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Principal

In two weeks’ time, our Lenten journey 
concludes. Some may say, ‘Well, that was 
Lent, no different to other years; we had Ash 
Wednesday and I tried to give things up for 
a few weeks but it was hard, and I couldn’t 
keep it up’. If we have slipped into this way 
of thinking, we may have missed the chance 
to reconcile ourselves to a life that nourishes 
us as individuals and as a community. Lent 
is the invitation to reflect on how we live. To 
acknowledge the suffering and injustices in 
our world and recommit to alleviating this 
suffering. 

Our Lady of Sion College Newsletter 
2019 College Theme: Welcoming Each Other

Three practices emphasised during Lent are prayer, fasting and almsgiving. 
In simple terms, they call us to re-establish our relationship with the divine 
through prayer and to enter into a conversation with God where we may be 
open to listening and sharing. 

Fasting or ‘giving things up’ during Lent is a means of self-control. It’s a 
practice that encourages us to place the needs of others before our own; 
to suffer like others do so that we may redirect our lives towards what really 
matters – following in Jesus’ footsteps and attuning ourselves to the needs 
of our world. 

Almsgiving allows us to put our thoughts and words into action by focusing 
on the needs of others. On a daily basis, it also calls us to reach out to our 
families and communities; to strengthen our relationship by putting their 
needs – whatever they may be – before our own.

Last Sunday’s Gospel recalled the familiar story of the Prodigal Son. It’s a 
story that challenges us from each of the viewpoints within it. What courage 
did it take for the prodigal son to admit he was wrong and return home? 
How real is the hurt of the older son, who has lived his life according to 
tradition and expectations; and yet his brother, who has been selfish, is 
treated like a king? How forgiving is the father who patiently shows that the 
most important thing is unconditional love for both sons regardless of what 
journey in life they take?

 
From the 
Principal –  
Tina 
Apostolopoulos

Our Lady of Sion College 
1065 Whitehorse Road 

Box Hill Vic 3128 
Ph: +61 3 9890 9097 

E:info@sion.catholic.edu.au

Important Dates

Week B

Monday 22 April 

Easter Monday Public Holiday
Tuesday 23 April

First Day Term 2
Thursday 25 April

ANZAC Day Public Holiday

Week A

Wednesday 1 May

Italy 2020 Information Evening 
Miriam Theatre @ 7 pm
Friday 3 May

College Talk and Tour @ 9.30 am

College Jazz Ensemble leaves for 
Mt Gambier @ 8.30 am 
Generations in Jazz Festival  
(returning Sunday evening)

mailto:info@sion.catholic.edu.au
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Principal
Pope Francis told us in a recent tweet:

Every human being has the right to life, to dream and to 
find his or her rightful place in our ‘common home’! Every 

person has a right to the future. #ApostolicJourney

In order to achieve a rightful place in our ‘common home’, Lent encourages 
each of us to re-evaluate our lives and to realign ourselves with God’s vision 
through Jesus and His life. We do so each year because none of us is perfect. 
Lent is an opportunity to recommit to living a life where in our common 
home – our world – all are welcomed and cared for.

If we have let our intentions lapse in the last few weeks, perhaps we can take 
up this invitation once again, knowing that unconditional love and mercy are 
at the core of right relationship with God and with others. If we ever wanted 
some inspiration about what this might look like, we could listen to the words 
of Farid Ahmed, whose wife was killed in the recent Christchurch attack. 
Despite his tremendous suffering he said:

I don’t want to have a heart that is boiling like a volcano. A 
volcano has anger, fury, rage; it doesn’t have peace, it has 
hatred. It burns itself within and it burns the surroundings. 
I don’t want to have a heart like this and I believe no one 
does. I want a heart that will be full of love and care and 
full of mercy and will forgive lavishly. This heart doesn’t 

want any more lives to be lost. I have chosen peace, I have 
chosen love and I have forgiven. If our heart is full of love 

then peace will start from here.

What a challenge he has set before us all! And yet it is a reminder of the 
Easter promise we await in the coming weeks.

I take this opportunity to thank our students for the manner in which they 
have engaged with their learning and school life during Term 1. I hope this 
week’s Student Progress Meetings have affirmed your efforts and provided 
advice for continued improvement that will support you next term. Thank 
you to our staff for their dedication and commitment to providing the 
environment and opportunities that support our students. Once again, thank 
you to parents and guardians for working in partnership with us to help your 
daughters achieve their very best.

I would also like to inform parents and guardians that I will be on leave 
during the first week of Term 2. In my absence, Christine Kralj will be Acting 
Principal. 

God bless for a very happy Easter and a safe and restful term break.

Tina Apostolopoulos 
College Principal

https://twitter.com/hashtag/ApostolicJourney?src=hash
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Deputy Principal

In Remembrance

Our particular thoughts and prayers go to Daisy Stafford (8 Red) whose 
grandmother passed away last week. 

We remember Daisy and her family in a special way at this sad time.

Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and may your perpetual light shine upon 
her. May her soul and the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace, Amen. Rest in Peace

A Song for Chapel Prayer
As you would know, a crucial part of daily life 
here at Our Lady of Sion College is prayer. We 
invite all classes to start the day with prayer 
during homeroom. Prayer forms part of our RE 
lessons. Whenever the staff gather, we always 
begin with prayer. Once a fortnight, each year 
level gathers in the Chapel for prayer.

Prayer allows us to lift our minds and hearts to 
God. 

In our most recent chapel prayers, the focus 
has been on prayers for those innocent 
people who were killed while attending 
Muslim prayer in a Christchurch Mosque.

