) and enrichment competitions such as 
the Maths Olympiad. Students should keep a close eye on the student bulletin for 
announcements of these opportunities.

Lunchtime Support: ‘Maths Assist’

For students in need of some additional support outside of the classroom, ‘Maths 
Assist’ runs every Monday and Thursday at lunchtime in EC2.6 where a Mathematics 
teacher is present. All students are welcome to bring their Maths homework (and 
their lunch) and receive assistance with concepts or individual problems that are 
challenging them.

Calculators at Our Lady of Sion College

The start of the school year is a good time to check the condition and working order of calculators.  It is a 
requirement that all students have their own calculator with them for each Mathematics class, as they are essential 
for exploring patterns, investigating problems and in some cases may be permitted in assessments. Students in 
Years 10 – 12 must also ensure their TI-Nspire calculator is charged* before each lesson.
It is essential that calculators are securely labelled.  This can be achieved through engraving, which can be done 
here at the College.  All teachers of Year 10 will be offering this to students over the coming fortnight.  Students are 
also reminded to keep their calculator in a safe place when not in use.
For 2020

Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 use the 
Texas Instruments TI-30XB Multiview 
scientific calculator. 

Students in Year 10 use the Texas 
Instruments TI-Nspire CX II CAS 
graphics calculator (new for 2020) 

Students in Years 11 and 12 use the 
Texas Instruments TI-Nspire CX CAS 
graphics calculator

*Charging TI-Nspire CX CAS Calculators: Charging banks are located in the Year 10, Notre Dame building and 
library for student use.  Calculators can be charged at home by connecting the calculator to a computer via the USB 
cable supplied, however the computer should be plugged into power when charging and the TI software installed. 
Calculators can also be charged via the TI-Nspire wall adapter (available for purchase through educational dealers). 
More information regarding charging can be found through Texas Instruments: https://education.ti.com/-/media/ti/
files/aus-nz/downloads/pdf/charging_handhelds.pdf 

https://education.ti.com/-/media/ti/files/aus-nz/downloads/pdf/charging_handhelds.pdf
https://education.ti.com/-/media/ti/files/aus-nz/downloads/pdf/charging_handhelds.pdf
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Arts – 
Natasha Borg

Zart Art Student Exhibition 2020

This week we would like to highlight 
the work of our 2019 Year 8s, 
current Year 9 students, whose work 
is being featured in the Term1 Zart 
Art Exhibition. If you would like to 
visit the exhibition, please find the 
details below: 
Exhibition display duration: 
Thursday 26 March – Monday 15 
June 2020
Address: 4/41 Lexton Road, Box Hill 
North, VIC 3129
Students whose work will be 
featured: 
Bella Panagios  9 Gold
Cady Lin  9 Blue
Chloe Li  9 Blue
Elina Secahusada  9 Purple
Elise Ball  9 Silver
Emily Napier  9 Silver
Gabriella Bisazza  9 Red
Isabelle Heath  9 White
Kate Brown  9 White
Maddie Hagger    9 Purple
Maja Jansson  9 White
Mary  Fan  9 Red
Matilda Karslake   9 Blue
Micah Santiago      9 White
Morgan Sestan  9 Purple
Natascia Watson  9 Blue
Sareana Bastian    9 Gold
Sophia Beltsios      9 Silver
Taline Gaudion        9 Gold
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Music –  
Martin Macaulay

Music 2020 is underway

Instrumental and ensemble lessons 
are well and truly underway for 2020. 
Please get in touch with me if you 
would like your daughter to begin 
lessons on any instrument. The digital 
information brochure is on the OLSC 
website and can be found here. To 
complete the on-line enrolment, 
please visit https://forms.gle/
zAr4k9jLNCYZyPxu9. 

Naomi Tan, 12 Gold

Naomi started her music career at OLSC on trombone in Year 7 
and hasn’t looked back. She first studied under Ms Giokas-Smith 
and played in Junior Concert Band, Intermediate Concert Band, 
Brass Ensemble and is currently principal trombone in the Jazz 
Ensemble and Senior Concert Band. Naomi has also completed 
her AMEB Grade 4 Examination. Over the summer holidays, 
Naomi met Australian Jazz trumpeter James Morrison.

Year 7 Music Program

The Year 7 Music instrument trials have begun and the girls 
are trying out a range of instruments. In the next week, 
your daughter will need to complete a preference form 
for instruments, keeping in mind she will attend one of the 
following compulsory ensemble rehearsals:
•	 Junior Concert Band 1 (Brass, Woodwind, 

Percussion) Monday mornings 7.25 – 8.30 am
•	 Junior Concert Band 2 (Brass, Woodwind, 

Percussion) Tuesday afternoons 3.30 – 4.30 pm
•	 Junior Strings (Violin, Viola, Cello) Wednesday afternoons 

3.30 – 4.30 pm
•	 Junior Choir (Voice) Friday mornings 7.25 am

Ensemble rehearsals will begin in a couple of weeks.

