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Principal

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
office bearers of our 2019 Parents' Association 
and all those parents/guardians who have 
supported them in their generous contribution 
to the life of our school this year. At Our Lady 
of Sion, the role of the Parents' Association is 
not to fundraise but to support the College in 
building community and the family spirit that 
supports the Charism of the Sisters of Our 
Lady of Sion. This year, as in previous years, 
they welcomed Year 7 families at a morning tea 
on the first day of school, organised the Year 
7 Meet and Greet social evening and catered 
for the Year 7 Eucharist. They were a pivotal 

Our Lady of Sion College Newsletter 
2019 College Theme: Welcoming Each Other

presence on Open Day, our Significant Breakfasts, and in the organisation 
of the Parent Forum and the presentation by the Butterfly Foundation 
on eating disorders. More recently, the record number of parents who 
came to wrap the Sion roses for our Year 12 students and serve at their 
final breakfast was testament to their commitment to our students. Next 
month at our Night of Excellence, they will present the Louise Humann 
award to a student who has exhibited a love of learning and commitment 
to the College. I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank our 
outgoing President, Adele Pasquini and outgoing Treasurer, Jackie Getson. 
Their dedication and passion for the leadership roles they have undertaken, 
not only in 2019 but in recent years, are greatly appreciated. Thank you also 
to our Vice President Mrs Debbie Hamshaw who earlier this year concluded 
her time as Vice President after many years of committed service. Finally, 
congratulations and thank you to our newly elected parents for the great 
work they will undertake in the next twelve months:
 President:  Vesna Wirth
 Vice President:  Vicky Burgio
 Treasurer:  Melanie Hosie
 Secretary:  Caroline Athy
Last week at the Our Lady of Sion Creative Arts and Technologies 
Exhibition, parents/guardians and their families enjoyed the opportunity 
to see what their daughters have undertaken in their arts and technologies 
classes this year. The Notre Dame Centre was a feast of visual encounters 
with each art/technology student exhibiting at least one piece.  Year 7 – 
12 students are to be congratulated for the very high standard of work 
they have created this year. Our gratitude is also extended to the Arts and Our Lady of Sion College 

1065 Whitehorse Road 
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Important Dates

Week B

Monday 4 November

Correction Day (Student Free)
Tuesday 5 November

Melbourne Cup (Public Holiday)
Thursday 7 November

Junior Play – James and The Giant 
Peach, Miriam Theatre, 7.00 pm
Friday 8 November

Junior Play – James and The Giant 
Peach, Miriam Theatre, 7.00 pm
Saturday 9 November

Junior Play – James and The Giant 
Peach, Miriam Theatre, 7.00 pm

Week A 

Monday 11 November

Year 10 and 11 exams commence 
(concluding Monday 18 November)

Year 8 Camp (returning Wednesday)

Year 7 2020 Information Evening 
LHC, 7.00 pm

 
From the 
Principal –  
Tina 
Apostolopoulos

mailto:info%40sion.catholic.edu.au?subject=
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Technologies teachers who support students to develop their critical and 
creative thinking skills – attributes which are so important in our world 
today. Thank you to Ms Natasha Borg (Arts Learning Leader) and Mrs Dale 
Hunter (Technologies Learning Leader) for the leadership of their teams 
and for supporting our students to enjoy this very successful exhibition of 
outstanding work.
Another opportunity to witness creativity and a high standard of work 
presents itself next week when the Years 7 – 9 students showcase James 
and the Giant Peach. This year’s Junior Play is going to be a showstopper 
if the preview opportunities are anything to go by. I encourage all parents/
guardians and students to support the Junior Play by securing last minute 
tickets via trybooking over this weekend. Please come along and support 
our very talented students and dedicated teachers who have been working 
tirelessly over a number of months.
Last Friday, our College Vocal Ensemble (CVE) students accompanied 
by voice teacher Mrs Janine Jones, Mr McInerney and Mr Macaulay were 
honoured to sing at the Catholic Education Melbourne Staff Eucharist. 
Congratulations to CVE who have shared their gift of song so many times 
this year, not only within our school community but also with the broader 
community. 
We continue to support and pray for the Year 12 and Year 11 students 
undertaking the VCAA written examinations which began on Wednesday. 
The next three weeks will be an important time for senior students as they 
complete their final external assessments. I encourage them to continue to 
complete practice exams and to seek the advice of their teachers during 
this time. We also wish our Year 10 and 11 students all the very best as they 
prepare for their examinations which begin on Monday 11 November.
This week, Year 9 students enjoyed their first social hosted by Whitefriars 
College and our Year 8 students are undertaking preparations for their 
upcoming Year 8 Camp. Each term brings its own opportunities for 
students, staff and parents/guardians to engage in College life and support 
each other to truly flourish. Term 4 is no exception and I wish everyone 
every blessing for the fortnight ahead.
Tina Apostolopoulos 
College Principal

http://trybooking.com/BELUO
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Deputy Principal
There is a beautiful story found in Luke’s 
Gospel (17:11-19) where Jesus cleanses 
ten lepers: 
On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus was going 
through the region between Samaria and 
Galilee. As he entered a village, ten lepers 
approached him. Keeping their distance, 
they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, 
have mercy on us!”. When he saw them, 
he said to them, “Go and show yourselves 
to the priests”. And as they went, they 
were made clean. Then one of them, 
when he saw that he was healed, turned 

