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Another fabulous and successful 
reunion was enjoyed by all this 
past May. I was even more excited 
this year, as it was finally time for 
the Class of 1989 to celebrate too, 
which was my graduating year at 
the College. 

30 years is such a long time and 
seeing so many of the women from 
our year level was wonderful. So 
much chatter, laughter through 
the hallways and many a story told 
about our years at Sion.

Thank you to all who attended 
from each year level. It was such 
a fun afternoon, and I know that 
many women continued on into 
the night. I am looking forward to 
seeing many more of you in the 
future at our reunions.

Lastly, I would like to reach out 
to anyone who would love to join 
our community of past students, 
to collaborate with us on future 
events. New ideas are always 
welcome. We meet only a couple 
of times a year in a relaxed and 
casual atmosphere. 

 
Please feel free to reach out to me 
at anytime. I can be contacted via 
email: maryann.red@hotmail.com.

Warmest wishes 
Mary-Ann Di Ienno, President  



Spring 2019 Sionians: Beyond the Cherry Gates        3

Mentors’ Breakfast

The 2019 Mentors’ Breakfast was another smash hit, 
with 23 past students volunteering their morning to 
sit with and offer their career experience to our Year 
12 students.

Before the keynote speech, students spoke with 
their mentors, listening to their experiences of 
further study, careers and pathways, and finding 
opportunities. 

“I sat with past student Evie and got to speak with 
her about engineering,” said Olivia Speelmeyer 
(Year 12). “It was really insightful to understand 
what a civil engineer actually does on a day-to-day 
basis as well as the path that it took to get there.”

“After speaking to Sara at the Mentors’ Breakfast 
about Paramedicine,” said Maddison Zugna (Year 
12), “I had a better idea of what it is like being on 
the job, and the different university pathways, in 
particular at ACU.” 

Our keynote speaker for the morning was Julianne 
Prowse (Class of 1970) who spoke passionately 
about always showing up, doing your best, and 
holding on to your faith as her cornerstones for 
climbing the corporate ladder as a woman in the 
health profession. Julianne offered key insights 
into finding her feet after initially failing to achieve 
her dream of getting into medicine, and of the 
winding path that led her into a career that she was 
passionate about. 

“Listening to Julianne’s inspiring life story, I have 
come to understand that there is a plan for all 
of us,” said Daniela Lombardo (Year 12). “We 
just need to hold onto our faith and believe in 
something higher than us to guide us in the right 
direction.” 

If you are interested in participating in future 
mentoring opportunities with our students, please 
contact Ms Brooke O’Hara, Careers and Pathways 
Coordinator, on 9890 9097 or  
bohara@sion.catholic.edu.au.
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Sion Day 
What a magnificent day of celebration we had 
on Sion Day, Thursday 15 August, reflecting on 
the work of the Sisters of Our Lady of Sion and 
raising much needed funds for the San Luis Lumad 
Community High School in the Philippines. 
Starting the day with a Eucarist, celebrated 
by Father Mark Reynolds, the College then 
transformed into a carnival with an array of food 
stalls, games, a House Performing Arts Competition 
(congratulations Carmel House) and finally a Silent 
Auction for staff. 
It was wonderful to see our community of staff and 
students get together, in an atmosphere of fun, for 
one of the most anticipated events on the College 
calendar.
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Sion Day
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On Saturday 6 April 2019, Abby 
Merton and Catriona Thurbon 
from Our Lady of Sion, along with 
Deputy Principal of Faith and 
Mission, Mr John McInerney, and 
two students and a teacher from 
Marist Sion College, Warragul, 
flew to Costa Rica to take part 
in the inaugural International 
Meeting of Sion Schools Student 
Conference. They were warmly 
welcomed in San Jose by a 
church filled with people and a 
rousing round of applause from 
all present. 

The trip combined touring 
local sites with the students’ 
host families, seeing animal 
sanctuaries and visiting hot 
springs, with the main purpose 
for being in Costa Rica: meeting 
with student delegates from 
Sionian schools around the globe. 
Hosted by the Colegio Nuestra 
Señora de Sion in Moravia, the 
conference focused on topics 
such as international relationships 
and interreligious dialogue, and 
the value of these in the students’ 
lives. 

The students were asked to 
create a ‘golden rule’ by which to 

live their lives. They came up with 
the rule ‘Welcoming everyone 
with love and openess’, which 
closely reflects this year’s College 
theme of ‘Welcoming each other’.

At a concluding Mass, one 
teacher and student from every 
school in attendance signed the 
Student Charter that had been 
made containing all the ideas and 
values that had been discussed 
over the week. After all the books 
were signed, a book was given to 
each school and a group photo 
was taken. 

The Student Charter was brought 
back to Box Hill and presented to 
Mrs Apostopoulos.

