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Principal

Our Lady of Sion College aims to ensure 
that the young people in our care receive a 
high standard of education that prioritises 
their wellbeing, learning, spiritual and 
personal growth in a safe and supportive 
environment. The College is committed 
to nurturing respectful relationships and 
active partnerships with parents/guardians. 
Parents/guardians act as one of the most 
influential role models in a child’s life. We 
believe that our students’ learning journeys 
are enriched through positive and reciprocal 
home and school relationships. 

Our Lady of Sion College Code of Belonging

Our Lady of Sion College Newsletter 
2019 College Theme: Welcoming Each Other

Our recently published Code of Belonging promotes and upholds the core 
values of our school community and its culture of respectful relationships. 
We constantly look for how we can enhance the home - school partnership 
and create a strong sense of belonging for all who are a part of our school. 
We also seek to strengthen our relationship with communities beyond 
the College in order that our students may benefit and develop skills of 
listening, discernment and agency. Community engagement and all its 
benefits were highlighted by a number of recent events which involved 
students, families, staff and the broader community. 
Our recent Student Progress Meetings were once again well attended and 
allowed parents, teachers and students to discuss academic achievement 
and areas for future attention. I encourage families to continue to avail 
themselves of these opportunities to support their daughters and teachers 
who are seeking the best outcome for students. Parent/Guardians are, of 
course, encouraged to contact their daughter’s teachers at any time and to 
do so directly as their daughter’s teachers are always the best first port of 
call.
Last Friday, we were delighted to host another very successful Significant 
Men’s breakfast which saw record numbers in attendance. The morning was 
hosted by our student leaders who helped serve food, led the presentation 
and entertainment, compiled another interesting Kahoot quiz that brought 
out everyone’s competitive spirit, and prepared and offered gifts to our 
visitors as they left. The breakfast could not have occurred without the 
support of many of our staff who arrived early to prepare the food and set 
up. Thank you to all who contributed to this event. I hope the significant 
men in our students’ lives enjoyed the celebration. As our student leaders 
commented in their welcome, often women are identified as those who 
nurture children and young people, however, our students also flourish 
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1065 Whitehorse Road 

Box Hill Vic 3128 
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Important Dates
Week B — Humanities Week

Wednesday 11 September

Unit 4 Drama Solos Performance 
Evening, Miriam Theatre, 7.00 pm

Chinese Trip 2020 Information 
Evening, 7.00 pm 
Thursday 12 September

R U OK? Day

Year 10 Ballroom Dancing 
Presentation Evening 
(6.00 pm – Rehearsal 
7.00 pm – Presentation) 
Box Hill Town Hall

Week A — Sport/PE Week

Monday 16 September

College Talk and Tour @ 9.30 am

Term 3 Soiree 
Miriam Theatre @ 5.00 pm

VCE Unit 4 Music Performance 
Recital, Miriam Theatre @ 7.00 pm

Sports Awards Evening 
LHC @ 7.00 pm
Tuesday 17 September

Investiture Assembly
Wednesday 18 September

Indigenous Immersion Trip departs
Friday 20 September

Last day of Term 3 
Students dismissed @ 3.15 pm

 
From the 
Principal –  
Tina 
Apostolopoulos
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through the relationships they have with men who support and guide them. 
This is particularly important in our modern world where we are all seeking 
good role models – male and female - upon which to model our lives.
No sooner had we farewelled our significant men, than our Year 10 
students began to welcome students from Ilim College, Sirius College, 
Mount Scopus Memorial College, Marist-Sion College and Catholic 
College Sale for our annual Day of Dialogue. We hope the day provided 
a meaningful opportunity for students of different faiths to meet and talk 
about their faith and to deepen students’ understanding of Judaism, Islam 
and Christianity by engaging with people from these faith traditions. Each 
year, I am struck by the way the day impacts upon our students and the 
way their commitment to freedom of religion and respect for diversity are 
strengthened.
Finally, our Staff Spirituality Day took on a different flavour this year. It 
offered all staff an opportunity to explore our charism with three different 
community options:
•	 An interfaith experience at the Islamic Museum and Jewish Holocaust 

Centre
•	 A Retreat Day focusing on prayer and spirituality
•	 Outreach opportunities focusing on justice and volunteering in the 

community

The aim of the day was to allow all staff to experience the same 
opportunities we offer our students and in so doing, support our students 
through the shared dialogue that we hope will ensue. Staff will have an 
opportunity to participate in each of the above activities over the next two 
years. 
Best wishes to all our students and in particular our Year 12 students as we 
approach the final fortnight of Term 3.
Tina Apostolopoulos 
College Principal
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Our College theme Welcoming Each Other was certainly visible last Friday when our 
annual Day of Dialogue was held. Students from Mount Scopus Memorial College, 
Ilim College, Sirius College, Catholic College Sale and Marist-Sion College joined 
our Year 10 students for a wonderful opportunity for inter-faith dialogue between 
Jewish, Islamic and Christian faith traditions and the students embraced this with 
great interest and enthusiasm.
Our College mission calls us to ‘actively seek to transform the world’ and to be 
‘concerned always for justice, truth, reconciliation and peace’. The opportunities 
through the Day of Dialogue allowed for everyone involved to develop a greater 
awareness, respect and understanding of our religious connections with one 
another and at the same time to make some new friendships too. 
Some reflections from two Year 10 Students:
Before the Day of Dialogue, I was extremely nervous but also excited at the same 

