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I have enjoyed my first year as the President of this Association and feel 
so blessed to have time to get to know you all. I am looking forward 
to my 30 year reunion this year (I actually cannot believe it has been 
that long!) and catching up with as many past students as possible. The 
reunion date is set for Saturday 4 May so make sure you include it in your 
diaries. We will also enjoy another movie afternoon a little later in the 
year, so keep your eyes out for information about that. 

Thank you to all my fellow committee members for their time, effort and 
contributions to the committee, you are greatly appreciated.  

I look forward to seeing you at the reunion in May.

Mary-Ann Di Ienno, President

President’s report
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2018 was a wonderful year at the 
College and I was excited to be 
part of so many events, including 
the 90 year reunion, which was 
a beautiful afternoon. It was also 
great to spend time with past 
students at our annual movie 
fundraiser, the wine and cheese 
afternoon (jam-packed with stories 
well before my time at Sion, 
but fascinating to hear) and the 
Mentoring Breakfast was again a 
huge success. 
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Daughter of Sion award

The Daughter of Sion 
Award

Each year, the Past Students’ Association raises 
$500 for the Daughter of Sion Award. 

The award honours a Year 7 or Year 8 student, 
nominated by her teachers and voted by 
the PSA committee, who has demonstrated 
leadership, empathy towards others, Sionian 
values and particularly a strong commitment to 
Social Justice within the school and the wider 
community. 

The student then nominates a charity, to which 
the $500 is donated.

Meet Lily Malone, the 2018 winner of 
the annual Daughter of Sion Award.

Name: Lily Malone 
Age: 15 
Year Level: Year 9 in 2019 (won the award in Year 8) 
Hobbies: Netball, drama, reading and listening to 
music.

What Social Justice projects have you been 
involved in during your time at Sion?

Last year I was involved with the One Girl project, 
with Year 8, and normally students would only be 
involved in one project throughout the year, but I 
was keen to be involved in all the projects. We ran 
a Bake Sale, a bookmark competition, a raffle, and 
a talent show, all to raise money for the project. 
My role was in raising awareness of the project 
and walking around at the events to help different 
groups. Throughout the year we raised $1700, 
which is enough to provide five girls with access to 
education for a whole year.

I’m really keen to be involved with another project 
this year called Days for Girls, which makes reusable 
and washable pads for girls in third world countries, 
so they can go to school.

What did you think when you won the award?

I was really shocked! I wasn’t even aware of the 
award, but when I heard about what it was I 
thought it was really great that Sion does this kind 
of thing.

Why is Social Justice important to you?

I always try to put things into my own perspective, 
I think ‘what if that was me in that position?’ It’s 
not fair that people around the world are treated 
unfairly and don’t have the same opportunities that 
we do, and I think that given we are so lucky, why 
can’t we have that opportunity to donate and to 
help the less fortunate?

Which charity will you be donating the $500 
award to and why?

I’ve chosen Artists for Kids Culture, an organisation 
that works with kids that are experiencing hardship, 
and gives them opportunities to have fun in the 
arts and be creative. I like organisations that involve 
children around my age and I was looking for 
something like One Girl that works to help children. 

Previous Winners
2017 Heather Divens One Girl Foundation

2016 Caitlin Wans Make a Wish Foundation

2015 Emily Wans Brain Cancer

2014 Charlotte Adams Opportunity International

2013 Ellena Turner World Vision

2012 Cassandra Hamshaw Jacob’s Well

2011 Lucy Morabito Victorian Women and Mental 
Health Network

2010 Emma Roughsedge Opening the Doors Charity

2009 Amy Griffin Troy Broadbridge Trust
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Top Achievers of 2018

This year, we were delighted to 
welcome 28 students from the 
Class of 2018 back to the College 
for our annual Top Achievers 
Assembly, a celebration of 
those students who duxed their 
subjects and who received an 
ATAR in the top 10% of the state. 

Our keynote speaker for the 
event was Dr Roxanne Hastie 
(Class of 2008, top left). Roxanne 
spoke with passion about her 
work in global maternal health, 
and encouraged this year’s Year 
12s that while having a plan is 

a great start, it is important to 
recognise that life can sometimes 
turn out very differently to how 
you imagine it. She said that at 
every obstacle it is important to 
get up and try again. 

Dr Hastie was followed by 
College Dux, Sophie Harrison 
(top right, second from left). 
Sophie completed her VCE 
with a score of 99.4, achieving 
two perfect scores of 50 in 
English and Health & Human 
Development. 

Sophie spoke of the importance 
of finding something to be 
passionate about other than 
study, and said that finding a 
balance in Year 12 was the key to 
her success. 

We congratulate the Class of 
2018 and wish them well for all 
their future endeavours. 