Catriona and Abby reflect on 
their unforgettable experience in 
Costa Rica:

The conference was a trip of a 
lifetime for us. It provided us with 
so much insight into the global 
community of Sion and helped 
further our understanding of 
what it means to be a Daughter 
of Sion. The conference was 
so valuable as it gave us the 
opportunity to make friendships 

with people from all over the 
world and learn about the life 
of Sion students in four other 
countries. 

As students here in Box 
Hill, it is so important to 
make connections with our 
international sister schools as we 
can all learn from each other and 
grow as a global community who 
can make real changes in the 
world. 

We are a huge family connected 
by our education and community 
and it is important for us to 
communicate and strengthen 
our bonds. These events are 
so important in today’s context 
as they are opportunities for 
dialogue with people who are 
so different from us but share 
one thing in common, our Sion 
identity; we are all daughters, 
sons and sisters of Sion. 

We would like to thank 
everyone who helped us in the 
preparations for the conference 
and everyone who helped us 
in Costa Rica. It was truly an 
experience we will never forget.

International Student 
Conference
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International Student Conference continued
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From the desk of the Principal

friendly, it’s about helping each person to truly 
flourish, celebrating our diversity and supporting 
those who do not have the same opportunities that 
we enjoy.

The respect for diversity is reflected in scripture and 
the principles and values of welcome and dialogue 
are central to our school. The theme recalls the 
First Testament laws which required the Jewish 
people to give welcome to the alien, the orphan 
and the widow. In the New Testament, we see 
many examples of Jesus showing compassion, love 
and welcome to the poor and the marginalised. Fr 
Theodore, the founder of the Sisters of Our Lady 
of Sion, said all are welcome in a Sion school. He 
respected religious diversity and religious freedom. 
How very relevant this is in our world today! 
Furthermore, fifty seven flags represent not only 
the language and cultural backgrounds currently 
represented in our school but the gifts and unity 
that we reflect and share in our daily lives.

Our students embraced this year’s theme in a 
variety of ways. Year 11 students Abbey Merton 
and Catriona Thurbon attended the inaugural 
International Sion Students Conference in Costa 
Rica and together with other Sionian students from 
around the world committed to developing social 
awareness of those in need, being open minded 
and promoting inter-faith dialogue.

Day of Dialogue continues to be an opportunity 
for Year 10 students to welcome students from 
Catholic, Islamic and Jewish schools to our school 
to share what we have in common as well as foster 
understanding by challenging assumptions and 
misconceptions.

Our recent Sion Day focussed on the needs of the 
San Luis Lumad Community High School in the 
Philippines where the sisters have a connection. 
Last year’s fundraising of $20,000 helped the school 
to refurbish the girls’ dormitory, buy new science 
equipment and resources for their library. 

We hope to exceed this amount this year so we 
can continue to welcome marginalised indigenous 
students to our community through the connections 
we foster and the support we can offer. 

This year the College has become a FIRE (Friends 
Igniting Reconciliation through Education) 
Carrier school and Year 10 students will soon 
travel to central Australia on our Indigenous 
Immersion to develop their understanding of the 
indigenous people of our country and work toward 
reconciliation. 

Liturgy Captain, Jessica Kilroe-Smith, articulated the 
importance of our 2019 theme when she introduced 
this year’s Sion Day Eucharist. She said:

As we begin today’s Sion Day with excitement and 
celebration, let’s continually remember what impact 
we can have on the lives of others and how we 
can spread our spirit of friendship and generosity 
through our actions and attitudes today. Each and 
every one of us has different circles in our lives, let’s 
strive to expand these circles to all we can and make 
it just that little bit bigger. 

I hope all Past Students enjoy our August Sionian 
magazine and know that they continue to be a 
valued part of our school community.

Tina Apostolopoulos, Principal

Our 2019 College 
theme, ‘Welcoming 
each other’, celebrates 
an ongoing commitment 
to enlivening our unique 
community spirit and 
strengthening a sense of 
belonging. In a Catholic 
and Sionian school such 
as ours, the theme takes 
on more than just being 
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Events

‘9’s Reunion
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From the archives
Our Lady of Sion’s archive collection consists of past student and 
staff records, uniforms, photos, video footage, financial and business 
records, textiles, architectural / building plans, memorabilia, trophies, 
awards, curriculum details, and samples of student work. 

The records we keep help to assist with enquiries where:

•	 people researching their family tree require information regarding 
their relatives

•	 images and video footage is required for school reunions, social 
media, school events, and promotional materials

•	 past pupils require evidence of academic performance for 
personal or professional reasons

•	 academic researchers seek information pertaining to the school’s 
history or associated individuals

•	 new students to OLSC can engage with the history and philosophy 
of the school, and learn what it means to be a daughter of Sion. 

Current projects include:

•	 the digitisation of records, particularly the photographic collection, 
and other records which are considered at risk of deterioration

•	 installation of new archival software
•	 arrangement and description of records to allow for their 

accessibility
•	 re-boxing and conservation of records.

