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Principal

This week we keep in our thoughts and 
prayers those within our country who have 
lost their lives, livelihood and property in the 
devastating fires in NSW and Queensland. 
While we understand that we live in a country 
which is prone to drought and bushfires, 
and we face the growing impact of climate 
change, nothing can prepare us for tragedies 
such as those we have witnessed this week. 
I wish to offer a prayer to all those affected 
by these catastrophic bushfires:

Our Lady of Sion College Newsletter 
2019 College Theme: Welcoming Each Other

God Almighty giver and sustainer of life,
For those whose homes have been threatened by fire,

We ask for your mercy.
For those whose lives have been threatened by flames,

We pray for your protection.
For those who have lost all their possessions,

We pray for your comfort.
For those whose health is impaired by smoke,

We pray for your healing.
Be with those who respond,

Keep safe firefighters, police and volunteers.
Make their efforts effective.

God in your mercy,
Hear our prayers.

Amen.
Congratulations to the cast, backstage crew, front of house student leaders 
and all staff who have worked so hard in recent months to bring to the 
College the wonderful performance of James and the Giant Peach that 
we enjoyed last week. Across all the performances, we were entertained 
by vivid costumes, creative stagecraft, wonderful performances and 
the extraordinarily giant peach constructed by our very talented staff. A 
particular thank you to Ms Alex Bleazby, Mrs Catherine Bennett and Ms 

Important Dates

Week B 

Monday, 18 November

Year 10 and 11 Exams
Tuesday, 19 November

STUDENT FREE DAY

Wednesday, 20 November

Year 10 and 11 Exam Feedback Day

VCAA Exams Finish

Pre-departure Information Evening 
for the Chinese, French and USA 
Partnership Program 
Theodore Staff Room, 7.00 pm

Sion First Concert,  
Miriam Theatre, 5.00 pm

Sion First Band 2020 Launch,  
Miriam Theatre, 7.00 pm
Thursday, 21 November

Smart Start Commences 
(concluding Wednesday, 27 
November)

Year 7 Spring Concert,  
Louise Humann Centre, 7.00 pm
Friday, 22 November

College Talk and Tour @ 9.30 am

Year 9 Days for Girls

Piano Soiree,  
Miriam Theatre, 4.30 pm

Year 12 Valedictory, MCG, 7. 00 pm

Week A 

See next page for Week A events

 
From the 
Principal –  
Tina 
Apostolopoulos

Our Lady of Sion College 
1065 Whitehorse Road 

Box Hill Vic 3128 
Ph: +61 3 9890 9097 

E:info@sion.catholic.edu.au
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Principal

Alice Dawes for their support over recent months as they prepared and 
rehearsed our students for the final major production for 2020.
This week on Monday evening, we formally welcomed the families of the 
168 students who will join the College as Year 7 students in 2020 at our 
Year 7 Information Evening. We hope they experienced the strong sense of 
community and supportive learning environment we work so hard to create 
to help each student learn and develop. At the end of the month, the 2020 
Year 7 students will join us for their Orientation Day where they will meet 
their Homeroom Teachers and Big Sisters who will help them settle into 
secondary school life.
Congratulations to our Year 10 and 11 students who started their end of 
year examinations this week. I hope this has been a positive experience 
for them to demonstrate their learning and attain valuable feedback next 
Wednesday during their Exam Feedback Day in preparation for their VCE 
Smart Start program which also begins next week. 
While many Year 12 students may have completed their examinations by 
now, we continue to support and pray for those students who will sit their 
final examinations next week. I look forward to celebrating with them and 
their families at our Valedictory Dinner on Friday, 22 November.
With every blessing for the fortnight ahead.

