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Principal

The last few weeks have been a very difficult 
time for our Church, Catholic schools and 
communities, and in particular for the 
victims of abuse, their families and friends, 
and indeed, society as a whole. We know 
that there are many people who have been 
affected by historical abuse and who continue 
to suffer. In some ways it is difficult to know 
how to respond to recent events, but when 
it comes to the safety and wellbeing of 
our young people it is very clear what our 
response should always be.
I firmly believe that this is a time to 
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acknowledge that there are many within our clergy and religious, and within 
our schools, who work tirelessly each day to bring care and compassion 
to their work and who make a positive contribution to the lives of young 
people. They are also saddened and baffled by the recent reports. 
As a Sion community that is founded on truth and justice, we must have 
faith in the judicial system of our country and accept that the process 
for Cardinal Pell is ongoing. But we are still left wondering, how do we 
respond? This is now a time to support each other and our students to make 
sense of what has been reported. One way of doing so is to allow open 
conversation, and in the midst of a supportive environment, for questions 
to be asked. We are a community that upholds the safety and wellbeing of 
all within our school and in particular our students, so I encourage families 
and staff to always create an environment of respectful listening and open 
dialogue with students, and to report any concerns to myself or the Deputy 
Principals. 
There is no doubt that we are in the midst of change within the Catholic 
Church as it responds to the needs of our world. In many ways the past 
informs the future as much as the present does. The Australian Catholic 
Bishops are preparing for a Plenary Council in 2020 to consider the 
future of the Catholic Church in Australia. Our staff and students in Years 
10–12 have been provided with an opportunity to contribute to this 
process by giving their thoughts on the Plenary question: What do you 
think God is asking of us in Australia at this time? Our responses to this 
important question have been submitted to the Council and I pray that the 
opportunity and process continues to build a life-giving and compassionate 
Catholic community and a just world where all are respected. 
On Wednesday, we began the season of Lent with Ash Wednesday services 
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Important Dates
Week B

Monday 11 March 

Labour Day Public Holiday

Tuesday 12 March

French Tour Pre-departure 
Evening, Miriam Theatre @  
7.00pm

Wednesday 13 March

Year 7 Family Mass, LHC @  
7.00pm

Friday 15 March

Catholic Education Week 
Mass & Colloquim @ St Patrick’s 
Cathedral

Week A

Tuesday 19 March

OPEN DAY 2.30 – 6.30 pm

Thursday 21 March

Ayin City Experience 
Presentation Evening,  
Notre Dame Building @ 7.00pm
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Principal
at each year level led by our students. Lent is a time of quiet personal 
reflection and repentance. It is now a sombre and appropriate time to 
reflect on the past and to recommit ourselves to creating a just world for all.

Lord, 
We remember with deep sadness the women and men  

whose lives have been lost or damaged by acts of sexual abuse  
committed against them when they were children.

We remember with sorrow the times when their cries for help  
were not heard or silenced through fear.

We commit ourselves to always stand in the light  
and to never again allow the darkness of sin to stop us  

from becoming the presence of respectful love and kindness  
our world so keenly needs.

With every blessing for the fortnight ahead.
Tina Apostolopoulos 
College Principal

An invitation to all current 
families

Current families are warmly invited to our 2019 College Open Day, on 
Tuesday 19 March, 2.30 – 6.30 pm. Come and see the learning experiences 
our teachers create for your daughter and engage with school life at Our 
Lady of Sion College. All are welcome and we hope you are able to join us. 

  Do you have a daughter currently in Year 5? 

Applications for Year 7, 2021, are now being accepted. 

Families already enrolled at the College still need to submit an Application for Enrolment Form for 
each additional child wishing to attend Our Lady of Sion. If you have a daughter in Year 5, please 
ensure you submit her application for enrolment by Friday 23 August 2019. 
For all enquiries, please contact Ms Robyn McCann, College Registrar, on 9890 9097 or  
registrar@sion.catholic.edu.au.

https://uploads-ssl.webflow.com/5b2826a56966d7160e936811/5b357f53e60ace6bebe6a363_OLOS_Enrolment%20Application%20Form.pdf
mailto:registrar@sion.catholic.edu.au
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Deputy Principal
Faith Matters
I went on the Year 10 Duke of Edinburgh camp 
last week. 
What’s this got to do with Faith Matters? 
I didn’t know I was going and had not 
prepared. 
But an incident took place which required one 
of our staff members to return home so I got 
the late call up.  
Gee it was hot!

I caught up with the girls after they had done a 
10 km hike and they were pretty tired. 
What’s this got to do with Faith Matters? 
We were at Lake Eildon.

 
 
Faith and 
Mission – 
John McInerney

The girls pitched their tents, cooked their dinner and then we sat around a 
campfire. 
Now here we get closer to Faith Matters  
We just sat there, together.  
We shared a bit about our day, and then looked up at the stars. 
The stars were amazing that night. 
We looked up in awe – at God’s creation.  
Does Genesis tell us that on the fourth day God created the stars? 
The camp continued the following day – we were paddling out in the middle 
of Lake Eildon – such a beautiful part of Victoria. 
We were in canoes and were required to all paddle up and raft beside each 
other. 
There we were, just floating.  
And then I said to a couple of the girls, ‘Look at that girls, through the valley. 

‘Look at the colours, look at the hills, look at the way the sun transforms the 
earth!’ 
What’s this got to do with Faith Matters? 
Then one of the girls said, ‘Wow. That’s beautiful!’