 
Faith and Mission 
– John McInerney 

back, praising God with a loud voice. He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet 
and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten 
made clean? But the other nine, where are they? Was none of them found 
to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” Then he said to him, 
“Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well.”
It is a story about great faith – but it’s also a lovely story of appreciation and 
saying thanks.
Last Friday, our College Vocal Ensemble (CVE) were invited to sing at the 
Catholic Education Melbourne (CEM) Mass for their staff mass. They used 
their God given gifts and talents to sing so beautifully and so many CEM 
staff came and thanked them afterwards. (One CEM staff member sent us 
an email on Monday stating that it was the best singing she had ever heard 
at a mass in all of her 20 years attending!).
After the Mass, our girls were invited by staff for lunch. Before leaving, our 
girls stacked up their dishes and then one girl grabbed a large piece of 
paper and texta and wrote a message back to CEM. It simply said, “Thank 
you.” And then all of our girls signed it and they left it there!

Australian Catholic Youth Festival 2019

In December this year, Year 10 students, Alessia Campagna and Jordin 
Rizzo, will be attending the Australian Catholic Youth Festival in Perth, along 
with eleven other Year 10 students and teachers. Recently, our College 
Captains Sally Collins and Grace Hartman, who attended the Festival in 
2017 in Sydney, spoke to Alessia and Jordin about their overwhelmingly 
positive experience. Click here to read the full article as featured in the 
Catholic Education Melbourne magazine and on the Catholic Education 
Melbourne website.

Reflection – National Prayer Campaign for Drought

The Catholic Church in Australia is dedicating the month of November 
as a time to pray for those affected by crippling drought conditions and 
to pray for the gift of rain. Parishes, schools, families and other Catholic 
communities across the country are being encouraged to participate in the 
National Prayer Campaign for Drought, which also invites people to provide 
assistance to those most in need. For resources and information visit the 
website.

In Remembrance
Our particular thoughts and prayers go to Molly Brown (11 Gold), Poppy Nation (9 Red), 
Niquita (8 Silver) and Natalya Barry (7 Blue), and Isabel Sylaidos (8 White), whose  
grandfathers passed away recently.

We remember Molly, Poppy, Niquita, Natalya, Isabel and their families in a special way at  
this sad time.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and may your perpetual light shine upon them.  
May their souls and the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace, Amen. Rest in Peace

Alessia Campagna, 
10 Silver

Jordin Rizzo 
10 White

https://www.cem.edu.au/News-Events/September-2019/Dont-be-afraid-to-sing.aspx
https://www.catholic.org.au/drought
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With the VCAA Unit 3/4 examinations 
underway this week, an exciting 
time of year is upon us. As a student 
myself, I tried to see examinations 
as an opportunity to demonstrate 
what I knew and the skills I had 
developed rather than an experience 
to be feared. I am mindful that 
was some decades ago and the 
demands on students to achieve 
are very different now. I hope that, 
despite this, students find moments 
of joy and self-fulfilment when 
preparing for examinations at any 
level and celebrate their personal 

 
Learning and 
Teaching –  
Michelle Rangelov

achievements and, just as importantly, their growth. My hope is that 
all students can look back at themselves as learners at the start of 
the year and see how they have deepened their knowledge and 
developed their skills.
In the past fortnight, students have been receiving their subject 
confirmation for 2020. As mentioned before, this is a complex 
process that determines timetabling and staffing for 2020 and 
I thank students and parents for their patience. I know it is very 
exciting to begin planning and thinking about new subjects. 
Booklists for 2020 are now available through the Campion link on 
the SEQTA Engage landing page.

Key Dates – Booklists 2020

25 November  Year 7-12 2020 Booklists due
16 December  Year 7-12 Booklist collection at the College

Colours – Year 7-11

Year 7-11 Colours are now closed. Students are to check their 
Colours Points through SEQTA Learn. If students have any queries 
about their Colours Points, they are to email the following staff. 
Please note that applications for review of points close at 4pm on 
Friday 8 November.
Visual Arts Natasha Borg 
and Drama nborg@sion.catholic.edu.au 
Music Marty Macaulay   
 mmacaulay@sion.catholic.edu.au
Community Spirit Christine Kralj  

ckralj@sion.catholic.edu.au
House Jaclyn Taylor  

jtaylor@sion.catholic.edu.au
Sport Katrina Gurciullo  

kgurciullo@sion.catholic.edu.au
Students who attain Colours in 2019 will be presented with their 
Colours either at the Awards Ceremony on Thursday 28 November 
or at our annual Night of Excellence on Thursday 5 December at 
7pm. Please note that students/parents will be notified if they are to 
be presented at these events.
I wish all our students a productive fortnight ahead. 