Tina Apostolopoulos 
College Principal

Important Dates
continued

Week A 

Monday, 25 November

Year 7-12 Booklists Due

Texts and Traditions Study Tour 
Information Evening, 7.00 pm
Wednesday, 27 November

Sion One Day – Year 7 2020 
Students, 9.00 am-11.00 am

Year 8-12 New Students 2020 
Induction, 12.00 pm – 1.30 pm
Thursday, 28 November

Final Day for Year 10 and Year 11 
Students

Whole School Final Eucharist and 
Awards Ceremony
Friday, 29 November

Year 7, 2020 Orientation Day
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Deputy Principal
Earlier this week, we held the Year 7 Parent 
Information Evening for girls arriving here 
in 2020. The following day, a relatively new 
member of staff asked me, “Who ran the 
evening?”
“Some of our current Year 7s,” I replied.
The staff member seemed surprised. I 
sensed she felt how wonderful it was that 
we would have such confidence in our 
young girls and allow them to take such 
leadership.

 
Faith and Mission 
– John McInerney 

Personally, I’m not surprised at all. I believe that’s what we’re called to do 
here at Our Lady of Sion College. Our College Vision Statement says that 
we are, “Sowing seeds of hope, uncovering excellence within and inspiring 
a commitment to justice.” 
As part of the prayer at the Information Evening, we had some symbols 
representing what we stand for as a College. One was the College hat – 
where we prayed:  

As Daughters of Sion, we follow in the way of the first  
Sisters of Our Lady of Sion, women who, through their  
example, illustrate the truth of what we are called to do  

with our lives. 
It also reminds us of our belonging to the Sion community  

and how we welcome each other.
Hopefully we are not educating girls in our College to sit back and let 
others do the thinking, the creating, the leading. It is through active 
participation in school life, being willing to take risks and be challenged, 
being open to growth, and saying “Yes” to leadership positions that they 
will inherit the tradition of the Church and the Sisters of Our Lady of Sion, 
which calls them to actively seek to transform the world.

Rest in Peace
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Deputy Principal
In the past week, students in Years 10 
and Year 11 have been undertaking their 
end of semester examinations after which 
students will commence Smart Start. Letters 
have been emailed to parents of current 
Year 10 and Year 11 students outlining the 
requirements and expectations of Smart 
Start in preparation for VCE studies in 
2020.

Year 7 Horizons Project

It is with much excitement that we will be 
introducing a new program for current 
Year 7 students from Monday 2 December- 
Wednesday 4 December. The Horizons 

 
Learning and 
Teaching –  
Michelle Rangelov

program engages students through an integrated project that fosters the 
skills of design thinking. I encourage parents to speak to their daughters 
about their project during those days and I look forward to the innovative 
ideas that this project will generate.

Academic Awards and Colours - Years 7-11

In the coming weeks, there is much planning for the Awards Assembly 
on Thursday 28 November and the Night of Excellence on Thursday 5 
December. In order to plan for the academic awards, results for assessment 
tasks contributing to academic awards close on Thursday 21 November. 
Learning programs will continue with assessments after this date 
contributing to Semester 2 Academic Reports.

Booklists 2020

Booklists for 2020 are now available through the Campion link on the 
SEQTA Engage landing page.
I wish all our students a productive fortnight ahead. 

Key Dates - Booklists 2020

25 November  Year 7-12 2020 Booklists due
16 December  Year 7-12 Booklist Collection at the College

Please also note that uncollected book packs will be returned to Campion and will not be available at the 
College after the relevant Collection date.
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Deputy Principal
Growing up, like the rest of life, can 
have its problems. All students have 
typical struggles and conflicts with 
friends and family members, as well as 
disappointments and frustrations when life 
doesn't go their way.  
Research shows that the key to 
overcoming life's hurdles is resilience. 
Resilience involves behaviours, thoughts 
and actions that can be learned, 
developed and strengthened to increase 
the ability to bounce back from difficult 
experiences.

