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Principal

Last weekend was a significant feast for both 
the Jewish and Christian traditions. In March 
or April each year, the Jewish community 
celebrates the Feast of Passover, calling to 
mind how God guided Moses to lead the 
people from slavery in Egypt. Fifty days later – 
in May or June – the Jewish Feast of Pentecost 
or Shavuot is held. It recalls that God gave 
the Torah (the first five books of the Hebrew 
Bible) to Moses. The Torah outlines God’s 
gift of love to humanity and how the Jewish 
people were called to live their lives. The 
Torah includes the Ten Commandments that 
we know today. 

Our Lady of Sion College Newsletter 
2019 College Theme: Welcoming Each Other

Pentecost is also regarded as the Church’s birthday. It occurs 50 days after 
Easter. It was on Shavuot that the Holy Spirit came upon the Apostles, 
and from that point on they carried the message of Christ. One way of 
reflecting on the connection between the two feasts is to consider how 
Jesus lived a life that exemplified God’s promise and gift of love to us.
Pope Francis reminded us last Sunday that we need the Spirit of Unity to 
regenerate us as a Church, as God’s people and as a human family. 

Holy Spirit, breathe into our hearts …  
breathe upon the world the fresh restoration of hope.

Premier’s VCE Award

We proudly congratulate Lydia Ting (Class of 2018) who was recently 
awarded a Premier’s VCE Award for English. This award recognises 
students who demonstrated outstanding achievement in the Victorian 
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Important Dates

Week B – Refugee Week

Monday 17 June

Exam Feedback day
Tuesday 18 June 

Semester 2 begins (all levels)

Week A – Music Week

Monday 24 June

College Talk & Tour @ 9.30 am
Wednesday 26 June

Voice Soiree 
Miriam Theatre @ 4.30 pm

Year 11 & 12 VCE/VCAL 2020 
Information Evening 
LHC @ 7 pm
Thursday 27 June

Ensembles Concert  
Act 1 — 5.00–6.30 pm 
Act 2 — 7.00–8.30 pm 
Miriam Theatre
Friday 28 June

Last day Term 2

Students dismissed @ 3.15 pm

Semester 1 reports released via 
Seqta

CSEF Government Grant 
Applications close

Certificate of Education. In 2018, 
Lydia achieved a perfect study score 
of 50 for English. Last year Lydia 
secured a scholarship and is currently 
studying Chinese Language at the 
Fudan University in Shanghai, China. 
When she returns to Australia, Lydia 
aims to study Law and Global Studies 
at Monash University and to one 
day become a Human Rights lawyer. 
Congratulations and best wishes to 
Lydia! Lydia at the Top Achievers 

Assembly, February 2019

mailto:info%40sion.catholic.edu.au?subject=
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Principal
Parent Forum

Thank you to our Parents Association for sponsoring the recent Parent 
Forum held at the College on 4 June. Butterfly Foundation presenter Danni 
Rowlands shared important insights about the complexities surrounding 
eating disorders and the ways in which we may support those who suffer 
from these mental health illnesses. Thank you to Christine Kralj, our Deputy 
Principal – Student Wellbeing, for organising these opportunities. If any 
parents or guardians who were unable to attend the evening would like 
further information, they are able to contact Christine for brochures that 
were available on the evening.

Year 12 Mentors Breakfast

Last week, our Year 12 students were invited to attend our annual Mentors 
Breakfast with past students. Keynote speaker Julianne Prowse (Class 
of 1970) spoke honestly and passionately about her experiences since 
graduating from Our Lady of Sion College. We are also grateful to the 23 
past students, who came from diverse career backgrounds to share their 
experience and advice with our students.
Listening to Julianne’s inspiring life story, I have come to understand that 
there is a plan for all of us; we just need to hold onto our faith and believe in 
something higher than us to guide us in the right direction.  
Daniela Lombardo, 12 Red
I was fortunate to get to talk to two people who work within the design field, 
and found this very beneficial as it helped me to understand more about 
their field of work.  
Lana Gallagher, 12 Red 
Today, I sat with past student Evie and got to speak with her about 
engineering. It was really insightful to understand what a civil engineer 
actually does on a day-to-day basis as well as the path that it took to get 
there.  
Olivia Speelmeyer, 12 Red
I learnt about the many pathways available to reach a career in law, about 
the numerous jobs related to law and the inspiration to potentially pursue a 
job in that field.  
Sophie Norden, 12 Red
I was fortunate to sit on a table with Evie and Rachel, who were very helpful 
in explaining to us that you need to pursue what area you’re interested in 
and the rest of the journey will fall into place, however it is meant to.  
Bronte Sherwen, 12 Red
I sat on the health table with Fran, who is a podiatrist. This confirmed my 
thoughts on working in the health field as there are so many different 
avenues in the field you can choose.  
Lucy David, 12 Red
After speaking to Sara about Paramedicine, I learnt what it is like being 
on the job, and the different university pathways, in particular at ACU. 
Maddison Zugna, 12 Red
I would also like to take this opportunity to inform the community that I will 
be taking a period of enrichment leave from 22 June and will return at the 
beginning of Term 3. During this time, Mrs Christine Kralj will be Acting 
Principal. To this end, I wish everyone all the very best for a successful final 
week.
God bless for the fortnight ahead.
Tina Apostolopoulos 
College Principal
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Deputy Principal
Last week I shared breakfast with two past 
students at the Year 12 Mentors Breakfast. It 
was wonderful to hear about their journeys 
since leaving Our Lady of Sion College and 
the messages that they shared with the 
students at our table about being open to 
and embracing new opportunities.
They were such positive women, who 
expressed their love and enthusiasm for 
their chosen careers in the health care 
industry, and the significance of being brave 
when making choices and being persistent 
when times are challenging. This certainly 
triggered much conversation with the 
current students.