 
 

Faith and 
Mission – 
John McInerney

Last week, our Year 10 students spent the day at the Australian Islamic 
Museum, raising their awareness and understanding of the three 
monotheistic religions of Judaism, Christianity and Islam.

As part of the day, a presentation was given by the Education director, 
Sherene Hussan. In 2016, Sherene was selected as ‘Muslim Woman of the 
Year’ at the Australian Muslim Achievement Awards (AMAA).

Sherene spoke passionately about the Christchurch tragedy, stating 
how horrified she was of such a violent act. She also explained to us the 
importance Muslims place on life and living according to their five pillars.

Finally, in thanking us for attending, Sherene played us a song. She said it 
was her prayer for us – a prayer of hope, that we could all live in harmony in 
accordance with God’s love.

We have used this song in chapel prayer this week.

Don’t You Worry Child Swedish House Mafia
There was a time, I used to look into my father’s eyes 
In a happy home, I was a king I had a golden throne 
Those days are gone, now the memories are on the wall 
I hear the sounds from the places where I was born

Up on the hill across the blue lake 
That’s where I had my first heartbreak  
I still remember how it all changed  
My father said,

‘Don’t you worry, don’t you worry child, 
See heaven’s got a plan for you, 
Don’t you worry, don’t you worry now, yeah.

‘Don’t you worry, don’t you worry child, 
See heaven’s got a plan for you, 
Don’t you worry, don’t you worry now, yeah.’

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swedish_House_Mafia
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Deputy Principal
I hope that the final week of term has been 
a positive one for students, parents and 
guardians, having had the opportunity 
to get formal feedback from teachers on 
student progress. As you will be aware, this 
term has seen the release of SEQTA Learn 
and SEQTA Engage, with more student 
learning information becoming available 
progressively as we phase in our new 
Learning Management System. Additional 
information is contained in this newsletter and 
I encourage parents and guardians to keep 
abreast of our SEQTA news via the newsletter 
and other communication sent via email. 

 
Learning and 
Teaching –  
Michelle 
Rangelov

The SEQTA Implementation Team is working closely with SEQTA to ensure 
that the phasing in process is progressing as smoothly as possible and I 
thank students, parents and guardians for their positive engagement with 
the platform.

Looking ahead to Term 2 

•	 NAPLAN testing for Year 7 and Year 9 students will occur in May
•	 Year 10 and Year 11 examinations commence on Wednesday 5 June 

and conclude on Thursday 13 June
•	 VCE GAT for all students undertaking a Unit 3/4 study will take place 

on Wednesday 12 June.

Further information will be provided in Term 2.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all families a restful break and a 
holy Easter.

Do you have a daughter currently in Year 5? 

Applications for Year 7, 2021, are now being accepted. 
Families already enrolled at the College still need to submit an 
Application for Enrolment Form for each additional child wishing to 
attend Our Lady of Sion. If you have a daughter in Year 5, please ensure 
you submit her application for enrolment by Friday 23 August 2019. 

For all enquiries, please contact Ms Robyn McCann, College Registrar, 
on 9890 9097 or registrar@sion.catholic.edu.au.

https://assets-global.website-files.com/5b2826a56966d7160e936811/5b357f53e60ace6bebe6a363_OLOS_Enrolment%20Application%20Form.pdf
http://registrar@sion.catholic.edu.au
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Deputy Principal
As part of our ongoing commit to Child 
Safety, next term the College will take part in 
the Australian Safe Kids and Young People 
(ASK-YP) survey pilot. This is an initiative 
between Catholic Education Melbourne 
and Australian Catholic University. The 
survey contains the following four sections 
measuring student perceptions of safety 
within the school:

•	 Child-informed organisational safety 
culture

•	 Sense of safety
•	 Confidence in adults 
•	 Barriers to help-seeking

 
 
Student 
Wellbeing – 
Christine Kralj

Early in Term 2, a letter will be sent home giving parents more information 
about the survey and asking for parent or guardian consent to participate. 
I strongly encourage parents to allow their daughter to participate in 
this survey. While anonymous, all responses will help the College further 
provide professional learning for staff, and support the design of programs 
to educate students about keeping themselves safe and encourage help-
seeking behaviours. 

Uniform
A reminder that students will move into their winter uniform at the 
beginning of Term 2. As the weather at this time can be unpredictable, 
students can wear either their summer or winter uniform for the first two 
weeks of school. This means that students must wear one or the other and 
not a mixture of the uniforms at the one time. For example, students cannot 
wear a scarf nor tights with the summer uniform. If a student chooses to 
wear the summer uniform they must still wear the College hat to and from 
school. All students must be in their full winter uniform by 6 May 2019.

I ask parents and guardians to ensure that the uniform is worn as outlined in 
the student diary and that particular note is paid to skirt length and opaque 
tights are worn. Students who do not wear the uniform as expected will 
be asked to address the matter with parental support. Ensuring that your 
daughter wears the uniform correctly supports staff and other parents. 
When worn correctly, the uniform offers consistency in presentation and 
does justice to all students. 

I wish all families at Our Lady of Sion College a very safe, relaxing and 
enjoyable Term 1 break and I look forward to working with students, 
parents and guardians in Term 2 as we head into the chilly winter months.
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Year Level News
As Term 1 concludes we have an opportunity 
to reflect on the past ten weeks and what has 
been achieved so that we can re-establish 
what we want Term 2 to look like, to allow us 
to perform at our optimal level.