 
Acting Deputy 
Principal – 
Faith and Mission, 
Anna Gionfriddo 

time as I didn’t know what to expect. Finally the day came and I was nervous about 
what to say or how to approach the other students but once we got seated in the Miriam Theatre, I discovered that 
they were as nervous as I was. I quickly made friends with students from the other schools and talked about how 
different and similar our schools are. 
I enjoyed this day as it really opened up my eyes to all the different religions and how they differ from mine. My 
favourite part of the day was talking to the students and learning not only about their religion but about them as 
people. I am very happy that I got the opportunity to participate in this event and hope that everyone enjoyed the 
day as much as I did and will take on the key message of loving and accepting everyone. Brisna Paulcy, 10 Red
I was lucky enough to be chosen to participate in the fifth Day of Dialogue held at Our Lady of Sion College. By far, I 
am happy to say that this was the most incredible opportunity I have been offered here at the school. Not only was I 
given the opportunity to lead a group of Year 10 students who all have different ideas about faith, but I was also able 
to make friends and create an open conversation around the questions many would be afraid to ask. 
Early in the day we had a welcome from each school, then we were asked to split into smaller groups. We engaged 
in conversations about our faith, our school identity and had the opportunity to ask questions about our faith. 
By creating a safe space to discuss with people of our own age, it broke down the stigma and misconceptions I 
had about other religions. Instead of just being taught by a teacher who was Catholic, I was able to be taught by 
someone who follows a different faith than myself. This gave me insight into many different topics and really put 
into perspective how easy I have it and how strong some people are to continue in their faith, despite the negative 
misconceptions they may have to deal with. Thank you for such a wonderful day. I have gained knowledge that I will 
be sure to never forget. Julia Tingate, 10 Silver

In Remembrance
Our particular thoughts and prayers go to Isabella Tino (7 Orange) whose 
grandfather passed away recently. 
We remember Isabella and her family in a special way at this sad time. 
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and may your perpetual light shine 
upon him. May his soul and the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace, 
Amen. Rest in Peace
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It is difficult to believe that there are only 
two weeks left of Term 3 and at this time 
of year we are planning for the end of 
the academic year. An integral part of 
this is planning subjects, timetables and 
booklists for 2020. Another part of this is 
acknowledging student achievement in a 
range of endeavours through the College 
Colours Program.  
For parents who are new to the College, 
I encourage you to familiarise yourself 
with the College Colours Program. This 
information is available on the College 
website which you can access by clicking on 
this link

 
Learning and 
Teaching –  
Michelle Rangelov

https://www.sion.catholic.edu.au/embrace-discovery/college-colours
As our Year 12 students are coming to the end of formal classes in October, 
we will be acknowledging their contribution to and involvement in the 
Colours Program. A User Guide for the checking of points is available on 
the SEQTA Dashboard.

Year 12 Colours

Friday 20 September:  Year 12 Colours points close 
Monday 7 October:  Review of Points Applications open
Wednesday 9 October:  Review Applications close at 4pm
Friday 18 October:  Colours awarded at Year 12 Graduation 
The coming weeks and Week 1 of Term 4 is understandably a busy time 
for our Year 12 students but in order to avoid disappointment, I strongly 
recommend that points are checked during this time and applications for 
review submitted by the due date. 

Years 7-11 Colours Awards and Academic Awards

As we come to the latter part of Term 3, I would like to also advise students 
and parents of the following key dates:
Wednesday 30 October: Year 7-11 Colours points close for all areas 
     except Academic Excellence
From Thursday 31 October: Year 7-11 check points in SEQTA
Friday 8 November:  Review of Points Applications close at 4pm
Thursday 21 November : Year 7-11 Academic results contributing to 
    Academic awards close
If students believe that there is a discrepancy in the number of points 
allocated in SEQTA, they are to collect an Application to Review Points as 
soon as possible and submit it by Friday 8 November 4pm. 
Please note that although academic results for academic awards close 
on Thursday 21 November, learning programs will continue with any 
assessments due after this date contributing to Semester 2 Reports.

https://www.sion.catholic.edu.au/embrace-discovery/college-colours
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Acting Deputy 
Principal –  
Student Wellbeing,  
John McInerney

National Child Protection Week 
2019

This week sees the recognition of National 
Child Protection Week. At Our Lady of 
Sion College, we are fully committed to 
ensuring that all girls in our care are safe 
so as to maximise their wellbeing and 
learning.

