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Principal

Last week I spent time with our newly 
commissioned 2020 Student Leaders at 
their Leadership camp. While the natural 
environment of Warburton inspired us, 
what was also inspiring were the thoughtful 
reflections and contributions expressed by 
the student leaders to the opportunities they 
were offered. I invited the students to choose 
a leader from the range I presented and speak 
about why they had chosen them, and the 
leadership qualities they saw and valued in 
them. What did I hear? The following wordle 
represents what our students admire in leaders 
and what they also aspire to in the coming year. 
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Many of the student leaders also spoke of respect for diversity, welcome 
and service leadership. 

This week we farewelled our Class of 2019 as they concluded their formal 
classes at Our Lady of Sion. We wished our VCE students all the very best 
as they prepare for their examinations and our VCAL students who will now 
transition into further training. 
Often at this point in our students’ lives we speak about the wonderful 
opportunities and perhaps challenges they will experience as they 
transition into adulthood. We invite them to make the most of what life will 
offer and to embrace the changes that we know they will encounter as life 
evolves for them. I was fortunate to hear the reflections by the Class of 2019 
at our recent Homeroom shared lunches where they spoke of their future 
hopes and dreams. One of the 2019 Year 12 students also shared that the 
element of her Sion education that she appreciated the most was the values 
which the College encouraged everyone to demonstrate in our daily lives.
What our 2020 student leaders and the Class of 2019 have confirmed for 
me is how lucky our world is to have such committed and inspiring young 
women about to fully enter life beyond secondary school. I am certain most 
will be familiar with John F. Kennedy’s famous quote, ‘ask not what your 
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Important Dates

Week B 

Monday 21 October

Unit 2 Drama Performance Evening 
Miriam Theatre, 7.00 pm

Parents' Association AGM 
Ratisbonne Boardroom, 7.00 pm
Tuesday 22 October

Creative Arts & Technologies Week 
Opening Celebration Gala 
Notre Dame Building, 4.00 – 8.00 pm
Thursday 24 October

Year 9/10 Music Recital 
Miriam Theatre, 4.00 pm

Week A 

Monday 28 October

Year 9/10 Drama Performance 
Evening, Miriam Theatre, 7.00 pm
Wednesday 30 October

VCAA (written) exams commence

Year 9 Social, 7.00pm 
Manningham Function Centre
Thursday 31 October

Term 4 Soiree 
Miriam Theatre, 5.00 pm

 
From the 
Principal –  
Tina 
Apostolopoulos
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country can do for you but what you can do for your country’. I heard it on the radio on the way to the camp and 
asked the students what they thought. Next year’s student leaders identified the importance of truth, agency and 
service that this quote calls them to pursue. 
Recent events in our world continue to present challenges to ourselves and to our future generations. No matter 
what field our students eventually pursue or which communities they join, they will have much to offer. I encourage 
all students, present and soon to be ‘past students’ to recognise their strengths, their hopeful attitudes and the 
values we have imbued in them and to offer them freely to a world that sorely needs them. 
As we farewell our Class of 2019, I offer them the passage from Ephesians from which our College motto is derived 
and ask them to remember they will always be a Daughter of Sion.

There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, one God and Father of all,  
who is above all and through all and in all. But each of us was given a grace 
according to the measure of Christ’s gift… The gifts He gave were that some should be apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of 
the full stature of Christ. We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by 
people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. But, speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way 
into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which 
it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love.

Ephesians 4: 4-16

Each month the College Policy Team and the College Board members review and endorse a range of policies. At 
the end of Term 3, the College Communication Policy and eSafety (Student) Policy were ratified. Parents/Guardians 
are asked to familiarise themselves with both policies. These policies also support the Code of Belonging that was 
published last term. 
Finally, as part of our ongoing commitment to building sustainable practices and to reducing our impact on the 
environment, during the term break the College continued its installation of LED lighting. The College has now 
also renewed and expanded our energy infrastructure which saw the installation of 330 new solar panels. Once 
operational, the panels will also form part of our learning program as students will be able to gather and analyse 
energy use data in real time.
God bless for the fortnight ahead.
Tina Apostolopoulos 
College Principal

