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IMPORTANT DATES 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Mon 26 Nov 

 

Sion Smart Start Ends 

Tue 27 Nov Year 10 & 11 Last day 

Eucharist and Awards Ceremony 

Wed 28 Nov Sion One Day (Year 7 2019) 

 

Duke of Edinburgh 2019 

Information Evening for Current 

Year 9 parents and students 

Miriam Theatre @ 7:00pm 

Thu 29 Nov Year 7 2019 Orientation Day 

Fri 30 Nov Ayin Mind, Body & Soul Day 

Week A 

Thu 6 Dec Night of Excellence 

LHC @ 7:00pm 

Fri 7 Dec Year 7 to 9 Last day and 

Eucharist 

Students dismissed @ 1:00pm 

Fri 14 Dec Teaching staff finish 

Fri 21 Dec College Office closes 

2019 

Mon 21 Jan  

 

College Office re-opens 

Fri 1 Feb Students Year 7 to 12 commence 

Term 1 

Week B 

Newsletter 
The Our Lady of Sion College 

1065 Whitehorse Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Tel: 9890 9097  Fax: 9899 1456 

Email: info@sion.catholic.edu.au 
PRINCIPAL: Mrs Tina Apostolopoulos 

College Theme 2018 – Rejoice in God’s Love 

 

From the Principal 
 
 
 
 
 

The usual rhythm of a school at this time of the year is very evident at Our Lady 
of Sion as we farewell our senior girls and welcome our 2019 Year 7 families 
and students. Both groups are coming to the end of a particular way of being 
and experiencing a significant milestone in their lives. They look forward to a 
future with a sense of excitement but perhaps a little trepidation as well. 
Change can bring about feelings of loss and uncertainty but they also herald a 
sense of hope, a sense that all will be well if we remain open to possibilities 
and new opportunities, and recognise that in all its joys and imperfections, life 
is a very sacred gift. 
 
We formally welcomed our 2019 Year 7 students at a recent information 
evening and together with students who will join us in other year levels, we look 
forward to seeing them again at our Orientation days next week.  
 
This week we have farewelled the Class of 2018 after what has been almost 
three weeks of written exams. I would like to congratulate them for their 
commitment and dedication in taking every opportunity to perform at their best. 
Many have maintained the same routine of coming to school to complete 
further revision and practice exams, to seek feedback and support each other 
in study groups, and they have done this right until the end. Well done to all our 
Year 12 students and also to Year 11 students who completed a Units 3 and 4 
study this year. For Year 12 students, this period culminated with a graduation 
dinner with their parents/guardians and staff on Thursday evening. We 
celebrated the conclusion of their secondary education and enjoyed each 
other’s company as a Sion community for the final time.  

 

Though your destination is not yet clear - You can 
trust the promise of this opening; 
Unfurl yourself into the grace of a new beginning that 
is one with your life’s desire 
Awaken your spirit to adventure. 
Hold nothing back, learn to find ease in risk. 
Soon you will be home in a new rhythm - For your 
soul senses the world that awaits you. 

            
       John O’Donoghue 



 

2     Our Lady of Sion College Newsletter |  Edition 18, 23 November 2018 

 

From the Principal... 

 
I would like to farewell our Class of 2018 as they celebrate this wonderful time in their lives and wish them every success 
in the future. To our Class of 2018 parents and guardians, thank you once again for your support over the last six years.  

 
The coming weeks will also begin to wind down quickly. Year 10 and 11 exams have now concluded and Smart Start has 
well and truly begun. This is an invaluable opportunity for our Year 10 and 11 students to reflect on this year and prepare 
for the requirements of VCE next year. Next week we will celebrate our final Year 10 and 11 Eucharist together and to this 
end, I wish all our Year 10 and 11 students a restful summer break and most importantly I hope you have a very Happy 
Christmas. Stay safe and I look forward to seeing you in the new year. 