National Child Protection Week will take 
place from 1–7 September 2019.

Interestingly, I was reading an article in The 
Age on the weekend about Father’s Day. It 
quoted a senior lecturer at the University 
of Newcastle who has completed research 

into children’s development. The overall message of the article seemed to 
suggest that the more interaction parents/guardians can have with their 
children at a young age, the more positive outcomes can be achieved in 
relation to academic and emotional performance, together with social 
adjustment and mental health.  

This allowed me to reflect on our Significant Men’s Breakfast that was held 
at our College last Friday. How lovely it was to see our Piazza and Miriam 
Theatre full of girls with one of the significant males in their lives – sharing a 
meal, enjoying the entertainment, and even battling through a Kahoot quiz 
– so much fun and engagement with each other.
These positive interactions continue to be about understanding, trust and 
love.
As a Catholic and Sionian school, our moral, legal and mission-driven 
responsibility is to create an environment where the dignity of each person 
is respected and all staff strive towards the full flourishing of each student.
We uphold each student’s sacredness and unique giftedness, and work 
towards her fulfilment by creating a nurturing, welcoming and safe 
environment.
Our College school safety policy can be found on our website: 
www.sion.catholic.edu.au/embrace-discovery/child-safety

http://napcan.org.au/NCPW/
http://www.sion.catholic.edu.au/embrace-discovery/child-safety
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I wonder can you feel it too?
It’s a mix of emotions currently with our Year 
12 community. That mix is made up by:
•	 Friends
•	 Family
•	 Personal expectations
•	 Preparing and completing final SACs, 

assessment tasks and competency units
•	 Folios are due
•	 Trial exams are not that far away
•	 What do I want to do next year?

 
Year 12 –  
Adam Rieusset

Within this space there are lots of thoughts (both negative and positive) and to 
some of these thoughts and questions our students don’t have the answer and 
to that I say, “That’s okay”.
Motivation is an emotion that might be a little low at the moment and I would 
like to share below the Andrew Fuller resource that speaks about motivation 
and how we, as individuals and as families, can re-ignite it. 

Dates for the Diary
Friday 20 September    Last day of Term 3  
Monday 23 September –  
Thursday 26 September   VCAA trial exams  
Monday 7 October    First day of Term 4   
Thursday 17 October   Last day of classes Term 4
Friday 18 October    Celebration and Graduation Day 
Monday 21 October    SWOTVAC commences  
Wednesday 30 October   First day VCAA exams  
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/Key-dates/Pages/VCE-exam-timetable.aspx

Wednesday 20 November   Last day VCAA exams  
Friday 22 November    Year 12 Valedictory @ MCG Members Dining Room
Thursday 12 December   Year 12 results released 
https://careersblog.vtac.edu.au/2019/04/23/2019-vce-results-and-atar-release-brought-forward-to-thursday-12-december/

'Goals are good... Systems are better' is one of the topics that Andrew speaks 
of in his resource. To get to your goal we need to have the systems and 
structures in place that allow us to experience success along our journey. We 
can’t ‘want’ to have an amazing ATAR (end result) without being willing to do 
the work. The systems that we all develop and refine will hold us in a good 
position right throughout our lives. Always remember, the journey (where the 
learning and growing occurs) is just as, if not more important, than that final 
destination or end result.
https://www.generationnext.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Reigniting-
Motivation-and-Brochure.pdf

Technology is always a part of all of our lives and it certainly can be a very big part of the lives of our Year 12 
students. Last week I came across the following article that talks about the impact that looking at a mobile phone or 
similar device can have on our ability to then go back and complete the task you are working on. For me the clear 
message is that we should minimize the use of mobile phones whilst we are studying, until we have finished all 
tasks. The research suggests that we will remain more productive and achieve more if we can do this. 
https://www.technologynetworks.com/neuroscience/news/need-a-brain-break-your-cellphone-wont-help
I hope that all Year 12 community members have a great few weeks and we (the Year 12 Pastoral team) look 
forward to working with you over this time.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/Key-dates/Pages/VCE-exam-timetable.aspx
https://careersblog.vtac.edu.au/2019/04/23/2019-vce-results-and-atar-release-brought-forward-to-thursday-12-december/
https://www.generationnext.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Reigniting-Motivation-and-Brochure.pdf
https://www.generationnext.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Reigniting-Motivation-and-Brochure.pdf
https://www.technologynetworks.com/neuroscience/news/need-a-brain-break-your-cellphone-wont-help-323110?utm_campaign=NEWSLETTER_TN_Neuroscience&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=76167540&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9Od9FnMtDOP4xGG8Ipgdi2mAJII-3zVxcuqocnrg9EFoGN7ogLPoiCz0vzViKZg6q4cgOef_AqOuNaUKMWMchxYiefMXEIGwKSIZg4B0mXRxVPgB8&_hsmi=76167540
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VCE Trial Examinations

The VCE September Trial Examinations will 
take place in the first week of the school 
holidays from Monday September 23 to 
Thursday September 26.
All students completing a Unit 3/4 subject 
at Our Lady of Sion College are expected to 
attend.
Students are asked to be at school at least 
30 minutes before their examination and are 
asked to contact Ms Kelly at the school if they 
are absent or running late. 