She looked at God’s creation and said, ‘That’s beautiful.’ 
And I thought, Faith Matters!

Lent
This week we have entered the season of Lent and our school community 
participated in an Ash Wednesday prayer service throughout all year levels. 
As we prepare for this significant season, we do so in the traditional way of 
giving alms to the poor, participating in prayer and fasting.
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Deputy Principal
In recent newsletters I have highlighted 
the importance of having learning-centred 
conversations and how the language we use 
with students can enhance their self-efficacy 
as learners. Students, in particular those in 
the middle years, seek a sense of control 
over their learning, but sometimes do not 
have a strong sense of this. The explicit use of 
learning strategies and using the language of 
learning are effective in enhancing a sense of 
empowerment. 

Michael Fullan and Lyn Sharratt provide 
useful questions that can enhance students’ 
self-efficacy and we are encouraging 

 
 
Learning and 
Teaching –  
Michelle 
Rangelov

their use, particularly in Years 7–9. These questions, outlined below, are 
also useful questions that parents and guardians can ask when having 
learning conversations. One of my favourites is, ‘How do you know?’ 
which encourages students to focus on how they ascertain their progress 
in their learning and the criteria they use to measure their own progress. 
I encourage you to choose one of these questions and next time you are 
about to ask ‘How’s school?’ perhaps try ‘What are you learning and why?’ 
Or, if your daughter laments that she doesn’t understand something, 
perhaps ask her, ‘How can you improve?’ or ‘Where do you go for help?’

Importantly, your daughter’s subject teacher is always the best person to 
speak to or address any concerns, sooner rather than later. The partnership 
between learner and teacher is enhanced through open dialogue and 
feedback, and is a particular characteristic of a Sionian education.

Student Progress Meetings
I would also like to take this opportunity to inform parents that formal 
feedback on student learning progress takes place through Student 
Progress Meetings. In Semester 1, Student Progress Meetings are 
scheduled to take place:

•	 Tuesday 2 April, 2.00 – 8.30 pm for students with surnames A–K
•	 Thursday 4 April, 2.00 – 8.30 pm for students with surnames L–Z.

Please put these dates in your diary and take note that a letter to parents 
and guardians with detailed information will be sent in the near future. 

Please note that students will be dismissed at 1.00 pm on these days.

All the best for the fortnight ahead.
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Deputy Principal
There has been a lot of hype in the media 
lately about the latest social media viral 
concern, the ‘Momo Challenge’. It has been 
reported that the ‘challenge’ involves self-
harm messages from a disturbing-looking 
character that has been spliced into YouTube 
videos normally viewed by children. Both 
YouTube and the Office of the eSafety 
Commissioner have stated that they have not 
seen actual content containing the ‘Momo’ 
character or challenge.  

 
 
Student 
Wellbeing – 
Christine Kralj
While recent claims of the challenge may be little more than rumours, it is 
a timely reminder that parents need to actively monitor what their children 
view when online. Young adolescents are at greater risk and need to 
learn how to use the internet and apps in a way that is safe, positive, age-
appropriate and healthy.

To increase the online safety of our younger students, College iPads are 
locked down to restrict app access and our school internet is set up to 
block internet content that could be harmful or offensive.

Since a large amount of internet browsing occurs at home, parents 
are ideally placed to help their children learn how to be discerning 
cybercitizens.

The Office of the eSafety Commissioner provides parents with plenty of 
advice, including the following tips:

•	 Engage in your child’s online activities – ask what apps, sites and 
games they’re using and make sure they’re age-appropriate.

•	 Use parental controls on devices to help limit what your child is 
exposed to.

•	 Let them know not everything they see online is real or true.
•	 Help them report and block upsetting content they see on social 

media sites or apps.
•	 Let them know that they can come to you about anything upsetting 

they see online, and contact Kids Helpline if they need further 
support. 
 
Source: www.esafety.gov.au (media release)

If you would like to know more about the work of the Office of the eSafety 
Commissioner or want more information about keeping your daughter safe 
online, please go to www.esafety.gov.au/iparent. If you have any concerns 
about your daughter’s internet experience or access to material at school, 
please contact your daughter’s Wellbeing and Growth Leader.

International Women’s Day

On Wednesday 6 March, Year 11 students attended the Box Hill IWD 
breakfast, kindly sponsored by the Rotary Club of Box Hill Central. Today, 
the SRC team organised a series of activities to celebrate International 
Women’s Day.  Staff and students were greeted at the gate with women’s 
anthems pumping out through the speakers and an IWD ribbon to mark the 
day. Our prayer enabled us to reflect, with gratitude, on the positive impact 
the women around us have on our community.  Students also took to our 
outdoor stage in the piazza with an open mic session.  Year 10 students 
also attended the IWD luncheon today, which was hosted by the Women’s 
Friendship Group of Manningham. We thank the Kiwanis Club of Doncaster 
for their thoughtful and generous sponsorship of our students. .

esafety.gov.au/iparent

Being online at this age can offer your 
child opportunities to learn through 
exploration, play and social interaction. 
But there may also be some risks if  
your child uses connected devices 
without supervision or for extended 
periods of time. 

This might include coming across harmful 
content, contact with strangers or missing out  
on physical activity. 

Here are our tips for a safe and balanced online  
experience for your preschool child:

Set ground rules

 Establish clear rules and be consistent

Be clear on things like when and where devices  
can be used and when they need to be switched 
off. A good time to switch off is during family dinner 
time and when your child is alone in a room.