 
Anna Gionfriddo 
Acting Deputy 
Principal – 
Faith and Mission 

Their passion for making a difference to the lives of people in the 
community, and the positive impact that forming relationships with those 
most in need, has certainly stayed with me and was such an important 
message for the students to hear.
Persistence and bravery were also the focus in chapel sessions. Given the 
time of year, with Semester 1 exams and assessments being completed, 
these themes were most fitting for our students to reflect and pray 
upon. These themes also highlighted how we can make a difference by 
supporting one another to be brave and to be persistent through love and 
compassion, and to allow God to guide us in all that we do.
To show support for Reconciliation Week, the FIRE Carrier students 
designed a beautiful canvas, and members of our College community were 
invited to contribute to its creation. 
FIRE Carrier, Madi Horkins, 12 Blue reflects:
This year’s theme for Reconciliation Week was Grounded in Truth, Walk 
Together with Courage. With this theme, we encouraged each year level 
to reflect on what this meant throughout the week and what it meant to 
speak the truth and show courage in standing together with our aboriginal 
brothers and sisters. The theme asked us to reconcile our cultures and 
beliefs through showing courage, making a change and being truthful and 
honest in our dialogue with each other. 
The tree symbolises the life and growth of reconciliation and that there is 
always more to be done, as the trees will always grow but we need to look 
after them to ensure this, just as we need to continue to reconcile and pay 
our respects to grow as a country, remembering our past wrongs but for a 
better future. The hands on the tree are the handprints from the current 2019 
FIRE Carriers. These embody our involvement and commitment to making 
change. The path is formed by the fingerprints from all the students and staff 
of the College as we imprint our beliefs and come together as a community 
to make a difference as we acknowledge the thriving culture and recognise 
the powerful connection of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people to 
their land and country, which we are fortunate to walk on today. 
The canvas has now been installed in our piazza to allow all to recognise the 
significance of Reconciliation Week and the importance for all to continue 
the journey together for justice and peace in our world.

In Remembrance

Our particular thoughts and prayers go to Ms Margaret Busacca, whose 
uncle passed away recently.
We remember Ms Busacca and her family in a special way at this sad time.
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and may your perpetual light shine upon 
him. May his soul and the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace, Amen. Rest in Peace
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Deputy Principal
It has been a busy fortnight, with Year 10 and 
Year 11 examinations, the GAT for students 
undertaking a Unit 3/4 study, and ongoing 
assessments for Year 7–9 students. Exam 
Feedback Day, on Monday 17 June, provides 
students with the opportunity not just to 
have their exams returned but also to reflect 
on their progress. Last year, led by Learning 
Area Leaders, teachers trialled a number of 
feedback strategies that included a common 
marking legend and an ‘examiner’s report’ for 
every exam. We have continued to build on 
the success of this initiative, with all students 
in every exam receiving general comments on 
how the cohort performed, and the strengths 

 
Learning and 
Teaching –  
Michelle 
Rangelov

and common misconceptions or areas for improvement. Students will 
also receive solutions, answers or model responses. Teachers also provide 
opportunities for students to reflect on their achievement and to identify 
their next steps in their learning. The emphasis of Exam Feedback Day is to 
celebrate each student’s personal best. This time of year has its challenges, 
but is also a time of beginnings with Semester 2 commencing on Tuesday 
18 June. 

Subject Selection 2020

In the past few weeks I have been speaking with Year 9 and 10 students 
about Subject Selection for 2020. I have reminded students that if they 
think they might be eligible and are interested in applying for a Unit 1/2 or 
Unit 3/4 acceleration, application forms have been available for a number 
of weeks. Applications for acceleration close on Friday 26 July. 
In L’Chaim on Thursday 20 June, Year 10 students will hear more about 
preparation for subject selection. On Wednesday 26 June, we will hold 
our Subject Selection 2020 and Careers Expo, which is compulsory for all 
Year 10 students and their parents, and optional for Year 11 students and 
parents. On this evening, universities and VCE teachers will be available to 
answer questions, and a formal presentation on VCE and VCAL will outline 
key aspects of the VCE and VCAL programs at the College. A detailed letter 
will be sent early next week.