mailto:nborg@sion.catholic.edu.au
mailto:ckralj@sion.catholic.edu.au
mailto:jtaylor@sion.catholic.edu.au
mailto:kgurciullo@sion.catholic.edu.au
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Deputy Principal
Un-Social Media

Social Media sites and Apps such as 
Instagram and Snapchat are extremely 
popular with our students as a medium 
for social interaction.  Both can be fun and 
engaging ways to keep in contact with 
friends (especially from other schools) 
and family, and enable young people to 
join groups that share a common interest 
or view – that’s the good news! But the 
other side of the coin is that unsupervised 
interaction between young people can 
deteriorate into slanging matches full of 

vulgar and intimidating language.  It is not uncommon for the online talk/
behaviour to be much tougher/riskier than what would be said in public. 
A different risk is from unwanted online attention and a new entry into 
the Apps market, YOLO, can place students is this situation. YOLO lets 
you receive anonymous questions from your Snapchat followers. After 
connecting your YOLO App with Snapchat, students will start to receive 
anonymous questions from Snapchat followers.  It is of no surprise that this 
App is currently resulting in students being asked inappropriate or hurtful 
questions.
So why does this occur?
One contributing reason is that adolescents feel safe at home surrounded 
by familiar spaces and family close by - they know they are physically 
protected.   The risk of ‘real life’ consequences for their behaviour is 
unlikely.  Flirting, while still being misinterpreted, cannot be taken to a 
physical level.
While they wouldn’t readily give out personal information face to face to a 
stranger, some students willingly post their contact information and name 
of school. They believe that they can also get to know someone online but 
they need to understand that what is socially acceptable applies as much 
online as it does in face to face 'real life' situations.  Another concern is 
the way that some young people put themselves in harm’s way by posting 
or sending explicit photos of themselves or others without much thought 
about the message they are sending about themselves and their values.
Increasingly schools are asked to intervene between students who have 
posted inappropriate material. This behaviour nearly always occurs out 
of school time and in the student’s own home.  Parents/Guardians are 
reminded that, at times, schools have limited ability to set consequences 
for messages sent from home.  If parents/guardians would like to discuss 
a concern that they have around their daughter and a negative impact of 
social media, I would encourage them to call the College and speak to a 
Wellbeing and Growth Leader or myself.

 

Student Wellbeing 
– Christine Kralj
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The Year 8 camp is quickly approaching and the Year 8 team is busy preparing your 
daughters for the exciting experience they will undertake at Lake Dewar Lodge. In 
preparation for camp, I would like to ask parents and guardians to take the time to 
discuss friendship changes with their daughters. Camp is an opportunity for personal 
growth and creating new friendships with Homeroom members and other students. It 
is important for your daughter to know that it is acceptable to be friends with different 
types of people. 
In the lead up to camp, the Homeroom team and myself will be discussing with the 
Year 8s the importance of growing and developing new friendships, allowing this to 
happen and not stopping or singling out current friends who are doing this. We would 
really appreciate your support in communicating this to your daughter. 

 
 
Year 8 
Jordyn Frood

Please also keep an eye out in your daughter's emails for an updated camp ‘What to bring’ list with a few 
extra items to consider. 
Finally, congratulations to the 96 students who applied for a leadership position for next year. What an 
extraordinary effort and this speaks volumes about their passion and drive. The recipients will be announced in the 
coming weeks. 

As Term 4 is flying, the Year 7s are heading 
into their busy assessment period of the term. 
As such, I would like to remind parents to help 
support their daughters during this time by 
having conversations with them around their 
learning and what tasks they are currently 
completing. Students can often find this time 
overwhelming and need a little guidance to 
see what they need to do or show that they are 
on track. Here are some tips to help support 
your daughter at home:

 
 
Year 7 
Michelle Arnold

•	 Be present when homework is being done - you don't have to sit with 
her but being around can help settle your daughter or provide her with 
the ability to ask for help. 

•	 If your daughter is stuck, ask her to explain what she has done so far - 
talking can often get her back on track. 

•	 Help her to put a plan in place if she can’t do a task, such as helping her 
to draft an email to her teacher stating what she has done and where 
she is stuck so that her teacher can go over it in the next lesson. Once 
this is done, help her to move to the next task. 

•	 Remind her to speak up and ask questions or ask for help, as this is 
an important part of her learning. If she doesn’t want to ask questions 
in the classroom, encourage your daughter to make contact with her 
teacher in another way. 

•	 Make sure she is organised and uses her dairy to record key dates. 
Help her to maintain this. 

•	 Ensure she checks the instructions or criteria before handing in her 
work.

•	 Keep encouraging her to have a go and do her best! 