Rather than the perception of the archive as remote, irrelevant, and 
inaccessible, we aim to develop a dynamic, visible, and accessible 
collection containing a wealth of information relevant to all within 
the OLSC community, in line with best practice as set out by the 
Australian Society of Archivists. 

We look forward to commencing an oral history project and call for 
any volunteers who would be interested in reminiscing about their 
time at the College and sharing their stories. I also encourage anyone 
with photos and other school memorabilia to consider donating / 
loaning them to the archive. Photos will be scanned and promptly 
returned to you. It is through the generosity of the community that our 
collection continues to grow. 

Past students can keep in touch via the Our Lady of Sion College Past 
Students’ Association Facebook page. Alternatively, pop into the 
Learning Resource Centre and browse the heritage room where we 
have historical items on display. We welcome you to come and have a 
look!

Matthew Roberts, Archivist  
paststudents@sion.catholic.edu.au
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Embrace life beyond Sion

Share your news!
We’d love to hear and publish your news. With our new-look magazine we have plenty of room to tell your stories, but we need 
your help to fill the space! 

Whether it is a recent celebration, a photo with friends or family, or perhaps a significant award or milestone, write to us at 
paststudents@sion.catholic.edu.au.

Vale
We remember the following Daughters of Sion and their loved ones in our prayers:

•	 Maureen Heath Keely (nee Masters, Class of 1940) who passed away on 21 March 2019
•	 Janice Tynan (Class of 1956) who passed away recently.

Eternal rest, grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in 
peace. Amen.

News

VCE Premier’s Award

Congratulations to 2018 College Captain, Lydia Ting 
(Class of 2018), who was awarded a VCE Premier’s 
Award for English following her academic success 
last year. 

In 2018, Lydia applied for a Chinese Government 
scholarship to study Chinese Language at Fudan 
University in Shanghai, China, and was delighted 
to learn that she was successful in her application. 
When she returns at the end of this year, she will 
be studying a double degree in Law (Honours) and 
Global Studies.

Lydia offered the following reflection on her time so 
far in Shanghai:

I am currently in my second semester at Fudan 
University, where I am studying International 
Economics in Chinese. So far, this year has been a 
great process of learning more about my character, 
pushing my limits and further defining my future 
goals and aspirations. Being able to connect with 
international students has both challenged and  
broadened my understanding of the world. Whilst 
many of my friends share similar desires to lead an 
international career, I can certainly say I have found 
myself a little family here in Shanghai. 

Shanghai is a vibrant modern megacity. With 
transportation so advanced, I have had ample 
opportunity to travel around the country. China 
continues to amaze me with how incredibly vast and 
complex it is. 

I have travelled to old cities to connect with an 
ancient tradition and civilisation which thrums 
through the little streets. I have witnessed 
stunning mountain ranges so green and lush that 
have challenged my misconception of a polluted 
China. At the end of this year, I hope to be 
standing on the edge of the Gobi desert. 

In August, I joined a group of local Fudan 
University students to complete an outreach 
program in the remote TongDao Autonomous 
Region. I volunteered as an English teacher in 
a local primary school. I am so grateful for this 
opportunity to deeply understand the lifestyle of 
ethnic miniorities living in China’s rural villages.
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Stay in touch
Contact us! We love visitors and hearing news 
from our past students. We also encourage all past 
students to provide the College with current details 
to ensure our database is up to date:

Email: paststudents@sion.catholic.edu.au

Mentors required  
Past students of our Lady of Sion College are invited to share their experiences of further study and career 
pathways with our senior students.

If you are available on Monday 10 October, 2019 between 1.10 – 3.15pm to talk to the Year 10 cohort 
about career pathways since leaving Sion, then please get in touch with our Careers and Pathways 
Coordinator, Brooke O’Hara, via phone 9856 0390 or email bohara@sion.catholic.edu.au.

Can you help?
We always need help identifying photos in our archives.  
Can you name any students in the photo below from the 1971 Year 12 Retreat?  
Please email Matthew Roberts at paststudents@sion.catholic.edu.au with information.

For College news and events, follow us on social 
media:

Please like us on the Past Students’ 
Association Facebook page for past 
students event updates and a trip 
down memory lane:  
www.facebook.com/SionPSA 

facebook.com/OurLadyofSion 

@ourladyofsioncollege

 
 
@SionTweets

0s COLLEGE REUNION
SATURDAY 23 MAY, 2020; 2.00 PM - 4.30 PM

OUR LADY OF SION COLLEGE

BOOKINGS: WWW.TRYBOOKING.COM/BDGPY

RSVPS CLOSE ON FRIDAY 15 MAY, 2020

2020 Reunion
Calling all ‘0’ graduates! Did you graduate in 1940, 
1950, 1960, 1970, 1980, 1990, 2000 or 2010? 
Then you are warmly invited to attend our annual 
reunion at the College, to celebrate your milestone 
anniversary year. Register for your ticket!