https://assets.website-files.com/5b2826a56966d7160e936811/5cb3c55537cbae0d6609faa1_Communication%20Policy%20300616.pdf
https://assets.website-files.com/5b2826a56966d7160e936811/5da52e940608e6cabb0bdc7c_eSafety%20Policy.pdf
https://assets-global.website-files.com/5b2826a56966d7160e936811/5d3a83e85905e0230e9a9b60_Our%20Lady%20of%20Sion%20Community%20Code%20of%20Belonging.pdf
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Of the weeks of the school year, this past one is my favourite! It’s the final week for 
the Yr 12’s. There’s so much excitement and so much happening.
There’s a whole lot of 'lasts'. Last classes, last time in full uniform, last recess, last 
time walking through the cherry gates, last photos with friends and teachers.
Yet this week sees us also celebrate the Significant People in our lives. Our Yr 9’s 
welcomed family and friends to the college, where we heard from two amazing 
guest speakers.
Both speakers spoke of the message of hope - of the virtue of hope. They both 
reminded all present in our Miriam Theatre of the place of God in their lives and 
in our world. It was such an uplifting and inspiring day.
As our year 12 students were farewelled by our new student leaders, I couldn’t 
help but recall how significant they have been for us in their time at the college. 
They too have been witnesses to hope.
These young women now leave the college but I pray they do so, always 
remembering that they will be forever Daughters of Sion, and that know that our 
prayers go with them and that they will live justly, love tenderly, and walk humbly 
with their God.

 
Faith and Mission 
– John McInerney 

In Remembrance
Our particular thoughts and prayers go 
to Meg (10 Gold) and Molly (7 White) 
Pellegrino, and to Isabella Pititto (7 Purple), 
whose Grandfathers passed away recently.

We remember Meg, Molly, Isabella and 
their families in a special way at this sad 
time.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and 
may your perpetual light shine upon them. 
May their souls and the souls of the faithful 
departed rest in peace, Amen.

Rest in Peace

https://www.cem.edu.au/News-Events/
Catholic-Education-Today.aspx

https://www.cem.edu.au/News-Events/Catholic-Education-Today.aspx
https://www.cem.edu.au/News-Events/Catholic-Education-Today.aspx
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I would like to take this opportunity to 
welcome students and families to Term 4. 
Term 4 is an exciting term and I encourage 
students to make every effort to achieve 
their personal best.
Following our Year 12 Graduation 
celebrations, students will commence a 
study period in readiness for the VCAA 
written examinations commencing on 
Wednesday 30 October. 
Likewise, Year 10 and Year 11 examinations 
commence on Monday 11 November. More 
information will be provided in due course. 
In the meantime, I encourage students 

 
Learning and 
Teaching –  
Michelle Rangelov

to prepare a study timetable in readiness for the exams and to review 
the feedback teachers provided on Exam Feedback Day in Semester 1. 
Planning, preparation and consistent revision is part of the examination 
experience and is to be embraced not feared. If your daughter needs any 
support in these matters, please encourage her to speak to her teacher 
earlier rather than later.
The next stage of subject preference selection is well underway as we 
work very hard towards accommodating subject preferences as much as 
possible.  While students and parents are understandably eager to know 
what subjects students will be studying in 2020, timetabling is a complex 
and time-consuming process. Subjects will be confirmed as soon as 
possible and before the due dates for booklists. 

Booklists 2020

Friday 25 October   Booklists available
Monday 25 November  Year 7-12 2020 Booklists due
Monday 16 December  Year 7-12 Booklist Collection at the College

I wish all our students a productive fortnight ahead. 

Important Dates for the Diary

Monday 21 October  SWOTVAC commences  
Wednesday 30 October  First day VCAA exams  
 
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/Key-dates/Pages/VCE-exam-timetable.aspx
Wednesday 20 November  Last day VCAA exams  
Friday 22 November  Year 12 Valedictory @ MCG  
    Members Dining Room
Thursday 12 December  Year 12 results released 
 
https://careersblog.vtac.edu.au/2019/04/23/2019-vce-results-and-atar-release-brought-forward-to-
thursday-12-december/