This week the Year 7s undertook the first phase of 2020 leadership, SRC 
and portfolio positions (class leader positions will be filled next year). This 
is an exciting opportunity for all students to step out of their comfort zones 
and have a go at a new challenge in 2020.  Well done to the students who 
applied for SRC and completed their speeches in Pastoral this week. It was 
wonderful to see their enthusiasm for Our Lady of Sion and passion for 
leadership expressed. Good luck to all students who applied for leadership 
positions and remember, if you are unsuccessful, don't let this stop you, as 
leadership can be expressed in so many ways. This has been shown by all 
Year 7s this year.
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Year 10 –  
Paul Kerr

At this busy time of the year, with 
examinations very close and assessments 
complete, we have spent time emphasizing 
revision and examination success. We have 
also shared Homeroom as a whole level, and 
shared morning tea with the Year 7 cohort 
where we celebrated the work connections 
established throughout the year.  We have 
looked at the support networks around us 
and who we can look for to discuss and abate 
some of our issues, allowing us to diffuse. 
Our emphasis is not on reliving the past but 
on looking at what changes can be made by 
using the feedback from students. Some of 
the key tips we have focused on include:

•	 Study sessions should be short and sharp rather than long.
•	 Studying all night does not work.
•	 Create a routine as it rewires your brain to expect to revise and makes it 

much easier.
•	 Rereading of notes does not improve retention.  Use Flash Cards and 

include the main points you would like to learn. Test these points with 
your friends.

•	 Have a specific goal for each session.
•	 Use practice tests and questions.
•	 Create a sacred study space.
•	 It has been proven by research that learning with rhythmic background 

noise, such as music, does not help when studying.
•	 Put away your phone and other devices.

I wish the students every success over the coming weeks.

 
Year 11 –  
Lauren Amalfi

I wish all VCE students luck in their final Year 11 
Exams. Please ensure all students and families 
refer to the Examination Pack that was emailed. 
Please do not hesitate to contact the College if 
you have any questions or concerns. 
I would also like to wish VCAL students a 
wonderful and enriching experience on their 
work placements during this time.  
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Year 12 –  
Robert Steward 
(Acting WAGL)

Gratitude

One simple word that means so much; 
a word embraced by our girls in 
contemplating the end of their school 
journey. The most profound way to express 
gratitude is through words and there 
have been many generous words offered 
over the last few weeks. Words of thanks 
to teachers, to parents and to peers. The 
spoken word, the written word, the gesture 
of a smile; not only lifting the spirits of 
those who receive but those who give.
I congratulate our wonderful girls for 
completing their formal schooling in 
style. For providing so generously to their 
teachers of many years at a morning tea 
where countless words and photos were 
shared. For brightening up the day of 
so many with their colourful costumes 
at the front gate and participating 
wholeheartedly in the Graduation 
Eucharist and Ceremony.
The VCE Exams have now commenced 
and I wish the girls and their families all the 
very best. I also acknowledge our VCAL 
students who have successfully completed 
their certificates and now move on to the 
next exciting chapter in their lives.
For so much, we are truly thankful.  

Careers at OLSC
In order to succeed, we must first believe that we can       Nikos Kozantzakis (writer)
Students and families can find the fortnightly Careers newsletter at   
www.olsccareers.com/?page=newsletter.
In this fortnight’s newsletter there is information relating to:
•	 Upcoming Events – Swinburne Information sessions, VTAC key dates reminder, 

Accessing your results, Year 12 Change of Preference

•	 Career in the Spotlight – Actuary

•	 Things to Consider – Careers that began in Science, Website information for 
parents 

•	 Research ideas – Medicine at Bond, Health Courses at the University of 
Queensland, New Pathways to Physiotherapy

 
Careers and 
Pathways –  
Brooke O’Hara
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Discovery Learning – Year 7 
Horizons Project

As part of the College’s ongoing commitment to 
providing students with opportunities to engage 
in learning that is centred around the principles 
of twenty-first century workplace skills, I am 
pleased to inform you of the upcoming Horizons 
Project for our Year 7 students. This project 
will take place instead of scheduled classes 
between Monday 2 – Wednesday 4 December, 
2019, and will see the girls collaborate in 
small groups to meet an allocated brief. Year 7 
parents/guardians should have received a letter 
yesterday (31 October) via Seqta Engage to 
inform them of the project.

 
 
Year 7–10  
Discovery 
Learning Leader – 
Rebecca Bennett

This will be our first year of the Horizons Project which has been designed as 
part of a three-year strategic plan to meet our School Improvement Plan goal 
“that students will ultimately become agents of their own learning through 
developing increasing autonomy, resilience and confidence”. Over the course 
of the three days, students will be guided to implement strategies to make 
a successful finished product using collaboration, effective communication, 
problem solving and initiative.
In the coming weeks, the project will officially be launched with the Year 7 
students at an assembly and they will be given the opportunity to submit 
preferences for the briefs on offer. I look forward to being able to share with 
you, the work of the students, so please keep an eye out on our social media 
feeds and our first College Newsletter of 2020.

VCAA Examinations

As I write this article our Year 12 students are 
commencing their VCAA examinations. They 
began with the English exam on Wednesday 30 
October and will conclude on Wednesday 20 
November.
Our VCAA examinations are taking place on the 
second level of the Notre Dame building.  We 
meet in the central area outside the examination 
room before the exam. The seating plan (in VCAA 
number order) is placed on the pin boards. It is 
very important that the girls note where they are 
sitting. There is a card with their name and VCAA 

 
 
Senior Learning 
Leader – 
Clare Kelly

number placed at their table. There are also class lists that I ask the girls to sign 
while waiting to enter the room. This ensures that I have a clear picture of the 
girls in attendance before they enter the examination room.
It is important that the girls arrive half an hour before the exam, are prepared 
with the required materials and are aware of the VCAA rules. The VCE Navigator 
will assist with this information: https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/Key-
dates/Pages/VCE-Exams-Navigator.aspx
Our students have worked diligently throughout the year and continue to do 
so in their preparation for each exam. I have noticed them in our classrooms, 
working with their teachers, continually questioning and refining their 
knowledge. I wish all the girls the very best in their examinations.  