 
 
Senior Learning 
Leader – 
Clare Kelly

Students are permitted to wear neat casual clothes. Students wishing to 
study at the College can attend on the days that their examinations are 
not timetabled, however they will need to sign in at student reception. The 
library will be available as a study area. 
The examination timetable has been published and distributed to the 
students. Parents of our Year 11 and 12 students have also been sent an 
e-mail notifying them of the timetable.
The September examinations offer our students a valuable opportunity to 
experience the VCAA examination process. The timing of their answers, the 
examination atmosphere and the presence of the external supervisors offer 
our students a ‘trial’ of the examination weeks to come.

Katrina Gurciullo
  

Rebecca Bennett Relay for Life Coordinators
Social Justice and Sport

This weekend around sixty students from different year levels and a number of staff will be spending their weekend 
at the Doncaster Athletics track for the 2019 Manningham Relay For Life as part of a joint Social Justice and Sport 
initiative. The group will spend twenty hours, from 4pm tomorrow till 12pm on Sunday, ensuring at least one 
member of the team is out on the track – a symbolic action for the ongoing nature of individuals’ and families’ 
battles with cancer.
As this is a community event, we warmly invite members of the Sion community to come along to support the 
team and join in for a lap or two. Please note however, that all students who are not a part of the official Sion 
Team are required to be supervised by a parent or guardian and cannot come unattended. Members of the 
community may be particularly interested in coming along for the Survivor and Carers Lap which will take place at 
4.15 pm, as well as the Candlelight Ceremony and memorial lap for those loved ones lost to cancer, beginning at 
8.00 pm.
Whilst the Relay Team has done a fantastic job already fundraising, with a bake sale yesterday and online donations, 
they welcome any contribution you feel you can make and invite you to use the following link to contribute to their 
fight to find a cure for cancer: http://fundraising.cancer.org.au/goto/OLSC2019

http://fundraising.cancer.org.au/goto/OLSC2019
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Year 10 –  
Paul Kerr

Final preparations are 
underway for our Ballroom 
Presentation Evening next 
Thursday. With one rehearsal 
left to finesse the dances they 
have learnt over the weekly 
lessons, the students are 
looking forward to sharing the 
evening with you. 
Last week, a number of our 
students participated in the 
Day of Dialogue which was a 
great success. We also held a 
morning tea to celebrate the 
term, the beginning of spring 
and another chance for us to 
come together. After a short 
speech and praying the Our 
Father as a level, we shared a 
morning tea.
I look forward to seeing you 
next Thursday night. 

 
Year 11 –  
Lauren Amalfi

The Year 11 team is focusing on working 
with students to improve motivation 
levels, accountability for learning and to 
engender a positive mindset across the 
year level. We have been working with 
students to also encourage them to be 
proactive in developing positive teacher 
student relationships and seek out feedback 
for continuous growth and progression. 
I encourage our families to support us 
with this message and if you notice your 
daughter being concerned about a subject, 
to be proactive in addressing this. 

In Pastoral, we have also focused on unpacking what support looks like and 
any additional support that students need; from the College, from peers 
and channels students can seek out. Students have developed a number of 
activities that also enhance the connections across the year level.
As always, if you have any questions or concerns please don’t hesitate to 
contact myself or your daughter's Homeroom teacher.
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Ayin
Last week, the Year 9 students wrapped up their formal study of the Cultural Diversity 
Unit, presenting their assessment tasks on an aspect of their chosen topic. Students 
selected a range of areas to discuss, from the journey of a refugee to Australia to 
rebutting comments made by Pauline Hanson; from exploring the changing nature 
of multiculturalism in the AFL to reviewing films portraying stories of Indigenous 
Australians; from the effects of the White Australia Policy to an interview with a 
local practising Muslim. It was wonderful to see the breadth of topics covered, the 
enthusiasm in which the task was approached as well as the passion that was evident 
in the presentations as the girls shared what they had learned.
Through the upcoming College Newsletters, I will be sharing some of the work 
of the Ayin students and the messages they wish to impart to their peers and 
the wider community. The first one is a video created by Chloe Giannakenas and 
Francesca Zeccola which supplemented an oral presentation with research on the 

 
 
Year 7–10 
Discovery 
Learning Leader 
Rebecca Bennett

experience of different migrant groups who have come to make Australia home. The video captures the diversity 
of our College community and aims to promote the positive elements of cultural identities, rather than associated 
stereotypes. It can be viewed using the following link: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z6hcNz67Du_IsK4MH_TN7sdHesTJrp5N/view?usp=sharing
Images here also display artwork by a number of students who chose to visually represent their research findings. 
These include works done by: Femke De Korte and Kirsten Forster to show the experience of refugees in detention 
centres; Tahlia Florio and Evelyn Wu to show the experience of different groups of people in Australian society 
– cultural groups, indigenous Australians and refugees; and Holly Richmond, Claudia Scully and Rosie Wallbridge-
Hall to show the journey of a refugee.

