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Principal

At this week’s final assemblies, I reflected 
with students on the inspiration behind our 
2019 College theme – Welcoming Each 
Other. Over the course of the year, I hope the 
theme has enhanced students’ appreciation 
for diversity and the many benefits it offers 
us individually and as a community. This year 
we reflected on the theme through scripture 
and the way Jesus modelled the importance 
of respect and dignity for all people. 
Through our social justice, retreat and 
learning opportunities, we have celebrated 
the characteristics of welcome and dialogue 
which are part of our Catholic and Sionian 
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tradition, and I hope we have listened to Pope Francis who tells us that we 
should go out and encounter all sorts of people. Finally, I hope we have 
respected the language and cultural backgrounds of all students and staff 
through our 58 flags – the symbol for our 2019 theme. 
When we encounter difference, our world view has the potential to 
expand and we are better equipped to contribute with understanding and 
sensitivity. I was reminded of this during one of my Year 12 RE classes this 
year. A student commented that for her generation and most Sion students, 
diversity is not seen as unique; it is the norm within which she has grown up. 
She shared that she knows no other way of being and could not imagine 
living in a world where everyone was the same. What a great platform from 
which our students are placed to model our theme into adulthood. I hope 
we can carry this theme forward into the years ahead and remember always 
to be open to difference.
In the last fortnight we have seen the cycle of school life that is typical at 
this time of the year. The Valedictory dinner for our Year 12 students and 
their parents/guardians was a great celebration of 13 years of education 
for the Class of 2019. Once again, I thank them for all they have brought to 
our school and I wish them all the very best as they take up the many life 
opportunities that await them.
Recently we enjoyed the musical achievements of our Year 7 students at 
their Spring Music Concert where they showcased their learning to a very 
appreciative audience of family and friends, and this week we welcomed 
the 2020 Year 7 students who experienced their first day as Sion students at 
our Orientation day. Students met Mrs Arnold their Wellbeing and Growth 
Leader and their Homeroom teachers who will help them settle in as they 
transition into our school next year. 

Important Dates

Week B 

Thursday 5 December

2019 Night of Excellence 
Louise Humann Centre, 7.00 pm

 
Friday 6 December

Final day for Year 7 - 9 students 
Students dismissed at 1.00 pm 

Wednesday 11 December

Student reports available 

Friday 13 December

Teaching Staff finish

Friday 20 December

College Office closes

2020
Monday 20 January

College Office re-opens

Friday 31 January

Students commence Term 1 
(all levels)

 
From the 
Principal –  
Tina 
Apostolopoulos

Our Lady of Sion College 
1065 Whitehorse Road 

Box Hill Vic 3128 
Ph: +61 3 9890 9097 

E:info@sion.catholic.edu.au
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Principal

In the coming week, Year 9 students will conclude their AYIN program 
with a Mind, Body and Soul day and Year 7 students will undertake 
the Horizons Project. This new initiative is an opportunity for them to 
engage in design thinking and to develop their entrepreneurial skills. 
We look forward to their response to the design briefs they have 
elected to tackle.
Next week, we also look forward to recognising the contributions 
and achievements of our students at the Night of Excellence, the 
final major event for the year and to farewelling our Year 7, 8 and 9 
students as they commence their summer break. It will certainly be 
another exciting and busy final week for the year.
With every blessing.
Tina Apostolopoulos 
College Principal
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Deputy Principal

 
Faith and Mission 
– John McInerney 

As this is the final newsletter for this year, it is great to be able to reflect on 
two wonderful events in the Faith and Mission life of the College.
Last Sunday, staff and students participating in the Australian Catholic 
Youth Festival in Perth next week, marched from one end of Bourke Street 
to the other, arriving at St Patrick’s Cathedral for a ‘Blessing of Pilgrims’ 
ceremony. Thirteen of our current Year 10 students and three staff will 
participate in ACYF this year. This is a special opportunity for them to 
immerse themselves in their faith with other young people in the Church, 
where they will participate in a variety of presentations, workshops and 
liturgies.
We look forward to them bringing back their learning to Our Lady of Sion 
College and working closely with them over the next two years as we 
continue to enhance the Catholic identity of our school.
Also, this week saw the celebration of the Year 7-11 end of year Mass. As 
all would know, the theme for our College this year has been Welcoming 
Each Other. To see the hampers being brought forward during the mass 
(which will be given to the local St Vincent de Paul Society to distribute 
to families this Christmas) was a gentle reminder to us to welcome all – 
particularly the most needy.  The words of our opening hymn seemed to 
sum up all that we have tried to focus on this year:

Let us build a house where love can dwell 
And all can safely live,

A place where saints and children tell 
How hearts learn to forgive.

