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President’s report
In the Spring edition of the
Sionians, I would normally be
reporting on the wonderful time
I, along with many other past
students, had at our annual
reunion. Due to the pandemic
and government restrictions,
the reunion had to unfortunately
be postponed. The College
acknowledges how important
reunions are and is currently
considering dates for a ‘0s’ reunion
to be held in 2021 along with the
‘1s’ reunion. Stay tuned!
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As I write to you, I am in lockdown,
and often think about our past
students on the frontline playing
a critical role to ‘flatten the curve’,
like paramedic Eliza Leslie (Class of
2012). You may recognise her on
the front cover of this edition.
In these uncertain times, I have
also been reflecting on this year’s
College theme, How do I bring
hope to my world?. I am so
grateful for my family, my work,
good health and all the special
friendships I made while at Sion
who indeed are a constant source
of hope, love and support. I do
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Please take good care of
yourselves and I look forward to
seeing you at our next event.
Mary-Ann Di Ienno, President
(maryann.red@hotmail.com)
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I am looking forward to celebrating
our reunions in the future and
know that when we do, we will
appreciate it more than ever
before.
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hope that many past students are
connecting with each other at this
time, in whatever way they can.
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Welcome to our
August edition of
Sionians. We have
certainly encountered
a great deal of
change in 2020;
change that has
had such devasting
consequences for
so many within
our world. Like all
schools, learning and
teaching at Our Lady
of Sion has also been
completely transformed in recent months. Students
now undertake our Online Home Learning program
and avail themselves of online co-curricular
opportunities. Staff engage in virtual meetings and
whole-school and year-level assemblies are also
online. What initially seemed daunting has now
become familiar.
When I reflect on the 92 years since the
establishment of the College, it becomes clear that
our school has always responded to the times no
matter how significant the world events were. When
speaking recently with Sr Mary Reaburn nds, she
reflected on the courage of the founding sisters
who established the school just before the Great
Depression. They did so because they responded
to the call of the local families in the Box Hill
district who sought a Catholic education for their
children. On the back of World War I and also the
devastation of the Spanish Flu, how daunting it
must have been for them to raise the money to buy
the property on which the school now stands. And
yet, they went about transforming what was then a
rural property into a convent and school.
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We also belong to a faith tradition that sustains
our hope. In recent months, our student Liturgy
leaders have responded to the times by preparing
weekly online Chapel sessions for the whole school
community. Their liturgies have tapped into our
current needs and sought to bring comfort to all.
Our student Social Justice leaders have continued
to support the Asylum Seeker Resource Centre
and Ozanam House through their donations
of food and blankets. Sports captains have not
allowed the restrictions to hold them back either.
We have enjoyed a range of online physical
activities because of their determination to not let
circumstances stop them from doing what they
love. In our classrooms we have seen teachers and
students collaborate using online tools in a manner
that was never possible with face-to-face classes.
We are also grateful to many past students. We
may not have had a Mentors Breakfast this year but
current students have had plenty of Zoom meetings
with past students working in the areas of Science,
Criminology, Psychology, Design and Law. We have
much for which to be grateful and I pray that you
are sustained by good health so that, together
with our current students and staff, we continue to
respond to the times with hope and love.
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God. And the peace of
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
				
Philippians 4:6-7
Tina Apostolopoulos, Principal

I am certain there are many past students who
have also defied the odds when responding to
unprecedented challenges in life. It’s a quality that
is very Sionian! As past students, you belong to a
great tradition of strong women who have shown
initiative, resilience and adaptability, who have
acted to make a difference to the lives of others and
are discerning in the response to unprecedented
change. What a wonderful legacy you have enjoyed
and now continue to pass on. It’s a real privilege
to lead a school that encourages young women to
pursue their dreams and to do so with hope and
optimism.

From the desk of the Principal

A trip down memory lane
While our ‘0s’ Reunion was unfortunately postponed, we thought we would use this opportunity to take
a trip down memory lane and feature photos from the ‘0’ years, beginning with the 1970s through to the
2010s. Maree Hurley (Class of 1970) even recalls a funny story about the Year 12 Retreat at Millgrove.
1970s

A funny memory from 1970
The Year 12 Retreat at Millgrove was a great bonding time and friendships continue for many of us to this day. I
recall a funny story on ‘muck-up day’ when we locked the main and side gates and watched, laughing from the
balcony as staff and students tried not to get stranded outside. Once in, we dropped water bombs on them. Ha!
Maree Hurley née Della (back row, third from right)
1970s