Sion First Band 2020

The music staff are very excited about the Year 6 Sion First Band 
that starts on Wednesday 19 February at 4pm.

https://assets.website-files.com/5b2826a56966d7160e936811/5db249866d028b513ac0289d_Instrumental%20Music%20Brochure%202020%20(email).pdf
https://forms.gle/zAr4k9jLNCYZyPxu9
https://forms.gle/zAr4k9jLNCYZyPxu9
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Co-curricular News

 
 

Head of Sport –  
Katrina Gurciullo

Sports Stars of the 
Week
Rose Laidlaw and Ciara 
Miller,  (Year 11) and Rhylee 
Farrell (Year 9)

Welcome to Sion Sport for 2020! It has been 
a busy start to the year with GSV Weekly 
Sport commencing, the upcoming House 
Swim and Dive Carnival not far away, along 
with Swim and Dive squad training, aerobics 
try-outs and hosting the GSV Sport Leaders' 
Breakfast.

GSV Weekly Sport

The GSV season commenced on Monday 
3 February. This year GSV has extended 
weekly sport from 5 weeks to 7 weeks 
across Senior, Inter and Junior sport. 

Term 1 sport consists of Indoor Cricket, Softball and Tennis. Thank you 
to students who attended try-outs in November and December last year, 
congratulations to all who have been selected to represent the College in 
their nominated sport.

Swimming and Diving

The House Swimming carnival is set to take place at Boroondara Sports 
Complex, Balwyn North on Thursday 20 February from 9am – 3pm. Students 
have nominated events to compete in, with novelty and volleyball events 
to be finalised on the day. Parents are most welcome to show their support 
and attend on the day.
The GSV Swim and Dive training has been running smoothly on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday mornings as we prepare for the upcoming inter 
school carnivals in February and March. For more information, please 
collect a permission slip and fixture from the LHC office. We encourage 
students who have expressed interest in the GSV Triathlon on Sunday March 
1 to attend trainings.

Aerobics

Try-outs for the Sion Aerobics teams have been running at lunchtimes in the 
first few weeks back. Good luck to all students who have attended try-outs, 
we will communicate once teams have been finalised for the competition 
later in the year.

Weekly Sport Results 

Junior Intermediate Senior
Round 1: 
Junior Indoor Cricket A:  
Sion (135) defeated Strathcona 
(-5)

Junior Softball A:  
Sion (3) defeated by MGGS (12)

Junior Softball B:  
Sion (12) defeated Loreto (3)

Junior Softball C:  
Sion (6) drew Loreto (6)

Junior Tennis A:  
Sion (3 sets/31 games) 
defeated Ruyton (1 set/12 
games)

Round 1:  
Intermediate Tennis A:  
Sion (3 sets/29 games) 
defeated Ruyton (1 
set/19 games)

Round 1: 
Senior Softball :  
Sion (6) defeated by St 
Margaret’s School (17)

Rose Laidlaw, Ciara Miller and 
Rhylee Farrell are our Sport Stars 
of the week.
In December 2019, Rose and 
Ciara represented the Under 16 
Victorian Indoor State Netball 
Team and Rhylee played in the 
Under 14 Victorian Indoor State 
Netball Team.
Rose and Ciara were named 
co-captains of the U16 team 
and finished the tournament 
third after playing 17 games 
during the competition in 
Queensland. Ciara was runner 
up Player of the Series and Rose 
has been selected to play in the 
Under 17 Australian Team to 
play in New Zealand this year. 
Congratulations to the girls on 
their outstanding achievements!

Ciara Miller, 11 White

Rose Laidlaw, 11 Purple

Rhylee Farrell, 9 Blue
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Social Justice Coordinators
A warm welcome back to all students and families as we begin another 
year. A new year brings new leaders across the year levels. It is with great 
pleasure that we introduce the new Social Justice leaders for 2020.
Social Justice Captain
•	 Stephanie Sparrow