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/Key-dates/Pages/VCE-exam-timetable.aspx
https://careersblog.vtac.edu.au/2019/04/23/2019-vce-results-and-atar-release-brought-forward-to-thursday-12-december/
https://careersblog.vtac.edu.au/2019/04/23/2019-vce-results-and-atar-release-brought-forward-to-thursday-12-december/
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It would be fair to say that most parents worry 
about their child becoming a victim of bullying 
and that they remain vigilant to signs of this 
behaviour towards their child.  Bullying can have 
a devastating impact on a child’s self-esteem, 
sense of safety and engagement with others.  But 
parents rarely voice their concern about their 
child being a bully yet it is an important and 
difficult discussion to have, especially if you are 
seeing signs at home or online. 
Children who bully not only make the victim feel 
scared but they also reduce the feeling of safety 
felt by other students.  This can cause students 

to distance themselves and further isolate the bully. Bullies can often end up very 
lonely and moving from one group to another as others soon get tired or afraid of 
the behaviour.  Invites to outings, sleepovers and gatherings can soon dry up as 
parents support their child’s choice to play with other children.
There is not just one reason that a child will bully another.  It may be that : 
•	 the bully themselves has been bullied at an earlier time and this has now 

become a malformed coping strategy
•	 perhaps there has been a change to the social dynamics and the behaviour is a 

shortcut to gain control or popularity
•	 bullying is happening in the home or within the extended family. Aggression 

and bullying often happens between siblings, as much as we wish it wouldn’t.  
If a child sees this sort of behaviour at home it can become the norm

•	 children are more likely to bully when they feel vulnerable. It can be a 
source of empowerment. They make themselves feel better by manipulating 
relationships around them or putting others down to feel superior.

While it might be a natural reaction to explain away the behaviour rather than admit 
it, poor behaviour will improve if it is acknowledged, understood and challenged.  
Bullying behaviour always needs to be addressed for the safety and wellbeing of 
both the victim, witnesses and perpetrator. 
Firstly, please know that if your child acts in a mean, rude or bullying way, this does 
not mean that you are a bad parent.  The next step is to raise your concern with 
your child, ensure that the conversation remains calm and based on facts.  Ask 
your child if they can explain what has happened and why, without becoming too 
judgemental.  Try talking with your child to find ways that you can work together to 
stop this behaviour. Explain that the bullying behaviour is completely unacceptable 
but that you’re confident that she can change her behaviour.  
If you are concerned about aggressive behaviour of your child, whether it be 
towards yourself, siblings or other children, parents are encouraged to speak to 
one of the College Counselling team. You will be able to discuss approaches you 
can take to support your daughter to understand the impact of her behaviour and 
improve her relationships with others. 

Contact from your daughter if she is sick or upset

A reminder that students are not to contact their parents directly during 
school hours, stating that they are unwell or upset and need to be picked up. This 
type of request can only be done via the Wellbeing and Growth Leader, Student 
Reception or College Counsellor.  If you received such a call or text, ask your 
daughter to raise the concern with her teacher so that she might gain support via 
one of the Pastoral Care team or Student Reception staff via Sick Bay.
Our Student Reception staff owe a duty of care to students who are currently in Sick 
Bay and have followed College procedures.  Often staff are not in the position to get a 
student from class if parents arrive at the College unannounced to pick up their daughter.
Students who do not follow the correct channels of communication will be given an 
infringement for using mobiles during school hours, and for not following proper 
College procedures even when they are feeling unwell/upset.  We ask parents to 
support the College to ensure that exiting procedures are followed by their daughter.

 

Student Wellbeing 
– Christine Kralj
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College 
Psychologist –  
Sophia Stagnitta

Supporting Year 12 students during exams

In just over a week our VCE students will sit their final exams. As it can be difficult to 
know how to support your daughters during this period, I have compiled some tips and 
resources to help along the way.
•	 This is a time for the girls to start exercising more independence, to take control of 

their studies. It is important to be supportive, but allow them to self-manage.
•	 Have a chat with them about their study plans. Do they plan on studying at school 

or at home? Do they plan to study in their room or out in the living room? If you 
know their plans, you can help support them.

•	 Help them create a good study space and peaceful environment.
•	 Ask what kind of support they would like from you. Perhaps they would like 

someone to check in on them if they’re in their room, and ask how their study is 
going. Perhaps they would like you to take their phone from them for a period of 

time. Or perhaps they’d just like to be left to study but receive some encouragement and praise. 
•	 Some students may find it helpful to have fewer things to do at home and more time to study – you can discuss 

expectations around chores and responsibilities at home over the next few weeks.
•	 Help them set boundaries – this can be particularly helpful around eating, sleeping, exercising and technology. 

There should be some non-negotiables around eating and sleeping in the household. It can help to talk about 
these prior.

•	 Offer to help time their trial exams, listen to their orals or ideas, ask them questions or quiz them on some of 
their content.

•	 You can help them take breaks – take them out to the shops, offer to go on a walk together, sit down and watch a 
movie over the weekend, bring them a cup of tea or some cut-up fruit every hour. 