1980s

1980s

1980s
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2000s

2010s

A trip down memory lane

Where are they now?
Jacinta Lawson (1986)
Business Unit Director – Haematology ANZ
Bristol Myers Squibb
industry, starting as a Medical Representative
where I was responsible for selling respiratory
medicines to GPs. I progressed into selling
specialised products in therapeutic areas including
HIV, haematology and oncology. I transitioned
from direct customer-facing roles into National
Sales Management, marketing and leading our NZ
team. Currently, I am the Business Unit Director at
Bristol Myers Squibb, one of the leading cancer
pharmaceutical companies globally where I am
responsible for the commercial business and
planning of new products to treat blood cancers.
Leadership is a strong passion of yours and
you currently sit on the Australian Executive
Leadership team for Bristol Myers Squibb. In
your opinion, what are the qualities that make a
great leader?

Jacinta Lawson has been working in the
pharmaceutical industry for over 20 years. She
began her career in sales but later broadened
her skillset by securing positions in marketing,
management and senior leadership roles.
Her background in Science opened up her world
to healthcare and drives her passion for optimising
care and treatment options for seriously ill
patients. She enjoys leading teams and sharing her
experiences with others.

You graduated from Sion in 1986. What is your
fondest memory?
Competing in the Alliance Française Competition
with Mrs Wiltshire. After all these years, I still have
the ditty in my head, ‘non, non, non je ne me marie
pas’ and the Central Australia trip climbing St Mary’s
Peak at Wilpena Pound. I managed to reach the top
thanks to Mr Patterson’s motivating words.
You completed a Science Degree at Monash
University after you left Sion and since then
you have forged a successful career in the
pharmaceutical industry. Tell us about your
career path and the work you are doing now.

Communication and connection are critical
qualities to display as a leader. I make it a priority
to take the time to ‘stop, talk and listen’ to all
employees no matter what role they hold. That
personal connection with staff builds trust, respect
and a sense of belonging.
What are some of the most important lessons
you have learnt in your leadership journey?
To build a positive work culture, leaders need to
practise more what they preach, so for me, one
of the best lessons I’ve learnt is to role model
the behaviour you are striving to achieve in the
workplace. Be accountable and admit when you
get it wrong, let people in, and show vulnerability,
accept that sometimes tough decisions need to be
made and that you can’t please everyone.
What is the best advice you can give to our
current students who have aspirations and
dreams about their future careers?
Keep your options and mind open to the
possibilities. Take every opportunity that comes
your way and consider sideways moves to expand
the breadth and depth of your learning and
experience.

Completing a science degree gave me the prerequisites required to join the pharmaceutical
6
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You were planning a career in the performing
arts after you left Sion and now you are a
lawyer. Tell us about this journey and what was
it that made you change direction?
When I completed my VCE, I achieved a higher
ENTER score than expected (mind you, all of
my subjects were Arts-related; I even remember
sewing under the table in Maths Methods
classes), and so my parents suggested I change
my university preferences to law. I protested but
decided to meet with a partner from a large CBD
law firm and we discussed my parents’ suggestion.
The partner suggested I stick with my original plan
and see whether at the end of the Arts degree, I
was still interested in Law. It was the best advice
I have ever received. I found Performing Arts
fun, but not particularly mentally challenging.
Therefore, at the end of the degree, I applied for
Law and was accepted. While it is hard work, it is
definitely a daily mental challenge.

Lauren Gore (2002)
Corporate Counsel –
Rio Tinto

When Lauren graduated from Our Lady of Sion
College in 2002, she was very keen to follow
her love for Performing Arts and completed a
Bachelor of Arts degree at Charles Sturt University
majoring in Acting for Screen and Stage. Seeking
a more rigorous academic challenge, she then
completed a Law degree at Monash University
and now she is Corporate Counsel at Rio Tinto in
Perth. So how do you go from having aspirations
of being an actor to a corporate lawyer for one of
the country’s largest mining companies? Lauren
tells us more about what led her to a career in
Law.

You graduated from Sion in 2002. What is your
fondest memory?
Getting through to the Rock Eisteddfod finals. I
was also involved in a production of The Crucible
with Marcellin College, which was another great
highlight.