Upcoming Key Dates for Subject Selection 2020

•	 Wednesday 26 June – VCE and VCAL 2020 Subject Selection and 
Careers Expo 

•	 Wednesday 26 June – VCE and VCAL 2020 Curriculum Handbook 
available on College website

•	 Wednesday 17 July – Year 10, 2020, Subject Selection Evening, 7 pm

I wish to commend all students on their commitment to their studies in 
recent weeks. 

Do you have a daughter currently in Year 5? 

Applications for Year 7, 2021, are now being accepted. 
Families already enrolled at the College still need to submit an Application for Enrolment Form for each additional 
child wishing to attend Our Lady of Sion. If you have a daughter in Year 5, please ensure you submit her 
application for enrolment by Friday 23 August 2019. 
For all enquiries, please contact Ms Robyn McCann, College Registrar, on 9890 9097  
or registrar@sion.catholic.edu.au.

mailto:registrar%40sion.catholic.edu.au?subject=
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Deputy Principal
Upcoming Change to Parking 
around the College

I would like to notify parents and guardians 
that there will be a change to the parking 
restrictions around the College in the coming 
weeks. 
The Box Hill Council have approved an 
additional bus park directly outside the 
College in the service lane. Regrettably, this 
will reduce the number of parking places for 
cars in front of the College, especially during 
pick up times. Parents are also reminded not 
to park in the bus parking area or beyond the 
time limits. 

 
Student 
Wellbeing – 
Christine Kralj

Additionally, there will be some changes to the restricted parking between 
8 and 9 am, and 3 and 4 pm in Graham Place. We trust that the extra 
bus parking will enable students to board buses for excursions and GSV 
sports more safely and avoid the need for buses to park over the College 
entrance.
Parents are asked not to double park as they drop off or pick up their 
daughter from the College. While it may be tempting to pull up next to a 
gap between parked cars to allow your daughter to enter or exit the car, 
this puts students at risk, blocks the service lane to other cars and sets an 
extremely poor example to students about responsible driving, which is a 
shared responsibility of all parents.

Butterfly Foundation

As a school we are well aware of the impact that poor mental health has 
on many of our young people. Recently, we had the Butterfly Foundation 
come into the school and present valuable information about how to build 
positive body esteem in our Year 7 and 8 students, along with a whole-
staff presentation after school. The Parents Association kindly sponsored 
the Butterfly Foundation’s Danni Rowland, National Manager – Prevention 
Services, to speak to parents about supporting their daughter to develop a 
healthy attitude towards her body and with food. 
It was wonderful to see our parents develop their knowledge in this 
tricky area, since research suggests that 4% of people will have an eating 
disorder. Sadly, it is likely that body issues or eating disorders will touch our 
lives in some way. If you are worried about the impact an eating disorder 
is having on someone, the Butterfly Foundation runs a National Help Line 
1800 334 673, or you can go to https://thebutterflyfoundation.org.au/our-
services/helpline/ for other options such as Webchat.

https://thebutterflyfoundation.org.au/our-services/helpline/
https://thebutterflyfoundation.org.au/our-services/helpline/
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Year Level News
Living in the now, planning for the future and 
making mistakes are the themes the Year 12s 
have been exploring.
So, what’s the link?
The willingness to take a risk, to pursue the 
change in you that you want to see, develop 
and become.
Late last week we asked students to finish the 
sentence:
‘At the end of Year 12 I will be …’
Responding to this question meant that 

 
Year 12 –  
Adam Rieusset

students needed to take a risk, to look at what their future will look like and 
identify the opportunities that they need to take up, both now and in the 
future. With risk comes change and with change comes all the messy stuff 
that will occur for our students to evolve into that change we want to see.
I ask for all Year 12 community members to encourage, talk and foster our 
students to take those risks that are needed. It might be simply starting or 
changing a habit that allows them to study better, or reducing social media 
use to prioritise sleep. 
With risk can come setbacks, and at some stage we all get something 
wrong, no one is perfect; but we need be willing to embrace the idea 
that ‘perfect’ is not our aspiration; doing our best, learning, growing and 
evolving into the best versions of ourselves should be our aspiration.
So, over the next two weeks, please take the time to help promote that it is 
ok to take risks because sitting in your comfort zone will never allow you to 
explore or evolve into the best you. 

Congratulations to all VCE students on 
completing their first Year 11 examinations. 
It has been a challenging and busy time in 
the lead-up and during the examination 
period. I have been impressed by the 
positivity, maturity and dedication of students 
throughout this time. I recommend you 
discuss this process with your daughter, 
so she can reflect on and review her own 
experience. Please also support us by 
encouraging your daughter to take some 
time to relax and reward herself for all the 
hard work and dedication she has shown.

 
Year 11 – 
Lauren Amalfi

Over the next two weeks, students will begin Unit 2. I again encourage you 
to discuss with your daughter her Unit 1 experience and to support her by 
helping to adapt and modify her approach accordingly, by reflecting on her 
learnings from Semester 1, so your daughter can have a positive transition 
into the second half of the year. 