Class of 2018 VCE Results 
•	 9.5% of our students achieved an ATAR above 

95, which places them in the top 5% of the 
state

•	 20.6% achieved an ATAR above 90
•	 48.5% achieved an ATAR above 80

•	 70% achieved an ATAR above 70
•	 Our median study score was 33
•	 Our median ATAR was 79.75
•	 12.7% of study scores were above 40.
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It was with much excitement that we farewelled 18 of our students on 8 
December 2018, as they embarked on a two-week trip to Space School at 
NASA in Houston. With the largest group of students being from Year 7, we 
are excited to see where they will take their newfound love for Science and 
Space in the future!

One small step for woman
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Junior trip

On 8 December 2018, ten 
students from Years 7, 8 and 9 
set off for the junior NASA space 
school, and Huntsville, the home 
of rocket design in the USA and 
the location of Space Camp. 

Students were immersed in 
training techniques using 
equipment adapted from NASA’s 
astronaut program, such as a 
1/6 gravity chair, five degrees of 
freedom simulator and being spun 
on a multi-axis trainer. 

Students took on the roles of 
astronauts and mission control 
to work as a team to complete 
mission scenarios. 

After flying to Houston, Texas, the 
girls visited the Johnson Space 
Centre, where they saw space 
capsules, moon rocks, a space 
shuttle and rockets. 

During the evenings students 
attended presentations by 
motivational speakers and 
astronauts, and during the day 
they worked on a renewable 
energy task and dissected a shark 
at the spectacular Museum of 
Natural Science.

Senior trip

While the junior girls experienced 
Space Camp, a group of eight 
students from Years 10, 11 and 
12 developed leadership, project 
management and communication 
skills at the senior NASA space 
school in Houston. 

Over the two weeks, senior girls 
visited NASA and private industry 
sites related to the development 
of space hardware and robotics. 
While in Houston the senior 
students completed a team project 
relating to space exploration, 
where they showed their ability 
to solve multiple problems and 
present their solutions. 

Student reflections ...

The trip was so worthwhile, we 
didn’t just learn about space and 
NASA but developed leadership 
skills and problem-solving skills in 
a different environment ~ Ashling.

The best part was when we 
were in Huntsville, Alabama, at 
Space School, where we were 
able to use training facilities and 
complete our own missions. Each 
person was given a role and each 
role was equally as important as 
the others. 

I’ve always loved science but after 
going to Space School I have 
started to pay more attention to 
things in and around the sky such 
as stars and the moon ~ Eva.

Beyond the Cherry Gates...
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... and out of this world!
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From the desk of the principal

Farewell Claire Taylor

After 36 years at the College (18 in this millenium 
and 18 in the last!), long-serving teacher Claire 
Taylor (nee McKeown) finally decided to hang up her 
whistle and cheerleading outfits and move gracefully 
into retirement at the end of 2018. 

We wish Claire all the best for her future adventures.

Young women who dare to dream

but, sitting on the floor with many other children, I 
wondered how it could be possible for a person to 
step from a ladder of a space ship onto the moon’s 
surface.

Last December, eighteen Sion students – 
ranging in age from 12 to 18 years old and 
representing almost every year level in the College  
contemplated the same achievement, this time in 
Houston and in the very same room where ground 
control supported Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin 
to achieve this significant milestone for humankind. 

While there is still a long way to go before women 
achieve career and pay equity, the opportunities 
for young women today have never been so broad 
and so exciting. I believe the keys to accessing 
these opportunities are education, self-belief and 
inspiration. 

I am very proud to have facilitated this extraordinary 
chance for our students to travel for a two-week 
learning program to the NASA Space School 
and since they have returned, to enjoy with them 
the excitement and unique learning they have 
experienced. Many of them have returned inspired 
by the wonder of the universe and the science that 
may help them unlock the future for other young 
women. 

Our students’ aspirations must be encouraged in 
order for them to achieve their dreams. Through 
the diverse opportunities offered by our school, I 
hope we have invited them to continue to explore 
new possibilities, embrace innovation, and seize 
opportunities. The courage and willingness to take 
risks without fear of failure is essential for them to 
transform their dreams into reality. 

I hope our past students enjoy the article and 
photos of the NASA Space School program that 
students have shared with you in this edition of our 
Sionians magazine. 

Tina Apostolopoulos, Principal

I am fortunate (and old!) 
enough to remember 
the moon landing on 
20 July 1969. I was 
in Grade 4 and recall 
being ushered into our 
primary school library 
where the only TV in the 
school was kept. It was a 
small black and white TV 
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Reunions

Class of 1958 Reunion (60 years)

Class of 1988 Reunion (30 years)

Class of 2008 Reunion (10 years)

Class of 2018 Reunion (1 year)
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From the archives

Mary’s memories of her time at the College are of wearing indoor 
and outdoor shoes, using the outdoor coat hook and playing softball. 
Science and cooking classes were held in the same classroom.

We are grateful to past students who contribute to the College 
Archives, thus allowing us to preserve these wonderful items and 
memories for future Daughters of Sion to enjoy. If you have items you 
wish to share, please do not hesitate to contact us!