 
Tina Apostolopoulos 
College Principal 
 
 



3       Our Lady of Sion College Newsletter  |  Edition 18, 23 November 2018 

 

 

 

Deputy Principal  

Faith and Mission 

Christmas Hampers 
If anyone was to walk into our chapel at the moment, they would notice a whole lot of washing 
baskets – almost full of food and presents. Each class across the school is contributing to 
transforming these baskets into Christmas Hampers that we will donate to the local St Vincent De 
Paul society to distribute to needy families at Christmas. 

 
During Chapel prayer this week, I asked the girls if they know why we are giving the hampers? (Not 
all schools do it so why are we doing it?) 

  
“Why are we giving Christmas Hampers to SVDP?” I asked. 
  

There were a variety of responses – all wonderful and thoughtful of others. However, it was one girl’s response from Year 7 
that seemed to fully understand. She said that it was because of the Sisters of Sion! She stated that because the Sisters 
set up this school to care for others, we should do the same! Such wisdom and understanding from someone so young! 
  
We then explored the opening of our College Mission Statement: 
  

Mission Statement 
Our Lady of Sion College is a Catholic College where 
young women are encouraged to live in fidelity to the 
Word of God known in the Scriptures and the life of 
Jesus. These young women inherit the tradition of the 
Church and the Sisters of Our Lady of Sion, which calls 
them to actively seek to transform the world. 

  
One of the girls was unsure about the meaning of ‘fidelity’. We clarified that it was to 
be faithful to what this school actually stands for – as a Catholic and Sionian school. 
  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
  
Luke 6  
37 

“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not 
condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and 
you will be forgiven; 

38 
give, and it will be given to you. A 

good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running 
over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give 
will be the measure you get back.” 

  
 
John McInerney 
Deputy Principal – Faith and Mission 
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Deputy Principal  

Learning and Teaching 

Congratulations to our VCE students who have completed their final examinations with confidence 
and commitment. Likewise, Year 10 and Year 11 students have concluded their examinations and I 
encourage them to reflect on the outcomes in coming weeks. It is crucial that these conversations 
and reflections focus on feedback, not just the grade or mark.  
 
Booklists 2019 
Just a reminder of important dates for collection of books.  
 
Year 9–12  Collection: Monday 10 December, 3.30pm – 5.30pm in the Louise Humann Centre 
 
Year 7 & 8  Due:  Friday 30 November 
  Collection: Thursday 13 December, 3.30pm – 5.30pm in the Louise Humann Centre 

 
Please note that uncollected book packages will be returned to Campion and will not be available at the College 
after each Collection date. For more information or further assistance please visit the Campion 
www.campion.com.au/support-help/support-for-parents/ 
 
Affirmation 
There are many ways that students are affirmed for their achievements and efforts at Our Lady of Sion. College Colours 
has concluded for 2018 as we plan for presenting Academic, Arts, House, Sion Community Spirit and Sport Colours in 
various ceremonies in the coming weeks. Parents and guardians will be informed via email a few days before each event if 
their daughter is receiving an award at an event below. 
 
Year 10 and 11 Awards Ceremony  Tuesday 27 November 
Year 7 – 9 Awards Ceremony   Monday 3 December 
Night of Excellence    Thursday 6 December 
 
While it is important to acknowledge students who have achieved a certain level in Colours, I would like to commend all 
students for their contribution to College life. 
 
Semester 2 Academic Reports 
Semester 2 Academic Reports will be available on Edumate on Wednesday 12 December. As there is a large volume of 
reports to generate on Edumate, reports become available progressively throughout the day. This means that you may be 
able to access one daughter’s report before you can access another. We ask for your patience on this day and that you try 
again later. However, if you still cannot access your daughter’s report by Thursday 13 December, please contact the 
College Reception.  
 
If you have a question about specific subject reports please contact the subject teacher directly either via email or 
by calling the College before 9.30am on Friday 14 December. Teaching staff will commence their summer break 
from this date and may not be able to get back to you before the start of the new year. 
 
Best wishes for the fortnight ahead. 
 