Martin Seligman, researcher, psychologist and author of The Optimistic Child, 
has argued that the current generation of young people is less resilient and 
less able to cope emotionally with life and 'bounce back' from adversity 
compared to young people of earlier generations. Seligman attributes this to 
parents in the last 25 or so years being over-protective of their children and 
focusing too much on trying to make their children happy and developing 
self-esteem, and not enough on teaching them to cope with hard times. 
In a society that is sometimes fraught with dangerous temptations and 
instability, is it no wonder that as parents we have all probably been guilty of 
the above. But despite the best of intentions, have we poorly equipped our 
children to handle the challenges of life?
Our challenge, therefore, is to discover ways in which families and schools 
can work together to build greater family and community support for young 
people. The road to developing resilience is a lifelong journey. Working 
collaboratively to develop resilience is time well invested as resilience 
produces stronger individuals who are better able to weather whatever life 
brings.   
While promoting resilience can be achieved in classroom practices, there are 
several ways parents can continue to support and cultivate approaches and 
habits that encourage resilience.  Some of these include:
1. Keeping things in perspective and maintaining a hopeful outlook
2. Nurturing a positive self view and attitude 
3. Making connections
4. Looking for opportunities for self-discovery
5. Moving towards the achievement of goals
6. Accepting that change is a part of living.

For example, when your daughter is confronted with something that she 
perceives to be stressful, help her look at the situation in a broader context 
and keep a long-term perspective.  Help her see that there is a future beyond 
the current situation.  
An optimistic and positive outlook can empower her to see the good things 
in life and enable her to persist even in times of adversity or hardship. Remind 
her of occasions in the past when she has successfully handled hardships and 
then guide her to an understanding that these past challenges can help her 
build the strength to cope with future challenges.

 

Student Wellbeing 
– Christine Kralj
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Year Level News

 
College 
Psychologist –  
Sophia Stagnitta

Schoolies
Our Year 12 girls are well into their final VCE 
exams and shortly they will be celebrating the 
completion of their secondary schooling. 
Each year, thousands of Year 12 students 
head off to schoolies to celebrate this 
milestone. Whilst some are travelling only 
an hour or so away, a lot of girls are heading 
interstate or even overseas. 
Although this is an exciting time for students, 
it can be a time of mixed emotions for 
parents. It’s normal to be a bit worried with 
your daughter heading to schoolies, so I’ve 
put together some information and resources 
that may help you.

I would suggest that you sit down with your daughter and have a discussion (or another discussion) about how to 
stay safe while they’re away. You may wish to discuss:
•	 How and when they will communicate with you
•	 Who they are going with, and some contact information for their friends, in case you need to contact them
•	 What they plan on doing – any day trips or tickets they have to functions/festivals etc
•	 Staying safe – including an honest conversation about drugs and alcohol, and looking out for their friends
•	 What to do in the case of an emergency.
The Queensland Government has put together a few short videos for parents which are worth viewing – please find 
these by clicking on the link below:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk_QkSo37uizYY3hQtTwvjA/videos 
The Queensland Government has also put together a checklist which you can see here: https://www.schoolies.qld.
gov.au/resources/schoolies/parents-checklist.pdf as well as some general info:
https://www.schoolies.com/blog/schoolies-info-for-parents
Some information from DrinkWise on schoolies can be found in the following link: https://drinkwise.org.au/
parents/surviving-schoolies-how-to-keep-your-teen-safe/#
There are a lot of resources with important information for parents and also some tips and advice to get through 
the next couple of weeks. Please find these below:
•	 https://positivechoices.org.au/parents/schoolies-leavers-week-what-parents-can-do
•	 https://www.schoolies.com/cache/Parents-Guide-Schoolies-Information-Booklet.pdf
•	 https://redfrogs.com.au/programs/schoolies/information-for-parents/parent-faqs-for-schoolies
There is a 24 hour, 7 day a week Schoolies Hotline that is available for students and parents: 
13 QGOV (13 74 68)
If you have any concerns or would like to discuss any of this further, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with a 
member of the Counselling Team.