What would you consider to be a career
highlight ?
When I travelled to the US and Canada (Business
Class) to interview witnesses for a trial. It was a
quick trip (two countries in five days) but definitely
a rewarding experience (and now I know why
people travel business).
What is it about the law and working for one of
Australia’s largest mining companies that you
enjoy the most?
I like an argument and learning about new areas of
technology, which is what I practise in intellectual
property law. Where I currently work is one of the
leading innovators in mining technology, and so
every day is interesting and new.
What is the best advice you can give to our
current students who have aspirations and
dreams about their future careers?
Do as well as you can. When I applied for Law, six
years after completing my VCE, my ENTER score
was still taken into account. Even if you finish and
take a different path, give Year 12 everything you
have, because you never know when you’ll need to
rely on what you have previously done.

Where are they now?

Where are they now?
Ellen St Ruth (2010)
Landscape Architect

After I returned, I joined a residential landscape
architecture practice and some years later I joined
MDG Landscape Architects, where I’m at today,
whose landscape work ranges across various scales
and sectors.
What would you consider to be a career
highlight?
A couple of years ago I was involved in the design
and construction of a large playground, which
included a sculptural timber shelter. The design
went on to win the 2019 Timber Design Award in
the Landscape category.
What is the best advice you can give to our
current students who have aspirations and
dreams about their future careers?
Best advice to students would be to pursue ideas
and topics which truly fascinate them rather than
focusing on a specific end goal. Build interest, the
rest will follow.

Ellen St Ruth has been a Landscape Architect
for over six years, and is currently working for
one of the largest landsape architect firms in
Melbourne. She has designed everything from
private residential gardens through to greenfield
parks and developments. Ellen’s career is an
excellent example of where a passion for design
can lead.
You graduated from Sion ten years ago in 2010.
What is your fondest memory?
My fondest memory is spending lunchtimes
sprawled on the sunny oval chatting with friends.
What subjects did you enjoy at school and what
did you study at university?
My favourite classes were international studies, art
and literature. At university, I undertook a Bachelor
of Design, majoring in Landscape Architecture.

Ellen’s award-winning design of a large playground

You are now a successful Landscape Architect.
Tell us about your career path since you
completed your university studies.
Since completing school, I headed straight into my
university degree. Instead of Masters, I pursued a
design internship in Boston, USA.
8
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The part our past students
play in providing mentorship
opportunities, career guidance
and inspiration to our current
students is immeasurable.
Despite COVID-19 restrictions
preventing us from running our
career-related events in the usual
way, with a little bit of adaptive
thinking, we were still able to
continue the important work
of connecting our Notre Dame
students with past students
willing to share their career
journey.
Our Careers and Pathways
Counsellor, Mrs Brooke O’Hara,
invited a number of our past
students to participate in career
information sessions via Zoom.
Past students included Ellen St
Ruth – Landscape Architecture;
Jacinta Lawson – Science; Lauren
Gore and Madison Lawry – Law;
Rachel Reed – Public Relations;
Virginia Henningsen and Erin
Butler – Psychology; Kathryn
Lee – Early Childhood Education;
Caitlin Alexander – Criminology;
and Evie Bohan – Engineering.
Ellen St Ruth (Class of 2010), a
Landscape Architect, provided
some valuable insights to Year 12
student Naeve McPadden about
her journey so far. ‘I was fortunate
enough to be able to interview
Ellen St Ruth, who is currently
working in the design field,
an area that I am particularly
interested in. This Zoom interview
allowed me to ask Ellen various
questions about her experience
of studying at university and
also about her knowledge and
experience of being a landscape
architect and exactly what the
design field entails. The interview
was very rewarding as I was able
to hear valuable advice and
inspiration as to what I want to
pursue as a career.’
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Year 12 student Stephanie
Sparrow ‘zoomed in’ with Lauren
Gore (Class of 2002), Corporate
Counsel at Rio Tinto in Perth.
‘Lauren gave me valuable advice
about pursuing a career in law
and I hope I will embark on a
similar journey, post-school,’ said
Stephanie.
Another Year 12 student,
Angelina Tomasi, had
the opportunity to talk to
Criminologist Caitlin Alexander
(Class of 2013) about her
fascinating career. ‘Caitlin
helped me to understand what
a Criminology course consists
of as well as the type of work a
Criminologist may work on. She
certainly gave me lots to think
about.’
We thank all our past students
who gave up their valuable time
to assist our girls in considering
their career options.
We always love to hear from past
students who are willing to share
their career journey with our
students. If you are interested in
participating in future mentoring
opportunities with our students,
please contact Mrs Brooke
O’Hara, Careers and Pathways
Counsellor, on 9890 9097 or
bohara@sion.catholic.edu.au.
Mrs Brooke O’Hara,
Careers and Pathways
Counsellor