Formal Reminder

Over the next two weeks students involved in formal planning teams will 
come together to prepare for a wonderful night in Term 3. Please remind 
your daughter of the nature of the night and to keep it in perspective. 
Information and consent forms for students and guests will be sent out 
shortly. 
As always, I welcome you to contact me or your daughter’s Homeroom 
teacher if you have any queries or concerns. 
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Year Level News

What’s Happening in the Classroom?

Literacy Collective

This week’s literacy strategy – that was shared with staff, Inquiry Chart 
(I-Chart) – enables students to gather information about a topic from several 
sources. Teachers design the I-Chart around several questions about a 
topic. Students read or listen to sources on the topic and record answers to 
the posed questions within the I-Chart. Students generate a summary in the 
final row. Different answers from various perspectives can be explored as a 
class.

Deep Learning and Animated Leaders Project

This week’s thinking strategy shared with staff was around encouraging 
students to reflect on the feedback they will receive from their upcoming 
exam results. The Self-Assessment Sheet is designed to help students break 
down the feedback into three sections. They are asked to identify their 
successes, areas they could improve on and a way they will approach the 
exam differently next time in order to achieve their goals. Year 10 and 11 
students may see this strategy used on their exam feedback. We hope it 
helps students to break down their feedback and to set new goals for their 
learning for next semester. 

 
 
Year 7 – 10  
Learning 
Discovery Leader 
Laura Geilings

Ayin

In Year 9, the Our Global Footprint unit has 
drawn to a close, and last week students 
presented their final products to their classes. 
During this unit, we explored the impact 
we, as humans, have on the environment. 
We investigated the different ways people 
try to minimise their carbon footprint and 
researched the impact of our daily decisions. 
From this learning, students had to create 
a product that would help in lowering our 
global footprint. We had fantastic and 
innovative ideas from the groups, which 
were designed using the design thinking 
process. This process helped students to 
plan, consider and problem-solve their way 
through their designs. The final products 
were realised in many different forms, such 
as potential companies or physical products 
for purchase. The Ayin team would like to 
congratulate the girls on completing this unit 
and for showing commitment and dedication 
to creating interesting and innovative 
products. 
The images are from an Artificial Coral 
Reef designed by Charlotte Dyer, Anja 
Batiller, Jessica Zou and Izzy Athey, Year 9.

 
 
Year 9 – 
Leanne Anderson
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Year Level News
Below is a reflection of the year so far from 
two of our Year 8 students, Tahlia and Elyse:
During this term, our year level has been 
fortunate enough to participate in many 
rewarding experiences. Here are some of the 
events.
Two actors from the organisation ‘Brainstorm 
Productions’ came to Sion and performed 
a scenario for us. They were able to raise 
awareness of the impact of bullying and also 
taught us about the importance of privacy and 
cybersafety. 

 
Year 8 – 
Jordyn Frood

A representative from the Butterfly Foundation came and gave a 
presentation about positive body images and the effects of social media. 
A Commedia Dell’Arte actor came and performed a version of Pinocchio 
with a dark comedic twist for us. This taught us valuable skills for both Drama 
and Italian, and helped us in our studies.
For our Year 8 retreat we visited the Holy Cross Centre in Templestowe, and 
learnt about the importance of healthy relationships with others, God and 
ourselves. It taught us ways to improve relationships and build new, healthy 
ones.
This term, our year level has raised money and awareness for a charity called 
One Girl. They raise money for girls in Uganda and Sierra Leone, to help 
fund their education. So far, we have raised $740 by holding fundraising 
events such as rent-a-chair day, rent-an-iPad day, Crazy Sock day and bake 
sales, and are continuing to raise more.
We are excited for what is yet to come this year and we love being one, big 
family.
Tahlia Marino, 8 Blue, and Elyse Harvie, 8 Red.

 
Year 7 –  
Michelle Arnold

At Our Lady of Sion College, we place a strong emphasis on educating our students 
on the call for Social Justice and how it is imbedded into our lives at Sion. In Term 2, 
our College Social Justice policy encourages each year level to play an active role in a 
social justice project throughout the term, with the Year 7 Social Justice Project being 
Operation Toilets. 
Our Year 7 class leaders and Social Justice reps have been working very hard to raise 
awareness for the Operation Toilets project. They have held a move in the theatre 
and this week they held a bake sale at lunchtime. Both of these events have been 
great successes and the team is looking forward to their final event, the Year 7 Talent 
Show, which will be held in the last week of school. The students have already raised 
over $300, which is a wonderful effort. Please encourage your daughters to become 
educated about Operation Toilets and to help raise the awareness by taking this 
information home and sharing it with family and friends. 
Good luck Year 7s for the Talent Show! You should be very proud of your efforts. 
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Learning Area News
Year 9 Geography Phillip Island 
excursion