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
Rock of faith and vault of grace; 

Here the love of Christ shall end divisions;
All are welcome, all are welcome,  

all are welcome in this place.
I wish all a very Happy Christmas and safe New Year.
I look forward to continuing the journey with you next year.

In Remembrance
Our particular thoughts and prayers go to Clarissa Napier (10 Blue), Bess 
Hamshaw (11 Silver) and Tiane Gavillucci (12 Red) whose grandmothers passed 
away recently.

We remember Clarissa, Bess, Tiane and their families in a special way at this sad 
time.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and may your perpetual light shine upon them.  
May their souls and the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace, Amen.

Rest in Peace
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Deputy Principal
After spending three days on 
camp with our Year 8 students 
a few weeks ago, I was 
reminded of the importance 
of play. Surrounded by 
the leafy landscape of 
Bacchus Marsh and plenty 
of equipment to paddle, row 
and peddle, our students built 
stronger relationships through 
collaboration and used their 
creativity to problem solve 
during games and challenges.

In a modern technology-filled world that dissuades our young 
people to go outside to play, it was wonderful to see how much 
joy playing brought to our students. On many occasions, I saw 
the girls focussed in conversations and negotiating their way 
around problems, but what I found most interesting was the way 
they filled their free time with games of impromptu basketball or 
cards and happily spun each other on the round-a-bout.
This time has renewed my appreciation of how play fosters 
creative thinking, builds resilience, hones communication 
skills and nurtures independence. I watched as our girls took 
ownership of their organisation, doing without if an item was 
forgotten or lost, and how they took pride in, not only their own 
accomplishments, but those of others.
As we head into the holidays, I am off with ten Our Lady of Sion 
students to Kansas City, USA as part of our partnership program. 
I am looking forward to traveling with the girls, meeting our US 
Sion families and my first snowy New Year’s Eve. 
I wish our community a happy and safe Christmas, and 
encourage you all to take the time to rest but also time to play 
and enjoy a different pace for a while. 

 

Student Wellbeing 
– Christine Kralj
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Year Level News
As the end of 2019 comes to a close, it is hard 
to believe that the nervous, shy students who 
began Year 7 at the beginning of this year are 
now almost Year 8 students. It is so wonderful 
to see how far our Year 7 students have come 
and the steps they have taken towards new 
challenges since their first day at the College 
earlier this year. Throughout the year, they 
have taken hold of the many opportunities 
provided to them and thrown themselves 
whole-heartedly into activities, demonstrating 
all that it means to be a Daughter of Sion. 

 
 
Year 7 
Michelle Arnold

Throughout their first year at Sion, a number of students have applied for 
various leadership positions. Thank you to all students who nominated for 
these positions and congratulations to the following Year 7 students for all 
of their efforts in serving as SRC, Portfolio and House Leaders. You have 
brought enthusiasm to the role and should be proud of yourselves.

Year 7 SRC:  Kyrah Lynch and Severine Cherry 

Portfolio Reps: 

Liturgy:  Abigail Hilson and Alyssa Gooi 
Social Justice:   Olinda Escalante and Molly Browne
Drama:   Chloe Pinwill and Victoria Hynes 
Debating:   Tianna Duffin and Natalya Barry
Environment:  Lucinda Beet and Hayley Brown
Music:    Emma Gorry and Maddie Smith
Sport:   Bianca Dumais and Ava Knight
Visual Arts:   Amy Coffey and Isabel Gallagher 
House Rep Carmel:  Michelle Yii and Tess Davies 
House Rep Fatima:  Georgie Brisbane and Lucy Bedford
House Rep Loreto:  Simran Dhillon and Catherine Simmons 
House Rep Lourdes:  Helena Andrikopoulos and Nadia Schipano

Class Leaders: 

Blue:    Paige Harper and Hannah Touhy 
Gold   Alice Heath and Elysha Witlox
Orange:   Charlie Telford and Abbey Marks
Purple:   Isabella Pititto and Cathy van Rensburg
Red:    Cara Reilly and Caitlin McAuley
Silver:    Elissa Colafella and Teghan Van den Berg
White:    Hannah Alderton and Charissa Chen