Smart Start

Smart Start will begin on November 21 for the 2020 Year 11 and 12 VCE/VCAL 
students. This is an invaluable experience as the students participate in a week 
of their classes for 2020. Each VCE/VCAL teacher prepares a booklet for their 
students that highlights key knowledge and skills necessary to address the 
outcomes of their particular subject. 
A timetable for the week will be given to the students closer to the starting date.

Important Dates 
for the Diary

Wednesday 20 November   
Last day VCAA exams  
Friday 22 November   
Year 12 Valedictory @ MCG  
Members Dining Room
Thursday 12 December   
Year 12 results released 
 
https://careersblog.vtac.edu.
au/2019/04/23/2019-vce-results-
and-atar-release-brought-forward-
to-thursday-12-december/

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/Key-dates/Pages/VCE-Exams-Navigator.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/Key-dates/Pages/VCE-Exams-Navigator.aspx
https://careersblog.vtac.edu.au/2019/04/23/2019-vce-results-and-atar-release-brought-forward-to-thursday-12-december/
https://careersblog.vtac.edu.au/2019/04/23/2019-vce-results-and-atar-release-brought-forward-to-thursday-12-december/
https://careersblog.vtac.edu.au/2019/04/23/2019-vce-results-and-atar-release-brought-forward-to-thursday-12-december/
https://careersblog.vtac.edu.au/2019/04/23/2019-vce-results-and-atar-release-brought-forward-to-thursday-12-december/
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Humanities – 
Sarah Chalmers

The Geography classes have been out in 
the field recently, applying their classroom 
learning in the real world…
Recently, Year 7 Geography students visited 
the Eastern Treatment Plant, a 1,100ha sewage 
treatment plant. We learnt about how energy is 
used sustainably there, and how sewage water 
is purified and made into recycled water. This 
taught us how important it is to treat sewage 
and how it makes our city more liveable. 
Abby Hilson, 7 Purple 

The Year 9 Geography excursion was a hands-on, interesting and 
educational experience which allowed me to see in person the current 
issues and their effects on the future. We were able to explore three popular 
tourist locations and discuss the positive and negative impacts of tourism, 
walk along the beach collecting and counting rubbish and learn about the 
wildlife on Phillip Island and how we can preserve our endangered species. 
I was able to view the scenery we had been learning about first hand which 
made me realise the severity of climate change, allowing me to discuss 
with my peers the key, new ideas and concepts which can now be brought 
into our own lives. Overall, this excursion was such a valuable, practical, 
informative opportunity which I am incredibly grateful for.  
Rebecca Ting, 9 Gold
On the Year 10 Geography excursion to the Mornington Peninsula, we 
visited many coastal areas including London Bridge, Portsea Front and Back 
Beach, Gunnamatta Beach and Port Phillip Bay. The day was focused on 
learning about the strong interconnections between human activity and 
the environment. We observed the management strategies implemented 
in each coastal area, such as seawalls and legislation, to help manage 
the damage and effects of climate change and human activities on the 
environment. We used our observations to determine in our fieldwork 
booklet how effective and sustainable these strategies are in managing 
these coastal environments and to suggest alternative strategies to manage 
the impact of factors like rising sea levels, human recreational activities, 
urban development and strong wind surges.  
Madeline Ballingall, 10 White 

Recently the Our Lady of Sion 2019 Model United Nations Assembly 
(MUNA) Teams attended the Box Hill Central Rotary Breakfast, where they 
spoke to the Rotarians about their experiences at MUNA. Fiona McAuley, 
Jenna Hart, Bess Hamshaw and Alex Boffa spoke highly of their experiences 
and it was clear that they valued the opportunity afforded them thanks to 
Box Hill Central’s continued support and commitment to sponsoring Sion 
girls to participate in such a rewarding and enlightening experience. We 
look forward to Rotary’s continued support in 2020.
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Science Teacher –  
Victoria Stats

Year 8 students have been studying cells and 
their structures in Science. They investigated 
the cell’s structures and how they function. 
As part of the unit, the girls prepared tissue 
samples to view under the microscope. Here 
are some photos taken with ipads down the 
barrel of the microscope. The specimens 
prepared included plant cells (onion and 
potato) both unstained and stained.

