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Welcome to the first edition of Sionians 
for 2021! I’m sure many of us are glad 
to put 2020 behind and look forward to 
better times.

Unfortunately, last year we were not able 
to host our annual Reunion, but I am so 
pleased that circumstances are different 
this year and past students from the 
‘0s’ and ‘1s’ will be able to return to the 
College and celebrate their treasured 
connections. The reunion will be on 22 
May at the College and more details can 
be found on the back page of this edition 
of Sionians.

Despite prolonged periods of lockdown 
in Victoria last year, it was wonderful to 
have seen a number of our past students 
connect through our careers program, 
where they provided insights into their 
career pathways for current students. The 
College is always looking for assistance to 
help our students. 

Finally, if you are not already following us 
on Facebook, I encourage you to do so: 
www.facebook.com/SionPSA/ 

I look forward to seeing you at the reunion 
in May, and wish all our past students well 
in 2021.

Mary-Ann Di Ienno, President 
(maryann.red@hotmail.com)
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From the desk of the Principal

No-one can deny 
that the last 12 
months or so have 
seen unprecedented 
change in our world, 
a world filled with 
more suffering and 
uncertainty than 
we have ever seen 
before. However, 
we are pleased that 
2021 has seen the 
return of greater 
normality in school 
life at Our Lady of 
Sion College.

Our recent Easter celebrations have prompted us 
to recall an important and enduring element of our 
faith tradition. We have heard this message in a 
variety of ways throughout our lives; ways that may 
have impacted us differently depending on our 
circumstances and stage in life. This year, I heard 
the Easter message in the following way: ‘Easter 
reminds us that life is worth living’. How prescient 
this particular sentiment is in 2021. 

Despite the challenges and obstacles we have 
experienced, the Easter message of hope and 
the love of God that accompanies this message 
supports us to have courage and be forward-
looking people. It reminds us that, overall, we have 
experienced more positive moments than those 
that have been difficult. When it leads us to having 
a purpose and meaning; when we are able to 
make a difference in our world, to those we know 
and those we don’t; even when we are accepted 
and supported in all our frailties and limitations, life 
is always worthy.

This year, our staff and students have welcomed 
the opportunity to be reflective and outward-
looking through the 2021 College theme: See as 
God Sees. The theme and symbol of a mirror and 
binoculars invites us to see ourselves and others in 
a manner that draws acceptance, compassion and 
empathy, and in the spirit of dialogue and action, 
it has called us to look at our world in a particular 
way, attentive always to what is happening and 
how we might navigate the challenges and 
opportunities to make a positive difference.

This edition of Sionians epitomises the hope and 
courage of our past students who have taken the 
Sionian tradition of compassion, truth, justice and 

peace and made it their own. As past student 
Indah Johannes (page 9) tells us: ‘it runs in my 
blood, veins, DNA’.  From our Class of 2020, to 
those who were educated at the College in the 
1920s, it is clear that our past students have 
undertaken pathways in their lives that have not 
always been predictable or expected but have 
always focused on the needs of others and, most 
importantly, I think, they have always remained 
open to the many possibilities that life offers.

I have often marvelled at the choices our students 
have made and the ways they have navigated 
the opportunities which have unfolded for them, 
especially when they may have least expected 
them. It always reminds me of the famous line 
from American poet, Robert Frost, in The Road Not 
Taken:

I took the one less traveled by, 
And that has made all the difference.

 Robert Frost (1874–1963)

One of the ways we have tried to support current 
students is to invite past students to share the 
richness of their life choices and careers, and the 
less-travelled paths they may have taken. Over 
time, it has strengthened the ongoing relationships 
among our Sion family and the sense of belonging 
and community that we enjoy. In sharing their 
experience, past students have encouraged 
current students to embrace whatever life presents 
them. In many ways, and as scripture reminds us, 
this is also part of the Easter message of hope and 
the call to see as God sees. 