Thank you Year 7s for a wonderful year. It has been a pleasure to work with 
you all. 
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Year Level News
Congratulations to our Year 8 students on 
a wonderful year of growth, not only within 
yourselves but as a cohort. I have, in many 
different ways, seen you embrace our theme 
of OHANA - ‘Family’, and you should be very 
proud of all you have achieved this year. 
The Year 8 Homeroom teachers and I have 
had a wonderful year working with you and 
wish you all the best of luck in Year 9 next year. 
You have been involved in and achieved so 
much in 2019. There was Friendship Day, 
Retreat Day, Sion Day, Carnivals, Feast Days, 

 
 
Year 8 
Jordyn Frood

Girl to Girl Program, Brainstorm Productions, Cheer and Dance Competition, 
Medieval Day, The One Girl Project, Gift Giving Christmas Hampers, Camp, 
many excursions, developing new friendships and creating so many new, 
fantastic memories. 
I am so proud of each and every one of you for all you have accomplished 
and have no doubt you will do great things as you move forward through 
your years at Sion. It has been nothing but a privilege being your Wellbeing 
and Growth Leader this year.
Thank you to the parents/guardians who have supported the Year 8s this 
year. You have been a wonderful support to the girls and have been an 
integral element of their Year 8 journey. I would like to wish you, and the Year 
8s, a magical Christmas season and a very happy and joyous new year.

 
 
Year 9 
Leanne Anderson

As the school year draws to a close, I would 
like to congratulate our Year 9 students on 
their hard work and efforts throughout 2019. 
On top of navigating the challenges that come 
with growing up as a fifteen year old they have 
fully embraced the activities and learnings 
offered throughout the Ayin Program. 
As part of the Ayin Program, the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award has required the girls to 
step out of their comfort zone and commit to a 
Skill, Physical and Community Service activity, 
totalling 52 hours on top of their in-school 

education. Many of the girls have now completed 75 percent of their Bronze 
Award and will complete the remaining 25 percent next year in Year 10 when 
they tackle the Adventurous Journey component. The girls have certainly 
fulfilled the philosophy of this Award by persevering and making a long term 
commitment to these activities.
I would also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge one of our Year 
9 students, Lily Malone, who was the worthy recipient of the Daughter of 
Sion Award in 2018. Some of you may already be aware that this award 
acknowledges a student who demonstrates leadership, has a strong sense 
and commitment to Social Justice and lives out the Sion charism. As part 
of the award, Lily was given $500 to donate to a charity of her choice. Lily 
made the decision to donate this monetary gift to an organisation called 
Artists for Kids Culture. Lily told me she wanted to give the money to an 
organisation who help children. At a ceremony in St Kilda, Lily was able to 
hand over the donation to Artists for Kids Culture who were going to direct 
the funds towards enabling three girls to start up netball. As Lily is a keen and 
passionate netballer herself, she could relate to the enjoyment this gift will 
provide the girls who would not otherwise be able to afford to play. “I really 
liked meeting the girls and seeing who the money was going to”. We are 
super proud of Lily and hope she continues to live out her passion for justice.
Again, I congratulate and acknowledge the girls for all they have done this 
year and also extend my thanks to you, the parents/guardians, who are 
constantly guiding and walking alongside your daughters as they continue to 
grow and develop into wonderful young women.
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Year Level News

 
Year 10 –  
Paul Kerr

Examinations and Smart Start

This last fortnight has seen the examinations 
end and Smart Start begin. The students 
have been impressive in their approach to 
both of these important elements of the 
Year 10 program. The examinations ran very 
smoothly with the girls being punctual and 
well aware of procedures and expectations.  
This is a direct result of the cooperation of 
the students during this time.  
Smart Start is a great opportunity for our 
Year 10 students to get a head-start to their 

VCE. They have ended the year soundly, which is a credit to them and are 
certainly ready for the challenges of Year 11 in 2020. 
Over the last two years, the students have completed their Duke of 
Edinburgh Bronze Award. Many students have received their certificate and 
badge to wear with pride. 
This year has been a wonderful year full of challenges and success 
stories, both public and personal in nature. At our final assembly this 
week, amongst our awards, the class leaders and our SRC representatives 
presented a snap shot of the year and all it has had to offer. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank parents/guardians for your 
partnership in what has been a very busy and uplifting year filled with a 
myriad of activities and rigorous learning experiences.  