 
Drama –  
Alex Bleazby

Our Junior Production of James and the Giant 
Peach is fast approaching! Performances 
will be held in our beautiful Miriam Theatre 
on Thursday 7, Friday 8 and Saturday 
9 November. It is set to be a fabulous 
production so don't miss your chance to see 
our talented students in action. Don’t delay in 
purchasing your tickets through trybooking 
today.
Congratulations to our Year 12 students 
who, on Tuesday 29 October, had their 
solo performance examinations. Our girls 

performed some outstanding pieces. Thank you to Mrs Catherine Bennett 
for guiding the Unit 3/4 class so supportively throughout the year.
The Year 9/10 Acting the Part class performed a scripted ensemble piece 
themed around climate change this week and it was a very creative and 
memorable piece. Congratulations to the class and Ms Alice Dawes for her 
work in leading the class.
Our Unit 2 VCE Drama class performed their group devised ensemble 
pieces last week. These were themed around The Black Saturday bushfires. 
The work between the four groups was so varied and displayed wonderful 
performance skills and some innovative direction. This class is to be 
commended for their growth and collaborative processes throughout the 
Semester.
The Year 10 Art of Theatre class performed at The Malthouse Theatre as part 
of ‘The Suitcase Series.’ The students performed with several other schools 
and received positive feedback from both school students and professional 
performers in the audience. This collaboration was a huge success and 
a truly valuable experience for our students as performers and informed 
young people passionate about changing our world.

http://trybooking.com/BELUO
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Arts – Natasha Borg

Visual Arts and Technologies Week

In this article, we recognise those students who have demonstrated outstanding 
achievement in the Visual Arts and Technologies, being awarded one of 
our major awards from our inaugural Creative Arts and Technologies week 
celebrations. 

At Our Lady of Sion College, we are committed to sowing the seeds 
of hope, uncovering excellence within and inspiring a commitment to 
justice. In accordance with this, each year John McInerney, Deputy Principal 
of Faith and Mission, selects a piece from the exhibition that demonstrates 
the College’s commitment to Social Justice. 
A key Principle in Catholic Social Teaching is the ‘Promotion of Peace’. All 
Peace requires respect for and the development of human life, which in turn 
involves the safeguarding of the goods, dignity and freedom of people. 
Peace is the fruit of justice and is dependent upon right order among 
human beings.
The work selected reminds us so clearly to treat every human being with the 
dignity they deserve. The messages at the bottom of the piece encourage 
us to delve deeply into the stories of each person and the fact that the dress 
is white speaks to us of the beauty and hope that living in freedom can 
bring. The recipient of the Social Justice award is Georgia Drake.

The Sion Technologies award is awarded to a student who 
has demonstrated a high level of skill in the application of technologies, 
utilising design thinking to analyse, design and develop innovative 
solutions. This year’s recipient has achieved excellence in both the design 
and digital technologies, producing outstanding pieces of work in Textiles 
and Digital Technologies. The award recipient of the inaugural Sion 
Technologies award is Annie Squires.

The intention of the Sion Good Design Award is to foster a 
culture of design thinking, creativity and innovation at the 
College. The award showcases and celebrates excellence 
in design and design-led innovation. This year’s recipient 
demonstrates commitment to quality design, a clear 
understanding of ergonomics as well as form and function. 
She has constructed many mock ups and undertaken a 
series of site visits and interviews to create a high quality 
industrial design.  The recipient is Chanel Chebaia.

Georgia Drake, 12 Blue

Annie Squires, 
10 Silver

Chanel Chebaia, 11 Blue



The Arts News

13 Our Lady of Sion College Newsletter | Edition 17, 1 November 2019

The Principal’s Choice Award holds great prestige. When selecting 
this piece, Mrs Apostolopoulos commented on the beauty of 
this student’s work, paying particular respect to her creative 
use of material and the detail evident within her final piece. Mrs 
Apostolopoulos described the work as a thoughtful exploration 
of the factors which create, sustain and, at times, challenge love 
commenting that we can all connect with the themes depicted. This 
year we congratulate Naeve McPadden on receiving this award.

In each issue of the College Newsletter we highlight the work of some 
of our talented students in a section titled: Artist Spotlight, which 
features a variety of student work from Years 7-12. The “Creative Art 
& Technologies Week Artist Spotlight Award” has been selected by 
our Visual Arts Staff and is the highest honour bestowed on a work 
in this gallery. After much deliberation, it gives me great pleasure to 
congratulate Lana Gallagher who has received this award.

Naeve McPadden, 
11 White

Lana Gallagher,  
12 Red



The Arts News

14 Our Lady of Sion College Newsletter | Edition 17, 1 November 2019

 
 
Music –  
Martin Macaulay

Upcoming Music Dates
•	 Monday 11 November: Year 7 Concert Bands to VSMF, Year 7 Choir and 

String Workshops @ OLSC (P1 – 3)
•	 Wednesday 20 November: Sion First Band 2019 End-Of-Year Concert  

(5 pm Miriam Theatre)
•	 Wednesday 20 November: Sion First Band 2020 Information and Try Out 

Night (7 pm Miriam Theatre)
•	 Thursday 21 November: Year 7 Spring Music Concert (7 pm LHC)
•	 Thursday 5 December: Night of Excellence (7 pm LHC)

Instrumental Music 2020 Applications Now Open

We are delighted to invite all families to enrol/re-enrol their daughter in 
private instrumental music lessons for 2020. Click here to view our digital 
information brochure which outlines our vast instrumental lessons available 
and the costs involved. A link to the online enrolment form is contained 
within our brochure and can also be accessed directly via: 
https://forms.gle/zAr4k9jLNCYZyPxu9
Current students need to re-enrol by the cut-off date, 15 November 2019, 
to enable us to organise our teaching staff for next year.