Careers at OLSC
Let the beauty we love be what we do 
Rumi (Scholar)
Students and families can find the Fortnightly Careers newsletter at: www.olsccareers.
com/?page=newsletter<http://www.olsccareers.com/?page=newsletter>.  
In this fortnight's newsletter there is information relating to:
• Upcoming Events – Swinburne Information sessions, VTAC key dates reminder, 

Accessing your results, Year 12 Change of Preference
• Career in the Spotlight – Careers in Water
• Things to Consider – 2020 VCE Summer School Programs, ANU Tuckwell 

Scholarship Program
• Research ideas – Times Higher Education University Rankings

Careers and 
Pathways –  
Brooke O’Hara
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Year Level News
The Year 7s have been working hard in all areas of College life over the past fortnight. 
They have been busy not only with their studies but completed geography field work 
at the Eastern Treatment Plant, listened to Mark Balla from Operation Toilets for whom 
the Year 7s raised money earlier this year, and participated in a Music excursion 
and incursion. Here are a few reflections from our students about their most recent 
eduactional experiences:

Eastern Treatment Plant

Once we got over the smell (which wasn’t that bad) we found it a valuable learning 
experience and understand how we can be more sustainable with our water usage 
in the future. We can also appreciate how much effort and energy goes into creating 
recycled water and why we should use this more. 
Isabella Brown 

 
 
Year 7 
Michelle Arnold

Operation Toilets speaker 

I learnt that 96.5% of schools in India have toilets but only 69% of them work. This made me feel sad that kids my 
age don’t have access to basic necessities. I felt really proud that our Year 7 level raised money for this wonderful 
organisation. 
Aly Carman 

Music Excursion 

Strings Session
We had the opportunity to share our skills and show what we have learnt throughout the year. Andrea shared with us 
some tips on how to improve our technique and the qualities you need to play a strings instrument. 
Hannah Bartholomeusz
Voice Session
I enjoyed learning new techniques in regards to voice and how to sing properly by using good posture to support 
myself. I was also able to meet new people who enjoy singing as much as I do. 
Kiara Savige 
Band Session
I enjoyed watching the other school bands perform and observing their skills. I also learnt a lot from the conductor 
who provided us with practical feedback. It was a fun experience. 
Sofia Marchionno 
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Year Level News
Year 8 Camp

Outdoor education is an integral part of 
our curriculum and this week the Year 8s 
participated in a three day camp where they 
enjoyed a range of fun, water and land based 
activities. With a new venue at Lake Dewar 
Lodge, and an enhanced program, the girls 
developed their teamwork, communication 
and leadership skills building resilience and 
fostering a sense of achievement. 
Camp was an amazing opportunity that 
helped us to gain independence, develop 

 
 
Year 8 
Jordyn Frood

essential relationship skills, connect with nature and get out of our comfort 
zones. Lake Dewar Lodge, near Bacchus Marsh, was a safe place for us to be 
outside and explore the natural world. We were able to develop many life 
skills and be challenged by a variety of fun activities including Camp Out, 
the Dual Flying Fox, Stand-up Paddle Boarding and many more. The Camp 
Out was my favourite part of the whole camp and involved sleeping in tents, 
cooking our own dinner for the night, and participating in night activities. It 
was very scary at the start, but with the help of each other and our teachers, 
it was the best day of the camp. 
Other highlights for me included the opportunity to interact with friends 
face to face rather than through a device, make new friends, develop 
communication, collaboration, creativity, leadership, social and problem 
solving skills, and gain confidence knowing that I can take better care of 
myself. 
I would like to thank all of our teachers who attended the Year 8 camp with 
us and helped us to build so many important life skills. Also, I wish to thank 
the YMCA staff who welcomed us with much energy and excitement.  
Sara Deeb, Year 8 White
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Year Level News
Ayin
Mind, Body, Soul Day

Over the past four weeks, our Year 9 students 
have been studying ways to nurture their 
whole selves in our Mind, Body, Soul unit. 
This has included exploring emotional 
intelligence, understanding individual 
learning and personality types, practising 
mindfulness and meditation techniques, 
discussing the physical and emotional 
benefits of an active lifestyle, and more. 
The unit culminates in a dedicated Mind, 
Body, Soul Day that will take place on 

 
Year 7–10 
Discovery 
Learning Leader 
Rebecca Bennett

Monday 2 December and will see the girls participate in a range of 
workshops that aim to assist the students in their pursuit of health and 
wellbeing. The Ayin staff look forward to sharing this day with the students.