Year 12 –  
Rob Steward 
(Acting WAGL)

Our Valedictory Dinner was a wonderful success and I thank all of the guests who entered into the spirit of the 
evening. For someone of my vintage, it is reassuring to know that ABBA still rules the dance floor, even if the moves 
tend to be slightly unfamiliar now. 
There were many photos taken at the dinner and the students each received a graduation photo package as a 
memento of their year. This leads me to think of the photos we do not take even though those moments are the 
essence of life. There were many such moments during the recent exam period. The smiles and sense of solidarity 
as the girls walked into an exam together. The look of determination as they put pen to paper with their faces a 
picture of concentration. The sense of relief exhibited on walking out and being able to communicate with each 
other once again. If only there were photos of these moments to add to the graduation package.  
I congratulate all of the Notre Dame students who have completed VCAA exams over the last month and wish you 
all the very best with your results. I commend your families who have offered you so much support. It is truly a team 
effort and I appreciate this even more after experiencing it with my son this year. 
As we think ahead to 2020, I thank the Year 11 students who have prepared themselves so well during Smart 
Start and assisted in organisational matters such as the retreat in February. The baton has been passed and it is 
reassuring to know that it is in such safe hands.  
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Year Level News

Careers and 
Pathways – 
Brooke O'Hara

Careers at OLSC
Take risks; if you win, you will be happy, if you lose, you will be wise.
Author unknown
Students and families can find the Fortnightly Careers newsletter at: www.olsccareers.
com/?page=newsletter<http://www.olsccareers.com/?page=newsletter>.  
In this fortnight's newsletter there is information relating to:
• Upcoming Events – ENGage ENGineer with Monash, Deakin Pathways Webinar 

for Year 12 students, VTAC key dates reminder, Accessing your results, Year 12 
Change of Preference

• Things to Consider – RSPCA Discovery Day, 2020 Work Experience
• Research ideas – Deakin THIS

Ayin 

A reminder to Year 9 students and parents 
that Monday 2 December is the Ayin Mind, 
Body, Soul Day. Year 9 students will be 
participating in a range of activities aimed 
at promoting a healthy balance of the 
mind, body and soul. The girls will have the 
opportunity to undertake three workshops 
from the following, African Drumming, 
Pilates, Yoga, Bollywood and Belly Dancing, 
Zumba and Skin Care. Students can wear 
their full PE uniform for the day to allow 
them to participate in these activities and are 
encouraged to bring along healthy snacks 
for a shared lunch.

 
Year 7–10 
Discovery 
Learning Leader 
Rebecca Bennett

Year 7 Horizons Project 

Our new initiative to encourage collaboration, problem solving and creative 
thinking – the Year 7 Horizons Project – begins on Monday next week. 
Students have been allocated one of three briefs which they will aim to 
meet over the three days with mentoring from staff. The Horizons Project 
will hopefully see the students engage their individual talents to work 
together in a group to produce a final product or idea on the topic of their 
brief. Students were given their brief and group allocation on Thursday and 
are encouraged to also use this as an opportunity to meet new students in 
their year level. 
We look forward to sharing the experiences of the Year 7s with you through 
our social media feeds and in the first College Newsletter of 2020.

 
Year 11 –  
Lauren Amalfi

A big congratulations to all Year 11 students 
on completing their first year of VCE/ VCAL. 
It has been a pleasure to work with your 
daughters over the year, and on behalf of 
the Year 11 team we wish all students the 
best of luck in 2020 in their final year of 
schooling at the College. 
I hope your families have a safe and joyful 
summer break, a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. 

http://www.olsccareers.com/?page=newsletter<http://www.olsccareers.com/?page=newsletter>
http://www.olsccareers.com/?page=newsletter<http://www.olsccareers.com/?page=newsletter>
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Learning Area News

 
Religious 
Education – 
Anna Gionfriddo

It is hard to believe that we are almost at the end of the academic year with final 
exams for our Year 10, 11 and 12 students being completed. 
Over the past week, the Year 10 and 11 students participated in Smart Start. For those 
students who are studying Texts and Traditions Unit 1, they focused on the concept of 
religious truths that can be found in the Bible and how they are relevant for us today, 
the various literary styles found in the Bible and they also looked at the history of the 
Jewish people. For the students studying Unit 3, their focus was on the introduction 
to the Gospel of Luke and life in first century Palestine.
As the students in Years 7 to 9 classes complete their final assessments, they are 
reflecting on the true meaning of Advent, which commences this coming Sunday, and 
Christmas. They are encouraged to remember that Advent is a time of hope and a 
time of waiting for the most precious gift of the birth of Jesus. 