Tahlia Florio & Evelyn Wu - 9 Gold

Femke De Korte & Kirsten Forster - 9 White Claudia Scully, Holly Richmond & Rosie Wallbridge-Hall  - 9 White

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z6hcNz67Du_IsK4MH_TN7sdHesTJrp5N/view?usp=sharing
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Throughout the year, I have had many 
conversations with the Year 7s about how 
they are finding being at Our Lady of Sion 
College. Upon reflection many of the 
students couldn’t believe that we are nearing 
the end of the term and have only one term 
of Year 7 left! Here are some of the things that 
the Year 7s have enjoyed about the year so 
far:
Getting to know new people.  
Isabella Pititto, 7 Purple

All the different opportunities you can be part of 
at Sion- there is always something happening. 
Tia Miller, 7 Purple

 
Year 7 – 
Michelle Arnold

Making new friends. Bridget Davidson, 7 Gold

I like the different subjects we get to experience and moving around the school, 
as well as making new friends. Georgie Brisbane, 7 Gold

Making new friends and feeling supported by my teachers.  
Grace Mercieca, 7 Red.

The class leaders led a positive affirmation session in our pastoral lesson 
this week, where positive affirmation cards were produced for each student. 
It was great to see the leaders initiate this idea and see the messages being 
passed around the year level.  The activity is a reminder to the Year 7s that 
we are ALL important and need to remember we all need to make the effort 
to share some positive words as it is too easy to get caught up in negativity. 

As the ‘pointy end’ of Term 3 approaches and assessment loads begin to 
increase, on Tuesday 3 September the Year 8s were able to break things up 
a little and take part in the Year 8 Cheer and Dance Competition. 
Across this term, during Homeroom, Pastoral sessions and many 
lunchtime rehearsals, each Homeroom has been working extremely hard 
on producing a class ‘Cheer and Dance’ performance. The Homeroom 
teachers and myself have been impressed by the enthusiasm, creativity and 
determination displayed by the Year 8s this term whist participating in this 
project. Each class has worked together and learnt how to communicate 
effectively with each other and it has been a delight to watch the girls come 
together, work as one, and have lots of laughs along the way. 
Congratulations girls on all of your hard work, you should be very proud of 
yourselves! 
This term has been an extremely busy one with many different activities 
happening within the year level and around the school. Term 4 will be 
just as exciting, if not more so with the Year 8 camp scheduled in Week 6. 
Information packages will be sent home in the final week of Term 3.

 
Year 8 – 
Jordyn Frood
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Mathematics – 
Amy Proctor

Year 7 and 8 Mathematics Games 
Day

Congratulations and thank you to the 
following students from Years 7 and 8 who 
represented Sion at recent Maths Games 
Days run by the Mathematical Association of 
Victoria.
Year 7: Nikitha Beemadi, Tianna Duffin, Abby 
Hilson, Abbey Hubbard, Lee Xin Low, Nikki 
Oo, Helen Qi, Claudia Rodman.
Year 8: Zoe Bairamis, Ella Curry, Taline 
Gaudion, Akshita Gupta, Naya Hanna, Elyse 
Harvie, Cady Lin, Kate Severa. 

Physics Breakfast @ Monash University - Clayton 

 
Science – 
Cassie Marsden

The following is a report written by the Year 8 team:
On Wednesday 28 August we had the opportunity to participate in the 
Year 8 Maths Games Day where we competed against 53 different schools 
from Victoria. We met new students from around the state, and expanded 
our problem-solving skills. The whole day was a great experience, where 
we made new friends and challenged ourselves while solving complicated 
Maths problems. It was a great opportunity to bond with students from our 
school that we may not have known very well.  Special thanks to Ms Proctor 
and Ms Davey for making this day possible!
On behalf of all students, thank you to both Ms Davey and Ms Kitch who 
accompanied the students on these days.