The past month has been a busy time for our 
Year 12 students, both at school and in the 
global community. At school, our students 
should be really proud of the way that they 
are focusing on their studies and taking 
up the co-curricular opportunities that are 
available. Globally, the recent events in New 
Zealand have certainly had an impact on 

 
Year 12 –  
Adam Rieusset

our group and the ways in which they have explored their emotions, their 
own and those of others who have been impacted by these events. In both 
cases, our Year 12s are demonstrating core values in engaging with the 
wider community, being inspired to a call of action and to look at ways to 
promote justice.

Wellbeing series
Earlier this week, our College psychologists, Sofia Stagnitta and Lisa 
Birch, presented the first session of our Wellbeing series that will continue 
throughout the year. Our first session was based on making good, healthy 
decisions around eating and exercise. 

This session explored the importance of balance with all that we do 
in relation to our health and wellbeing with making good choices. It is 
important to always remember that we want to develop a healthy lifestyle 
that will last.

#P161 
As I write this article we are 43 days into #P161 and over the past few weeks 
we have been focusing on what we as individuals are able to achieve and 
control to ensure that we get the best possible result in all areas of our 
personal growth and development.

I can control I cannot control

My words Level of effort of others

My behaviour Beliefs of others

My actions Ideas of others

My effort Behaviour of others

My mistakes

Consquences of my actions

The term break is upon us and I would like to encourage all Year 12s, along 
with their parents or guardians, to take this time to reflect on what Term 1 
has looked like. 

On behalf of the Year 12 pastoral team, congratulations to all the students 
on completing your last ever Term 1, and have a safe and productive break, 
focusing on the importance of being a loved family member.
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Year Level News

First term has been a rewarding and yet very 
busy term. There have been many highlights, 
including the Adventurous Journey with all 
the planning involved, our new Peer Support 
Program and, of course, a new range of 
subjects, including many students who are 
studying a Unit 1/2 subject. The students 
have been exceptional to work with over the 
last ten weeks.

Last week, the year level travelled to the 
Islamic Museum as part of our retreat 
program. This is an important day, not only 

 
 
Year 10 – 
Paul Kerr

in our Religious Education program, but also as part of the Charism of the 
school. Brielle Smith, 10 Gold, explains: 

Our excursion to the Islamic Museum was a very educational and cultural 
experience. I learnt lots of interesting facts about how the Muslim 
community get discriminated against every day due to their religion and the 
lack of understanding in the community. This was a great experience as we 
got to walk around and look at all of the Islamic artefacts presented in the 
museum. We also listened to an inspiring presentation by Sherine Hussan. 
My favourite part was looking at all the sports stars such as Muhammad Ali, 
Usman Khawaja and Anthony Mundine. Brielle Smith, 10 Gold

I want to thank you all for the ongoing partnership and support for your 
daughter’s education. I trust you will have a lovely Easter with your families 
and look forward to Term 2 and all that it offers our students.

It has been a wonderful term working with 
the Year 11s. We have been impressed with 
their proactive and enthusiastic approach 
to tackling the demands and challenges of 
transitioning into VCE over the past ten weeks. 

Students will be required to complete some 
holiday tasks as set by subject teachers to help 
enhance their learning and preparation for 
Term 2. Please help to remind your daughters  
not to leave it until the last minute and to 
continue to put in place and develop the 
positive study habits and different strategies 
they have been working on throughout the 

 
 
Year 11 –  
Lauren Amalfi

term. I encourage students to also reflect on and adapt their own personal 
approaches and strategies where needed to further improve in Term 2. 

The holidays are also a time to relax and enjoy the company of friends and 
family. I look forward to seeing students on their return, feeling motivated 
and refreshed, and to continue working with them to achieve and exceed 
their potential. 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns please contact myself or 
your daughter’s homeroom teacher. 

I wish you all a safe and happy break and a Happy Easter.
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Year Level News
Days for Girls is an organisation working 
to increase access to menstrual care and 
education for girls around the world. The 
brightly coloured fabric packs that the 
organisation fund and make offer a cheap, 
sustainable alternative to disposable 
products and, most importantly, allow girls to 
attend school all year round.

Following a presentation on Friday 8 March 
by some of the ladies involved in Days for 
Girls, our Year 9 students were given the 
opportunity to take part in a workshop on 
Thursday 21 March to help pack hygiene kits.

 
 
Year 9 – 
Leanne 
Anderson

A big thank you to Ms Rebecca Bennett for organising the workshop and to 
the following girls who volunteered to give up their time to be involved:

•	 Nina Ascar 
•	 Emily Beltrami 
•	 Mia Bourne
•	 Charli Brown
•	 Bella Chan 
•	 Elaina Clark
•	 Georgia Cox 
•	 Lucia Crittenden 
•	 Jenny Dixon 
•	 Caitlin Dyson 
•	 Jasmine Farini 
•	 Tahlia Florio 
•	 Kirsten Forster
•	 Chloe Giannakenas 
•	 Caitlin Gorry 
•	 Lizzie Kim 
•	 Lucy Knight
•	 Isobel Leonard 
•	 Chelsea Lim
•	 Olivia McIntosh 

•	 Ella McKay 
•	 Maya Meehan 
•	 Ruby Milton
•	 Zoe Moore 
•	 Myar Moss 
•	 Grace Norden 
•	 Abbey O’Connor 
•	 Alexandra Pattison 
•	 Tarshy Perceval
•	 Chloe Perera
•	 Cara Pitruzzello 
•	 Holly Richmond 
•	 Claudia Scully 
•	 Charlotte Stout 
•	 Tobey Sumarno 
•	 Ellen Thomas 
•	 Sienna Thompson
•	 Rebecca Ting 
•	 Rosie Wallbridge-Hall 
•	 Francesca Zeccola

