
SIONIANS:
Beyond the Cherry Red Gates 
Spring 2021 | Edition 33

Our Lady of Sion College  
Past Students’ Magazine



2 Spring 2021 Sionians: Beyond the Cherry Red Gates

Sionians: Beyond the Cherry Red 
Gates is produced by  
Our Lady of Sion College, 
1065 Whitehorse Road,  
Box Hill, Victoria 3128.

© Copyright reserved

Licensed under NEALS. 
The NEALS licence permits 
Australian schools and 
educational bodies to reproduce 
print and digital materials for 
educational use in schools free 
of charge.

Acknowledgments  
Thank you to those who 
contributed to the articles and 
photographs in this issue.

Views expressed in this 
magazine are not necessarily 
those of Our Lady of Sion 
College. The editor reserves the 
right to amend or reject any item 
submitted for publication.

Correspondence is welcomed to: 
Tina Apostolopoulos, Principal, 
Our Lady of Sion College 
PO Box 254 
Kerrimuir, VIC 3129

E: principal@sion.catholic.edu.au 
paststudents@sion.catholic.edu.au

T: +61 3 9890 9097

W: www.sion.catholic.edu.au

Front cover image 
Lucy Molony, past Principal, with 
students at the 2008 Significant 
Women celebration

President’s reportContents
3 From the Desk of the 
Principal

 
4–5 ‘0s and 1s’ Reunion

 
6–9 Vale Lucy Molony

 
10 From the Archives

 
11 Embrace Life beyond 
Sion

Welcome to the second edition of 
Sionians for 2021!

The reunion for past students in May 
this year was a wonderful opportunity 
for 14 year levels to reconnect, after the 
past year of turmoil and disconnection. 
Including year levels ranging from 1960 
through to our more recent graduates of 
2010 and 2011, the room was filled with 
nostalgia and recollections of times gone 
by.

The date for next year’s reunion (‘2’s 
reunion – Classes of 2012, 2002, 1992, 
etc.) is advertised on the back page of this 
magazine – please ensure you save the 
date and pass it on to any of your peers 
who might not receive this publication.

Finally, as always, if you are not already 
following us on Facebook, I encourage 
you to do so: www.facebook.com/
SionPSA. The page enables us to 
communicate regularly with any updates 
to the College, events that are happening, 
and photos from our Archives.

I wish all our past students a safe and 
prosperous finish to 2021.

Mary-Ann Di Ienno, President 
(maryann.red@hotmail.com)
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From the Desk of the Principal

The most notable 
aspects of Our Lady 
of Sion College are 
the importance it 
places on the care 
of its students, 
the strong sense 
of community 
which is enjoyed 
by our students 
and staff, and the 
excellent learning 
opportunities it 
offers, so that our 
students are able to 
forge meaningful 
lives beyond our 

school gates. In recent months, the College 
has experienced a number of events that have 
reinforced these qualities, some of them with great 
sadness and others with great hope for the future. 

The outpouring of gratitude from our past 
students, prompted by the passing of Lucy Molony 
(Past Principal of our College 1987–1996), was swift 
and, in many ways, unsurprising. Her contribution 
to the College, as reflected upon by past students, 
was characterised by her wise and gentle counsel, 
the personal impact she had on their lives and the 
enduring sense of commitment she displayed to 
equip them for adult life. Students also noted the 
type of learning environment she sought to create 
for them: a tranquil place that allowed young 
students to find their identities and plan their 
futures. 

I first met Lucy around 2000 and remember her 
affirming and encouraging advice regarding my 
own journey as an educational leader. Like our 
past students, I have much for which to be grateful 
to Lucy in also shaping my life. The College will 
always be the better for her leadership and I take 
this opportunity to acknowledge her inspiring 
contribution and express our sadness at her 
passing.

Our school is also notable for the links we forge 
with the international Sion community. Since 
2005, I know many of our past students have 
experienced this opportunity first-hand through 
our exchange programs with Sion schools in 
France and the United States. Since 2009, staff 
within Sion schools across the world have also 
gathered to foster our Sionian identity, share 
practices, strengthen collegiality and engage with 
and reflect on a theme of relevance at that time.