On Wednesday 28 August, seven Year 9 and 10 students attended the Physics Breakfast at Monash University, 
Clayton. The day started off with a challenge to build the tallest tower with pipe cleaners and was filled with 
discussions with scientists or professionals who are using STEM skills at their various workplaces. The students had 
opportunities to listen to Dr Helen Maynard-Casely speak about their work at the Australian Nuclear Science and 
Technology Organisation and their use of Australia’s only nuclear reactor, as well as ask experts in their field about 
their Science careers. Here is what our students had to say about the day: 
The Physics Breakfast was a valuable experience that deepened my knowledge of career options in STEM. The 
discussions I had exposed me to the variety of career pathways that are available, and the personal stories they 
shared were insightful and provided me with an idea of what to expect from a future in physics.  
Madeline Ballingall, 10 White
Being immersed in an environment surrounded by professionals and other individuals who were passionate about 
physics was truly inspiring. It was amazing to discuss with these like minded women, possible careers in science and 
how girls are participating in STEM. Caitlin Wans, 10 Purple
This experience was very eye opening to the many opportunities available.  Sharing breakfast with other girls doing 
Physics provided good discussion about doing VCE Physics and studying further once leaving school.  Overall, it 
was a very rewarding experience, and I am grateful for the opportunity to attend. Annie Squires, 10 Silver
Attending the Physics Breakfast was such an amazing opportunity to listen to other women who have similar 
passions to us and to hear about their career paths, what they have discovered, and how their love of science has 
developed. I really enjoyed finding out more about many new and interesting areas of science. This experience has 
encouraged me to keep believing in myself, follow my dreams, and know that it is acceptable to make mistakes. I am 
very grateful for this incredible experience. Caitlin Gorry, 9 Blue
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Music –  
Martin Macaulay

Australian Music Examinations 
Board

Congratulations to the following students who 
achieved success in the recent round of AMEB 
exams:
•	 Melanie Veprek (11 Red) – Trumpet Grade 5
•	 Sara Deeb (8 White) – Piano Grade 7
•	 Lizzie Kim (9 Gold) – Flute Grade 5 
•	 Annie Squires (10 Silver) – Double Bass 

Grade 4
•	 Victoria Gallagher (10 Blue) – Cello Grade 3.

Upcoming Music Dates
•	 Friday 6 September – Senior Jazz Ensemble Jazz Night with ‘Plan B Big Band’, 7.45 pm Box Hill RSL

•	 Thursday 12 September – R U OK? Day Open Mic, 1.10 pm Piazza

•	 Monday 16 September – Term 3 Soiree,  5.00 pm Miriam Theatre

•	 Monday 16 September – VCE Unit 4 Recital, 7.00 pm Miriam Theatre

•	 Friday 18 October – Year 12 Graduation and Eucharist

•	 Thursday 21 November – Year 7 Spring Concert, 7.00 pm Miriam Theatre

•	 Thursday 5 December – Night of Excellence, 7.00 pm LHC

There are a further 15 students sitting AMEB exams in the upcoming session 
in September/October.

VCE Music Performance

The Year 12 VCE Music Performance students are busy preparing their 
external recital programs. Their Unit 4 concert repertoire will be presented in 
the Miriam Theatre on Monday 16 September from 7pm. Please come along 
and support the girls.

Sion First Band

The Year 6 students involved in the Sion First Band music program presented 
the Mid-Year Concert last week to a large audience in the Miriam Theatre. The 
girls performed a repertoire including ‘Court of the Noble Trumpeteers’, ‘The 
Tempest’, and ‘Nighthawk’. Each section then presented a small piece and 
some of the girls had the opportunity to conduct the entire band.

R U OK? Day

The Music Representatives, led by Chelsea Elder (12 Silver), have arranged an 
Open Mic on Thursday 12 September at lunchtime in the Piazza.

Careers at OLSC
I am not what happened to me. I am what I choose to become.     
             Carl Jung (Psychologist)
Students and families can find the fortnightly Careers newsletter at   
www.olsccareers.com/?page=newsletter.
In this fortnight’s newsletter there is information relating to:
•	 Upcoming Events – Year 12 VTAC assistance, Swinburne Advice Night, Tertiary 

Open Days, Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine Information Session

•	 Career in the Spotlight – Paramedic

•	 Things to Consider – Sports Leadership 

•	 Research ideas – Diploma of Teacher Education, Australian Apprenticeships.

 
Careers and 
Pathways –  
Brooke O’Hara
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Art competition: I am, you 
are; we are Sionian

In anticipation of Sion Day, the 
latest Art competition asked 
students to artistically represent 
what it means to be Sionian. 
These are some of the works 
that were entered and will now 
be exhibited in the student 
reception area. All entrants are 
to be congratulated. This has 
been our 7th Art competition 
for the year and many students 
took on the opportunity to enter 
artworks that were made either 
manually or digitally. Our next art 
competition is paper based and 
encourages students to work in 
origami and/or collage. 

Abbey Marks, 7 Orange. My 
artwork represents all the students 
of Our Lady of Sion and the lovely 
community we have here. It relates 
to all us Sionians, as we walk through 
Sion's cherry-red gates, ready for 
another day of fun and learning. My 
artwork also represents how we are 
proud to be a daughter of Sion, and 
how we wear our uniform with pride, 
positively representing our school.