The students are also reflecting on the positive impact they are making when supporting the Alternate Gift Giving 
Project. Through this project, the students continue to support the work of the Sisters of Our Lady of Sion who 
work tirelessly to help those in need in the Philippines, especially poor farmers and their families who face many 
challenges in their daily lives. 
Preparation for the End of Year Eucharist also took place in RE classes with many students writing prayers, 
reflections and creating symbols. 
Congratulations to all students for their efforts in Religious Education throughout the year. 
Wishing all families a very happy and blessed Christmas.

 
Numeracy – 
Helen Mulvogue

Mathematics Calculators for 2020

A reminder that in 2020 Year 10 students 
will require a Texas Instruments TI-nspire CX 
II CAS graphics calculator. This calculator 
has been available for purchase through 
trybooking (https://www.trybooking.com/
BGBLP). The booking site will close this 
Friday, 29 November. 
Students who have placed their order are 
now receiving their new calculator. When 
students unpack their calculator, please 
keep all contents. In particular, the cable and 
information pamphlet which contains the 
individual student software license code.

 
Studio Arts – 
Jennifer Schwab

On November 27 the Unit 1 and 3 Studio Arts Smart 
Start Classes visited the Whitehorse Art Space gallery. 
The current exhibition of contemporary textile artworks 
from the Australian Quilters Association is called 
“Metamorphosis”. It was a fabulous opportunity for our 

students to view the exquisite hand-made and machine-stitched quilts from artists 
across Australia. The diversity of themes and techniques was inspiring. We were 
fortunate to meet one of the artists who explained her work process. 

The Whitehorse Art Space is located just across the road from Our Lady of Sion 
College, inside the Box Hill Town Hall. Admission is free and opening times are 
Tuesday – Friday 10am – 4pm and Saturday 12noon – 4pm.

https://www.trybooking.com/BGBLP
https://www.trybooking.com/BGBLP
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Learning Area News

 
Languages – 
Gail Amato

This year has been an extremely exciting 
one for the Language department. Our 
students have been provided with incredible 
opportunities to improve their language skills 
through the educational study tour to France, 
partnership programs, excursions, incursions, 
various competitions and much more. In fact, 
the excitement is not over yet with the Year 7, 
8 and 9 students presently participating in the 
Sion Education Perfect Language Competition 
and eager to win some wonderful prizes. As 
the year draws to a close and many celebrate 
the end of classes, 17 students will venture 
off around the world to our sister schools to 
complete the year’s partnership programs. 

The following students and teachers will visit our sister schools:
Jasmine Liang, Lee Sheer Low, Clarissa Luo and Catriona Thurbon 
accompanied by Ms Joon Tan – Jiangsu Haimen Dongzhou Middle School, 
Haimen City, Jiangsu Province, China.
Chanel Chebaia, Amber Huggins and Madeleine Mazar accompanied by 
Mrs Maureen Fraser – Notre Dame de Sion, Paris, France.
Emily Bourke, Matilda Davey, Isabella Halliday, Teagan Haughton, Keeley 
McLeod, Isabella Morcom, Meg Pellegrino, Matilda Rae, Kirsten Wallace and 
Georgia Wilson accompanied by Mrs Christine Kralj – Notre Dame de Sion, 
Kansas City, USA
All of the Sion students participating in the program will attend school 
with their host sisters as well as visiting historical and tourist sites. This will 
provide them with an opportunity to immerse themselves in a new culture, 
practise their language skills and make life-long friendships. In particular, it 
is exciting that they will experience Christmas holidays in another country 
(with hopefully some snow)!
We wish the girls and the teachers a wonderful and safe trip that is 
educationally and culturally enriching, and filled with unforgettable 
experiences. We look forward to hearing about all of their exciting 
moments when they return. 
This year, we were fortunate to have an Italian Language Assistant working 
at our College. Ms Serena Olivieri arrived from Italy in April 2019 for an 
eight month stay. Serena’s role was to assist students in improving their 
language skills as well as exposing them to contemporary Italy. We thank 
her for her amazing contribution to the Italian language program and we 
wish her all the best in her future endeavors in Italy.
Thank you to all of the Language staff who have made invaluable 
contributions to the department this year and to Mrs Fraser, Mrs Kralj and 
Mrs Tan for accompanying our students to China, France and USA. A big 
thank-you to our College Principal, Mrs Tina Apostolopoulos, and the 
leadership team for their ongoing support of the Language department. 
In particular, I would like to thank Mrs Michelle Rangelov for her assistance 
throughout the year.
Finally, we would like to thank our students for their passion in learning 
languages, involvement in extra-curricular activities and achievements in 
their studies. In particular, thank you to the Year 12 students of Chinese, 
French and Italian for their commitment to their studies this year. We hope 
that all their hard work will be shown in their final results and we wish them 
all the best in their future endeavors. 
Merry Christmas!    Shèngdàn kuàilè!    Joyeux Noël!    Buon Natale! 
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Arts – 
Natasha Borg