Year 9 & 10 Music Recitals

Students studying classroom Music at Years 9 and 10, performed solo 
and ensemble repertoires last week in the Miriam Theatre as part of their 
compulsory assessment.

Music @ Creative Arts and Technologies Week

Congratulations to the members of the OLSC Rock Band and the Notre 
Dame String Quartet who performed at the launch of the Creative Arts & 
Technologies Week.

Term 4 Music Soiree

Congratulations to all musicians who performed at the Halloween edition 
of the Term 4 Music Soiree. The girls performed a wide range of solo and 
chamber pieces they had been working on this semester.

Year 7 Special Music Program – Monday 11 November

On Monday 11 November, all Year 7s will be participating in a special music 
program during periods 1-3. Specifically:
•	 The two Year 7 Concert Bands (Monday morning group and Tuesday 

afternoon group) are travelling to Hawthorn Arts Centre to participate 
in the Victorian Schools Music Festival. Students are asked to return 
permission forms  ASAP.

•	 The Year 7 Junior Strings and Year 7 Choir ‘The Treble Makers’ are 
participating in workshops and masterclasses with guest presenters.

College Vocal Ensemble (VCE) @ CEM Staff Mass

The CVE, under the direction of Mrs Janine Jones and accompanied by Ms 
Caroline Dickason, accepted the invitation to perform at Catholic Education 
Melbourne’s staff Mass last week. The girls represented OLSC magnificently 
as they sang parts of the Mass in the beautiful chapel at the Catholic 
Leadership Centre in East Melbourne.

Year 7 Spring Music Concert - Thursday 21 November 7 pm

Save the date! The Year 7 Spring Concert will be held in the LHC on 
Thursday 21 November at 7pm. All Year 7 ensembles and sectional groups 
will be performing to showcase the excellent work they have been doing 
throughout the entire year. Tickets are free (maximum of three per family), 
but need to be booked at https://www.trybooking.com/BFYEV.

https://www.sion.catholic.edu.au/embrace-learning/enhancement-and-enrichment
https://forms.gle/zAr4k9jLNCYZyPxu9
https://www.trybooking.com/BFYEV
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Co-curricular News

 
 

Head of Sport –  
Katrina Gurciullo

GSV Term 1 Weekly Sport 2020

The structure of the GSV competition in 2020 
is changing from five rounds of weekly sport 
to seven rounds. Seasons will go for a little 
longer, allowing students to have more time 
developing skills and team rapport in each 
sport. This will mean that weekly sport begins 
for all age groups in the first week of term 
in 2020. As such, our timeline for trials must 
change in order to ensure we have teams 
ready to begin early in Term 1.

Sports Star of the Week
Nadia Schipano, 7 Orange
Our Sport Star this week is Nadia Schipano in Year 7. Nadia has been selected in 
the Under 13 Victorian State Futsal team. Below is a small reflection based on her 
commitments and upcoming tournament:

For State Futsal I have to train for about an hour and a half on Sundays and then play 
Friday nights. Futsal is pretty much indoor soccer but the ball can go out and it is about a 
40-minute game. I have only been playing Futsal this year. After the trials, I got an offer to 
be a part of the team as an emergency; then after two training sessions, I received an email 
saying that I had been officially accepted into the team for my hard work and commitment 
to the training, games and trials. Next year, on the 12 -19 of January, I will head off with 
the team to Canberra to play against the different state teams. I will be staying in the AIS 
with all the other athletes and I will have the chance to go sight-seeing, play the game and 
meet many different people from all parts of Australia.  Nadia Schipano, 7 Orange

Trials for Term 1 Indoor Cricket, Tennis and Softball will be as follows 
(with potential subsequent trials in the first few days of 2020):

2020 Senior Term 1 Weekly Sport trials  
(current Year 10 and 11 students)
•	 Friday 1 November, lunchtime
•	 Friday 8 November, lunchtime
2020 Intermediate Term 1 Weekly Sport trials  
(current Year 8 and 9 students)
•	 Friday 15 November, lunchtime
•	 Monday 18 November, after school (3.30 – 4.45 pm)
2020 Junior Term 1 Weekly Sport trials  
(current Year 7 students)
•	 Tuesday 26 November, after school (3.30 – 4.45 pm)
•	 Tuesday 3 December, after school (3.30 – 4.45 pm)

Strength and Conditioning 

Friday Mornings 7.30 am — 8.15 am

All students are welcome to attend our Strength and Conditioning class on 
Friday mornings at the LHC Gym. It is a great way to participate in structured 
physical activity with students from Years 7-11. Permission slips are outside 
the Sports office. Please contact Mr Cox with any questions you may have. 
We look forward to seeing you at the gym on Fridays. 