•	 Just be there. Your support and love during this time will help immensely, and they will remember how you 
helped them through this.

Please find below some links with further tips and suggestions:
https://parents.au.reachout.com/common-concerns/everyday-issues/things-to-try-stress/help-my-teenager-manage-
exam-stress
https://www.parentline.com.au/older-kids/issues/helping-kids-cope-exam-stress
https://www.youthbeyondblue.com/do-something-about-it/surviving-year-12
If have any concerns or would like to discuss any of this further, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with a member 
of the Counselling Team.

https://parents.au.reachout.com/common-concerns/everyday-issues/things-to-try-stress/help-my-teenager-manage-exam-stress
https://parents.au.reachout.com/common-concerns/everyday-issues/things-to-try-stress/help-my-teenager-manage-exam-stress
https://www.parentline.com.au/older-kids/issues/helping-kids-cope-exam-stress
https://www.youthbeyondblue.com/do-something-about-it/surviving-year-12
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In Pastoral this week, the focus was on teamwork. 
The analogy of flying geese was used to help 
explain the positive outcomes that can occur 
when we work effectively as a team. Geese fly in 
a group and in an arrow like formation. Flying in 
this formation as a flock adds 70% greater flying 
power than if each bird were to fly alone. When 
the lead goose tires it rotates back into the 
formation and another goose flies to the point 
position. We are always encouraging the girls to 
act in this manner by standing up for each other, 
using their talents and skills to work like a team, 
taking turns with leadership and helping one 
another.

 
 
Year 9 
Leanne  
Anderson

In the coming weeks, the girls will be given the opportunity to apply for a 
range of leadership positions which will commence in Year 10 2020. We will be 
guiding the girls through this process at school but I encourage you as parents 
to have a conversation with your daughters regarding their interest in applying 
for these positions.
Term 4 continues to be filled with lots of activities for our Year 9 students with 
the Year 9 Social scheduled for Wednesday 30 October. This event will take 
place at the Manningham Civic Centre, Doncaster between 7.00 pm and 10.00 
pm. A letter containing details of this event and a consent form have been sent 
home via your daughter. If you have any queries regarding this event, please 
do not hesitate to contact me.

Welcome back to Term 4 and what a term it will be! There are many activities and 
events occurring across the term as well as preparing the Year 8s for their Year 9 
transition for next year.
I would like to take this opportunity to remind parents of a few significant dates: 
Year 8 Camp (11-13 November) 
Thank you for your efforts to return the permission forms on time. The girls are very 
excited about the experience with many adventures and new friendships to which they 
look forward. 
Year 9 2020 leadership applications due  
In our Pastoral period this week, Ms Jaclyn Taylor spoke to the girls about the potential 
to become a leader in 2020. At this stage the girls may apply for SRC or a Portfolio 

 
 
Year 8 
Jordyn Frood

position. The positions available for application are for two SRC Reps and two Portfolio Reps in Liturgy, Social 
Justice, Drama, Debating, Environment, Music, Sports, Visual Arts, House, Rep Carmel, House Rep Fatima, House 
Rep Loreto and House Rep Lourdes.
Leadership applications are due on Thursday 24 October to Student Reception. 
SRC speeches take place in their pastoral period on Tuesday 29 October (Please note: portfolio applications don’t 
have speeches, they will have interviews in the coming weeks). 
I would like to encourage the girls to apply for these positions as there are many valuable lessons and skills to be 
learnt and new friendships to be made. 

 
Year 11 –  
Lauren Amalfi

I welcome all students back for their last Term of Year 11. Our families can expect this 
to be a busy time where we look forward to working with your daughter to ensure 
she manages her time effectively and puts in place positive strategies that enable her 
personal potential to be reached and exceeded. 