Top Designs is an annual exhibition at Melbourne Museum 
presenting work created by students who completed VCE Media, 
Product Design and Technology, Theatre Studies, Systems 
Engineering and Visual Communication Design, as well as a range 
of VCE VET studies including Furnishing, Creative and Digital Media, 
Integrated Technologies, Music Industry (Sound Production) and 
Engineering Studies.
The VCE Season of Excellence team at the VCAA organises and 
facilitates panels of teachers from metropolitan and regional 
government, Catholic and independent schools to view and shortlist 
Top Designs applications.
The state reviewer for each subject oversees each panel, ensuring all 
work is considered fairly and represents best practice according to 
curriculum. The VCE Season of Excellence team and other VCAA staff 
members have no input into which works are selected.
This year we are incredibly proud to announce that three of our 
students have been shortlisted: Nadia Agius (12) and Chanel Chebaia 
(11) for their work in Visual Communication, and Siena Bonnici for her 
Media film. Their work will be reviewed by the selection panel in the 
coming weeks. 

Media Film 
Sienna Bonnici (12 Gold)

Visual Communication 
Chanel Chebaia (11 Blue )

Visual Communication 
Nadia Agius (12 White)
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Music –  
Martin Macaulay

Year 7 Spring Music 
Concert Triumph

Congratulations to all the Year 7 
Music students, most of whom only 
took up an instrument at the start 
of this year, and who performed at 
the annual Spring Music Concert 
last week. The program consisted 
of the four large ensembles and 
smaller class instrumental sections, 
all with the purpose to give the girls 
a platform on which to demonstrate 
how far they have come as 
musicians (and as young learners). 
We celebrate their achievements 
and hope they continue in one 
or more of the music programs 
offered at our College. One of 
these is the Instrumental Music 
Program, where some vacancies 
are still available. Please refer to the 
link https://www.sion.catholic.edu.
au/embrace-learning/enhancement-
and-enrichment to view our digital 
information brochure. A link to the 
online enrolment form is contained 
within our brochure and can also be 
accessed directly via: https://forms.
gle/zAr4k9jLNCYZyPxu9

Sion First Band of 2019

Our Sion First Band of 2019 also 
performed their final concert 
last week. This was a terrific way 
to celebrate a year of wonderful 
music-making, as well as making 
new friends before they all come 
through the cherry red gates as 
fully fledged Sionians in 2020. If 
you have a daughter starting at the 
College in 2021, please consider 
this wonderful program as part 
of her transition. If you have any 
questions, please contact me 
directly at mmacaulay@sion.catholic.
edu.au.

https://www.sion.catholic.edu.au/embrace-learning/enhancement-and-enrichment
https://www.sion.catholic.edu.au/embrace-learning/enhancement-and-enrichment
https://www.sion.catholic.edu.au/embrace-learning/enhancement-and-enrichment
https://forms.gle/zAr4k9jLNCYZyPxu9
https://forms.gle/zAr4k9jLNCYZyPxu9
mailto:mmacaulay%40sion.catholic.edu.au?subject=
mailto:mmacaulay%40sion.catholic.edu.au?subject=
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Co-curricular News

 
 

Head of Sport –  
Katrina Gurciullo

Sports Stars of the Week
Rose Laidlaw, 10 Blue and Ciara Miller, 10 Gold
Rose Laidlaw and Ciara Miller of Year 10 are our Sport Stars for this week. 
Rose and Ciara have been selected as Co–Captains of the Under 16 
Victorian Indoor Netball team. Both girls have been successful in selection 
for previous Victorian Indoor Netball teams and to be selected as Co - 
Captains is an outstanding achievement. Rose and Ciara will compete in 
a competition over 9 days in Toowoomba in Queensland and leave this 
Friday.
We wish Rose and Ciara all the best for their upcoming competition – 
congratulations girls, you should be very proud!