Excellence in Sport

We congratulate Claire Sardana in Year 7 on being nominated as the 
Whitehorse Leader Junior Sports Star. Claire, who was mentioned in a 
previous edition of our newsletter, represented Australia in Taekwondo in 
the 2019 Cadet World Championships and featured in the local Whitehorse 
Leader for her achievements. Congratulations Claire!
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Co-curricular News

 
House 
Coordinator –  
Jaclyn Taylor

House Mr Squiggle and Badminton Results

Over the last couple of weeks we held our final House activities, the Mr Squiggle 
competition and Badminton in the LHC. Under the guidance of the new House 
Captains, a great number of students participated in these quick-fire games. It was 
great that two Houses shared in the wins so all looks well for a very competitive year 
in 2020. Many thanks to the House Captains, Sport Captain and all the enthusiastic 
participants.

Senior Badminton

1st Loreto

2nd Fatima

= 3rd Lourdes

= 3rd Carmel

Junior Badminton

1st Loreto 

2nd Fatima

3rd Carmel 

4th Lourdes

Mr Squiggle

1st Fatima 

= 2nd Carmel 

= 2nd Lourdes 

3rd Loreto 

Weekly Sport Results   

Junior Intermediate Senior

Cricket Round 1:  
Match Abandoned (due to rain)

Round 2: 
Sion (2/140) def Siena (4/88)

Round 3:  
Match Abandoned (due to rain)

Round 4:  
Sion (7/57) def by PLC (1/131)

Round 5: BYE

Basketball Round 1: 
A - Sion (29) def Firbank (11) 
B - Sion (26) def Firbank (17) 
C - Sion (27) def Firbank (10) 
D - Sion (33) def Firbank (3)

Round 2: 
A - Sion (24) def Shelford (21)  
B - Sion (15) def Shelford (7) 
C - Sion (30) def Shelford (3) 
D - Sion (22) def Shelford (0)

Round 1: 
A - Sion (32) def Mentone (29) 
B - Sion (40) def Mentone (12) 
C - Sion (34) def Mentone (4)

Round 2: 
A - Sion (30) def Ivanhoe (29) 
B - Sion (44) def Ivanhoe(14) 
C - Sion (44) def Ivanhoe (18)

Round 3: Sion (19) def PLC (8)

Round 4: BYE

Round 5: Sion (23) def St Catherine’s (22)
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Lucy Miotello
  

Rebecca Bennett
Social Justice Coordinators

Alternative Gift Giving Project

The annual Alternate Gift Giving Project is back and has been launched to the Sion community. The project 
aims to raise much needed funds for the work that the Sisters of Our Lady of Sion are doing for those in need 
in the Philippines. Here, the Sisters live alongside the people they serve, supporting the rights of women and 
working to end discrimination through empowerment projects including: self-employment via micro financing, 
education, housing, and community development. The Sisters also provide legal support and advocacy for those 
evicted from their land and in villages decimated by the mining companies.
Vouchers can be purchased every Friday lunchtime during Term 4 in the Piazza for the following items:
•	 $5 – will provide a shovel for a farmer to help create a sustainable living
•	 $10 – will provide a family of six rice meals for a week
•	 $15 – will send a child to primary school for a whole year, giving them the best opportunity to make a great 

start to life 
•	 $20 – will provide funding for students to continue their high school education and build on their future 

prospects

All money raised goes directly to the grassroots work that the Sisters are doing for the most vulnerable people in 
the Philippines. Vouchers make for great gifts for hard-to-buy-for people and those who already have so much in 
the lead up to the Advent season. 

Give the gift that keeps giving HOPE



Parent News

18 Our Lady of Sion College Newsletter | Edition 17, 1 November 2019

PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION 
A note from the President

As most of you will be aware, my volunteer journey with Sion has come to an 
end.  I became actively involved with the Parents’ Association back in 2014 
and was elected President in late 2016.

 I wanted to take this opportunity to thank all of our community for the 
support, co-operation and friendship that they have shared with me over the 
past six years. I have thoroughly enjoyed my association within the school 
community.

I firstly would like to acknowledge Tina Apostolopoulos.  I was fortunate to 
work alongside her and hold a great respect for the leadership she provides 
and I thank her for attending the Parents’ Association meetings.

Thank you to Fiona Maddern, Personal Assistant to the Principal for her 
assistance and Christine Kralj for also attending our meetings.

Personally, I would like to thank Jackie Getson (Treasurer) for her  
commitment over the last three years to the Committee, and to Caroline 
Athey (Secretary) for her support this year and wish her luck for next year as 
she continues her role.

Thank you to those who have contributed to the school community by  
supporting the following events: Sion Open Day, wrapping of the Sion  
Roses for Year 12 students, Significant Women’s & Men’s breakfast, Year 7 
Family Eucharist Night, Year 7 Meet and Greet Night.

Please welcome the 2020 Committee:

President: Vesna Wirth

Vice President:  Vicky Burgio 

Treasurer: Melanie Hosie

Secretary:           Caroline Athey

Lastly, please support Sion Open Day in 2020: Tuesday 17 March, 2020. 
Volunteers required.

Au Revoir and thank you,

Adele Pasquini
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