
Let the learning  
adventure begin

OPEN DAY 
23 October, 9am – 3pm

Principal’s address  
at 9:30am

Come and experience what The Cathedral 
Grammar School has to offer. To register 
for the Open Day please contact Lydia 
Hemingway on 03 365 0385 or email 
hemingwayl@cathedralgrammar.school.nz

Your Local Views

Aaron Lock reports on 
recent surf conditions and 
the success of Sumner 
surfers in Gisborne

OVER THE past few weeks, 
consistent southerly swells 
have been pushing past Banks 
Peninsula.

This has caused some great 
sessions on the southern-facing 
points and beaches and those 
willing to put the drive time in 
(and enough dollars for gas) have 
been getting plenty of waves.

Back in the city, things have 
been pretty small on the beaches. 
However, there has still been 
some fun waist to shoulder-high 
days and relatively light winds 
have continued to mean some 
nice clean mornings.

The water temperature is grad-
ually picking up and is sitting at 
12 deg C. This should warm by 
about 1 deg C per week over the 
next month.

The big wave spots in The 
Catlins have been pumping with 
some huge 4,5m days and rea-
sonably clean conditions.

A few of the underground 
chargers from Christchurch have 
been heading south to dust off 
their nine foot (2.7m) guns.

A big crew of groms from 
Sumner headed north to Gis-
borne last weekend for the 2018 
Sticky Johnson primary school 
championships.

They put in some amazing per-
formances in challenging condi-
tions on day with pumping surf 
for finals day. Ava Henderson 

came away victorious winning 
the year 7/8 girls.

Eden Hungerford was second 
in the year 6 and under girls. 
Jack Tyro was the other finalist 
from Sumner placing fourth in 

the year 7/8 boys. Benji Lowen, 
Holly Campbell, Ruby Arm-
strong, Amelie Wink and Travis 
Henderson were all up there 
charging too.

This week in Gisborne, it is 

the turn of the secondary school 
surfers competing in the Na-
tional Scholastic surf champs.

Good luck to Team Canter-
bury proudly supported by Exit 
Surf and Against The Grain 
Screenprinting.

Sadly the surf community 
lost one of its own recently with 
the passing of Tristan Bennett, 
owner and manager of Exit Surf 
in Ferrymead.

Tristan will be dearly missed 
by all those that knew him and 
his generosity and support of the 
South Island surfing community 
will never be forgotten.

Aaron's Surf Report WINNER: Victorious Sumner 
surfer Ava Henderson 
in Gisborne for the 2018 
Sticky Johnson primary 
school championships. 
PHOTO: CORY, NZ SURFING 
MAGAZINE

With Heritage 
Week starting 
on Friday, 
Voices Against 
War lead 
researcher 
Margaret 
Lovell-Smith 
wants to remind people 
to remember the New 
Zealanders who took a 
stand against World War 1

WHEN YOUNG resisters to 
compulsory military training 
were serving time in jail in 
March 1912, the streets of 
Lyttelton resounded to a noisy 
anti-militarist protest.

Hundreds of people trav-
elled to Lyttelton by train and 
marched around the jail singing 
“we’ll set the children free” to the 
tune of John Brown’s Body.

Later that year, the Govern-
ment introduced new penalties 
which meant that some young 
men lost their civil rights for up 

to three years, and some had 
money deducted from their 
wages to pay unpaid fines.

The resisters could be detained 
in military barracks rather than 

prisons. Resistance to these 
harsh penalties led to a dramatic 
episode the following year, when 
13 young men from Canterbury 
and the West Coast were de-

tained in Fort Jervois on Ripapa 
Island. The young men refused 
to do any work that had a con-
nection to the military, such as 
cleaning guns, and most went 
on hunger strikes, successfully 
bringing publicity to their cause.

Once war was declared in 1914 
and New Zealand had commit-
ted to fighting alongside Britain, 
war regulations meant that 
speaking out against conscrip-
tion or the war effort could lead 
to imprisonment.

Lyttelton jail played host to 
some leading trade unionists and 
anti-militarists arrested for sedi-
tion under the war regulations.

Bob Semple was the first, 
arrested in Christchurch after 

speaking in Victoria Square, but 
he was soon followed by Tim 
Armstrong, Fred Cooke, Reg 
Williams and Peter Ramsay early 
in 1917. In addition, about 60 
Canterbury men were impris-
oned during World War 1 for 
objecting to serve in the military 
because of their religious, politi-
cal or humanitarian beliefs.

Several of these conscientious 
objectors or ‘COs’ spent time in 
Lyttelton jail while they waited 
for a place to become available at 
the new Paparua Prison.

Let’s not forget the brave men 
and women who made a stand 
for peace when the majority of 
the country was strongly sup-
porting the war effort.

•To read more about the 
people who took a stand 
against World War 1, visit 
www.voicesagainstwar.nz.

•The ‘Voices Against War’ 
display can also be viewed 
at the Knox Centre, 28 Bea-
ley Ave, from 9am-noon until 
the end of the month.

Southerly brings in big waves on peninsula

Remembering conscientious objectors

EXILE: A cartoon from the July 11, 1913, edition of the 
Maoriland Worker, a labour movement publication, showing 
conscientious objectors being sent to Rīpapa Island in 
Lyttelton Harbour.     PHOTO: NATIONAL LIBRARY OF NZ
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