Days for Girls is an organisation that we, as a Year 9 group, will be 
supporting in an ongoing fashion throughout the year. Along with 
further workshops, we hope to raise funds to financially support this very 
worthwhile cause.
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Year Level News
As our first term comes to an end, I thought 
it would be appropriate for you to hear from 
the students themselves. Below are some 
reflections on the term from our Year 8 SRC 
representatives, Alyssa and Ella:

Term 1 has been a very exciting and 
successful term. As it draws to a close, I’d 
like to reflect on what we’ve achieved. This 
term, I participated in the Lourdes Feast Day 
activities, and I really enjoyed the activities 
that were held. The Year 8s also travelled to 
the Dandenong Ranges to further explore 
our Humanities unit on Rainforests. This 

 
 
Year 8 – 
Jordyn Frood

was an insightful excursion, and I think we all accumulated plenty of new 
knowledge. Overall, I think that Year 8 has gotten off to an incredible start 
for us, and I hope that we continue to develop as a year level in the terms to 
come. Alyssa Moran, 8 Purple

This term has been my favourite at Sion so far! Now that I am really 
comfortable at the school, I have been getting involved in so much more. 
This term I have participated in the diving program, touch football and am 
now trialling for next term’s AFL 9s team. 

Working with Alyssa, Miss Frood, the SRCs from other years, class leaders, 
teachers and the Year 8s, I have had so much fun. I love getting creative and 
making the Year 8 area a happy environment to be in. I hope to continue 
enjoying Year 8 throughout the year because it has been a great start.  
Ella Merton, 8 Purple

Thank you to parents for all your support throughout the year so far and I 
look forward to an exciting and rewarding Term 2 as we begin our Social 
Justice campaign. 
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Year Level News
Year 7 camp was a wonderful experience 
filled with high and lows. The Summit 
allowed for students to discover the ability 
to challenge their own self-beliefs and tackle 
hurdles they never thought possible. It was 
wonderful to see students making new 
friendships and supporting girls not only in 
their homerooms but across the year level. 

The camp was a buzz of energy and the Year 
7s were so enthusiastic, they were eager for 
all challenges thrown at them. The language 
of camp is one that we will continue to use in 
Year 7 and across Sion life: Target, Stretch and 

 
Year 7 –  
Michelle Arnold

Super Stretch is a way of outlining goals and challenges and seeing success 
in them. At the heart of students’ Target, Stretch and Super Stretch goals is 
the following success criteria, which can allow us to evaluate our goals at 
school and in the classroom:

•	 have fun
•	 make lots of mistakes
•	 play ‘all in’
•	 get comfortable being uncomfortable
•	 don’t go home wondering ‘what if’.

The summit was life-changing, by the way that the camp brought out our 
confidence and taught us to challenge ourselves, even when we didn’t think 
it was possible. Pippa Lyford, 7 White 

The coaches were really good, as they pushed us to our limits and 
challenged us to get comfortable being uncomfortable.  
Hannah Alderton, 7 White 

The Year 7 camp was inspiring and exhilarating. We had a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to conquer fears that we didn’t know we had and complete 
challenges we never thought possible. The Summit is another level and we 
loved it! Amelia Murray, Aurelia Gomes, Sarah Dissakarunaratne and 
Sienna Antonello, 7 Red

Camp was inspiring and it is something that will stay with us forever. Camp 
helped us to realise that we are able to face the challenges in front of us. 
The activities at camp were really fun and it challenged our self-beliefs and 
helped us to trust the people around us. Thea Thomas, Marli Hale and  
Kiera Di Sario, 7 Purple
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Year Level News

 
 
Year 7 – 10  
Learning 
Discovery Leader 
Laura Geilings

Firstly, I would like to thank all parents who 
joined us on the City Experience Information 
Evening on 21 March. It was lovely to see so 
many parents attend and we hope you all 
enjoyed the presentations. 

As part of the World of Work unit, where 
students are taught how to put together a 
professional portfolio for applying for jobs, 
students have also been practising their skills 
in answering job interview questions. This is 
all in the lead-up for our mock job interviews 
that will take place on Friday 26 April. 

Ten very generous parents have volunteered 
their time to run the job interviews for 

students. This unit is always a highlight and it also provides students with a 
resource they can use when they are ready to apply for a job in the future. 
The girls will have received their interview time and can come dressed in 
their appropriate interview attire for the day. If your daughter has questions 
or concerns about what is best to wear, please direct them to their Ayin 
teacher.

In the Classroom

As I mentioned in the last newsletter, selected staff have been participating 
in CEM professional learning. Each week a strategy is shared among staff 
that others can take back and use in their classrooms. The strategies are 
adaptable for any subject area as they focus on building skills and not 
content knowledge. Your daughter may come across these strategies being 
used in their classes. We hope they find them helpful to their learning.

From the Curriculum Team

Below is a list of a few opportunities that are currently being offered to 
students: 

•	 Chess Club: Tuesday B, lunchtime in the ELC Building (all welcome)
•	 Creative Club: Monday A, lunchtime in Room 27 (all welcome) 
•	 Gaming Club: Look out for notices in the student bulletin (all 

welcome) 
•	 Literature Group: Wednesday A, lunchtime in the library (Senior) or 

Monday B, lunchtime in the library (Junior) 
•	 Maths Assist: Every Monday and Thursday, lunchtime EC 2.6 (all 

welcome)
•	 STEM Club: Monday A, lunchtime in the ELC Building (all welcome) 
•	 Writers Club: Tuesday A, lunchtime in the ELC Building (all welcome).