VCE Exams 

With exams fast approaching for VCE students, we have reminded students of the 
importance of starting their revision early. This week, students were informed about 
the exam procedures for the commencement of the examination period in Week 6. 
Families will receive packs shortly outlining all information regarding the examination 
period, including dates, requirements and timetable.
If you notice your daughter struggling or needing extra support, please contact her 
Homeroom teacher or myself. 
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Discovery Learning
CEM STEM MAD Showcase

On Thursday 10 October, Year 10 students Stephanie Dubois, Madison 
Hamilton, Grace Pineda and Annie Squires participated in the Catholic 
Education Melbourne STEM MAD Showcase at the Catholic Leadership 
Centre. These students, who have been developing their idea over a 
number of months after participating in the Monash University WISE 
Program, were among a number of Catholic primary and secondary schools 
who were invited to submit STEM projects that ‘make a difference’ for the 
Showcase. They pitched their idea of an SOS mental health app they’ve 
titled ‘In a Pinch’ to judges and STEM industry partners, as well as staff and 
students from Catholic schools in Melbourne. As part of their pitch, they 
discussed the development of their idea for the app, the connections of 
their project development to each of the areas of STEM, how they believe 
their project could make a difference and why their product is needed. 
At the conclusion of the day, awards were given in a range of categories to 
recognise students’ efforts and creations. It was wonderful for our group 
of students to be acknowledged with the Maths Pathways Award for the 
Best Demonstration of Thinking Outside the Box for their approach to their 
project and the way they have developed their idea from the beginning to 
their plans for its future. Congratulations Steph, Madi, Grace and Annie for 
all your work!

Ayin
Suffragette Campaigns

Term 3 concluded for the Year 9 students 
with a very successful campaign launch as 
part of the Ayin Suffragette Unit. Each of 
the Homerooms put in an amazing effort to 
produce a campaign speech, advertisements, 
posters and jingles to highlight the issues 
affecting women in today’s society that 
they see most pressing and which need 
addressing. These included issues of 
domestic violence, the gender pay gap 
and gender stereotypes, among others. 
Congratulations to the class of 9 Silver, who 

 
 
Year 7–10 
Discovery 
Learning Leader 
Rebecca Bennett

won the year level vote with campaign leader Lily Malone who spoke on 
behalf of their campaign party ‘Silver Survivors’.  

Significant People, Significant Lives Launch

On Wednesday, we celebrated the launch of the Significant People, 
Significant Lives Project. This special annual event aims to acknowledge 
people in our wider community who our Year 9 students feel contribute to 
the betterment of our society through volunteering, advocacy, education, 
role modelling and more. A very special thanks to guest speakers Moira Kelly 
and Steven Blackford who shared their incredible stories with the students, 
staff and guests present. The morning was topped off with students taking 
guests to read the biographies they had written and see the artworks they 
had created to capture the stories of their Significant People.
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Lucy Miotello
  

Rebecca Bennett
Social Justice Coordinators

Alternative Gift Giving Project

Our annual Alternative Gift Giving Project has started.
The project aims to raise much needed funds for the work that the Sisters of Our Lady of Sion are doing for those 
in need in the Philippines. Here, the Sisters live alongside the people they serve, supporting the rights of women 
and working to end discrimination through empowerment projects including: self-employment via micro financing, 
education, housing, and community development. The Sisters also provide legal support and advocacy for those 
evicted from their land and in villages decimated by the mining companies.
Vouchers can be purchased every Friday lunchtime during Term 4 in the Piazza for the following items:
•	 $5 – will provide a shovel for a farmer to help create a sustainable living
•	 $10 – will provide a family of six rice meals for a week
•	 $15 – will send a child to primary school for a whole year, giving them the best opportunity to make a great start 

to life 
•	 $20 – will provide funding for students to continue their high school education and build on their future 

prospects.

All money raised goes directly to the grassroots work that the Sisters are doing for the most vulnerable people in 
the Philippines. Vouchers make for great gifts for hard-to-buy-for people and those who already have so much in 
the lead up to the Advent season. 

Give the gift that keeps giving HOPE.

 
Numeracy – 
Helen Mulvogue

Mathematics Calculators for 2020

A reminder that at Our Lady of Sion College, 
all Mathematics students are expected 
to own their own calculator and are 
encouraged to have their calculator with 
them for each Mathematics class. Calculators 
are an essential tool for developing skills, 
consolidating concepts, exploring patterns 
and investigating problems. Calculators may 
also be used in assessment tasks.
Our current Year 9 students have recently 
received an order form for the Texas 
Instruments TI-nspire CX II CAS graphics 
calculator. This is a new model. Students 

who wish to purchase this calculator through the College will need to visit 
https://www.trybooking.com/BGBLP by Friday 8 November. The availability 
of this calculator through the College cannot be guaranteed after this date. 
A copy of the calculator order form will also be available at Student 
Reception for any student who wishes to order a new one.
For 2020:
•	 Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 use the Texas Instruments TI-30XB 

Multiview scientific calculator
•	 Students in Year 10 use the Texas Instruments TI-nspire CX II CAS 

graphics calculator
•	 Students in Years 11 and 12 can continue to use the Texas Instruments 

TI-nspire CX CAS graphics calculator.