The first stop for our Geography excursion 
to Phillip Island was San Remo. Here, we 
observed the pelicans and how much the 
San Remo sand dunes had eroded. We took 
photos and observed what the bay looked like 
now from what it looked like in 1920. 
Next, we went into local shops to survey either 
a resident or a shop owner about tourism and 
what it’s like being a local. After recording 
their answers, we got back on the bus and 

 
Humanities –
Sarah Chalmers

made our way to Smiths Beach, to participate in a ranger presentation 
about marine debris and the way we treat our environment. We divided into 
groups and went down to the windy beach, where we were to collect as 
many artificial objects as we could. We found bottle caps, heaps of plastic, 
surfboard wax, rubber and other things we couldn’t identify. 
It was interesting to learn how much the rubbish affects our wildlife and even 
ourselves. After the ranger presentation, we went to Cowes for lunch, and 
then drove to Swan Lake, where we had another ranger presentation. This 
time about Aboriginals and how they made use of the land, specifically of 
Swan Lake. We saw native birds and the lake itself. 
Our last stop was the Nobbies, where we went to see the beautiful rocks and 
birds. Some of us even got to see a penguin, which was pretty cool. Overall 
the Geography excursion was a great yet cold experience!  
Maya Mannix, 9 Blue
Our focus for the day was on the impacts that tourism has on the economy 
and nature of Phillip Island. Tourism has a big impact on the unique nature 
Phillip Island has, because some tourists do not know how to look after it. 
Some of the damage caused cannot be reversed, so our focus was how 
the council and volunteers are trying to prevent these effects on the nature 
becoming irreversible. Holly Moule, 9 Silver

Action always beats intention.
Jon Acuff 

(Author)
Students and families can find the fortnightly 
Careers newsletter at   
www.olsccareers.com/?page=newsletter.
In this fortnight’s newsletter there is 
information relating to:
•	 Career in the Spotlight – Financial 

Planning

 
Careers –  
Brooke O’Hara
•	 Upcoming events – Careers, Courses and Connections with Box Hill 

Institute, school holiday opportunities with ACU, EY opportunity, My 
Melbourne, Photography Studies College Experience Day, Monash 
Science tours 

•	 Things to Consider – PwC Apprenticeship
•	 Research ideas – 2019 tertiary open days, Free TAFE with Box Hill 

Institute.
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Learning Area News

Junior Production Launch

The launch of the Junior Production was 
a huge success and I am very pleased to 
announce that this year we will be performing 
Roald Dahl’s James and the Giant Peach in 
November! Auditions have been underway 
this week and we have been overwhelmed 
by applications for both cast and crew. Stay 
tuned, more information on our rehearsal 
process and how to buy tickets once they are 
released. 

Two of our very keen Drama students from Year 9, Cara Pitruzzello 
and Francesca Zeccola, ran an audition workshop ahead of our Junior 
Production launch to prepare juniors and offer some tips and tricks of the 
trade. A large group of juniors attended and we had a showing of some 
audition pieces at the end of the workshop, which were wonderful! Thank 
you, Cara and Francesca, for your brilliant workshop facilitation. 
Thursdays in the Miriam Theatre are about to get busier with a whole host 
of events planned, from workshops to performance viewings. There will be 
plenty in store for Drama students to get involved through Winter. What a 
good excuse to keep out of the cold, meet some new people and have fun 
performing! 

 
 
Drama –  
Alex Bleazby

(Years 9–10) or Senior (Years 11–12) divisions. The competition is a series 
of written problems, completed over 75 minutes under test conditions. A 
sample problem is shown to the right:

Mathematics Enrichment 
Opportunity

All Year 7–12 students are encouraged 
to sign up to compete in the Australian 
Mathematics Competition, which will take 
place on Thursday 1 August at school.
The competition has been running since 
1978 and has grown to include participation 
from students in more than 30 countries. 
Students in secondary school compete in 
either the Junior (Years 7–8), Intermediate 

 
Mathematics – 
Amy Proctor

Students interested in participating in the competition can register via 
https://forms.gle/YmXXZuvZrDCZrDh57.
More information about the competition is also available at www.amt.edu.
au/australian-mathematics-competition.
Registered students can also obtain practice resources by speaking to their 
Mathematics teacher or emailing Ms Proctor at aproctor@sion.catholic.edu.au.

The diagram indicates a pattern 
of paving blocks that are laid 
diagonally across a rectangular floor 
measuring L cm × 200 cm. Each 
block measures 8 cm × 4 cm, and 
any two blocks that touch overlap by 
5 cm. What is the value of L?
(A) 253 (B) 155 (C) 400 (D) 250 (E) 158

https://forms.gle/YmXXZuvZrDCZrDh57
https://www.amt.edu.au/australian-mathematics-competition
https://www.amt.edu.au/australian-mathematics-competition
mailto:aproctor@sion.catholic.edu.au
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Music –  
Martin Macaulay
Open Mic

Congratulations to all students who performed in the Open Mic last week. 
There were some outstanding performances, especially from some of the 
younger performers.