Visit from Mary Sang (nee Owen) student #730,  
1955–1956, Fatima House

At last year’s 90th anniversary reunion, Mary saw the studio portrait of 
her mother Kathleen Owen (nee Sherlock, student #8, 1928–1935) and 
aunt, Eileen Sherlock (student #9, 1928–1935) that she had previously 
shared with the Archives. Mary kindly offered to share further photos 
of the sisters during their time at Notre Dame de Sion and paid a visit 
to the 1928 Heritage Room with her impressive photo album.  

Facebook page was established and 
has grown to over 1500 followers, a 
wonderful testament to the fondness 
with which many students reflect on 
their time within the cherry gates. We 
thank Sandy for her service and wish 
her all the best with the next adventure!

With every closed chapter, a new one 
begins, and so we warmly welcome 
Matthew Roberts to the College as our 
new College Archivist. 

College Archivist

It was with sadness that we said farewell to Sandy Nicholson at 
the conclusion of 2018. Sandy worked at the College for 20 years, 
including the last 10 as College Archivist, taking over from Jan 
Murphy. Sandy was dedicated to preserving the memories of past 
students, including the cataloguing of photos both past and present 
for future generations to enjoy. Under her watch the Past Student 
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Embrace life beyond Sion

Share your news!
We’d love to hear and publish your news. With our new-look 
magazine we have plenty of room to tell your stories, but we 
need your help to fill the space! 

Whether it is a recent celebration, a photo with friends or 
family, or perhaps a significant award or milestone, write to 
us at paststudents@sion.catholic.edu.au.

Vale
We remember the following Daughter and 
Sisters of Sion and their loved ones in our 
prayers: 

•	 Sr Margaret Rush nds, Sister of Our Lady of 
Sion, who passed away on 30 January 2019

•	 Amber Gannon (Class of 2016), who passed 
away on 26 January 2019

•	 Sr Stella O’Donnell nds, Sister of Our Lady 
of Sion, who passed away on 12 December 
2018.

 
Eternal rest, grant unto them O Lord and let 
perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest 
in peace. Amen.

Top Class and Top Designs
Congratulations to two of our most recent graduates, Dorothy Lam and Natasha Palinic (Class of 2018) who 
were chosen to take part in the VCE Season of Excellence, respectively for Top Class (Music) and Top Designs.

Natasha earned her place in Top Designs with her 
design of an environmentally friendly and compact 
desk and corporate identity for ‘Compact Club’, 
which will be displayed at the Melbourne Museum 
from Saturday 30 March to Sunday 14 July 2019.

Dorothy’s passionate performance of Joseph 
Achron’s Hebrew Melody on Violin in her VCE 
exams secured her a place in Top Class (Music) at 
the Melbourne Recital Centre on Tuesday 19 March 
2019.

Herald Sun Aria Award
Congratulations to Rebecca Rashleigh (Class of 
2006, below), who won the 2018 Herald Sun Aria 
Award in October last year.

Rebecca was involved in music at Sion with roles in 
the Hot Mikado! and Sound of Music productions, 
and was quoted in the 2006 yearbook as saying: 
‘People say I should become an opera singer, but I 
think I should get myself a real job.’ 

Fortunately, she pursued her passion. We look 
forward to where her career will lead next.
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Stay in touch
Contact us! We love visitors and hearing news 
from our past students. We also encourage all past 
students to provide the College with current details 
to ensure our database is up to date:

Email: paststudents@sion.catholic.edu.au

Please like us on Facebook for past student events 
and updates: www.facebook.com/SionPSA or for 
College news and events: www.facebook.com/
OurLadyofSion or follow us on Twitter or Instagram: 
@SionTweets or Sion Instagram.

Reminder: 2019 Reunion!
Calling all ‘9’ graduates! Did you graduate in 1939, 
1949, 1959, 1969, 1979, 1989, 1999 or 2009? 
Then you are warmly invited to attend our annual 
reunion at the College, to celebrate your milestone 
anniversary year. 

What: College Reunion!

When: Saturday 4 May 2019, 2.00 pm

Where: Our Lady of Sion College

Bookings: trybooking.com/BAPAE

RSVPs close on Wednesday 1 May.

Mentoring Opportunities
Past students of Our Lady of Sion College, Box 
Hill, are invited to share their experiences of 
further study and career pathways with our Senior 
students. 

If you are interested in taking up this opportunity to 
provide support for our students as they navigate 
their own pathway, please make contact with Mrs 
Brooke O’Hara, Careers and Pathways Counsellor 
at bohara@sion.catholic.edu.au or 03 9890 9097.

Movie Afternoon
Once again we will be hosting our annual Movie 
Evening in the second half of the year. At this stage 
we are waiting for confirmation of films, but the 
event will be held at Balwyn Cinema sometime in 
Term 3. 

As usual, the funds raised from the event will go to 
the Daughter of Sion award. 

Further details will be made available via email and 
the Facebook page.

Can you help?
We always need help identifying some of the 
photos in our archives. 

Do you know the year this photo (right) was taken 
or can you name any students? 

Please email Matthew Roberts at  
paststudents@sion.catholic.edu.au with 
information.