NEW TI-nspire CX II CAS  
graphics calculator.

https://www.trybooking.com/BGBLP
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Arts – 
Natasha Borg

Year 11 Visual 
Communication

These Year 11 pieces 
were made for our Unit 
on Type and Imagery 
where our students 
were asked to produce 
posters that visually 
represented Visual 
Communication as a 
subject.

Posters by:  
Naomi Marek (left)  

and Olivia Brolese (right 

Cecilia Clark (11 Silver) was selected 
as a finalist in the Australian Teachers 
of Media (ATOM)/SAE Awards 
Competition. 
The competition has a variety of 
categories across different year levels 
including: Primary, Middle, Senior, 
Documentary, Animation, Fiction and 
Music Video. 
Cecilia’s music video ‘Everybody 
Ways’ by Landings, was described 
as a “youthful uplifting [film]... that 
explores the superficial wants of our 
society to have wealth, power, fame 
and pleasure. Our society can desire 
shallow things, nevertheless, the most 
important thing we all need is love” 
(ATOM 2019).

Year 12 Visual 
Communication

The Year 12s celebrated the end 
of their academic year by working 
as a class to design their own Year 
12 Visual Communication Design 
merchandise which they worked 
together to heat press onto their 
own hoodie which we are sure will 
now become a staple piece in their 
wardrobes. 

Check out the video at:  
http://atomawards.org/2019-student-entry/everybody-wants/

http://atomawards.org/2019-student-entry/everybody-wants/
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Music –  
Martin Macaulay

Upcoming Music Dates
•	 Thursday 24 October: Year 9/10 Music class recitals (5pm Miriam Theatre)
•	 Thursday 31 October: Term 4 Music Soiree (5pm Miriam Theatre)
•	 Monday 11/11: Year 7 Concert Bands to VSMF, Year 7 Choir and String 

Workshops @ OLSC (P1 – 3)
•	 Wednesday 20 November: Sion First Band 2019 End-Of-Year 

Concert (5pm Miriam Theatre)
•	 Wednesday 20 November: Sion First Band 2020 Information Evening and 

Try-out Night (7pm Miriam Theatre)
•	 Thursday 21 November: Year 7 Spring Music Concert (7pm LHC)
•	 Thursday 5 December: Night of Excellence (7pm LHC)

Notre Dame String Quartet and Year 
7 Choir @ St. Gregory’s Fete

Congratulations to the members of the Notre 
Dame String Quartet and The Year 7 Choir ‘The 
Treble Makers’ for their performances at the 
St. Gregory the Great Primary School Fete last 
weekend. The girls represented OLSC very well 
and presented their repertoire to an enthusiastic 
audience. There was even time to fit in the popular 
raspberry slushy between performances!

Term 4 String Soiree

On Tuesday, the outstanding musicians from the 
Strings Department, under the expert guidance 
from Mrs Jackie Tinsley and Mr Oscar Woinarski, 
took the Miriam Theatre stage by storm. There 
were string players from all year levels performing 
diverse material to the highest standard. Well 
done girls!

Year 7 Special Music Program

On Monday 11 November, all Year 7s will be 
participating in a special music program during 
periods 1-3. Specifically:
•	 The two Year 7 Concert Bands (Monday 

morning group and Tuesday afternoon group) 
are travelling to Hawthorn Arts Centre to 
participate in the Victorian Schools Music 
Festival

•	 The Year 7 Junior Strings and Year 7 Choir 
‘The Treble Makers’ are participating in 
workshops and masterclasses with guest 
presenters.

Year 7 Spring Music Concert - 
Thursday 21 November 7pm

Save the date! The Year 7 Spring Concert will be 
held in the LHC on Thursday 21 November at 
7pm. All Year 7 ensembles and sectional groups 
will be performing to showcase the excellent work 
they have been doing throughout the entire year. 
Tickets are free (maximum of three per family), but 
need to be booked at  
www.trybooking.com/BFYEV.