Music Week, 24 – 28 June

The last week of Term 2 is a special week in the Music Department – it’s a 
festival of music activities, performances and fun!
•	 Monday 24 June:

 o Movie and TV show soundtrack themed Open Mic, lunchtime in 
the Piazza

•	 Tuesday 25 June:
 o all-day Strings workshop with Gareth de Korte (Head of Music, 

Melbourne High School)
 o House Music at lunchtime, Miriam Theatre

•	 Wednesday 26 June:
 o Voice Soiree, 4.30 pm, Miriam Theatre

•	 Thursday 27 June:
 o Instrumental Open Mic at lunchtime, Piazza
 o Ensembles Concert, Act 1: 5.00 – 6.30 pm, Act 2: 7.00 – 8.30 pm, 

Miriam Theatre (book through Trybooking, links below)
•	 Friday 28 June:

 o Music Cahoot at lunchtime, Miriam Theatre
Chelsea Elder, Music Captain, 12 Silver

Voice Soiree – Wednesday 26 June 4.30 pm

Too much music is never enough, as we will hear from our Instrumental 
Voice students on Wednesday 26 June at 4.30 pm in the Miriam Theatre as 
part of Music Week.

Ensembles Concert – Thursday 27 June

Preparations for the Ensembles Concert are well underway. Be sure to book 
your tickets through the Trybooking links below. The concert will be in two 
‘acts’ in the Miriam Theatre.
•	 Act 1 – 5.00 – 6:30pm 

 o Ensembles involved are: Year 7 Concert Band (Monday morning 
group), Brass Ensemble, College Choir, Jazz Club, Junior (Year 
7) Strings, Flute Ensemble, Intermediate Strings, Senior Concert 
Band.

 o Trybooking link for Act 1 is https://www.trybooking.com/BCUKA.
•	 Act 2 – 7.00 – 8.30 pm 

 o Ensembles involved are: Notre Dame String Quartet, Year 7 
Concert Band (Tuesday afternoon group), Rock Band, Year 
7 Choir, Senior Strings, Symphony Orchestra, Percussion 
Ensemble, Intermediate Concert Band, CVE, Jazz Ensemble, 
Combined Choir.

 o Trybooking link for Act 2 is https://www.trybooking.com/BDBBO.

Upcoming Dates
•	 Thursday 1 August – Intermediate Concert Band VSMF 9.00 am  

Hawthorn Town Hall
•	 Friday 16 August – Senior Jazz Ensemble VSMF 2.15pm Hawthorn Town Hall 
•	 Monday 19 August – CVE Monash Youth Music Festival (Choral) 6.00 pm 

Monash University
•	 Tuesday 20 August – Senior Concert Band VSMF 2.15 pm  

Hawthorn Town Hall

https://www.trybooking.com/BCUKA
https://www.trybooking.com/BDBBO
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Co-curricular News
Social Justice

This Sunday marks the beginning of Refugee 
Week; a dedicated time to raise awareness 
about the issues affecting refugees and to 
celebrate the positive contributions made by 
refugees to Australian society. As a Catholic 
and Sionian school, the plight of refugees 
around the world, in Australian detention 
centres and in our communities, is of great 
concern. We are especially connected 
to this issue through our fortnightly visits 
to the Melbourne Immigration Transit 
Accommodation (MITA) in Broadmeadows, 
where Year 12s and staff members offer their 
companionship to asylum seekers waiting 
to have their claims heard and approved. 
Many of the men that we visit, who come from 
various countries, have been waiting for four, 
five, six years and more to have their claims 
finalised. Once released from detention, many 
asylum seekers rely on the generosity of non-
profits to survive.
During this coming week, we will dedicate 
our prayers to refugees everywhere and invite 
students and staff to take action through the 
various events and fundraisers happening this 
week. Most prominently, the Year 11s will be 
hosting a food drive for the Asylum Seeker 
Resource Centre, whose food bank provides 

Social Justice 
Coodinator –  
Lucy Miotello

groceries for over 600 refugees a week. Below, you will see the items we are 
collecting to ensure a balanced donation. Donations can be dropped off 
outside Wellbeing and Growth Leaders’ offices throughout the week. 
Additionally, we will be screening The Merger across lunchtimes in the 
Miriam Theatre on Wednesday and Thursday. This Australian film is a 
beautiful and comical depiction of what can happen when refugees are 
embraced in local communities. A gold coin donation will be collected to be 
given to the ASRC along with the food donations.

Food Drive Items for Collection:

•	 Year 7s – tinned foods (fruit, vegetables, tuna, legumes without sauce)
•	 Year 8s – breakfast goods (cereals, long-life milk, spreads)
•	 Year 9s – toiletries (including baby wipes, toothpaste, shampoo, 

conditioner, shower gel, deodorant, etc.)
•	 Year 10s – pasta varieties and sauces to accompany
•	 Year 11s – biscuits, sweets, tea and coffee (savoury and sweet biscuits, 

chocolates and lollies)
•	 Year 12s – rice and varieties and accompaniments (particularly basmati 

rice)

Thank you in advance for your support and donations, they are greatly 
appreciated.