GSV Weekly Sport Finals

Congratulations goes to all of our Term 
4 weekly sport teams, with 9 of our 10 
Basketball and Cricket teams making 
finals! This is an outstanding achievement, 
particularly for the basketball program, in 
which every single team made finals, all 
finishing undefeated in their zone matches 
for the season.

Finals Report - Basketball 

Our Intermediate A team faced a tough Siena outfit and unfortunately lost 
their cross over final, but went on to beat Toorak College and finish in fifth 
place. 
Our Intermediate B team prevailed in a one point nail biter over Siena in 
their cross over final, advancing to the Semi Final where they defeated Star 
of the Sea by two points! They have earnt themselves a place in the Grand 
Final against Genazzano alongside the C team in their Semi Final this week; 
good luck to our Intermediate Basketball teams.
Our Junior Basketballers competed hard in their first week of finals also; 
the A team were defeated in a close match against Loreto, then defeated 
Mentone convincingly, finishing in fifth place. The B team had a big win over 
Mentone, before being defeated in the Semi Finals by Genazzano and the 
C team defeated MLC 31 – 9 in their cross over final, before a narrow four 
point loss to OLMC in their Semi Final. We wish the D team the best of luck 
for their matches this week.

Cricket

Our Junior Cricketers also finished their regular season undefeated and 
faced a tough Sacre Coeur in their Semi Final, on a very blustery afternoon. 
The girls put their best efforts forward, however, unfortunately could not 
overcome some super bowling by the Sac girls, and were defeated 137 – 
65. 
Well done to all involved, students and coaches; it has been an outstanding 
term of weekly sport so far.

GSV Five Year Service Awards

It is hard to believe that the College has now been involved with the Girls’ 
Sport Victoria program for five years. The following staff members were 
recognized this week with five Year Service Awards for their contribution 
to GSV and the College Sport program and I would like to thank them and 
acknowledge their commitment and dedication to the program:
Mr Adam Rieusset, Ms Ellie Van Der Westhuizen, Mr Chris Wilkes, Mrs Kerry 
Griffin, Mrs Cris Amadio, Mrs Michelle Arnold, Ms Jackie Branson, Ms Marg 
Rooney, Ms Jaci Taylor and Mr Jac Canning.
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Co-curricular News
Weekly Sport Results 

Junior Intermediate

Basketball

 

Round 5: 
A - Sion (45) def Toorak (15) 
B - Sion (40) def Toorak (16) 
C – Sion (31) def Toorak (4) 
D - Sion (27) def Toorak (4)

Finals: 
A – Qualifying Final -  
Sion (23) def by Loreto (29) 
A  - Preliminary Final – 
Sion (52) defeat Mentone (27)

B – Qualifying Final -  
Sion (47) def Mentone (6) 
B – Semi Final –  
Sion (14) def by Gennazzano (28)

C – Qualifying Final -  
Sion (31) def MLC (9) 
C – Semi Final –  
Sion (14) def by OLMC (18)

D – Semi Final –  
Sion (27) def Genazzano (23) 
D – Grand Final –  
Sion (10) def by OLMC (39)

Round 5:  
A - Sion (41) def St Catherine’s (29) 
B - Sion (30) def St Catherine’s (0)  
C - Sion (30) def St Catherine’s (0)

Finals: 
A – Qualifying Final -  
Sion (20) def by Siena (35) 
A  - Preliminary Final –  
Sion (45) def Toorak (41)

B - Qualifying Final -  
Sion (29) def Siena (28) 
B – Semi-Final - 
Sion (32) def Star of the Sea (30) 
B – Grand Final –  
Sion (10) def by Gennazzano (43)

C – Semi Final –  
Sion (17) def by Sienna (25) 

Cricket Round 5: 
Junior Cricket – BYE

Final:  
Sion (65) def by Sacre Coeur (137)

 
House 
Coordinator – 
Jaclyn Taylor

2019 House Activities
It’s been an amazing year of House action with some old favourites: swimming, 
athletics, cheering, cupcakes, and some exciting, new events that included 
revamped Feast Days and House Music. These activities attracted many students and 
developed a strong sense of community spirit. 
I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank House Captains, the 
representatives, students and staff who have helped and contributed to the House 
Cup program in 2019. I really appreciate your participation and look forward to what 
2020 may bring! 
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Co-curricular News