  Use a timer

Limit the amount of time your child spends  
online to ensure a good balance with physical 
activity. It can be easy to lose track of time,  
so setting a timer can help. Experts recommend  
no more than an hour of screen time within a  
24 hour period for 3 to 5-year-olds.

 Resist any push back

Getting your child off a device can be hard and 
it can be tempting to give in to their demands. 
Sticking to the rules at this age will help instil  
good online habits for your child now and in  
the future.

Does your preschool child have access to  
connected devices?

For more information visit 
esafety.gov.au/iparent

http://www.esafety.gov.au
http://www.esafety.gov.au/iparent
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Year Level News
Year 12 keeps moving along and the day-
to-day routine is certainly starting to set in, 
which can be both a good and challenging 
experience.
Our cyclical ‘contemplation in the Chapel’ 
session was led by 12 Silver. 
As Daughters of Sion, we are called to trust in 
our God and to live His word in our daily lives. 
But among our goal to act in God’s vision of 
righteousness and social justice, how can we 
find His presence in our own times of trouble?
There are so many things that come up in 
our own lives that we have no control over, 

 
 
Year 12 –  
Adam Rieusset

and they can get the better of us and make us forget how to be confident 
in ourselves. Year 12 is commonly viewed with uncertainty, stress and 
confusion, and the perception that we are constantly under pressure.
However, we are incredibly lucky to be a part of such a diverse, inclusive and 
welcoming group of girls. It is not easy to ask for help, and we each respect 
the bravery it may take for some to take that step to initiate their action to 
bring themselves peace.
It is important to be reassured that help is always available to us, and how we 
can find comfort in God.
Our journey through 2019 will be filled to the brim with challenges, and 
using the network of people we have with us this year will only lift us up to 
greatness.
Bianca Gaudion, 12 Silver

#P161
#P161 has focused on creating and developing really good habits over the 
past cycle:

•	 What’s your most positive habit, the one that allows you to succeed?
•	 What’s that one habit you need to change?

All students were then asked to reflect and rate themselves as almost 
always, sometimes or never, on the following points:

•	 I follow a weekly study timetable
•	 I remain focused when studying
•	 I give myself rewards after studying for a set period of time
•	 I discuss my homework with my family
•	 I keep my mobile phone off when I am studying
•	 I persist when things are difficult.

To end this session, students were asked to complete the following:
•	 I believe I can …
•	 Sometimes I need to be brave because … 

I hope all community members continue to have these conversations to 
further allow our Year 12 students to develop and refine their sense of self 
and how they can truly achieve greatness.
The Year 12 Pastoral team looks forward to continuing the journey with you, 
our Year 12 community, over the next two weeks.
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Year Level News
In the last two weeks, the year level 
undertook the Adventurous Journey, which 
completes the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze 
award. The four days focused our students’ 
leadership and challenged their problem-
solving, risk-taking and resilience. A key 
part of this program is applying the skills 
learnt to situations that arise at school and, 
in particular, enhance their learning in the 
classroom. The students travelled to one 
of two venues. Emily Bugeja highlights her 
experience at Wilsons Promontory and Ruby 
Sherwen shares her involvement at Lake 
Eildon:

 
 
Year 10 – 
Paul Kerr

I was lucky enough to go to the amazing Wilsons Promontory, where I 
got involved in many activities and challenges. On the first day my group 
and I hiked 10 km from Tidal River to Sealers Gove. It was one of the 
most rewarding challenges I have ever experienced and the views were 
incredible. After hiking back to Tidal River the day after, we got to take part in 
Surfing and Paddle Boarding. Through the week I created closer friendships 
with girls in my group and got to reflect on how lucky I was to be a part of 
such an amazing camp. Emily Bugeja, 10 Gold

In attending camp at Lake Eildon I have developed a greater appreciation 
for the environment and a greater sense of self. By canoeing for two days 
and hiking for another two, I was able to interact with many girls who I didn’t 
know very well and develop a great bond with them in undergoing this 
challenging camp. This camp helped me further understand myself and how 
I handle challenging circumstances, as well as being a fun, enjoyable time 
spent with amazing girls. Ruby Sherwen, 10 Purple

The year level has also completed their selection for Class Leaders for 2019.

•	 10 Blue: Sophie Ehlert and Chloe Bettiss
•	 10 Gold: Emma Matthews and Ciara Miller
•	 10 Purple: Alice Tovey and Grace Hazleman
•	 10 Red: Melanie Risvanis and Matisse Dixon
•	 10 Silver: Hannah Grogan and Alessia Campagna
•	 10 Red: Aurelia Alimansjah and Maisey Lord 
•	 10 White: Livinia Thompson and Ebony Olsen.

Congratulations to all the students who applied for positions. I look forward 
to presenting the badges at our next assembly.
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Year Level News

 
 
Year 7 – 9  
Learning 
Discovery 
Leader 
Laura Geilings

During Week 5, the Year 9s spent the week 
in the city participating in the Year 9 City 
Experience and Year 9 Retreat Day. The 
experience gave students the opportunity 
to become more familiar with the city they 
live in, develop further confidence using 
public transport and explore an aspect 
of Melbourne they were interested in 
discovering more about.

On Day 1, students participated in a ‘Race 
Around the City’ where they had the 
chance to visit different aspects of the CBD, 
examining landmarks and navigating their 
way around in small teams. On Days 2 and 
3, students visited many of Melbourne’s 
attractions, from the NGV to the Shrine, 
AMCI, Old Melbourne Gaol and the Big Issue 
Classroom. All students experienced a range 
of activities so they could see the diversity of 
what Melbourne has to offer. 