Another writing competition that we have been made aware of is the 
2019 Young Journalist Award. Entries for this competition close on 24 May 
2019. See www.australiancatholics.com.au/article.aspx?aeid=38218# if 
your daughter is interested. Remember, students can talk to their English 
teachers about these opportunities or come along to Writers Club. 

STEM Club

Mr Tan and the STEM Club have started the initial planning and design 
stages of their first project. STEM Club is a great opportunity for girls 
to build on their Science, Technologies, Engineering and Maths 
knowledge and skills. Mr Tan has some exciting projects planned to 
help students apply these skills and test them out. The first project they 
will be working on in STEM Club can be seen here: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=16MVPbX2D1M.

http://www.australiancatholics.com.au/article.aspx?aeid=38218#
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16MVPbX2D1M
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16MVPbX2D1M
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Year Level News
VCAL Pathways Program

It has been a busy start to the year for 
the VCAL class. The girls have enjoyed 
completing both a Food Safety Course and 
a Barista Course. The mobile barista was a 
huge success, enabling the girls to make 
numerous cappuccinos, lattes, mochas and 
espressos. Coffee Art was also on the menu 
with some budding designers.

The girls put their barista skills into practice 
on Open Day, serving countless coffees 
and hot chocolates to prospective families. 
Every Monday the coffee machine is set up 
for coffee sales, with an overarching theme 

 
 
Learning 
Enhancement –  
Maureen Fraser

of running a self-sustaining business. The girls have recently designed a 
website so coffees can be ordered online.

The vegetable garden has also been part of the VCAL Pathways Program in 
collaboration with the environment team. In our ‘Pathways’ classes, students 
have been hard at work establishing our revamped herb and vegetable 
patch. They have spent time identifying the difference between various 
herbs, worked their muscles pulling up old plants and pruned back the 
sizeable overgrown rosemary bush. Everyone had a hand in turning the 
somewhat rocky soil, but ended up calling on our fabulous gardeners for 
help. The girls dug holes, planted and fertilised our herbs and veggies, and 
mulched the entire garden with sugar cane. Our kale, lettuce, mint, butter 
beans and chives are thriving. Unfortunately, the snails rather appreciated 
the baby broccoli and basil. We will rethink those ones next term.

The first ten-week work placement of the year is also underway. Every 
Friday, students attend their nominated work placement where they are 
learning about the world of work and offering fantastic skills to the work 
force. 
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Domain News
The successful implementation of 
SEQTA has continued as teachers 
start to release results and 
comments for assessment tasks 
via SEQTA Learn (for students) 
and SEQTA Engage (for parents). 
This is a staggered process that 
will occur as teachers across all 
subjects mark and comment on 
work completed this term. 

Results can be found on the 
Assessments link down the left-
hand side of SEQTA’s landing 
page under the name of the 
relevant subject. Comments will 
appear directly under the task 
when in Syllabus view, or on 
the right-hand side of the screen 
when the result is clicked in Task 
view.

From the end of the first week in 
Term 2 information regarding the 
date of upcoming assessment 
tasks will also be available via 
SEQTA Learn and SEQTA Engage. 
This should assist students with 
their planning and organisation 
and ensure that they are fully 
prepared for all assessment tasks. 
Parents will also have easy access 
to the same information so that 
they can support their daughter 
through all of her assessments. 

Users of Android devices 
previously experienced difficulty 
with the landing page when using 
the SEQTA app on their device. 
We are pleased to announce that 
this issue has now been resolved 
and the app is working across all 
platforms. 

If you have difficulty accessing 
results, support is available from 
itsupport@sion.catholic.edu.au. 
Thank you all for your support as 
we continue to implement this 
exciting new development. 

 
SEQTA 
Coordinator –  
Heather Stewart

mailto:itsupport@sion.catholic.edu.au
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Domain News
On 4 April 2019, 23 of our Year 10 and 
11 French students began their exciting 
cultural and educational study tour to France, 
accompanied by Mrs Jennifer Schwab, Miss 
Jennifer Merle, Miss Laura Teicher and myself. 

The following girls are participating in the 
tour: 

•	 Imogen Allen
•	 Caitlin Ashley
•	 Madeline Ballingall
•	 Jordan Berns
•	 Renee Burchill
•	 Sophie Chan
•	 Cassandra Coxhead
•	 Josephine Day
•	 Lilli Eastwood
•	 Hanna Gassmann
•	 Jenna Hart
•	 Paris Mansell
•	 Clarissa Napier
•	 Nicole Pavia
•	 Grace Pineda
•	 Sara Seresli
•	 Isabella Shade
•	 Stephanie Sparrow
•	 Chloe Stelling
•	 Yasmine Stackwood-Smith
•	 Sienna Townshed
•	 Melanie Veprek 
•	 Calista Vu.

 

Languages – 
Gail Amato

The itinerary is jam-packed and the group will be spending 14 days 
travelling around parts of the country, visiting Paris and many other 
beautiful cities, including Tours, Mont St Michel, Bayeux and Rouen. As part 
of the tour, the girls will also attend French classes in Rouen, and visit Notre 
Dame de Sion, our sister school in Evry. 

I am certain that they will enjoy being immersed in the French language 
and culture, and will come home more confident French speakers, with 
unforgettable memories of new places, new experiences, and new friends. 
Thank you to all the teachers who are attending the tour for the work they 
have done to support me in preparing for this wonderful experience for the 
girls. 