 
Year 10 –  
Paul Kerr

Duke of Edinburgh's  
Recognition Award

This week, Our Lady of Sion College 
received a Certificate of Recognition from 
the Duke of Edinburgh's International Award 
Australia at its 60th Anniversary Recognition 
Ceremony held at the Melbourne Town Hall. 
Over the last two years, our Year 9 and 
10 students have had the opportunity to 
undertake personal challenges and stretch 
their limits through Voluntary Service, 
Skill, Physical Recreation and Adventurous 

Journey to achieve their Bronze Award. In presenting the Award, the 
following acknowledgement was made:
Our Lady of Sion is a more recent success story. Whilst they have offered the 
award for almost a decade, over the past two years they have more deeply 
integrated the Award in their school. With this enhanced support, access 
to this Award increased and as a result, participation has tripled to almost 
150 participants per year allowing more students to benefit. Adding to the 
success of their flourishing program, OLSC runs the Award in conjunction 
with their AYIN program which is specifically tailored to respond to the 
needs of their learners, aiding students to find the confidence to explore 
the world beyond the classroom and to prepare them for an increasingly 
complex world.
I would like to acknowledge the dedication of Mrs Anderson, the AYIN 
and many other Sion teachers who each year support our Year 9 and 10 
students to achieve this recognition. I also congratulate our students for 
accepting the challenges placed before them and working to develop 
attributes and skills which will prepare them for life.
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Learning Area News

Lucy Miotello
  

Rebecca Bennett
Social Justice Coordinators

Donations can be taken at any time to be put in the baskets located in the College Chapel, with final collections on 
Wednesday 27 November. The hampers are then passed on to our local St Vincent de Paul Society members for 
distribution to families. Thank you in advance for your kind support of this project. 

Annual Christmas Hamper project

Our annual Christmas Hamper project has been 
launched to our staff and students in preparation 
for donations to come in over the final weeks of 
the school year. This project sees each Homeroom 
allocated the genders and ages of a family in the local 
community who are in need and whose Christmas 
will be made a little merrier thanks to the generosity 
of the Sion community. Students are encouraged to 
consider items that are suitable for the family, such as 
gifts and Christmas foods and decorations. 

 
Arts – 
Natasha Borg

We are very proud of our 2019 
Art Reps whose artwork has 
been announced as a winner 
for the 2020 National Catholic 
Education Conference, themed: 
The Future is Listening. This event 
will be held at the Melbourne 
Convention and Exhibition Centre 
from 6–9 September 2020.
The piece titled Connections 
depicts our College theme of 
Welcoming Each Other. The 
hands in the artwork are all 
connected representing the close 
bond and connection we have 
with each other as students and 
staff of the College as well as the 
greater community.

It also serves as a reminder of our 
Catholic social teachings and the 
social justice activities our school 
encourages us to become involved 
in; to reach out and connect with 
those around us, to build strong 
connections and understanding. 
Amy Coffey, Isabel Gallagher of Year 
7, Avalee Scafidi, Chloe Li of Year 8, 
Alexis Nash, Charlotte Dyer of Year 
9, Monique Pulvirenti, Judy Lin of 
Year 10, Victoria Quach, Vanessa 
Corigliano of Year 11 and Tiana 
Guzzardi of Year 12 are all to be 
congratulated on their work. 

The Arts News 



The Arts News

11 Our Lady of Sion College Newsletter | Edition 16, 18 October 2019

 
 
Music –  
Martin Macaulay

Upcoming Music Dates
•	 Wednesday 20 November: Sion First Band 2019 End-Of-Year Concert 
       (5.00 pm Miriam Theatre)
•	 Wednesday 20 November: Sion First Band 2020 Information Evening 

and Try-out Night (7.00 pm Miriam Theatre)
•	 Thursday 21 November: Year 7 Spring Music Concert (7.00 pm LHC)
•	 Thursday 5 December: Night of Excellence (7.00 pm LHC)