On the final day of City Experience the 
students planned visits to different locations, 
where they collected research for their Inquiry 
Question Project. This task will be presented 
and shared to all Year 9 parents on Thursday 
21 March at 7 pm in the Notre Dame Building, 
so we hope to see you all there. The retreat 
day focused on the Catholic precinct of 
Melbourne where we visited Fitzroy Gardens, 

 
 

Year 9 – 
Leanne 
Anderson

ACU, St Vincent’s Hospital, St Patrick’s Cathedral, the Mary Glowrey Museum 
and the St Vincent de Paul workshop.

We would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the students’ 
achievements this week. The week presented some challenges with the 
heat but we hope all the girls really enjoyed the experience.
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Year Level News
Another fortnight has come and gone, and 
many exciting events have taken place. 

The Swimming Carnival created a great 
opportunity for the girls to socialise with 
their peers outside the classroom and also 
feel part of a team when competing for their 
House. 

Students also participated in a Humanities 
excursion, which was another fantastic avenue 
for learning and growth in the subject. 

 
 
Year 8 – 
Jordyn Frood

In the Year 8 pastoral period on Tuesday, students participated in a program 
called Girl 2 Girl. The Year 12 students volunteer their time to come into 
the Year 8 classrooms and give advice and answer questions about various 
topics. This week’s topic was Friendships and how to cope with shifts in 
friendship dynamics. 

We hope to have more of these sessions later in the year and address other 
relevant topics in a way students can relate to, coming from senior students 
who have experienced this previously.

Finally, congratulations to the recipients of Class Leader 2019 and well 
done to all those who applied:

•	 8 Blue: Tahlia Marino and Sophia Steward
•	 8 Gold: Alanah Shelley and Naya Hanna
•	 8 Purple: Amali North and Haylee Stagg
•	 8 Red: Abbey Williams and Ellexa Daskalieros
•	 8 Silver: Mia Gibellini and Rhylee Farrell
•	 8 White: Monique Brancatella and Isabella Glavan
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Year Level News
This week the Year 7s participated in 
Friendship Day, an opportunity for your 
daughters to meet new people in the year 
level, work with the counselling team on 
an informal level and learn some of the key 
tips in building and maintaining healthy 
relationships. There was a series of workshops 
that covered the following areas:

•	 relationship-building and 
understanding healthy relationships

•	 communication skills and conversation 
starters 

•	 friendship skills
•	 positive self-talk 
•	 being inclusive. 

 
 
Year 7 –  
Michelle Arnold

Each of the areas will continue to be explored across this year in our 
Pastoral program and within the Big Sister/Little Sister peer support 
program. During Friendship Day, students had their first official session 
with their Big Sisters, where they began exploring communication, 
understanding each other, and how they are going to work together as a 
group. 

Camp
Year 7 Camp will take place on Monday 25 – Wednesday 27 March. I would 
like to communicate a few points for camp:

•	 Medication – if your daughter takes medication please provide the 
medication in a labelled bag with the instructions and dosages

•	 Day 1 lunch – on the first day your daughter will need to bring her 
own lunch that she will have on arrival at the Summit 

•	 Phones will not be used on camp – this includes for photos. Students 
can bring a camera if they wish to take photos. Staff will have school 
mobiles if your daughter needs to contact you while on camp.

Please ensure that your daughter packs some plastic bags for her dirty or 
muddy clothes. 

If you have any questions in regards to camp please contact your 
daughter’s homeroom teacher or myself. 
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Domain News
It has been pleasing to see our College 
theme for 2019 ‘Welcoming Each Other’ 
come to life in Religious Education classes.

It is hoped that our Year 7 students are 
feeling a sense of welcome as they explore 
the concept of ‘Belonging’. Through this, they 
are currently learning about our founders, 
Theodore and Alphonse Ratisbonne, the 
formation of the Sisters of Our Lady of Sion, 
and the history of their new community, Our 
Lady of Sion College, Box Hill. The students 
are also busily preparing different parts of 

 
 
Religious 
Education –
Anna Gionfriddo
the Year 7 Family Eucharist, which is being held on Wednesday 13 March, 
and will be another beautiful opportunity to welcome new families into our 
community.

Through the concept of ‘Identity and Diversity’, the Year 10 students are 
considering how one’s identity can shape a person and the importance of 
developing an understanding and respect for diversity found in our world 
today. They are currently studying the monotheistic faiths of Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam and are reflecting on their own experiences and 
the importance of welcoming others from different faith and cultural 
backgrounds.

A new addition to Year 12 school-based RE this year has been for students 
to visit Blue Cross Box Hill. This positive experience allows for students to 
spend time with the residents through round-table discussions, playing 
games, or helping with crosswords and Scrabble. It is wonderful to have the 
opportunity for students and residents to welcome and get to know one 
another in this way. 

2019 College Theme Competition
Each year to help the College celebrate its theme, students are 
asked to create an artwork that provides a visual connection to what 
they interpret our theme to look like. In 2019 our College theme is 
Welcoming each other. We accept entries in a variety of art mediums 
including – but not limited to – paintings, illustrations, sculptures, 
collages, ceramic, fabric and digital pieces. The works will then be 
exhibited at the College for Open Day after which we will award:

•	 a Visual Arts winner, as selected by the Visual Arts 
Representatives

•	 a Liturgical Winner, as awarded by the Liturgy Representatives 
and Mr McInerney, Deputy Principal – Faith and Mission

•	 works that receive the most votes in our Students’ Choice and 
Teachers’ Choice categories. 