The group will be sharing their experiences with the Sion community 
through the Sion Blog: https://olsc.home.blog/.

We wish all of the students a safe, enriching and enjoyable trip! 

https://olsc.home.blog/
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Guitar Open Mic

Congratulations to Chelsea Elder (Music 
Captain, 12 Silver) and Mr Austin Brady 
(University of Melbourne student teacher) 
for organising the Guitar ‘Open Mic’ held 
this week in the Piazza. Many girls had the 
opportunity to perform in front of a large and 
supportive audience.

Year 7 Ensemble Rehearsals Next 
Term

The following are the dates for the first Year 7 
ensemble rehearsal dates in Term 2:

 
 
Music –  
Martin Macaulay

•	 Year 7 Concert Band (Tuesday afternoon) – Tuesday 23 
April, 3.30 – 4.30 pm (first day of Term 2)

•	 Year 7 Junior Strings – Wednesday 24 April, 3.30 – 4.30 pm
•	 Year 7 Choir – Friday 26 April, 7.30 – 8.30 am
•	 Year 7 Concert Bands (Monday morning) – Monday 29 April, 

7.30 – 8.30 am.

Sion First Band

Thirty-one energetic and enthusiastic Year 6 girls (who are coming to OLSC 
in 2020) have been rehearsing their instrumental skills every Wednesday 
afternoon, with lessons on their instruments and a rehearsal in band. We 
look forward to their debut concert in Term 2.

Term 1 Soiree

The Term 1 Soiree provided a great opportunity for our blossoming young 
musicians to take to the stage of our Miriam Theatre. The diverse range 
of instruments and voice styles from all year levels gave rise to a very 
enjoyable and relaxing evening of music and song. Congratulations to all 
students who courageously shared their talents.

Upcoming Dates

•	 Sunday 28 April – Jazz Ensemble rehearsal, 10.00 am – 3.00 pm
•	 3–5 May – Jazz Ensemble Generations in Jazz tour to Mt Gambier
•	 Tuesday 7 May – Year 9/10 Music Recital, 4.30 pm
•	 Monday 13 May – Term 2 Music Soiree, 5.00 pm
•	 Tuesday 21 May – Year 12 VCE Music Recital Concert.
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In Year 8 Art, the students have been 
working on intuitive painting. Intuitive 
painting is an opportunity to explore 
various media through the creative 
process in a safe, critic-free environment. 
The main premise of intuitive painting is 
to tune in to your own unique creative 
process. This approach to painting 
is focused on mindfulness, creative 
permission and the act of spontaneous 
expression. 

 
 
Arts –  
Natasha Borg

Today in art class, we worked 
on making our paintings more 
detailed by using acrylic paint to 
layer over our abstract creations.

Monique Brancatella, 8 White

In art class we are working on 
paintings that are detailed using 
acrylic paint. We have used this 
paint in order to cover our abstract 
paintings. 

Amy Walsh, 8 White

We painted over ink wash for 
our intuitive paintings. 

Megan Macaulay, 8 White

I like and enjoyed the intuitive 
paintings task, it made me paint 
what I feel like and what comes up 
in my mind. 

Sara Deeb, 8 White.
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Sports –  
Katrina 
Gurciullo

Weekly Sport Results  
Semi-Finals

Intermediate Junior

Indoor 
Cricket 

A Team: Sion 
(137) def Sacre 
Coeur (107)

B Team through to 
Grand Final

Tennis A Team: Sion (2-20) 
defeated by MLC (2-27) 
B Team: Sion (0-
9) defeated by St 
Catherine’s (4-32)

Grand Finals

Intermediate Junior

Indoor Cricket A Team: Sion (172) def MLC 
(127)

B Team: Sion (96) def by 
Genazzano (152)

Congratulations to all our GSV Weekly finalists!
Our Intermediate Indoor Cricket team prevailed in the semi-final in one of 
the best comeback matches we have witnessed during our time at GSV, 
and went on to defeat MLC in the Grand Final. The Junior B Indoor Cricket 
team also went straight through to the Grand Final after being undefeated 
through the season and were eventually defeated by Genazzano. Well done 
to both teams for a successful season.

Swim and Dive Championship Carnival
On Tuesday 19 March our Swimming team participated in the Division 
3 Swimming Championship Carnival. With some great results from our 
Preliminary event, we were looking forward to a great morning. With an 
emphasis on ‘team’ and fighting hard to get just one place better, some 
excellent results were achieved:

•	 Juniors – 6th place
•	 Intermediates – 3rd place
•	 Seniors – 4th place
•	 Overall – 4th place

In the afternoon, our Diving squad competed in the Division 2 Diving 
Championship Carnival, the first of our Aquatic groups to push up into 
Division 2, which is an exceptional achievement. Against some tough 
opposition, the girls competed well, achieving some outstanding results. 
Special mention to Matilda Rae and Kate Brown, who placed 4th in a super 
competitive field. The team placed 7th overall in Division 2. 

Swim and Dive Finals Evening
With results from our Championship Carnival, six students were invited to 
swim in the GSV Swimming Finals evening at MSAC on Tuesday 2 April. This 
places them in the top ten students/teams across all 24 GSV schools in their 
events. We are extremely proud of all students and their fantastic results:

•	 Sarah Zhang (Year 9)
 o Silver medallist, Year 9/10 100m Freestyle
 o Silver medallist, Year 9 50m Butterfly

•	 Imogen Van Rensburg (Year 10)
 o 5th place, Year 10 Breaststroke
 o 6th place, Year 10 Butterfly

•	 Mia Arnberger, Olivia Gallager, Alyssa Gooi, Hanna Hart (Year 7)
 o 7th place in Year 7 4x50m Freestyle Relay.