Social Justice 
Coordinator –  
Rebecca Bennett
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Co-curricular News

 
 

Acting Head of 
Sport –  
Angela Stephens

On Friday 31 May our Cross Country 
team competed in the GSV Division 2 
Championship Carnival at Bundoora Park. 
It was true Cross Country weather, with the 
rain persisting all day. The girls were wet and 
muddy, but they persevered and produced 
some great results. The Intermediate girls 
placed third overall and the Juniors came 
in fourth position. A great effort, girls, under 
difficult conditions. Special thanks to Mr 
Rieusset, Ms Parkinson, Ms Callum and our 
former students Maddie Dawes, Hannah 
Shanley and Anna Kipping, for staffing a very 
wet and cold event. 

On Monday 3 June, our Senior Netball teams set off to Waverley Netball 
Centre for their GSV Finals day. Both teams finished on top of their zone 
and they certainly made their dominance felt at the finals. The Senior A 
Team won their Grand Final over Siena with a convincing 27–14 win. They 
are the GSV Champions!!
The Senior B team won their Semi Final (after two overtime extensions), 
but due to a roof leak at the centre, and a subsequent time delay, they 
had to go immediately into their Grand Final. Unfortunately, the girls just 
didn’t have the legs left to play to their best and were runners up in this 
competition. 
A great result from both teams – well done girls. 
On Wednesday 12 June, it was Finals time for our Intermediate Netballers. 
We had two teams qualify for finals and both teams won the GSV 
Championship! Particular mention must go to the Intermediate C team who 
were 11 goals behind at half time. They rallied together, lifted their game 
and ended up winning the match by just two goals. An amazing result girls 
– well done!
On Thursday 13 June, we had seven Junior Netball teams and one Junior 
AFL 9s team qualify for the finals. And what a day it was! All teams played 
strongly with all of our netball teams progressing to semi and grand finals. 
Congratulations to the Junior Netball C , D and F teams who are GSV 
champions. Special thanks to Mrs Arnold, Ms Fraser, Ms Taylor, Ms Bennett, 
Ms Baydoun, Ms Teicher, Mrs Kitch, Mrs Amadio, Ms Van der Westhuizen 
and Ms Branson for their coaching efforts. 
Mr Brewis also led his AFL 9s team to GSV Championship victory with a 
convincing win over Loreto. 

Sports Star of the Week

Jasmine Kelzi – Year 9

Jasmine’s cheerleading team won 
a partially paid bid to compete at 
the Global Dance and Cheer Games 
in Hawaii in May. She competed 
against four different nations: USA, 
Canada, New Zealand and Australia. 
This was her fourth international 
competition, but the very first time 
she has come first overseas. Her 
team won with an amazing score of 
96%, which is extremely high. An 
amazing effort – well done Jasmine!
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Co-curricular News
Weekly Sport Results Term 2 Week 7 & 8

Junior Intermediate Senior

Netball Sion A (30) def Genazzano (24)
Sion B (25) def by Genazzano (26)
Sion C (21) def Genazzano (10)
Sion D (36) def Strathcona (2)
Sion E (20) def MLC (12)
Sion F (18) def Strathcona (7)
Sion G (22) def Siena (7) 
Sion H (20) def MLC (14)
Semi Final:  
Sion A (16) def by Firbank (19)
Grand Final:  
Sion C (31) def Firbank (12)
Grand Final:  
Sion D (36) def Korowa (5)
Grand Final:  
Sion E (24) def by Loreto (26)
Grand Final:  
Sion F (23) def Star of the Sea (21)
Grand Final:  
Sion G (18) def by Sacre Coeur (21)
Semi Final:  
Sion H (9) def by Loreto (19)

Qualifying Final:
Sion A (27) def Ruyton (23)
Semi Final: 
Sion A (33) def Lowther Hall (20)
Qualifying Final:
Sion C (28) def Genazzano (12)
Semi Final: 
Sion C (30) def Ruyton (14)
Grand Final:
Sion A (32) def Genazzano (28)
Grand Final:
Sion C (32) def Star of the Sea (30)

Qualifying Final:
Sion A (39) def St Catherine’s (7)
Semi Final: 
Sion A (23) def Toorak College (12)
Grand Final:
Sion A (27) def Siena (14)
Qualifying Final:
Sion B – BYE
Semi Final: 
Sion B (26) def Siena (25)
Grand Final:
Genazzano (27) def Sion B (14)

AFL 9s Sion A – Bye
Sion A2 (1) def by Strathcona (110)
Grand Final: 
Sion A (93) def Loreto (19)
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Co-curricular News
Loreto Feast Day 2019

On Thursday 30 May, Loreto House members 
came together and celebrated all the good 
things about belonging to Loreto. 
In the morning, Loreto Captains Teà 
Tsagarakis and Rebecca Hosie read out a 
beautiful prayer that was put together by the 
Year 11 and 7 representatives Lily McRae, 
Elle Beltsios, Catherine Simmons and Simran 
Dhillon. 
At recess, Loreto House members gathered 
for a drone photo, forming the number ‘0’ on 
the oval.