You make known to me the path of life; you will fill 
me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures 

at your right hand.
Ps 16:11

Tina Apostolopoulos, Principal



4 Autumn 2021 Sionians: Beyond the Cherry Red Gates

Top Achievers Assembly 
As always, the academic year 
has commenced with the 
triumph of the Top Achievers 
Assembly, held on Monday 8 
February. The whole College 
watched as we celebrated the 
25 students from the Class of 
2020, who received an ATAR 
above 90, many of whom were 
also dux of their subjects. 

One such dux was Emma 
Daly, one of only four students 
state-wide to have achieved 
three perfect study scores. We 
celebrated Emma’s achievements 
and those of all our outgoing 
Year 12s, for the gifts and talents 
that they used well in a very 
difficult year.

A highlight of the assembly was 
the reflection provided to us by 
Ms Siobhan Brophy, a graduate 
of the Class of 1991, who 
challenged us with a question, 
not ‘What do you want to be 
when you are older?’ but ‘Who 
do you want to be?’. 

Ms Brophy went on to talk about 
the pathway that she has taken 
to becoming the CEO of a major 
national public health advocacy 
organisation, the moments that 
she has paused and reconsidered 
what actually brings her joy, and 

the adventures that she has had 
along the way. 

Ms Brophy was able to draw 
upon her experiences as a 
Daughter of Sion to help 
her with these decisions and 
she reminded all of us of the 
importance of our school days 
connections.

Dux of Year 12, 2020, Katrina 
Yeung, who attained an ATAR of 
99.75, then reminded us all just 
how different a year 2020 was, 
but how ultimately it has made 
everyone stronger and more 
resilient. She encouraged us to 
value that which we might take 
for granted: family, friends and 
freedoms. 

Katrina spoke directly to the 
current Year 12 students in the 
audience, saying that Year 12 is 
really only nine months long, and 
that it is a moment in time which 
will be over quickly, encouraging 
them to have faith in themselves 
and each other, making the most 
of the opportunities they have 
open to them.

Allison Stott 
Deputy Principal Learning and 
Teaching
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Where is she now?

What is your fondest memory of Sion?

My close-knit circle of ten friends. We were all in 
Mr McInnes’ Year 9 English class together and are 
still friends 30+ years later.

When you left Sion, what were your hopes and 
dreams?

I was keen to do something in health, hopefully 
involving travel and new experiences, but I didn’t 
have a specific career goal. I’d also considered 
science communications, which has ended up a 
feature of my health career, too.

Siobhan Brophy (Class of 1991)  
Former CEO, Asthma Council

What is the best thing that your Sion education 
taught you?

Keep learning, stay curious, take advantage of 
opportunities and do what you can to make a 
positive change in the world.

What did you study at University and what was 
your career pathway that led you to becoming the 
CEO at the Asthma Council?

I did a Bachelor of Optometry initially, and some 
years later a Graduate Certificate in Arts (Editing 
and Communications), both at the University of 
Melbourne. The theme of my career path has 
been to go where I can make the most impact with 
my skills, at the time. I started my career working 
in community optometry, before moving into 
medical publishing and then onto broader health 
communication. Once at the Asthma Council, 
across many years I gained experience in strategy, 
finance, leadership and stakeholder engagement; 
all of these were crucial skills for when I was 
ultimately appointed CEO.

What would you consider to be your career 
highlight?

Leading the Asthma Council’s response to the 
Melbourne thunderstorm asthma event, which 
involved developing world-first clinical guidance 
and public health advice for preventing and 
managing future episodes.

What has COVID-19 taught you about about 
yourself?

It reinforced my desire to use my talents to make 
an impact. Also, while leadership comes in many 
guises, empathy and authenticity are key.

What is the best advice you can give to our 
current students who have aspirations and dreams 
about their future careers?