Lucy Miotello
  

Rebecca Bennett
Social Justice Coordinators

The Social Justice Team has been busily working as the end of the school 
year approaches to finish off initiatives for 2019. They have been eagerly 
selling Alternate Gift Giving vouchers at lunchtimes to support the work 
of the Sisters of Our Lady of Sion. Their efforts have been fruitful, with a 
total of $524.00 raised to support the grassroots work of the Sisters in the 
Philippines with vulnerable communities.
We have once again been astounded by the generosity of students and 
families who have ensured a brighter Christmas for local families in need 
through our Christmas Hamper initiative. There are a number of baskets 
located in the Chapel overflowing with gifts, food and Christmas treats and 
we thank all who have donated for their kindness. These hampers will be 
passed on to the St Vincent de Paul Society for distribution.
We have also had a number of students participating in hands on initiatives. 
Year 9 students participated in their final packing day for Days For Girls, 
the organisation they have been supporting all year. Students assisted 
with sewing, overlocking, tracing and cutting different parts that make up 
reusable sanitary packs for girls in developing nations. The Year 9s are to be 
congratulated for their generosity of time throughout the year to support 
this wonderful cause and we thank the volunteers from the North Balwyn 
chapter of Days for Girls for facilitating the packing days.
On Tuesday night, we made our last visit to MITA detention centre with Year 
11 students Abby Merton and Caitlin Beer. It is wonderful to see a number 
of the Year 11 students engaging early in this Year 12 outreach program. 
We look forward to offering this experience to Year 12s again in 2020. Year 
10 students, Jordi Rizzo and Madeline Ballingall, also jumped in early and 
volunteered their time to assist with the Ozanam House Meals Program for 
a trial run for schools. With the success of this night, we are pleased to also 
be able to offer this experience to Year 11 students in 2020.

Give the gift that keeps giving HOPE
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Co-curricular News

 
Learning 
Resource Centre 
– Talei Valucava

With the end of 2019 approaching, students are encouraged to borrow for the 
holidays. To borrow as much as they can carry! 
It has been a great year of reading for all year levels, however, Year 7 has been quite 
superb at taking out the award for being the strongest borrowers and readers, with 7 
Gold being the Homeroom that has borrowed the most resources.
Overall, the most popular fiction books borrowed for 2019 are:
The Fault In Our Stars / John Green
Heir Of Fire / Sarah J. Maas
Once & Then / Morris Gleitzman
The Land Of Stories : The Wishing Spell / Chris Colfer; Brandon Dorman

The 100 / Kass Morgan
The Hunger Games / Suzanne Collins
The Land Of Stories : The Enchantress Returns / Chris Colfer; Brandon Dorman
Whisper / Lynette Noni
The Boy In The Striped Pyjamas / John Boyne; Oliver Jeffers
Five Feet Apart / Rachael Lippincott

Premiers Reading Challenge 2019

Huge congratulations to the 40 Year 7 to Year 10 students who completed the Victorian Premiers’ Reading 
Challenge this year. They were given a celebratory pizza lunch last Thursday. Their English teachers joined in, as did 
our Principal. For each of the year levels, the top reader received a $50.00 Dymocks voucher for their brilliant effort.
They were:
Year 7:   Tianna Duffin – 100 books
Year 8:  Taline Gaudion – 35 books
Year 9:  Pavit Kalsi – 100 books
Year 10:  Annie Squires – 30 books
Enjoy your Christmas and New Year break. Safe travels.



Parent News
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Private Bus Service - Our Lady of Sion College
Provided by Australiner

The College provides a dedicated private bus service, 
owned and operated by Australiner, offering exclusive 
use to Our Lady of Sion College students.
It offers:
•	 safe, comfortable and reliable service
•	 regular driver
•	 drop off / pick up at College gates
•	 'bus stop' as close as practicable to student's home 

address
•	 travels throughout Ringwood North, Park Orchards, 

Donvale, Doncaster East, Templestowe and 
Doncaster.

For further information and booking form, please  
click here, or contact Australiner directly:
Mr Peter Davine — Manager 
Australiner Operations 
P: 03 9543 1222 
E: australiner@bigpond.com

PLEASE NOTE
To ensure a seat for the 2020 school year you must 
complete the APPLICATION FOR A TICKET 2020 form  
and return it to Australiner no later than

5 December 2019

https://assets-global.website-files.com/5b2826a56966d7160e936811/5ddf2cfc28a747c15873a389_Australiner%20Bus%20Pack%202020%20.pdf
mailto:australiner%40bigpond.com?subject=Query
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