Congratulations girls!
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House 
Coordinator – 
Jaclyn Taylor

What better way to finish the term than with 
House Theatre Sports?

Congratulations to all participants for 
providing a very entertaining performance. 
It was great to see a lot of support from the 
audience.

Many thanks to our Drama Captain, Nina 
Hughes, for her leadership in this competition 
and to the House Captains for all their hard 
work.

House Theatre Sport Results: 

Junior Event Intermediate Event Senior Event

First place Lourdes Carmel Fatima

Runners up Loreto Fatima Lourdes

At the end of Term 1, the House point tally is as follows:

•	 Fatima: 850
•	 Lourdes: 700
•	 Loreto: 675
•	 Carmel: 650

I look forward to seeing new faces at the next House event, please make 
sure you keep a lookout for the Term 2 calendar.  

Sports Star of the 
Week

Elizabeth Sprague, 11 Purple

Elizabeth Sprague, 11 Purple, is our 
Sports Star to finish off Term 1! Liz 
has been doing some fantastic work 
with our Senior Sports Captains and 
has shown how initiative, action and 
hard work can pay off. She is a great 
ambassador for the Sport program 
and we look forward to seeing what 
she can achieve throughout 2019. 
Well done Liz! 

From our Sport Student Leaders

Over the past two weeks I have been lucky enough to run a Hockey clinic 
with girls from all year levels to help build up skill and confidence in 
preparation for Term 2 Hockey trials. In the first session, we went through a 
number of drills to develop skills such as dribbling, passing, weaving and 
tackling. We put everyone’s new skills to the test in a short game. Everyone 
was able to develop incredibly well over the space of just two lunchtimes, 
and it is exciting to see the great skill and interest we have for the teams next 
term. I would like to encourage all girls to keep an eye out for future skills 
sessions, as they are a great way to get a head start by building the skills and 
confidence that will get you through in trials. Well done and good luck to all 
the girls who participated. Elizabeth Sprague, Hockey Captain, 11 Purple

This year we are lucky enough for the Year 7s and 8s to participate in a 
weekly GSV AFL competition. As a way to encourage more girls to hopefully 
give it a go, myself and some other senior girls have been running AFL 
skills sessions. Our aim was to help the girls build confidence and skill; 
we also focused on creating a team environment with lots of support and 
encouragement as that is one of the many positives of playing a team sport 
such as footy. We worked on skills such as handballing and kicking, which 
we then put into action in a friendly competition. Even in the space of one 
session it was great to see how much the girls improved. I am looking 
forward to seeing these skills put into play during the GSV games. Thank you 
and well done to those who came along and joined in. 
Abby Whiston, Basketball Captain (and keen Footballer), 11 White
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The secret of getting ahead is getting started. 

 Mark Twain

Students and families can find the fortnightly 
Careers newsletter at   
www.olsccareers.com/?page=newsletter.

In this fortnight’s newsletter there is 
information relating to:

 
Careers –  
Brooke O’Hara

The Library team has noticed that one of our 
genres, Manga, is flying off the shelves all of a 
sudden! We created the Manga genre several 
years ago, with a small following of dedicated 
readers.

Manga is a little bit more popular with the 
students this year, especially Year 7s. Manga, 
in Japanese, means ‘comics, animation, 
and cartooning’. In English, Manga refers to 
Japanese comics.

They are read from back to front.

 
 

Learning 
Resource Centre 
– Talei Valucava

•	 Upcoming Events – Monash University – school holiday campus tour, 
Richmond Institute of Sports Leadership Open Day, William Angliss 
school holiday program, Day in a Life of an Illustrator, Inside Monash 
seminar series update, Deakin University – Step on Campus, A Day at 
Melbourne

•	 Career in the Spotlight – Clinical Coder
•	 Things to Consider – 2019 Work Experience, Year 12 Career 

Appointments, Defence University Scholarship, Useful Tips for a 
University Degree Wannabe

•	 Research ideas – New course: Monash University – Applied Science.

We have already received requests from students to purchase and add to 
the Manga series we have. 

Premier’s Reading Challenge

On Monday 1 April, the Victorian Premier’s Reading Challenge began 
for Year 7 to 10. English teachers have given students their logins. Ms 
Jackie Branson is the team leader on the challenge in the Library. We have 
booklists in the Library for students to refer to, but they are also online at 
www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/prc/Pages/booklist.aspx.

Students must read 15 books:

•	 Years 7–9 – ten books have to be from the challenge list – of suitable 
age group

•	 Year 10 – five books have to be from the challenge list – of suitable 
age group.

Students that complete the challenge will be invited to a special lunch, and 
the top reader from each year level will receive a $50 Dymocks voucher.

Happy reading!

https://www.olsccareers.com/?page=newsletter
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/prc/Pages/booklist.aspx
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I would like to draw your attention again to a number of parent information sessions 
regarding adolescents in the Whitehorse area. Please find below further information 
and registration details.