Zooming in on career advice

From the archives

My memories of Sion
By Gurna Dixon (1951)
I was a pupil at Sion between 1948 and 1951 inclusive.
In those days the College was known as Notre Dame
de Sion and I completed Years 9 to 12 there (subintermediate, intermediate, leaving and matriculation).
My sister, Antonia, had commenced at Sion the year
before and two other sisters, Claudia and Helena,
followed after me. Our family lived in Mont Albert and
we travelled to the school by bus. This was a red bus
that normally ran from the Mont Albert tram terminus
along Whitehorse Road to Box Hill railway station. At
that time, Dorking Road was called Doncaster Road
but as this caused confusion with the other Doncaster
Road, its name was changed later.
When I first started at Sion, the classes were very
small and several classes were housed in the same
room e.g. Forms 3 to 6. The teacher either dictated or
wrote on the chalkboard. Some lessons were shared
or the one class was given set work to do while the
others had a lesson. It seemed to work well. The
Matriculation students often went to other areas to
study.
Pupils in each class wore class colours in the
classroom. These consisted of a ribbon worn around
the neck supporting a mother of pearl cross and a belt
of wider ribbon. The colours were either plain (red,
maroon, violet etc.) or with a thin white stripe on each
edge.
Regular school assemblies, presided over by Reverend
Mother, were held in the Refectory. There were usually
some items (recitation or musical) presented by one of
the classes or part of a class or individuals. I remember
Patricia Robinson, who gave excellent recitations, and
Margaret Raw, a wonderful pianist.
10

At assembly,
there was a
report on each
class and badges
were awarded
to students who
had achieved
well or for good
behaviour. The
badge was
presented by
Reverend Mother
and was worn
over the shoulder L-R: Gurna Dixon and Patricia Keary
across to the
other hip and kept in place by the belt. A double
badge (either twice as wide or with an extra
shoulder piece) indicated both good behaviour
and achievement.
There was also a system of Houses and pupils
were assigned to one of these. As children, I
think we just accepted schooling and I have no
clear memories of the classes. However, I do
remember that the nuns were gentle women and
the school atmosphere was happy and peaceful.
There was an emphasis put on being ladylike
both in the classroom and out. If we met
Reverend Mother, the protocol was to give a
correct curtsey and an appropriate greeting
in French ‘Bonjour ma mere’. At home time,
we lined up at the top of the driveway for an
inspection to make sure we had our hats and
gloves on and then walked down in pairs.
Matthew Roberts, Archivist
paststudents@sion.catholic.edu.au
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News
VCE Season of Excellence

Eliza Leslie on Channel 10 news

Congratulations to Nina Hughes (Class of 2019) on
receiving a prestigious Premier’s VCE Award for her
outstanding 2019 achievement. Nina, who was the
2019 Drama Captain and College Valedictorian,
received her award for Drama.

Did you see past student Eliza Leslie (Class of
2012) on the Channel 10 news in April? She is a
newly graduated Paramedic who was fast-tracked
into service during the coronavirus crisis.

Current Year 12 student, Sophie Chan, also
received a Premier’s VCE Award for her outstanding
achievement in Biology, completed in Year 11.
We wish to acknowledge the significant contribution
of Ms Catherine Bennett for supporting Nina, and
Ms Cassie Marsden for supporting Sophie to achieve
this wonderful recognition.
Nina is currently studying a Bachelor of Design at the
University of Melbourne.

When Eliza was in Year 12, she was involved in
a car accident where she was attended to by
Paramedics. Impressed by the way they cared
for her, she was inspired to become a Paramedic
herself and help people in similar situations.
Eliza loves being a Paramedic because no
two days at work are ever the same. She is
continuously learning and sees everyday as an
opportunity to help people when they need it
most.
Well done Eliza on the important work you are
doing on the frontline and we wish you all the best
in your career, especially during this challenging
time of COVID-19.

Stay in touch
Contact us. We love hearing news from our past students. Whether it is a recent
celebration, a photo with friends or family, or perhaps a significant award or
milestone, write to us at paststudents@sion.catholic.edu.au. We also encourage all
past students to provide the College with current details to ensure our database is
up to date.

Like us on Facebook
Please like us on the Past Students’ Association Facebook page for past students
event updates and a trip down memory lane:
www.facebook.com/SionPSA

Embrace life beyond Sion

Our Lady of Sion College
1075 Whitehorse Road, Box Hill, VIC, 3104
www.sion.catholic.edu.au
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