At the conclusion of the 2018 meeting, the 
Congregational Schools Team announced that 
the 2021 5th International Meeting would be 
held in Melbourne, Australia. Unfortunately, the 
COVID-19 pandemic has made international 
travel to Melbourne not yet possible, but despite 
this challenge, the Australian Planning Team 
has transformed the gathering into an online 
experience which will allow all staff from each of 
the 22 Sion schools across the globe to participate. 
The theme of the 5th International Sion Schools 
Conference is both timely and relevant: Educating 
for Hope. We look forward to strengthening our 
commitment to the education of our students at a 
time of unprecedented challenge so that they also 
can look forward to their future with both a sense 
of optimism and the relevant skills with which to 
navigate their lives and positively contribute to the 
field of their choice.

To this end, I am very excited to share the plans 
that the College has for the future development of 
our school. Since the end of 2019, the College has 
sought to develop a transformational Masterplan, 
which will continue to provide an excellent 
learning environment for our students. Recently 
we completed an extension to our gymnasium, 
the Louise Humann Centre. Our next stage is 
the construction of a three-storey STEAMD and 
Administration Centre, which will be located on 
the corner of Dorking and Whitehorse Roads. 
The centre will equip our students with the 
interdisciplinary and design-thinking skills that 
we know are so necessary for the future. I look 
forward to sharing our plans for the centre in future 
editions of our Sionian magazine.

Tina Apostolopoulos, Principal

The eight past and present Principals of Our Lady of 
Sion College at the 90th Anniversary Reunion in 2018.
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After the interruptions of 2020, it was wonderful to be able to welcome past students from graduating 
years as early as 1960 and as recently as 2011 to the College. On Saturday 22 May, with the weather 
blessing us with some unseasonable warmth, over 90 past students returned to take a tour of the 
College, see some familiar faces and indulge in plenty of nostalgia. 

There were memories of girls hiding in cupboards and of a game played only at Sion that seemed to be 
an early version of dodgeball; of antics and celebrations and friendship. It was a wonderful afternoon, 
and we look forward to seeing our ‘2s’ students at next year’s event (see back page for details).

‘0s and 1s’ Reunion 
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Vale Lucy Molony: Principal 1987–1996

During her time at the College, 
Lucy was known for her 
integrity, great wisdom and 
care of her students and staff, 
and her wonderful support 
of the Sisters of Our Lady of 
Sion. While Principal, she led 
the College during a time of 
significant change in education, 
especially in relation to the VCE. 
Her quiet dignity, strong faith 
and vision were hallmarks of 
her principalship which always 
reflected the College motto 
Speaking the Truth in Love.

Lucy enjoyed a formidable 
career in education and ministry. 
After her tenure as Principal at 
Our Lady of Sion, Lucy worked 
at the Tribunal of the Catholic 
Church as Director of Towards 
Healing Victoria. She then 
returned to education working 
in the induction and mentoring 
of new Secondary Principals, 
reviewing and appraising 
Principals and working as a 
Reviewer for the CECV School 
Improvement Framework. 

Following these appointments, 
Lucy’s career led her to Mercy 
Education Limited, where she 
held the positions of Director of 
Mercy Education, Deputy Chair 
of the Mercy Education Board, 
and finally she held the position 
of Chair until 2018. Lucy’s legacy 
will be acknowledged by many 
within Catholic education who 
benefitted from her great faith, 
wisdom and insight.

Many past students attended the 
College during her principalship, 
some of whom have posted their 
condolences and reflections 
on our Past Students Facebook 
page. They remember Lucy as 
a kind and gentle leader and a 
wonderful role model. 

We have republished a number 
of these reflections within 
these pages, to share with the 
wider community recollections 
of a woman who has been 
remembered and loved well 
beyond her direct influence. 

We keep Lucy and her family in 
our thoughts and prayers at this 
sad time.

It is with great sadness that we advise of the passing of Mrs Lucy Molony, past Principal of Our 
Lady of Sion College for ten years, from 1987 to 1996. 
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‘Saddened hearing this news. 
Lucy Molony always provided 

such wonderful support to all of 
her students.  

Gentle and kind with an 
incredible memory for every 

student. An amazing person. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with all 

of her family at this time.’

Julie O’Donnell 

‘If is to be, it is up to me. 
I remember her saying this to the 
whole school one year. I use it on 

my kids all the time.  
Thoughts and prayers for Lucy 

and her family.’

Emily Escott 

‘Mrs Molony was one of our 
principals (we graduated 1999). 

She was always very patient 
and kind to me, especially 

while going through my family 
difficulties. She will be in our 

thoughts and prayers, as will her 
family and friends.’

Belle Godfrey 

‘Nicest and most gentle lady with 
the patience of a saint. She gave 
me MANY chances and I thank 

her for it.’