Please encourage your daughters to take up this opportunity to 
involve themselves with this cocurricular program at the College. 
Entries close 13 March and entry forms can be collected from the 
Visual Arts Office. 
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Domain News
Year 10 Geography 
Fieldwork
On 20 February we went on a Geography 
excursion to the Mornington Peninsula. We 
spent our time going to a range of places 
like the Quarantine Station for a Marine 
presentation, London Bridge, Portsea front 
beach, Koonya ocean beach and Gunnamatta 
surf beach. After visiting these places, we 
had a clear understanding of the damage 
that humans are causing to the environment. 
Allison Boscariol, 10 White

 
 
Humanities –  
Sarah Chalmers

During our excursion, we learned a lot of new and exciting things that 
enabled us to understand the area that we were studying and learn about 
the different animals, characteristics and changes of the terrain and various 
management strategies that could be implemented to help improve the 
state of our environment. The most surprising thing I learned during this 
field trip is that approximately 90% of the marine species in Port Phillip Bay 
are not found anywhere else in the world. Jordan Olubas, 10 Red

The Geography excursion was so interesting to learn about urban 
development over time and how this has impacted the coastal environment. 
We also learnt about the importance of vegetation on sand dunes and we 
saw the impact on the environment and erosion when the vegetation wasn’t 
there. Chloe Bettiss, 10 Blue

Last week’s learnings will definitely influence the decisions I make in my 
everyday life. It was a significantly eye-opening experience as I did not 
realise how much attention some of our coastlines are in need of. From now 
on, when I am walking along the beach, I am going to look out for any plastic 
and remove it. I’ll make sure to look out for vegetation that may be around 
and make an effort to not stand on it and I will never slide down another 
sand dune again. Jessica Scida, 10 Silver
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Domain News
Project Compassion

The College community is proud to be 
once again supporting the work of Caritas 
Australia in their annual fundraiser ‘Project 
Compassion’. This year’s theme ‘Give Lent 
100%’ invites us all to consider how our 
efforts during this Lenten season to donate, 
pray and perhaps go without something 
can impact the lives of those around us and 
bring hope to each other and communities.

We are reminded of the power of giving with 
Caritas’ first story for Lent: 

Twelve-year-old Thandolwayo would 
walk seven kilometres each day to collect 
contaminated water for her family. It looked 
like she would never realise her hope of 
finishing her education and becoming a 
nurse, until a Caritas Australia supported 
project created access to clean water, 
helping Thandolwayo to stay at school and 
achieve a future full of hope.

Lent officially began on Wednesday this 
week, and donation boxes have been 
placed in all homerooms and our College 
fundraising page has been set up. Students 
are encouraged to give all they can, in 
donations and prayer throughout Lent, to 

 
Social Justice 
Coodinator –  
Lucy Miotello

 
Social Justice 
Coordinator –  
Rebecca Bennett

assist in the work of Caritas around the world. Members of the College 
community wishing to donate can do so through the following link: https://
lent.caritas.org.au/ourladyofsion. 

We would like to thank the staff and students who have already shown 
their support of Project Compassion in participating in our Shrove Tuesday 
fundraiser, which raised $325. This donation is enough to provide the initial 
training course for a rural midwife who can help mums in Bangladesh to 
safely give birth to their babies.

Variety Children’s Charity

Year 12 students Maggie Stephens, Alessia Zuccala & Emily Pasquini 
recently had their hair cut to donate (over 30 cm). On the day, they had a 
Silent Auction for the Variety Children’s Charity, which aims to empower 
Australian children who are facing challenges with sickness, disability or 
being disadvantaged. The girls together have raised over $2,900.

Salvation Army Lighthouse Café 

The Salvation Army Lighthouse Café posted this photo on Instagram, 
thanking Our Lady of Sion students for their generosity. 

The sock donation was the initiative of a group of Year 9 Silver girls 
on City Experience: Sophie Ciavarella, Jessica D’Alessandro, Siena Di 
Giandomenico, Natasha Godino and Elise Hosie. For their inquiry project 
for Ayin, they have chosen to research homelessness in Melbourne. They 
had heard how beneficial socks can be in terms of keeping warm when 
sleeping rough, and took the socks to the Lighthouse Café. 

I met the girls later to take them to Saint Mary’s House of Welcome and if 
they were anything like they were there at the Salvos, they showed genuine 
concern and interest in the plight of Melbourne’s homeless, asked great 
questions and sought solutions they could be a part of.

Sion Day Fundraiser – 
Bunnings BBQ! 
Please come along to Box Hill 
Bunnings on Sunday 10 March 
between 9.00 am and 4.00 pm to 
purchase a sausage or cold drink in 
support of our Sion Day fundraising 
efforts for the San Luis Lumad 
Community High School in the 
Philippines. 

https://lent.caritas.org.au/ourladyofsion
https://lent.caritas.org.au/ourladyofsion
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Domain News
We were very excited to receive the delivery 
of a full class set of new sewing machines at 
the end of 2018, ready for use by our Textiles 
and Studio Arts students at the beginning of 
2019. The Year 7 Textiles classes have been 
developing their skills, sewing on paper, 
and they are about to graduate to fabric and 
thread! These skills will be put to great use 
when the students embark on their major 
projects later this term.