Charlotte Stout, 9 Blue. My artwork 
relates to what it means to be Sionian 
because I have included the school 
motto, 'Speaking the Truth in Love', at 
the top. The heart below it, connects with 
this theme and also represents how we 
are like one big family. The words inside 
the heart are the values which are taught 
and shown within the Sion community, as 
I believe they show what is means to be 
a daughter of Sion. The school logo and 
the cross symbolise our Catholic faith, 
which is another important aspect of the 
College.

Rose Lim, 9 White. This relates to 
being a Sionian as the maple leaf 
is like each one of us. We are all 
connected to the same tree = Sion, 
as seen from all the hats on the tree. 
We are all in this together!

Severine Cherry, 7 Red. The girl 
represents a student who embodies 
the College's vision statement of 
"sowing seeds of hope, uncovering 
excellence within and inspiring a 
commitment to justice".

In the background I have explored all 
the words that I believe are what make 
Sion.

Manisha Boyagama, 8 Purple

Victoria Hynes, 7 Blue
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Year 11 Drama Physical Theatre Workshop  
with Katie Cawthorne 

Our Year 11 Drama students are focusing on their ensemble 
pieces around The Black Saturday Bush Fires and were given 
the opportunity to have a Physical Theatre Workshop with 
Katie Cawthorne, a professional director and physical theatre 
practitioner currently working at the National Institute of 
Circus Arts. Our girls engaged deeply with physical theatre 
techniques and created some beautiful work during the 
session. 
The workshop was very useful for building on our physical 
theatre techniques as we will need these in our ensemble 
performances. 
Amelia Sullivan, Unit 2 Drama Student 
Our Winter Workshop series on Thursdays has continued with 
Eryn Saunders and Stephanie Joshua of Year 10 facilitating 
a picture stimulus session where students used images as 
starting points to create theatre. Daisy Stafford and Erin 
Kavanagh in Year 8 ran an improvisation workshop where our 
junior students practised quick thinking, offering, accepting, 
advancing and extending the drama. We have been so 
impressed with how many students want to share their talents 
either through running workshops or attending them. 
This week we have our 60 Second Film Festival coming 
up, a Year 11 excursion to The Malthouse to see Australian 
Realness and our Year 12 students will be showing their Solo 
performance examination pieces on 11 September at 7:00pm 
in the Miriam Theatre. 
This term has been jam-packed with drama fun and we look 
forward to much more! 

 
Drama – 
Alex Bleazby

Winter Workshop- Improvisation

 
Arts – 
Natasha Borg

In Year 7 Drama we focus on performance and expressive skills. Students learn 
how to use voice and movement to create meaning and develop characters. 
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Co-curricular News

 
 

Head of Sport –  
Katrina Gurciullo

Aerobics Nationals

From 17 - 19 August, the Sion Aerobics team 
‘Fight Squad’ travelled interstate to the Gold 
Coast, to compete in the National School 
Aerobics Championships. Us girls, along 
with Ms Frood and Ms Gurciullo, stayed at 
the Nobby Beach Holiday Village where we 
played some intense rounds of Uno and 
charades in the midst of all our practising. 
We also learnt the effects of having too much 
sugar, especially around sleeping time. 

On Sunday we ventured into the beautiful warm weather, going to 
Broadbeach and Pacific Fair before preparing for the competition later that 
night. 
After training for so long, the moment was finally here to perform and all the 
girls stood up to the challenge and performed their absolute best! We were 
placed ninth in the country which we are very proud of. 
Written by Fight Squad
The girls should be extremely proud of their efforts and to be placed in 
the top 10 in the country is quite the achievement. After many months and 
hours of hard work, it paid off. Congratulations girls!
(Team members: Olivia Kelly, Sophie McColl, Grace Midgley, Tamara 
Bratovic, Alanah Shelley, Isobel Leonard)

GSV Division 3 Track and Field Carnival

On Wednesday 28 August, the Track and Field team competed in the 
GSV Division 3 Championship Carnival at Lakeside Stadium in Albert Park. 
Everyone showed great determination and willingness to do their best and 
encouraged each other throughout the day. We had some great results 
with Juniors and Intermediates coming third, Seniors coming fourth and the 
school also coming third overall. There were also some amazing individual 
efforts with girls placed in the top three in their respective events. Our relay 
teams were also very successful and we were very proud of all the girls and 
their motivation to push each other to do their best. We cannot wait to see 
who will be competing in the upcoming championship evening and wish all 
the best to those who are.  
Kristen Bertoldi and Jorja Livingstone, Individual Sport Captains
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Co-curricular News

Sports Star of the Week
Claire Sardana, 7 Blue

Weekly Sport Results 

Junior Intermediate Senior

Volleyball Sion A (3-95) def Loreto2 (1-60)

Sion B (3-75) def Loreto2 (0-52)