Kelly Campbell 

‘So sorry to hear about the 
passing of Mrs Molony. Such 
fond memories of my time at 
Sion while she was principal. 

Condolences and thoughts are 
with her family and all Sionians.’ 

Tanya (Mitchell) Duke

‘I’m so sorry to hear this. I was 
very fortunate to have Mrs 
Molony as one of my principals 
while at Sion. I will always 
remember her kindness (even 
a birthday greeting for every 
Year 7 in my year), calmness and 
empathy. She truly lived Sion’s 
values, and was a wonderful role 
model for all the young women 
at the school.’

Cath Odgers 

‘So saddened to hear this. 
Mrs Molony was a beautiful, 

dignified Principal who treated 
all with equal care and respect. 

An inspiring role model who 
leaves so many of us with fond 

memories. Deepest condolences 
to her family and friends.‘

Kelli Walker 

‘Lucy employed me after Kildara 
shut its doors. She showed 

me nothing but kindness and 
understanding during the years 

we worked together. I remember 
her with blessed and fond 

memories. RIP.’

Jennifer Knight 

‘Such fond memories of Mrs 
Molony – compassionate, 

humble and a great leader. She 
always made the effort to know 
all her students. Even when we 
saw her many years later, there 

was genuine interest in our 
wellbeing. Deepest sympathy to 

her family and friends.  
What a legacy she has left.’

Karen Davison 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Vale Lucy Molony: Principal 1987–1996

Past Student Reflections

We were overwhelmed with reflections and condolences from past students; the following 
represents just a snapshot of some of the memories offered:
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It was the 1996 Year 12 
Graduation Mass. The homily Mrs 
Molony gave was based on the 
Bible reading of Ruth. In this story, 
Ruth is deciding whether to stay 
loyal to her friend Naomi and face 
an uncertain future, or whether 
to go back to her own people, to 
abandon friendship and play it 
safe, because her friendship has 
become too demanding. 

Mrs Molony illustrated how this 
story represents us as school-
leavers, how our friendships 
with the Sion community have 
meant we must go now and face 
new challenges; how lasting 
friendships often require us to be 
bold and adventurous.

These words were not flashy 
or extravagantly delivered, but 
rather, gentle, quiet and wise; 
words which needed time for 
reflection before they could leave 
their impression on our minds. 

This particular homily was not 
only important in that it gave 
insight into each Year 12 student 
and her continuing journey – it 
also finely displayed the virtue 
and integrity we have all come to 
recognise in Mrs Molony over the 
past ten years. 

The sentiments and spirit in which 
this homily was delivered were 
typical of Mrs Molony. 

The moving address was clearly 
based on long and careful 
reflection about how the story of 
Ruth may apply to the Year 12s. 
The obvious preparation of the 
homily was characteristic of Mrs 
Molony’s principalship. Many 
things she has done or said in 
her reflections with her usual 
quiet dignity, may have gone 
unnoticed. 

Her homily that night showed us 
how like Ruth Mrs Molony herself 
is. Through her relationship with 
Sion, there is constant loyalty, yet 
willingness to take this school 
to new challenges and open 
it to the future. Like the loyalty 
Ruth displays to her friend, Mrs 
Molony displays this loyalty to 
Our Lady of Sion College. For the 
past ten years, she has kept faith 
within our community, and there 
is a strong sense of the school as 
a Sion school.

Our Lady of Sion is situated on 
the busy highway of Whitehorse 
Road, where there is an incessant 
rush of engines and noise. Yet 
when one looks at the front of 
the school, with its tall pin oaks, 
maples and claret ashes amid 
a recently paved forecourt, the 
contrast is stunning. Step into the 
entrance of Sion, set back from 
the frenzy of the road, and feel 
truly relaxed and part of the Sion 
community. 

Under the sensitive and tasteful 
guidance of Mrs Molony, this 
forecourt has grown to represent 
the heart of the College, and 
illustrates, too, her presence 
within the school. Like this 
peaceful area, Mrs Molony is the 
quiet centre of the commotion 
in the College, her forever wise 
and tranquil nature welcoming 
and guiding the College into the 
future.

 
 

Vale Lucy Molony: Principal 1987–1996

Rachel Coghlan (Class of 1996, pictured right in first photo below), wrote the following reflection 
in the 1996 yearbook, as a farewell and thank you to Mrs Molony for her ten years as Principal. 
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Vale
Eternal rest, grant unto her, O Lord,  

and let perpetual light shine upon her.  
May she rest in peace.  

Amen.