Some of the Year 7s said:

 
 
Technologies - 
Dale Hunter

We learnt how to use the sewing machine and go fast with the foot pedal. 
Caitlin Corbally, 7 Orange.
I learnt how to use a sewing machine properly and how to turn it on.  
Emma Sedony, 7 Orange.

 

Drama
We have had a wonderful start to the year in Drama, with auditions and 
our first rehearsal of our Senior Play for 2019 You Can’t Take It with You.

We have a fantastic cast of girls who are already embracing the accents, 
humour and frivolity of the Sycamore and the Kirby families, as they lead 
their very different lives.

The cast will be rehearsing every Tuesday and Wednesday after school 
and the production will be staged in the Miriam Theatre on Thursday 23, 
Friday 24 and Saturday 25 May.

We invite all students and families to attend this special event on the 
Sion Calendar.

Our classes have seen girls working hard and embracing the skills and 
challenges of the Drama classroom. It has been especially pleasing 
to see the enthusiasm and growing confidence of our Year 7 classes – 
many of whom have never studied Drama before.

Our Year 11 and 12 class are very excited to be attending their first 
professional production for the year today. We will be travelling into the 
city to attend a non-naturalistic performance entitled Yellow Wallpaper. 
The girls will then complete written analysis work on this play in 
preparation for their final exam.

We will also be attending a Top Acts excursion and a second 
performance for analysis – a busy start for our hard-working seniors.
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In Year 9/10 Art students are being inspired by Landscape artists of their 
choosing and recreating their works inspired and informed by research 
that the girls have undertaken. Students focus specifically on relevant 
background information of an artist, an overview of the imagery, themes 
and ideas which are explored in the artist’s works, and analyse how they 
communicate ideas through the artwork.

 
 
Arts –  
Natasha Borg

Jessica Downes, 9 Gold 
Landscape images of our chosen artist

ZART Art Exhibition
We are very proud to have our students’ work featured in the gallery at Zart 
Art in Box Hill. The exhibition showcases the following range of artworks 
from 2018 Our Lady of Sion students. 

Our talented Year 8 Art students researched and then created insect 
specimens that were Lino-printed, cut out and mounted using pins to 
recreate a museum-like display.

Year 11 Visual Communication and Design students followed a design brief 
to create skateboard deck designs using Adobe Illustrator. These designs 
were then printed on Vinyl and the students were required to apply the 
Vinyl wrap to their skateboards. 

Self-portraits in the style of Carla Fletcher were created by Year 9 and 10 Art 
students. This involved a pencil-rendered drawing combined with collage 
and a painted background.

The gallery is open to the public to view at Zart Art, 4/41–43 Lexton Road, 
Box Hill. Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 8.30 am – 5.00 pm, as 
well as Thursday, 8.30 am – 6.30 pm, and Saturday, 9.00 am – 2.00 pm. The 
exhibition of works will close on Saturday 23 March 2019. 

  

 

Alexandra Coleman, 9 Purple 
Landscape painting of an Artist we have chosen



16 Our Lady of Sion College Newsletter | Edition 3, 8 March 2019

Domain News
Music Representatives for 2019

Congratulations to the following girls who 
have been appointed Music representatives 
for 2019. Their responsibilities involve helping 
organise and run special performances, 
support the Year 7 Music Program and 
participate in Music to the max! They are:

•	 Year 8: Taline Gaudion, Ella Curry
•	 Year 9: Emma Quinlan, Chelsea Lim
•	 Year 10: Megan De Bolfo, Annie Squires
•	 Year 11: Nicola Gaudion, Kiara Foneska
•	 Year 12: Chelsea Elder (OLSC Music 

Captain)

 
 
Music –  
Martin Macaulay

International Women’s Day

Congratulations to all the Music Leaders, led by Chelsea Elder, who 
organised the Open Mic performance in the Piazza on Friday 8 March.

Term 1 Music Soiree – Save the Date

The Term 1 Music Soiree will be held on Tuesday 26 March @ 5.00 pm in the Miriam Theatre. Girls involved in the 
instrumental program and some smaller chamber groups will be performing that evening.

Year 7 Music Ensemble Rehearsals

All Year 7 students have been allocated an instrument (or voice) and have started specialised tuition in their music 
groups. Parents are asked to please take note of the ensemble rehearsal times (all rehearsals are in the Miriam 
Theatre).

•	 Brass (Trumpet, French Horn, Trombone and Euphonium), Percussion and Woodwind (Flute, Clarinet, 
Saxophone & Double Reed) students are in one of the concert bands that rehearse on Monday mornings 
or Tuesday afternoon. The Monday morning group will start on Monday 18 March 7.30 – 8.30 am and the 
Tuesday afternoon group starts on Tuesday 12 March 3.30 – 4.30 pm

•	 Strings (Violin, Viola, Cello) students start the Year 7 Junior String ensemble on Wednesday 13 March  
3.30 – 4.30 pm

•	 Voice students start in the Year 7 Choir and have already started their Friday morning rehearsals.
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Sports –  
Katrina 
Gurciullo

GSV Preliminary Swimming and 
Diving Carnival 

On Monday 4 March, the Swimming and 
Diving squad headed off to MSAC for the 
GSV Preliminary Swimming and Diving 
Carnival. Starting warm up at 8.00 am, it was 
a long day full of races and girls trying to beat 
their personal goals. The competition was 
extremely tough but we could not have been 
any prouder of the team and their efforts. The 
girls have been attending multiple training 
sessions – both in the pool and the gym - 

each week for around a month, and their hard work was very evident in the 
pool. Both the swimmers and divers gave their absolute best and did an 
amazing job at representing our school.