It’s terrific if you have goals and dreams, but it’s 
also acceptable not to have a clear idea of what 
you want for your future. In either case, stay open 
to opportunities. Things may not turn out how you 
plan, but the alternative option may work out even 
better.

 

Siobhan Brophy has recently joined the 
Victorian Government COVID-19 Immunisation 
Program, managing stakeholder engagement 
for the vaccine rollout. She is an experienced 
healthcare executive who has enjoyed 
improving the health outcomes for people 
including 2.7 million Australians with asthma 
and is relishing her current challenge of 
helping six million Victorians to get vaccinated 
against COVID-19. In our interview with 
Siobhan, we find out more about her successful 
path in healthcare from her beginnings in 
Optometry to becoming the CEO of the 
Asthma Council.
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Fifteen connections & counting

Beginning in the 1920s, the connections your 
family has with Sion are numerous. What do you 
think has attracted your family to Sion over so 
many decades?

Geraldine: Initially, I think Sion was attractive to 
the family because my father’s sisters were nuns 
in the Sion order, so there was an obvious and 
meaningful connection to Sion. There was also a 
connection with Patricia Watson (Sr Bernadine) 
whose family was in our parish and who knew Dad. 
Pat was a Sister at Sion when my sisters started at 
the school. Once we settled into Sion we were all 
really happy there, so we continued. 

Mary and Ida Ditchburn became Sisters of Our 
Lady of Sion in the 20s and Mary, Sr Geraldine, 
went on to become Principal of Sion from 1946 – 
1951. Do you know any stories from that era?

Geraldine: My recollections of my aunts, Mary and 
Ida, start in the 1960s. I vividly recall a moment 
not long after Vatican II, and Mary was going to 
travel to Kansas in the United States. Her travelling 
was a major event. I remember going to Box Hill 
to say goodbye to her, under the big oak tree, 
and she was dressed in a modern habit. She had 
a shortened, grey dress and her hair was visible! 

After only ever seeing nuns in the full black habit 
with only their hands and face visible, this was 
revolutionary! I think this is one of the things I 
always appreciated about Sion – the willingness 
to be open and embrace change when needed 
and appropriate. I loved the fact that I had a direct 
connection with a religious order that was so 
modern. 

Anne Maree: I do know that Sr Geraldine attended 
the University of Melbourne and obtained an 
Arts degree and a Diploma of Education. Both 
were awarded in 1930. This was an incredible 
achievement, particularly for a female at the time.

What are some favourite memories from your 
years at Sion ?

Anne Maree: Mine revolve around a great group 
of classmates, lots of fun, and laughs. I remember 
the great time we had on a Year 12 getaway to 
Shoreham, where I think everybody in the class 
attended. I arrived late in the piece, so it was a bit 
daunting, starting at Year 10, but the girls in the 
class befriended and included me quickly. At Sion, 
we were treated as special and as individuals. I 
was a Maths/Science nerd and in Year 12, Denise 
O’Hara and myself both wanted to study Physics. 

When Julie O’Donnell’s daughter Samantha began Year 7 this year at Sion, we discovered that her 
family’s connections total an impressive 15, going as far back as the 1920s and including a former 
Principal, Sr Geraldine. When we invited Julie and her Sion connected family back to the College 
recently, there were many happy memories recounted. We bring you some of these stories to find 
out why Sion holds such a special place in each of their hearts. 

L-R back: Julie O’Donnell (Gloag), Clare Leddin (Gloag) with a photo of Ida Ditchburn (Sr Josiane), Joan Ditchburn, Alice Dawes, Geraldine 
Ditchburn, Anne Maree Gloag (Ditchburn); L-R front: Samantha O’Donnell holding a photo of Mary Ditchburn (Sr Geraldine) and her sister Zara
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Fifteen connections continued

Sion could not justify a teacher for two students so 
instead the school arranged a Sion parent roster 
to ferry us to Whitefriars College to attend Physics 
classes. This was quite a progressive move!