Year 11 Leaders
•	 Caitlin Wyngaard
•	 Megan De Bolfo

Year 10 Leaders
•	 Charlotte Stout
•	 Alannah Wirth

Year 9 Leaders
•	 Charlotte Pearce
•	 Zoe Bairamis

Year 8 Leaders
•	 Amy Coffey
•	 Anna Sawatzki

During the Top Achievers' Assembly held this week, Abigail Whiston was 
commissioned as our Fire Carrier Captain for 2020. Abigail attended the 
Indigenous Immersion experience in 2018 and has shown compassion 
and a real desire to achieve positive steps towards reconciliation within 
the school and wider community. Staff and students who attended the 
Indigenous Immersion experience in 2019 were also commissioned as FIRE 
Carriers. FIRE Carriers, both current and new, will continue to keep the 
Reconciliation flame alight at Sion, educating the wider community about 
Reconciliation, our shared history and culture.
Our College theme for 2020 is How do I bring hope to my world? which 
encourages us to reach out to others to bring hope to their world and to 
become agents of change. There will be lots of opportunities for students 
to become involved in Social Justice this year and it is hoped that through 
their participation that they explore and develop answers to this question 
and embrace all the opportunities that will come their way.
Our Social Justice program will begin on Ash Wednesday which marks 
the beginning of Lent, at which time we will continue to support Caritas’ 
initiative, Project Compassion. Please watch this space over the coming 
weeks as we will explore this year’s theme Go Further Together and 
highlight how our Sionian community can become involved in a number of 
other fundraising and awareness raising activities.

Lucy Miotello Alice Dawes
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Learning 
Resource Centre – 
Margaret Lawson

The start of the school year is always 
exciting and especially so for me, 
as I take on the Head of Library and 
Information Services role at Our Lady 
of Sion College. I bring to Sion over 20 
years of experience as an Information 
Technology, Humanities and eLearning 
educator. A self-professed tech-head, 
my favourite authors include William 
Gibson, Douglas Copeland and Neil 
Gaiman. I love to tinker and create and 
my hobbies include sewing and playing 
with technology such as 3D Printers.

My role as a Teacher Librarian compliments the current Learning 
Resource team by supporting the wider reading and literature program, 
encouraging the development of research and critical thinking skills, 
and supporting curriculum development to enhance both information 
and digital literacy skills. 
The start to the year has been busy with our LRC team supporting the 
set-up of Year 7 eTextbooks, Wider Reading orientation sessions and 
supporting Year 9 Rebels and Troops with an Introduction to Historical 
Research.  Students have been challenged to find ten minutes a day to 
read a book that they enjoy. 
Our team consists of:
•	 Margaret Lawson – Head of Library and Information Services, 

Teacher Librarian
•	 Talei Valucava - College Librarian
•	 Jackie Branson – Library Assistant
•	 Glen Hannah - Educational Media Officer
•	 Laura Amadio - Library Assistant

We wish all the students the best for the start of the school year and we 
look forward to helping them with their reading and research.
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College 
Psychologist – 
Sofia Stagnitta

Welcome back! I hope you all had a lovely time over Christmas and the holidays 
and everyone is feeling refreshed and ready for 2020.
Anglicare Victoria and Parentzone provide news and information on programs 
and services to support parents across the Eastern region of Melbourne. Please 
see information below regarding some of Parentzone’s Term 1 Parents Building 
Solutions Programs. 
CareFactor is a FREE Event for Parents & Carers of Young People aged 15-24. 
It will feature high-quality content, useful resources, a free dinner and $100 Gift 
cards up for grabs! So plenty of incentives for parents to attend and have a fun, 
informative evening. 
When: Thursday 27 February, 6.00 – 8.30 pm 
Where: Willis Room, Whitehorse Civic Centre, 379 Whitehorse Road, Nunawading 
Booking: Places limited! Booking Essential. Text or Call: 0466 015 267 or book 
online: carefactor.eventbrite.com.au Free Parking - Close to public transport.

Drugs, Alcohol & Adolescents Ringwood
6-week program for parents of 12 to 25 year olds who are concerned about their adolescents use of alcohol and 
other drugs.  
When: Mondays (6 sessions) 10 February to 23 March, 7.00 to 9.00 pm 
Booking: Sharon 0438 683 049
Emotion Focused Parenting Camberwell 
A 6-week program for parents who wish to better understand their child’s behaviour, improve communication and 
help their child manage anxiety, anger and conflict.  
When: Tuesdays (6 sessions) 18 Feb to 24 March, 7.00 to 9.30 pm 
Booking: Julia 0400 866 495
Grandparents who parent
A support group for Grandparents raising children. Parenting grandchildren can be a stressful, challenging and 
lonely experience. This 4-week group program provides support and information for grandparents.  
When: Tuesdays (4 sessions) 3 - 24 March, 10.00 - 11.30 am 
Cost: $25.00 for 4 sessions 