Year 7 Musicians in Full Flight

On Monday 11 November, all Year 7 students 
were involved in a great day of music making. The 
Year 7 Junior Strings enjoyed a workshop with 
string specialist Ms Andrea Keeble, who directed 
the girls through ensemble and improvisation 
strategies, the Alexander Technique and even 
some meditation exercises. 
The Year 7 Singers participated in a range of 
activities with Mr Mark Puddy (from the Australian 
Girls’ Choir) and our own Mrs Jones. They worked 
on improving the sound of the group, learning 
some wonderful new part-songs and performing 
a piece that Mr Puddy had composed. At the 
same time, the 110 girls in the two Concert 
Bands travelled to Hawthorn to participate in the 
Victorian Schools Music Festival. There, the girls 
performed their band pieces, had an on-stage 
tutorial with Dr Rob McWilliams and were part of 
an audience to listen to other schools.

Instrumental Music 2020 Applications 
Now Open

I am delighted to invite all families to enrol/
re-enrol their daughter in private instrumental 
music lessons for 2020. Please view our digital 
information brochure which outlines the vast 
availability of instrumental lessons we offer. A link 
to the online enrolment form is contained within 
our brochure and can also be accessed directly 
via: https://forms.gle/zAr4k9jLNCYZyPxu9
We would appreciate current students re-enrolling 
by the cut-off date, which is 18 November 2019 (at 
the latest).

Year 7 Spring Music Concert - 
Thursday 21 November, 7 pm

We are very much looking forward to the Year 7 
Spring Music Concert, which will be held in the 
LHC on Thursday 21 November at 7.00 pm. All 
Year 7 ensembles and sectional groups will be 
performing to showcase the excellent work they 
have been doing throughout the entire year. 
Tickets are free (maximum of three per family) but 
need to be booked at https://www.trybooking.
com/BFYEV. 
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James and the Giant Peach will be a Junior play to remember! Over three nights, 
our cast and crew created the magical world of James and his insect friends. This 
show had some spectacular sets and costumes to boast and our audiences loved the 
colourful characters presented.
Our principal performers were brilliant in their roles! The ensemble scenes were 
a highlight with glowing crocodile tongues under the UV lights and a band of 
beautiful sea creatures. Our crew were like stealthy ninjas skillfully pulling the 
performance together.
Four senior students, Olivia Brolese, Megan Green, Paris Mansell and Elizabeth 
Wienberg offered their assistance backstage in the lead up and on the evenings of 
the performance. These students were excellent role models for the Junior cast.  

 
Drama –  
Alex Bleazby

Aside from the play, we featured two sketches in between the action. These four girls delighted the audiences with 
very fast paced and witty banter allowing them to show off some different characters and the varied skills of our 
girls.
As a production team, we were so impressed with both the cast and crew in the way they brought this magical tale 
to life with such commitment and enthusiasm. One of the best parts of any production is seeing the new bonds 
that are formed between the girls, across different classes and year levels. Being part of any production is always a 
wonderful opportunity to make new friends and this was certainly the case with all involved in James and the Giant 
Peach.
Thank you to all of those staff members, students and parents who offered assistance in a multitude of ways, 
without this support the opportunities wouldn’t be possible for the girls.
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Co-curricular News

 
 

Head of Sport –  
Katrina Gurciullo

Weekly Sport Results 

Junior Intermediate Senior

Basketball

 

Round 3: 31/10/19

Basketball A - Sion (27) 
defeated Melbourne (8) 
Basketball B - Sion (23) 
defeated Melbourne (2) 
Basketball C - Melbourne 
Forfeit 
Basketball D - Sion (34) 
defeated Melbourne (3)

Round 3: 30/10/19

Inter A Basketball - Sion (34) 
defeated PLC (13) 
Inter B Basketball - Sion (42) 
defeated PLC (12) 
Inter C Basketball - Sion (23) 
defeated PLC (6)

GSV Finals: 30/10/19

Semi Final: Sion (35) defeated 
by Loreto (63) 
Runner-Up Final: Sion (35) 
defeated by Strathcona (44)