Clare: I loved school camps. I was recently 
reminiscing about the 1994 camp to Central 
Australia with a few of my Sion friends who were 
there. The Geography camps to Phillip Island (to 
study the impact of tourism on the environment) 
and to the high country (to study the use and 
management of the Alpine National Park) were 
also a highlight, not necessarily because of where 
we went, but the fun times we had. I remember 
being in awe of Miss Johnston, who had travelled 
to every continent in the world. I particularly 
remember the photos of her scenic flight over 
Antarctica that she showed us at the beginning of 
our unit on Antarctica. Ever since that day I have 
been intrigued by Antarctica and even booked 
myself on a similar flight a few years ago. 

What are the qualities and values of a Sionian 
education that you have taken with you in your 
personal and professional life?

Anne Maree: Apart from your family life, your 
education in your formative years shapes who you 
are. The qualities which I have tried to continue 
include awareness and kindness to others and 
treating everyone with respect. 

Geraldine: Sion established a culture where every 
person felt they belonged and were respected. I 
don’t recall ever being reprimanded when it wasn’t 
justified, nor was the environment one where there 
was a rigid hierarchy. Openness and light are the 
dominant metaphors that come to mind. I didn’t 
feel smothered or afraid at Sion, but felt free to go 
along for the intellectual ride. 

Julie, your daughter began Year 7 at Sion this 
year. What differences did you see when you 
returned to the College as a parent and how has 
Samantha settled in?

Julie: I know this may seem strange but although 
the school buildings have been updated and 
extended and things look a little different in some 
areas, the feeling when I am there is still the same. 
You feel ‘at home’. It feels like the years have been 
kind. I could still imagine myself in those corridors, 
opening my locker, walking into Maths, French 
or Drama class. The old building looks the same 
and my Year 7 classroom has not changed! The 
gardens remain beautiful as ever and the old 
original building stands proud.

I am proud of the way our daughter Samantha 
O’Donnell has embraced College life from day 
one. She cannot wait to get to school each day. It 
feels like she has gained a sudden independence, 
a new excitement as to what these years will bring 
for her. She just loves being there! She has a strong 
sense of connection to the school and even when 
applying for high school, in her mind, there was 
only one option. Samantha knows my cousin Alice 
Dawes and just knowing that Alice is at school 
each day, provides amazing support for her. 

What are you most proud of about your family’s 
connection to Sion?

Geraldine: Most importantly, I am proud now of 
our very long history of connections to Sion. The 
sense of continuity cannot be underestimated. 
I think such continuity grounds and reinforces 
important values, including intellectual and 
spiritual openness and curiosity, as well as respect 
for who you are and your connections to others.

Joan: I just read my school report. It’s terrible! But, I 
did nursing, continued studying and I feel I have had 
a successful and satisfying career. We’re so pleased 
that Alice Dawes (Mary and Ida’s great niece) is 
teaching at Sion and Samantha O’Donnell (Mary 
and Ida’s great, great niece) is in Year 7, with Zara 
and Georgia O’Donnell to follow in a few years time.

All of us, Maree Ditchburn (Gloag), Geraldine 
Ditchburn, Julie Gloag, Clare Gloag, Alice Dawes 
and I have all had and are having great careers. We 
are so lucky.

Thanks Sion.

Edited by Alice Dawes

L-R: Julie O’Donnell (Gloag) and her sister Clare Leddin (Gloag), 
former House Captains of Fatima
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Being in the Junior play, I found a whole new tribe 
of passionate people; playing cricket I learned 
how to bowl and met a whole new branch of 
friends; going for colours has made me work 
harder in all areas. Being a Sion student, overall, 
has been my favourite schooling experience by 
far!