file:///Volumes/public/Admin/Newsletters/2019/Edition%2016/Text/webextlink://The%20Year%207%20Spring%20Concert%20will%20be%20held%20in%20the%20LHC%20on%20Thursday%2021%20November%20at%207pm.
file:///Volumes/public/Admin/Newsletters/2019/Edition%2016/Text/webextlink://The%20Year%207%20Spring%20Concert%20will%20be%20held%20in%20the%20LHC%20on%20Thursday%2021%20November%20at%207pm.
file:///Volumes/public/Admin/Newsletters/2019/Edition%2016/Text/webextlink://The%20Year%207%20Spring%20Concert%20will%20be%20held%20in%20the%20LHC%20on%20Thursday%2021%20November%20at%207pm.
http://www.trybooking.com/BFYEV
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The Whitehorse Art Space is located just 
across the road from Our Lady of Sion 
College, inside the Box Hill Town Hall. 
On 10 October, the Unit 4 Studio Arts 
Class visited the gallery to learn more 
about the exhibition process. This included 
the curating of artworks to create an 
exhibition, the layout and design of the 
space and lighting. We learnt more about 
international museum standards and the 
environments required for the preservation 
and conservation of artworks. 

 
Studio Arts –  
Jennifer Schwab

We are busy, busy, busy in the world of 
Drama. Our Junior Production, James 
and the Giant Peach will be performed 
in a few weeks and it is shaping up to be 
a fantastic show so book your tickets on 
trybooking today at www.trybooking.
com/BELUO. Ayla Hadfield, Francesca 
Zeccola and Bridget Brolese, in their 
roles as James, Aunt Sponge and Aunt 
Spiker, impressed the audience at the 
last whole school assembly with their 
wonderful performance, prodding a 
tantalising taste of what is to come. 

 
Drama –  
Alex Bleazby

Our Thursday workshops have continued this term with three of our 
Year 7 students, Ally Carroll, Niki Beemundi and Abby Hilson, facilitating 
another workshop for Year 7s around working with neutral scripts. I 
love seeing our students stepping up and running workshops like this; 
moments like these are a real testament to what a dedicated bunch of 
students we have! 
Coming up, our Year 10 Art of Theatre Class will be performing at 
Melbourne's iconic Malthouse Theatre in The Suitcase Series. Our Year 
9/10 Acting the Part class will be performing a piece around climate 
change in a performance evening on Monday 28 October. Our Unit 2 
Drama class will be performing their ensemble pieces to audiences on 
Monday 21 October based around the events of the Black Saturday 
bushfires. 
Another exciting Performing Arts activity happening this Term will be 
the launch of our 2020 Musical! There has been much speculation 
amongst the students but our Performing Arts staff are remaining tight 
lipped around what the production will be. Students can come along 
to the launch of the Junior play on Thursday 24 October in the Miriam 
Theatre and find out what our fabulous show for 2020 will be and how 
they can apply for crew roles, or audition for a role in the cast.  We can’t 
wait to launch the show and are sure that there’ll be much excitement 
to come!  

The Senior Arts Officer, Jo Harkin, took us into the storage facilities 
where we were able to view some of the Gallery’s extensive collection 
not currently on display. The current printmaking exhibition “Impressions 
II” included works from the Gallery’s collection as well as contemporary 
artists who had works available for sale.  Admission is free and opening 
times are Tuesday – Friday 10 am – 4 pm and Saturday 12 noon - 4 pm.

http://www.trybooking.com/BELUO
http://www.trybooking.com/BELUO
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Co-curricular News

 
 

Head of Sport –  
Katrina Gurciullo

SCSA Table Tennis

Well done to all involved with SCSA Table Tennis held at 
Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre on Thursday 10 
October. Sion entered three teams in the competition. 
Trials at Sion commenced in early September with a Junior 
(Years 7 and 8), Intermediate (Years 9 and 10) and Senior 
(Years 9-11) team being finalised for the competition 
against five other schools.
Junior Team : Third Place
The Junior team was extremely competitive all day. 
After a nervous start, the girls found their rhythm as the 
day progressed with many close matches. A number of 
matches were decided by a sudden death point in the fifth 
set. The girls lost in the semi-final narrowly missing a grand 
final appearance, and finished the day with a win securing 
third place overall.
Intermediate Team: Third Place
The girls won a number of matches throughout the day and 
made an appearance in the semi-final. Like the Junior team, 
they lost in a close match, however were able to finish on a 
positive note with a third place overall. All 10 students from 
the Intermediate team contributed equally throughout 
the day, displaying very promising signs for next year’s 
competition! 
Senior Team: Sixth Place
Although our Senior team had a tough day finishing the 
competition in sixth place, they never gave up and had 
a great attitude all day. The standard of competition was 
very high and improvement was evident from the Senior 
team as the day progressed. A number of Year 9 students 
assisted with numbers and performed well. 
A big thank you to our coaches Mr Nguyen, Ms Flanagan 
and Mr Wilkes who did a fantastic job assisting with 
selection, training and the match day. All students did a 
great job representing Sion.