City of Whitehorse Parenting Information Forum –  YSAS 
presents How do I Talk to my Children About Drugs and 
Alcohol? (14–18 years)

This parent information evening invites young people to come along with their parents 
as we share developmentally appropriate and factual information about prevention, 
harm reduction and safe choices:

When:  Tuesday 16 April 2019 
  Registration opens 7.00 pm to start at 7.30 pm sharp 
Where:  Whitehorse Centre, 397 Whitehorse Road, Nunawading  
  (rear of Nunawading Library) 
Cost:  $2 gold coin donation payable on the night 

College 
Psychologist – 
Sofia Stagnitta

For additional access support including interpreting, please contact Council’s Parenting Resource Officer on  
9262 6175 or email parentresource@whitehorse.vic.gov.au.

Teens are welcome to attend with parents or guardians. 

Whitehorse City Council’s Parenting Information Forum –  
Effects of Online Gaming on our Children

Whitehorse City Council’s next parent information forum is Effects of Online Gaming on our Children (8–18 
years), which will be presented by Steven Dupon, Founder of Institute of Games:

When:  Tuesday 14 May 2019, 7.30 – 9.00 pm (registrations from 7.00 pm with tea and coffee served) 
Where:  Whitehorse Centre (rear of 379–397 Whitehorse Road, Nunawading) 
Cost:  $2 gold coin donation payable on the night 
Further information is provided in the flyer as well as information about future forums. Families can book online 
through the website www.whitehorse.vic.gov.au/Parenting-Information-Forum-Program.html.

Adolescent Development – What You Need To Know

Join Phyllis Traficante to learn about psychological and social development, how to create supportive environments 
and how to better understand the adolescents in your life:

When:  Wednesday 22 May 2019, 6.00 – 7.30 pm 
Where:  Greythorn Community Hub, Foard Williams Room, 2 Centre Way, Balwyn North 
Cost:  Free;  Bookings essential, please visit www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/parent-sessions. 

Understanding School Refusal

Dr Glenn Melvin is an Associate Professor with Monash University’s 
Centre for Developmental Psychiatry and Psychology. He is a former 
director and clinician for the School Refusal Program at Monash 
Medical Centre. In this free session, Dr Melvin will provide a general 
overview and offer effective strategies from children, families, 
schools and agency perspectives:

When:  Wednesday 29 May 2019, 7–9 pm 
Where:  360 Youth Resource Centre,  
  360 Burwood Road, Hawthorn 
Cost:  Free; Bookings essential, please visit:  
  www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/parent-sessions. 

If you are interested and able to attend any of the above we 
encourage you to do so. Wishing everyone a safe and Happy Easter.

https://assets-global.website-files.com/5b2826a56966d7160e936811/5ca296263abd3866512da0c9_Parenting%20Information%20Forum%20-%20April%202019%20-%20Flyer%20WEBFormat.pdf
https://assets-global.website-files.com/5b2826a56966d7160e936811/5ca296263abd3866512da0c9_Parenting%20Information%20Forum%20-%20April%202019%20-%20Flyer%20WEBFormat.pdf
mailto:parentresource@whitehorse.vic.gov.au
https://assets-global.website-files.com/5b2826a56966d7160e936811/5ca296265d56d6c8da63c0a0_Parenting%20Information%20Forum%20-%20May%202019%20-%20Flyer%20WEBFormat.pdf
http://www.whitehorse.vic.gov.au/Parenting-Information-Forum-Program.html
https://assets-global.website-files.com/5b2826a56966d7160e936811/5ca296263abd380be32da0c8_Flyer%20-%20Adolescent%20Development%20-%202019%20(A7120786).pdf
http://www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/parent-sessions
https://assets-global.website-files.com/5b2826a56966d7160e936811/5ca2962540d2287e81f8f756_Flyer%20-%20Understanding%20School%20Refusal%20-%202019%20(A7120854).pdf
http://www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/parent-sessions
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YOU CAN’T 
TAKE IT 
WITH YOU 

Our Lady of Sion Presents: 

23, 24, 25 May, Miriam Theatre, Our Lady of Sion College
Tickets www.trybooking.com/BBHVC

By arrangement with Hal Leonard Australia Pty Ltd, on behalf of  Dramatists Play Service, including Inc New York. 

Moss Hart and George S. Kaufman

Year 7 Meet, Eat & Mingle
We had a fantastic turn out for the Year 7 parents 

and guardians get together and mingle at Bucantini 
Restaurant on Friday 29 March, despite the weather. 

It was a great opportunity for parents to meet their 
daughter’s friends, family and also to have a chat 
with our Principal, Tina. On behalf of the Parents 
Association, we hope you all enjoyed yourselves.

Adele Pasquini
Parents’ Association President
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 
Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist 
beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student 
will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun 
activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the Government’s 
commitment to breaking the link between a student’s background and their outcomes. 

 
CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS       
FUND (CSEF) 
School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great 
outdoors, excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how the 
world works and sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership.  All 
are part of a healthy curriculum. 

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families 
to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities. 
 
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary 
foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration 
category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The 
allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to 
camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 
 

The annual CSEF amount per student is: 

• $125 for primary school students 

• $225 for secondary school students 

 
 

  
  

MORE INFORMATION 
For more information about the CSEF visit 
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 

 
HOW TO APPLY 
New applicants should contact the school office to   
obtain a CSEF application form or download from 
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef  

If you applied for the CSEF at your child's school in 
2018, you do not need to complete an application 
form in 2019 unless there has been a change in your 
family circumstances.  
You only need to complete an application form if any 
of the following changes have occurred: 

 new student enrolments; your child has 
started or changed schools in 2019 or you 
did not apply in 2018. 

 changed family circumstances; such as a 
change of custody, change of name, 
concession card number, or new siblings 
commencing at the school in 2019. 

 

Check with the school office if you are unsure. 
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