I am going to donate the $500 award to Seeing 
Eye Dogs Australia. It takes two years and over 
$50,000 to breed, raise, train and match a suitable 
guide dog with a person with low vision. When I 
was 3, we brought home Brooke, a lab retriever, 
to train as a seeing-eye dog. She unfortunately 
failed on medical grounds and we got to keep her. 
Every time I see an Eye-Dog-shaped money box, 
I donate a coin and give the dog a hug. This is a 
foundation close to my heart and home.

Daughter of Sion Award 2020 
Each year, the Past 
Students’ Association 
raises $500 for the 
Daughter of Sion 
Award. The award 
honours a Year 7 or 
Year 8 student who 
has demonstrated 
leadership, empathy 
towards others, 
Sionian values and 
particularly a strong 
commitment to 

Social Justice within the school and the wider 
community. The student then nominates a 
charity, to which the $500 is donated.

The winner of the 2020 Daughter of Sion Award 
is Severine Cherry.

I made the most of last year by participating 
in debating, Art competitions, year level 
competitions, House and Drama activities. My 
favourite was the How do I bring hope to my 
world? Art competition. It made me so happy!

My mum is an artist and our house is very full of 
life and colour. It is an amazing place to grow up 
in and I wanted to bring some of that happiness to 
my Homeroom this year. I created decorations to 
brighten our Homeroom and I encouraged others 
to participate because I thought decorating our 
Homeroom should be enjoyed by all.

At Sion, I have been involved in three main social 
justice projects. The Year 7 fundraising went 
towards improving sanitation and building toilets 
in less fortunate areas, and I helped organise 
events and MC a fundraising talent show with a 
friend. The Year 8 fundraising project went towards 
One Girl, which helps girls access education, and 
I organised fundraising activities in Homeroom. 
And the third project was Caritas – which was less 
event-based, but I donated and carried around the 
donation box during Homeroom.

Our Lady of Sion is an amazing school. The term 
‘Sion is a family’ is mentioned often and may 
sound like just another phrase, but it’s true. I have 
made some of my best memories here, I have 
met great friends and teachers and the number of 
opportunities available is remarkable. 
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Making the world a better place 

Reflecting the charism of a Sionian education, 
a Sion student is concerned with justice, truth, 
reconciliation and peace and encouraged 
to make an impact in their world by being 
compassionate agents of change. It is no 
surprise, therefore, to find many examples in 
our community of past students committed to 
social justice issues and determined to make 
the world a better place.

Indah Johannes (Class of 2017) has been an 
ongoing volunteer with the St Vincent de Paul 
Society ever since she completed the Footsteps 
of Frederick Program in 2018. Her commitment 
to help others was fostered while at Sion as early 
as Year 7, when she became the Social Justice 
Representative. In fact, she was awarded this 
position a further three times and it was the 
highlight of her school experience. 

Indah explains, ‘By doing lots of social justice work 
at the College, I realised that my purpose in life 
was to help others and it’s something I will do for 
the rest of my life. Social justice is very important 
to me because it’s part of who I am, it runs in my 
blood, veins and DNA. My whole life revolves 
around serving others in some way and it’s what I 
love to do. I often think about my own life and how 
lucky I am to have the family I do, the opportunity 
to have gone to a school like Sion, and to get 
further education at university. I often think about 
those who are less well off than I am, and I always 
want to do what I can to help others.’

Indah returned to the College during the St 
Vinnie’s Sleepout in 2019 to talk to students about 
her experiences as a St Vinnie’s volunteer. Students 
were so impressed by her work that some went on 
to complete the Footsteps of Frederick program 
themselves, including Grace Hartman, Mia Blezard 
and Isabella Dyer (all from the Class of 2019). 

Mia and Isabella have now established a youth 
conference in Ringwood and Stephanie Sparrow 
(Class of 2020), the Social Justice Captain last 
year, has just begun the program. Meanwhile 
Sally Collins (Class of 2019) recently spoke to our 
current Year 12 cohort about the social justice work 
she has undertaken since leaving Sion.