Weekly Sport Results 

Senior

Cricket Round 1: Sion (4/76) def by OLMC (2/133)

Round 2: Sion (5/52) def Siena (0/161)

Basketball Round 1: Sion (41) def Fintona (14)

Round 2: Sion (28) def Siena (23)
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Co-curricular News

 
House 
Coordinator –  
Jaclyn Taylor

House News
Welcome back to Term 4 and what an 
exciting term it is. This term is a new 
beginning for all four Houses as the House 
Cup is currently sitting on zero. The new 
House Captains are all excited to start and 
are hoping for maximum participation and 
lots of House spirit. 
We have a couple of House activities 
running throughout this term and the new 
Captains are looking forward to seeing you 
all there. 

Sports Stars of the Week
Rose Laidlaw, 10 Blue and Saskia Nannes, 11 Gold

Rose Laidlaw and Saskia Nannes are our Sports Stars for this week. Both girls 
were chosen to represent Girls’ Sport Victoria (GSV) for Netball, placing them 
among the best ten students across all GSV schools in Netball, which is an 
outstanding achievement. Below, they have shared their experience as part 
of this team:
During the holiday break on Friday 27 September, Rose and I were lucky 
enough to represent Our Lady of Sion College in the GSV Interstate 
competition. This competition was held in Bowral, NSW and consisted of six 
full games over the weekend. The weekend contained many hard fought, nail-
biting games and due to our amazing teamwork and determined attitudes, we 
came out with a second place. Both Rose and myself are grateful and feel very 
privileged to have been chosen to represent our school as well as GSV and we 
have come away from the three days with improved skills and new friendships. 
Congratulations Saskia and Rose – we are very proud of your achievements 
and the way you represented the College and GSV!

•	 Tuesday 22 October:  House "Mr Squiggle" Drawing Competition
•	 Monday 28 October:  House Badminton (Years 7 and 8)
•	 Tuesday 29 October: House Badminton (Years 9, 10 and 11)
•	 Friday 29 November: Year 7 2020 Orientation Day House Activities
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Careers at OLSC
Success flows when you throw yourself in and have a go - mistakes and all. 

      Emma Isaacs (Entrepreneur)
It was with great pleasure that the College attended the 2019 Mullum Cluster VET 
awards on Monday 14 October. The night showcased students and their Vocational 
Education and Training (VET) work. It was a chance for students, families and schools 
to celebrate outstanding academic excellence within the various VET offerings.
Congratulations to Amelia Bey (Certificate III Early Childhood Education and Care), 
Stephanie Bianco (Certificate III Beauty Services), Monique Dakis (Certificate III 
Community Services), Georgia Horkins (Certificate III Beauty Services), and Sarah 
Kelzi (Certificate II Salon Assistant) who were given Excellence Awards.
Congratulations to Analeise Brosnan (Certificate III in Community Services), Bridget 
Hindle (Certificate III in Community Services), Daniela Lombardo (Certificate II in 
Animal Studies),  Ashlee Pohl (Certificate II in Animal Studies, fast tracked), Miranda 
Smith (Certificate II in Animal Studies), and Laura Varrasso (Certificate III in Make up) 
were given Merit Awards. 

Careers and 
Pathways –  
Brooke O’Hara

Students and families can find the fortnightly Careers newsletter at  
www.olsccareers.com/?page=newsletter.
In this fortnight’s newsletter there is information relating to:
• Upcoming Events – VTAC Key dates reminder, Year 12 Change of Preference

Period (COP), Holmesglen Information Evening – Sports Industry

• Things to Consider – Tax File Numbers, Study Assist website, Health Care Cards

• Research ideas – The GIST (Girls in STEM toolkit)
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Opening Celebration Gala 
Tuesday 22 October 

4.00 — 8.00 pm
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OUR LADY OF SION COLLEGE
PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
All Parents/Guardians are warmly invited to attend the Parents’ Association AGM, to be held on 
Monday 21 October 2019, commencing at 7.00 pm, in the Ratisbonne Boardroom.
 
If you would like further information, please contact  
Caroline Athey (Secretary) at carolineathey02@gmail.com.

Adele Pasquini
President
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