Eleven girls from a range of year levels competed in the diving competition. 
Everyone was amazing and gave it their best shot. Congratulations to 
Tilly Rae (10 Silver) and Bianca Morris (7 Purple) for both coming third in 
their respective competitions. Also congratulations to the whole squad for 
coming fifth out of all the schools that competed! Now back to training and 
getting ready for the GSV Division 2 competition!

Weekly Sport Results - Round 2:

Senior Intermediate Junior

Indoor Cricket Sion (100) def 
by Lowther Hall 
(162)

Sion A (160) def 
Camberwell (85)
Sion B (172) def 
Camberwell (154)

Sion A (160) def 
Lauriston (105)
Sion B (109) def 
Lauriston (69)

Softball Sion (4) 
defeated by 
Loreto (19)

Sion A (13) def 
Lowther Hall (4)
Sion B (9) def by 
Lowther Hall(11)

Tennis Sion (5-35) 
defeated 
Ivanhoe (3-34)

Sion (4-32) def 
Fintona (0-4)

Sports Star of the Week

Victoria Gallagher, 10 Blue

Victoria has been a committed member of the Swimming and Diving team 
during all her years at the College. She has shown outstanding commitment 
to the program, consistently attending training during early mornings 
and putting in the work to improve her swimming technique enormously. 
Victoria’s dedication has meant that she has improved out of sight in the 
area of Swimming and this was evident at recent training meets and our GSV 
Preliminary Swimming Carnival. Her attitude and willingness to put in the hard 
work has been fantastic and the results are now showing. Well done Victoria!
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Reminder: Carnival Sport points

A small reminder that in order to ensure fairness when awarding Sport 
Colours for Carnival sports, we have a 10-point system in place for these 
sports. When participating in Swimming/Diving, Cross Country, and 
Athletics, all students must accrue 10 points per sport (and participate in at 
least one Carnival for the nominated sport – Preliminary or Championship) 
in order to receive their colour (3 points) for that particular sport. 
The following will contribute toward the ten points*:

•	 GSV Carnival – 4 points
•	 Training meet – 3 points
•	 Training (pool/track/running sessions or Strength and Conditioning 

sessions in the LHC) – 1 point
*Must represent the College in at least one GSV Carnival to be eligible for a 
colour in this sport. 

House Swimming Carnival
On Thursday 21 February, the House Swimming 
and Diving Carnival produced some fantastic 
House spirit once again. 
Carmel House managed to win the Swimming 
trophy for a remarkable 20th year in a row! This 
is quite an amazing feat. Every year we imagine 
that another house will triumph but the Carmel 
girls seem to be able to participate in greater 
numbers than any other house and therefore 
acquire more points. Well done Carmel! 
Loreto House took out the Cheering trophy 
with a wonderful display of House Spirit. 

Lourdes House won the Novelty activities and Fatima House prevailed in the 
Volleyball. 
The day was a terrific success thanks to the enthusiasm of our students and 
the organisation of our wonderful 2019 House Captains. 
We congratulate our Year Level Champions and Runners Up – these 
students will be recognised at their individual Year Level assemblies shortly:

YEAR 
LEVEL CHAMPION RUNNER UP

7 Olivia Gallagher Mia Arnberger

8 Paige Semple Emilia Rottura

9 Sarah Zhang Louise Pollard

10 Imogen Van Rensburg Rose Laidlaw

11 Saskia Nannes Jenna Hart 

12 Jessica Pon Lily Michelangeli

Congratulations must also go to the following students who broke the 
following Sion records:

•	 Sarah Zhang, Year 9 – 50m Freestyle (28.93), 50m Backstroke (32.81), 
50m Butterfly (30.55)

•	 Imogen Van Rensburg, Year 10 – 50m Breastroke (39.49)

Well done to all students who participated, in particular the Year 12 House 
Leaders and Sport Captains Lucy David and Isabelle Rebecca for their 
leadership of the day. We look forward to the House Athletics Carnival in 
Term 2!

OVERALL HOUSE SWIMMING 
CHAMPIONS 2018

Carmel  -  1656
Fatima  -  1391

Lourdes  -  1013
Loreto  -  985

House –  
Jaclyn Taylor
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Never give up on a dream because of the time 
it will take to accomplish it, the time will pass 
anyway.

Earl Nightingale (Author)
Students and families can find the Fortnightly 
Careers newsletter at   
www.olsccareers.com/?page=newsletter.
In this fortnight’s newsletter there is 
information relating to:

 
Careers –  
Brooke O’Hara

•	 Vogue Australia – fashion, beauty, living, travel, celebrity, culture, 
wedding

•	 Taste magazine – recipes, cooking, health, baking, entertaining, 
menus

•	 Mindfood – recipes, health, community, travel, celebrity, puzzles, 
competitions

•	 Teen Breathe – health, happiness, life, goals, dreams, activities, 
reflections, philosophies

•	 Audrey Daybook magazine – wellbeing, community, food, craft, travel, 
puzzles, book reviews, culture, recipes, lifestyle.

All students are welcome to come in and peruse the magazines – and they 
can be borrowed!