Currently, Indah is in her final year of a Bachelor of 
Applied Public Health/Global Studies at Australian 
Catholic University, a course she is loving and 
one that connects with her greatly in terms of her 
passion for social justice and helping others. 

The impact of a Sionian education manifested 
in an extraordinary way for Chantelle Baxter 
(Class of 2002) when, after returning from a trip 
to Uganda, she co-founded One Girl, a not-for-
profit organisation on a mission to ensure that 
girls in Uganda and Sierra Leone can access an 
education. One Girl has provided 1 million girls 
across Africa access to education and Chantelle 
has been recognised as one of Melbourne’s Top 
100 Most Influential People, along with many other 
honours and awards. Sion is a proud supporter of 
One Girl and our students enjoy getting involved 
in a variety of fundraising programs such as Do it 
in a Dress.

With social justice so ingrained in the culture at 
Sion, it is no wonder many of our past students 
have continued to develop their interest in this 
area and shown a steadfast determination to make 
a positive difference in the world. 

Indah Johannes volunteering for St Vincent de Paul 
Society

Chantelle Baxter, co-founder of One Girl
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Like us on Facebook
Please like us on the Past Students’ Association Facebook page for past students 
event updates and a trip down memory lane:  
www.facebook.com/SionPSA

From the archives
Joan Ditchburn (Class of 1970) has kindly provided access to a collection of photos, including those 
below, from her time at Our Lady of Sion. If you would like to share any photos from your Sion years, 
please contact our archivist, Matthew Roberts at the details below. Photos will be scanned and promptly 
returned. The College Archive’s collection of photos continues to grow thanks to the generosity of past 
students.

Matthew Roberts, Archivist  
paststudents@sion.catholic.edu.au

Mentors required
Past students of Our Lady of Sion College, Box Hill, are invited to share their experiences of further 
study and career pathways with our Senior students. 
If you are interested in taking up this opportunity, to provide support for our students as they 
navigate their own pathway, including participating in the Mentors Breakfast on Friday 18 June, 
please contact Mrs Brooke O’Hara, Careers and Pathways Counsellor at  
bohara@sion.catholic.edu.au or 03 9890 9097. 
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Vanessa Corigliano’s film VIVID 
wins first prize
Congratulations to Vanessa Corigliano (Class 
of 2020) for her film VIVID which was awarded 
First Prize – Animation Film in the Melbourne 
Archdiocese of Catholic Schools (MACS) Creative 
Arts Exhibition 2021.

Vanessa created a music video depicting a 
futuristic coffee shop love story, which is paired 
alongside vibrant colours and a retro/upbeat song! 
Vanessa’s video can be viewed on our College 
social media pages.

Tara Formosa on Spotify
Since graduating in 2016, Tara (pictured right) has 
released her second self-produced and written 
song on Spotify. After school, Tara studied theatre 
overseas before realising this was not where her 
interests lay, and returned to Melbourne. 

She auditioned at Collarts (Australian College 
of the Arts) for a Bachelor of Arts in Music and 
was accepted immediately after her audition, 
successfully finishing her degree last year.

Tara is now a self-managed, self-producing artist, 
and writes and records all her original songs at 
home before releasing them on Spotify and all 
major streaming platforms world-wide. 

Stay in touch
We love hearing news from our past students. We also encourage all past 
students to provide the College with current details to ensure our database is up 
to date. Write to us at paststudents@sion.catholic.edu.au or update your details 
on the Colllege website. 

Vale
We remember the following Daughters of Sion and their families in our prayers:
•	 Sr Carmel McFaull rgs (Margaret McFaull, Class of 1947)
•	 Margaret Raw (Class of 1949)
•	 Jane Daley (nee Graham, Class of 1970, staff member early 1980s)
•	 Mary Harmes (staff member 2003–2008) 
•	 Brittany Findlay (Class of 2017).

Eternal rest, grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.  
May they rest in peace.  

Amen.

News

Embrace life beyond Sion
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