Round 4: 7/11/19

Basketball A - Sion (25) 
defeated Fintona (18) 
Basketball B - Sion (35) 
defeated Fintona (5) 
Basketball C - Sion (32) 
defeated Fintona (2) 
Basketball D – Match 
Abandoned

Round 4: 6/11/19

Inter A Basketball - Sion (28) 
defeated Lauriston (19) 
Inter B Basketball - Sion (24) 
defeated Lauriston (7) 
Inter C Basketball - Sion (19) 
defeated Lauriston (18)

Cricket Round 3: 31/10/19

Sion (111) defeated St. 
Margaret’s (20)

Round 4: 7/11/19

Sion (53) defeated OLMC (41)

Senior Basketball

Congratulations to our Senior Basketballers and coach Mr. Canning. They went 
through their zone undefeated and whilst they were not able to come home with 
the Premiership, they had a fantastic season. Well done on reaching the finals, girls!

GSV Term 1 Weekly Sport 2020

A reminder that the following trials will be occurring for Term 1 2020 over the next 
few weeks:
2020 Intermediate Term 1 Weekly Sport trials (current Year 8 and 9 students)
Friday 15 November, lunch time 
Monday 18 November, after school (3.30 – 4.45 pm)
2020 Junior Term 1 Weekly Sport trials (current Year 7 students)
Tuesday 26 November, after school (3.30 – 4.45 pm) 
Tuesday 3 December, after school (3.30 – 4.45 pm)

Sports Star of the Week
Kristen Bertoldi, 10 Red
Kristen is an exemplary role model for all students. Her commitment and 
dedication to all things Sport is outstanding. She is someone who always 
does the little things and takes pride in her actions. 

Kristen is currently a part of the GSV Intermediate A Basketball team and 
has excelled in all matches where her team is currently undefeated. She 
also attends Sports Academy trainings on Friday mornings to improve her 
personal fitness.

Keep up the good work and fantastic attitude Kristen!
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Lucy Miotello
  

Rebecca Bennett
Social Justice Coordinators

Alternative Gift Giving Project

The annual Alternate Gift Giving Project is back and has been launched to the Sion community. The project aims 
to raise much needed funds for the work that the Sisters of Our Lady of Sion are doing for those in need in the 
Philippines. Here, the Sisters live alongside the people they serve, supporting the rights of women and working 
to end discrimination through empowerment projects including: self-employment via micro financing, education, 
housing, and community development. The Sisters also provide legal support and advocacy for those evicted from 
their land and in villages decimated by the mining companies.
Vouchers can be purchased every Friday lunchtime during Term 4 in the Piazza for the following items:
•	 $5 – will provide a shovel for a farmer to help create a sustainable living
•	 $10 – will provide a family of six rice meals for a week
•	 $15 – will send a child to primary school for a whole year, giving them the best opportunity to make a great start 

to life 
•	 $20 – will provide funding for students to continue their high school education and build on their future 

prospects

All money raised goes directly to the grassroots work that the Sisters are doing for the most vulnerable people in 
the Philippines. Vouchers make for great gifts for hard-to-buy-for people and those who already have so much in 
the lead up to the Advent season. 

Give the gift that keeps giving HOPE
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Community News 
OUR LADY OF THE PINES 
New school buildings and grounds 
redevelopment opening and blessing 
Sunday 24 November 
 

We are inviting all 
current and past 
parents, students, staff, 
parishioners and 
leaders to our Parish 
Mass on Sunday 24 
November.  
 
This Mass will be a 
celebration of our new 
school buildings and 
ground redevelopment 
as well as our 40 year 

Anniversary celebration of the opening of Our Lady of 
the Pines (OLOP) in 1978.   
 
All students will be involved at the end of the Mass with 
a song as well as a presentation in the Church on our 40 
years at OLOP.  
 
Following Mass there will be a sausage sizzle run by our 
Board and parents as well as a tour and explanations of 
our new and refurbished facilities.  We are inviting and 
asking all parishioners, families and students to attend.  
 
Kind regards 
 
Brendan Keeling 
Principal 