Premier’s Reading Challenge
Please keep your eyes peeled for the 2019 Premier’s Reading Challenge, 
starting soon. We will notify students when we have logins to begin the 
challenge. We look forward to seeing who will read the most books in each 
year level, and don’t forget, there is a lunch reward for those students who 
complete the challenge!

eBooks
The library put out another survey last week to all students, to gauge 
interest in the borrowing and reading of eBooks through the library. The 
majority of students have shown an interest in the library providing eBooks 
to borrow, in fiction, nonfiction, and even magazine format.

We will look into what is available for schools and will let you know the 
outcome. 

Magazine subscriptions
The Library did a survey in late 2018, 
asking students from all year levels about 
magazines and what subscriptions they might 
be interested in. From the results, we have 
subscribed to:

•	 Bella Rae magazine – an independent 
magazine for young women wanting 
to change the world; follow them on 
Instagram

•	 Empire magazine – film reviews, 
celebrity interviews, television

 
 

Learning 
Resource Centre 
– Talei Valucava

•	 Upcoming Events – Inside Monash Seminar Series, La Trobe 
Experience Clever

•	 Career in the Spotlight – Brand Manager
•	 Things to Consider – 2019 Work Experience, National Youth Science 

Forum, Year 12 Career Appointments, Year 12 ADF Gap Year, UCAT 
reminder

•	 Research ideas – Employment Projections.

http://www.olsccareers.com/?page=newsletter
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Our Lady of Sion College warmly invites you to see how  
your daughter will embrace life at Sion.

We look forward to welcoming you to our College.

1065 Whitehorse Road, Box Hill  
03 9890 9097 | www.sion.catholic.edu.au

College Open Day
Tuesday 19 March 2019 

2.30 – 6.30 pm
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Year 7 Meet, Eat & Mingle
 

Our Lady of Sion College Parents’ Association  
warmly invites parents of our Year 7 community to the  

Year 7 Meet, Eat & Mingle.

 Enjoy a relaxing evening meeting other 
parents and guardians from your daughter’s year.

Our College Principal, Tina Apostolopoulos, will be joining us.

Friday 29 March 2019, 7.00 pm 
Bucatini Restaurant 

454 Whitehorse Road, Mitcham

$15.00 per head, includes finger food,  
drinks available at bar prices

RSVP: Friday 22 March 2019 
Bookings: www.trybooking.com/464131 

Enquiries: Caroline Athey, Secretary, carolineathey02@gmail.com

 

This event is proudly subsidised by the 
Our Lady of Sion College Parents’ Association

OUR LADY OF SION COLLEGE
Year 7 Family Eucharist

The Parents’ Association welcome all Year 7 families to the Year 7 Family Eucharist to be held on 

Wednesday 13 March 2019 @ 7:00 pm
in the Louise Humann Centre

This is a signifi cant celebration in the life of our Year 7 students and their families and 
we look forward to seeing everyone on the evening.

The Parents’ Association will be providing a light supper following the Eucharist.

CONFIRMATION PROGRAM 
2019

Confirmation Preparation Classes for children at 
Catholic or State Schools will begin on 

Tuesday 19 March @ 7pm – 8pm  
in the Friars Room at 

St Francis Xavier Church 
1087 Whitehorse Rd, Box Hill. 

Classes will run until Tuesday 21 May, excluding 
school holidays (a total of 8 classes). 

Confirmation is on Thursday 23 May at 6.30 pm. 
Further details and an application form are on the 

website:www.scsfx.org.au  
Enquiries: boxhill@cam.org.au or 9890 2231.

http://www.scsfx.org.au/
mailto:boxhill@cam.org.au
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 
Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist 
beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student 
will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun 
activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the Government’s 
commitment to breaking the link between a student’s background and their outcomes. 

 
CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS       
FUND (CSEF) 
School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great 
outdoors, excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how the 
world works and sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership.  All 
are part of a healthy curriculum. 

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families 
to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities. 
 
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary 
foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration 
category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The 
allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to 
camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 
 

The annual CSEF amount per student is: 

• $125 for primary school students 

• $225 for secondary school students 

 
 

  
  

MORE INFORMATION 
For more information about the CSEF visit 
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 

 
HOW TO APPLY 
New applicants should contact the school office to   
obtain a CSEF application form or download from 
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef  

If you applied for the CSEF at your child's school in 
2018, you do not need to complete an application 
form in 2019 unless there has been a change in your 
family circumstances.  
You only need to complete an application form if any 
of the following changes have occurred: 

 new student enrolments; your child has 
started or changed schools in 2019 or you 
did not apply in 2018. 

 changed family circumstances; such as a 
change of custody, change of name, 
concession card number, or new siblings 
commencing at the school in 2019. 

 

Check with the school office if you are unsure. 
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L I V E  M U S I C  •  H I G H - I M P A C T  T A L K S  •  P R AY E R  •  C R E A T I V E  S P A C E S  
M I S S I O N  E X P O  •  W O R K S H O P S  •  S P O R T  •  E N T E R T A I N M E N T  •  F O O D

REGISTRATION ESSENTIAL 
www.risemelbourne.com

Contact: hello@risemelbourne.com

SPONSORED BY

ARCHBISHOP
COMENSOLI
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CUMBO

JOSH
ANGRISANO

SATURDAY 23 MARCH 2019
PENOLA CATHOLIC COLLEGE
29 GIBSON ST, BROADMEADOWS
AGES 16 - 25  •  KICK OFF 10AM

Featuring
special guests
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