‘RIP Mrs Molony. I remember 
your poise and sense of calm. 

If it is to be, it’s up to me. 
I have it on the door of my 
classroom for my current 

students.’

Karina Gee

‘I remember Lucy with such 
warmth and thanks. A great 
example of women in leadership 
for so many of us, but also quite 
simply a fine human being. 
Sending love to her family.’

Gen Sexton

‘Fond memories of my time at 
Sion under her principalship. 
Her calming nature was very 
welcoming. Condolences to her 
family.’

Melissa Karen

‘RIP Lucy Molony. A caring 
person and a great leader. A 
great storyteller with stories 
that always resonated with 

her audience and have been 
remembered for many years.’

Cheryl Howse

‘Very sad, but also very proud 
to have had Mrs Molony as my 
principal. She was an amazing 

role model and I still remember 
how kind she was taking me into 
her office when I was told my Pa 
had passed away. She was a very 

kind soul.’

Emma Davis

‘Such great memories of a lovely, 
kind, gentle and fair Principal. 

RIP.‘ 

Rachel Butler

 
 
 
 
 

Finally, it seems fitting to hear from Lucy herself. Ruminating on 
her years as Principal, words from her final Principal’s Address 
are poignant and still resonate today:

Each sunrise is a gift of time, the gift of another day. Each new 
day brings with it a fresh beginning and the possibilities for new 

experiences. Each day, new learning is possible, relationships can be 
strengthened or forged, community can be built – the choice is ours. 
As the sunset of my time at Sion approaches, I can look back at the 

yearbooks of the past ten years and be delighted with the life, growth 
and development that is reflected. Time has indeed been spent well.

Vale Lucy Molony: Principal 1987–1996

Past Student Reflections continued
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From the archives
Since we weren’t able to host 
Sion Day in August this year as 
usual, we thought we’d take 
a trip down memory lane and 
revisit some of the Sion Days in 
years gone by. 

Matthew Roberts, Archivist  
paststudents@sion.catholic.edu.au
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Embrace life beyond Sion

Chelsea Elder (Class of 2019)

Past student and 2019 Music Captain Chelsea Elder 
is studying Music Performance at the West Australian 
Academy of Performing Arts (WAAPA) in Perth. During 
her school years, she developed a fascination for jazz, 
RnB and soul (not to mention musical theatre), which 
has resulted in her unique sound. 

Recently, Chelsea released her first commercial single, 
Don’t Listen to This, on Spotify, with fellow alumna 
Nina Hughes (Class of 2019) designing the single 
cover for her.  With the voice of an angel, we look 
forward to what Chelsea does in the future!

Vale
We remember the following Daughter of Sion and her family in our prayers:
•	 Patricia Adams, Class of 1936

Eternal rest, grant unto her O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon her.  
May she rest in peace.  

Amen.

Stay in touch
We love hearing news from our past students. We also encourage all past students to 
provide the College with current details to ensure our database is up to date. Write to 
us at paststudents@sion.catholic.edu.au or update your details on the Colllege website. 

Like us on Facebook
Please like us on the Past Students’ Association Facebook page for past students event 
updates and a trip down memory lane: www.facebook.com/SionPSA.

Year 12 Mentoring

Despite having to cancel our usual onsite breakfast, 
our past students were still keen to offer the benefit 
of their experience to our current Year 12 students, 
who are entering the final stages of their secondary 
education and looking to the career pathways ahead 
of them.

It was wonderful to give these students a chance to 
meet with professionals from a variety of industries 
over the past few weeks, including Occupational 
Therapy, Law, International Relations, Technology, 
Nursing, Psychology. A big thank you to the past 
students who gave of their time to assist in this event.
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•	 SAVE THE DATE GHFUEIUFGI4UGHLIHGL

Notices
Our Lady of Sion College

1075 Whitehorse Road, Box Hill, VIC, 3104
www.sion.catholic.edu.au

Daughter of Sion Award – Entertainment Book

Each year, the Past Students’ Association raises funds for the Daughter of Sion 
Award, an honour bestowed upon a Year 7 or 8 student who has demonstrated 
Sionian values in her actions and interactions with peers. 

The Awardee receives $500 to donate to the charity of her choice. 

Due to an inability to hold events in the ongoing pandemic, the Past Students’ 
Association has teamed up with past student Louise Walton (Class of 1992) to 
explore an alternate line of fundraising. 

Digital subscriptions to The Entertainment Book are being offered to past students through the above 
scan code. The Daughter of Sion Award will receive 20% of the sale from every membership.