 
House 
Coordinator –  
Jaclyn Taylor

During lunchtime, the House Captains and representatives ran some fun 
activities for the Loreto girls to participate in. I would like to personally 
congratulate these girls on their amazing work towards making the day feel 
special for Loreto:
•	 Teà Tsagarakis 
•	 Rebecca Hosie 
•	 Lily McRae
•	 Elle Beltsios
•	 Zafira Tsagarakis
•	 Isabella Shade
•	 Jennifer Dixon
•	 Yasmin Buultjens
•	 Sarah Bulloch
•	 Nastaskia Martin
•	 Catherine Simmons 
•	 Simran Dhillon.

Upcoming events: 
•	 House Table Tennis on 17–19 June
•	 House Music on 25 June.

For more information please refer to student bulletin.
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Parent News

Our Lady of Sion College    1065 Whitehorse Road, Box Hill 
        03 9890 9097    www.sion.catholic.edu.au

Talk and Tour mornings  
prior to close of enrolments:

Monday 24 June, 9.30 am 
Friday 26 July, 9.30 am 

Monday 5 August, 9.30 am 

Applications for Year 7, 2021,  
are closing on 23 August 2019

Application forms are available on our website for 
download or you can contact our Registrar: 

Ms Robyn McCann 
9890 9097 or registrar@sion.catholic.edu.au

We look forward to welcoming 
your family to the College.

Our Lady of Sion College Parents Association
Recently, we were fortunate to have an informative guest speaker – Danni Rowlands from the Butterfly Foundation – 
present to our School Community regarding eating disorders.
Thank you to those who came on the night; I’m sure you would agree that it was an informative and enlightening 
forum.
Below are some statements from parents who attended the evening:
Danni gave a very informative and thoroughly engaging presentation, which gave us all an insight into the 
complexities of body esteem and eating disorders. In their desire to be accepted and admired, she highlighted 
the enormous pressures that our young people must navigate in a world that is consumed by food, dieting fads 
and appearances. She invited us to examine our own attitudes to food, dieting and body image; a timely reminder 
of how we, even as adults, may fall prey to unhealthy social pressures and trends. Danni provided us with useful 
information regarding the warning signs of eating disorders, and practical strategies to assist us in developing in 
our children a confident and resilient body esteem. She spoke about the services and resources that are available 
through the Butterfly Foundation and finally, a sense of hope that such battles and illnesses can be overcome.  
Vicky Burgio
Danni was an outstanding and very engaging presenter, who shared her lived experiences relating to body image. 
Her tips around engaging in positive open dialogue are of paramount importance in empowering and inspiring 
our younger generation. Thank you to Our Lady of Sion College and the Parents Association for sponsoring this 
important event.  
Gayle Ashdowne 
The Butterfly Foundation Parent Forum was both a sobering and an enlightening evening, where we learned more 
about the need for parents to be vigilant about the potential for their children (both females and males) to develop 
a negative body image and an unhealthy relationship with food. The forum also shared information to break some 
of the myths around eating disorders and give us a more realistic understanding of how our teenagers might be 
feeling.
Fortunately, we also received great information about sources of support should we feel worried about our children 
and need advice, including The Butterfly Foundation or a GP who understands eating disorders. I thoroughly 
recommend accessing the website for more information and reaching out if you are worried.  
Michelle Strong
www.thebutterflyfoundation.org.au/
Adele Pasquini 
President

https://www.thebutterflyfoundation.org.au/
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Parent News

 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 
Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist 
beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student 
will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun 
activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the Government’s 
commitment to breaking the link between a student’s background and their outcomes. 

 
CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS       
FUND (CSEF) 
School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great 
outdoors, excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how the 
world works and sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership.  All 
are part of a healthy curriculum. 

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families 
to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities. 
 
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary 
foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration 
category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The 
allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to 
camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 
 

The annual CSEF amount per student is: 

• $125 for primary school students 

• $225 for secondary school students 

 
 

  
  

MORE INFORMATION 
For more information about the CSEF visit 
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 

 
HOW TO APPLY 
New applicants should contact the school office to   
obtain a CSEF application form or download from 
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef  

If you applied for the CSEF at your child's school in 
2018, you do not need to complete an application 
form in 2019 unless there has been a change in your 
family circumstances.  
You only need to complete an application form if any 
of the following changes have occurred: 

 new student enrolments; your child has 
started or changed schools in 2019 or you 
did not apply in 2018. 

 changed family circumstances; such as a 
change of custody, change of name, 
concession card number, or new siblings 
commencing at the school in 2019. 

 

Check with the school office if you are unsure. 
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