Sion C (0-48) def by Loreto2 (3-75)

Sion A (3-78) def Lowther Hall (0-60)

Sion B (3-75) def by Lowther Hall (0-59)

Sion C (3-75) def by Lowther Hall (0-54)

Sion (0-42) def by PLC (3-75)

Badminton Sion A (0-2-245) def by MLC2 (4-8-292)

Sion B (4-8-240) def MLC2(0-0-120) 

Sion A (0-1-178) def by Camberwell A 
(4-8-265)

Sion B (2-4-214) def by Camberwell B 
(2-5-234) 

Sion (3-6-253) def Melbourne 
Girls Grammar (1-4-248)

Soccer Sion A (4) defeated PLC (3)

Sion B (0) def by PLC (4)

Sion (3) def Korowa (0)

Congratulations to Claire Sardana for being awarded 
Sports Star of the week. Claire wrote a small article about 
her recent experience that has earnt her this award!
On 3 August of this year, I went to Tashkent, Uzbekistan 
to represent Australia in the 4th World Taekwondo Cadet 
Championships. 
The competition ran throughout four days, with 549 athletes 
from 45 different countries from around the world - 19 of 
them Australians, representing their respective category, 
myself being in the Female -33kg division. There were 26 
competitors in my weight division and we sparred on the 
first day, where I fought against Ukraine. Although I lost and 
didn’t come home with a medal, the whole experience was 
amazing and one I will never forget. Throughout this time, I 
was able to meet new people and forge friendships not only 
with the Australian Team athletes, but also with athletes from 
other countries, locals, and volunteers.
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Parent News
Fatima Feast Day 2019
The last Feast Day for the year was held on Tuesday 3 September and what a 
beautiful day it was - nice and sunny. This day allowed students to celebrate what it 
means to be a member of Fatima House.
The House Captains, Kate Morris and Isobel Rae, greeted the students into the 
school early in the morning. 
During homeroom, they led a prayer which was shared over the PA with the rest of 
the College. This prayer reflected on a lovely piece of scripture and concluded with 
the history about Fatima. 
At recess, Fatima House members gathered for a drone photo, forming the number 
9 on the oval. This was the final photo that we needed to create 2019. Thank you to 
all the students who made it happen.  

 
House 
Coordinator –  
Jaclyn Taylor

During lunchtime, the House Captains and representatives ran some fun activities for the Fatima girls to participate 
in. It was truly wonderful to see so many Fatima students coming together for a bit of fun. 
Well done to the House Captains and Representatives: 
Isobel Rae, Kate Morris, Ruby Hogan, Manon Kilkenny, Grace Midgley, Tori Stone, Tahlia Florio, Scarlett Mansell, 
Amy Walsh, Georgie Brisbane and Lucy Bedford. Thank you also to the staff for all your hard work in the lead up to 
and on Fatima Feast Day. 
We all hope you enjoyed your special day. 
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Parent News

Lucy Miotello
  

Rebecca Bennett

Social Justice Coordinators

Staff Spirituality Day

At Our Lady of Sion College, we pride ourselves on the 
number of opportunities that we provide students to be 
involved in the life of the College and to develop their 
identity as Daughters of Sion. This year, for our Staff 
Spirituality Day, a new format was developed with the 
aim of providing similar opportunities for our College 
staff to develop a deeper understanding of our Sionion 
charism. We are blessed with a strong and unique 
charism inherited from the Sisters of Our Lady of Sion 
that places particular emphasis on interfaith dialogue, 
peace and justice for all people and prayer. A three-year 
program has been established and begun on Friday 23 
August which gives all staff the opportunity to immerse 
themselves in a different area each year. 
Staff who wanted to learn more about the interfaith 
element of our charism, took up the opportunity to visit 
the Jewish Holocaust Centre and the Islamic Museum of 
Victoria. Through this experience they were able to hear 
from a Holocaust survivor and learn about the faith and 
lives of Australian Muslims.
For staff who were interested in spending the day away 
from the business of school life, two retreat options were 
available to encourage reflection. The first option saw 
staff head into Fitzroy to explore elements of Catholic 
Melbourne, including St Patrick’s Cathedral, the Mary 
MacKillop Heritage Centre and the Mary Glowrey 
Museum. The second of these options was to spend 
the day at Holy Cross Retreat Centre in Templestowe 
exploring how Catholic Social Teachings may assist them 
in their individual ministries within the College.
The final group of staff chose to spend their day out in 
the community learning about and assisting a number 
of organisations that provide support and services to the 
local and global community. These included assisting 
with the foodbank and lunch program at the Asylum 
Seeker Resource Centre, gardening for the Harvest of 
Hope, helping in the warehouse at Second Bite, sewing 
and preparing elements of reusable sanitary items 
for Days For Girls and helping clients of the Exodus 
Community.
Our thanks and appreciation goes to all staff of the 
College for embracing this opportunity.
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