College Counselling Service

A reminder that the College Counselling Service is available Monday to Friday and appointments are available 
before and after school, as well as during recess, lunchtime and periods throughout the day. There are two 
Counsellors in the team: Sofia Stagnitta (College Psychologist) and Janine Crociani (College Counsellor). 
If you would like to contact us, please email  Counselling@sion.catholic.edu.au or phone one of us on 9890 9097. 
Wishing everyone a wonderful start to the year and a healthy, happy and productive 2020.

mailto:Counselling@sion.catholic.edu.au


Parent News

23 Our Lady of Sion College Newsletter | Edition 1, 14 February 2020

 

2020 COLLEGE
OPEN DAY 
TUESDAY 17 MARCH 

2.30 — 6.30 PM 

Our Lady of Sion 
College warmly invites 
you to come and see 
how your daughter will 
embrace life at Sion.

We look forward to 
welcoming you to our 
College.

Visit our
website to 

book

www.sion.catholic.edu.au 

Our Lady of Sion College      
Catholic Girls’ College Years 7-12 
1065 Whitehorse Road, Box Hill VIC 3128 
P 03 9890 9097 | E info@sion.catholic.edu.au
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PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION 2020
All members of the Sion parent community are also members of the Parents’ 
Association. We welcome parent involvement at any PA activity or meeting. 
Any contribution of time is greatly appreciated.

TERM 1: 
Friday 31 January Welcome Morning Tea for Year 7 Parents/Guardians 
Tuesday 18 February Parents’ Association Meeting 
Thursday 12 March Year 7 Family Eucharist – 7:00pm (PA sponsored event) 
Tuesday 17 March Sion Open Day – 2:30pm to 6:30pm 

(PA sponsors the Sausage Sizzle) 
Friday 20 March Year 7 Parent/Guardian ‘Meet, Eat & Mingle’

TERM 2: 
Date TBC Year 8 - 12 Parent/Guardian Social Event (Dinner) 
Monday 27 April Parents’ Association Meeting 
Thursday 7 May  Significant Women’s Breakfast – (PA sponsored event)

TERM 3: 
Monday 20 July Parent’s Association Meeting 
Friday 4 September Significant Men’s Breakfast – (PA sponsored event)

TERM 4: 
Wednesday 14 Oct Year 12 Rose Wrapping – 2:00pm-3:30pm 

(PA sponsors the Rose Wrapping) 
Monday 19 Oct  Parents’ Association Annual General Meeting

To add your name to our email contact and volunteer list, please send your 
details to the Secretary:   carolineathey02@gmail.com 
Please indicate your daughter’s year level.

2020 PA Officers
President - Vesna Wirth

Vice President - Vicky Burgio
Secretary - Caroline Athey
Treasurer - Melanie Hosie
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Year 7 Meet, Eat & Mingle
Our Lady of Sion College Parents’ Association warmly invites 

parents of our Year 7 community to the Year 7 Meet, Eat & Mingle.

Enjoy a relaxing evening meeting with other parents and guardians from your daughter’s year.
Our College Principal, Tina Apostolopoulos, will be joining us.

Friday 20 March 2020, 7.00 pm,  Bucatini Restaurant, 454 Whitehorse Road, Mitcham
$15 per head, includes finger food, drinks available at bar prices

RSVP: Friday 13 March 2020
Bookings: www.trybooking.com/BIBMT

Enquiries: Caroline Athey, Secretary, carolineathey02@gmail.com

This event is proudly subsidised by the 
Our Lady of Sion College Parents’ Association
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 
Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist 
beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student 
will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun 
activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the Government’s 
commitment to breaking the link between a student’s background and their outcomes. 

 
CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS       
FUND (CSEF) 
School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great 
outdoors, excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how the 
world works and sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership.  All 
are part of a healthy curriculum. 

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families 
to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities. 
 
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary 
foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration 
category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The 
allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to 
camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 
 

The annual CSEF amount per student is: 

• $125 for primary school students 

• $225 for secondary school students 

 
 

  
  

MORE INFORMATION 
For more information about the CSEF visit 
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 

 
HOW TO APPLY 
New applicants should contact the school office to   
obtain a CSEF application form or download from 
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef  

If you applied for the CSEF at your child's school in 
2019, you do not need to complete an application 
form in 2020 unless there has been a change in your 
family circumstances.  
You only need to complete an application form if any 
of the following changes have occurred: 

 new student enrolments; your child has 
started or changed schools in 2020 or you 
did not apply in 2019. 

 changed family circumstances; such as a 
change of custody, change of name, 
concession card number, or new siblings 
commencing at the school in 2020. 

 

Check with the school office if you are unsure. 
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