Michelle Rangelov 
Deputy Principal – Learning and Teaching 
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Deputy Principal 

Student Wellbeing 

Supporting Girls’ Social Development in Single Sex Schools 
 
Parents who have chosen Our Lady of Sion College for their girls often state that single sex 
education is important to them.  A single sex school offers the chance to customise the 
curriculum and often helps girls build learning confidence away from the attention seeking and 
dominate behaviours of some boys.  
 
Students at Our Lady of Sion College also have the advantage to fill all roles of leadership and 
venture into all areas of the curriculum, including mathematics and sciences, without feeling 
labelled as tomboys. Single sex schools aim to deliver a more tailored teaching and learning 
experience than might be possible in a co-educational environment.  However; it is still important 
that our students have contact with boys so as to ensure that they develop a balanced view of 
the opposite sex and can build sound social skills.  

Our Lady of Sion College enables our students to meet boys during activities such as the Year 9 and 10  Social and Year 
10 Ballroom but the main responsibility to support social development in this area rests understandably with parents.   
 
Parents are best placed to determine the social needs of their daughter and ensure that activities suit their daughter’s 
interests.  If your daughter has lots of brothers and has a chance to mix with their friends, there may be little need to 
supplement with more mixed social experiences.  If your daughter is an only child or from an all-girl family, parents may 
want to increase their daughter’s contact with boys so as to allow her to build confidence and improve communication 
skills. 
 
Parents could look at introducing their daughter to a mixed social environment by looking for activities that include their 
daughter’s interests.  Encouraging your daughter to join mixed sporting teams, get a part-time job, learn to dance, martial 
arts groups or parish youth groups are great ways to get your daughter building social skills and making friends with both 
genders.  Daughters learn a lot about boys and gender roles from the way their family works.  Parents should make sure 
that chores around the house do not have a gender bias and that Dads are mindful to spend plenty of time with their 
daughter talking about a range of subjects not just school. Dads often set the bar by which a girl will measure their 
relationships with males. 
 
As girls move from being children to young woman it is natural for them to want to spend time getting to know and 
befriend the opposite sex.  It is important that they have practice setting boundaries and managing these new types of 
friendships.  The best way to do this is in a supportive atmosphere where parents are aware of what is happening and 
based around common interest rather than just socialising for the sake of it. If your daughter is unusually anxious about 
socialising in mixed social groups, a call to one of the school counsellors could be very helpful.  
 
Christine Kralj 
Deputy Principal – Wellbeing 



6       Our Lady of Sion College Newsletter  |  Edition 18, 23 November 2018 

 

 

 

Year Level News 

Year 8 

This week in Pastoral we had 12 students prepare and present their speeches in front of the 
whole year level for the role of SRC 2019. Congratulations to each of the girls who stepped out of 
their comfort zone and challenged themselves to have a go at this role. It was wonderful to see 
the passion and enthusiasm you have for the role and good luck to the girls who will receive the 
role in 2019. 
 

I would like to extend my congratulations to all of the girls who have applied for different portfolio 
leadership positions for the new year. It is fantastic to see so many students already challenging 
themselves for 2019. To the girls who have not applied for 2019 positions there will be an 
opportunity to apply for class leader in early 2019. Take a chance on yourself!  
 

I would like to thank the Year 8 2018 Leadership Team for all of the work you have done across the year. It has been 
wonderful to see you contribute to the school community in many different ways, big or small. Thank you to: 
 

Year 8 SRC:   Tahlia Florio and Maya Mannix  
 

Class leaders  
Blue:    Lily Malone and Ayla Hatfield  
Gold:    Ariana Carroll and Madison Gill 
Purple:    Jasmine Antoniou and Pavit Kelsi  
Red:    Molly Stephens and Sienna Thompson  
Silver:    Emma Hayes and Femke De Kort  
White:    Tahlia Poldermans and Amelia Corelli  
 

Portfolio Reps 
Liturgy:    Chelsea Lim and Agnes Kock 
Social Justice:  Caitlin Gorry and Charlotte Stout 
Drama:    Cara Pitruzzello and Francesca Zeccola 
Debating:   Jaimee McArdle and Hayley Sprauge 
Environment:   Rebecca Ting and Amrit Dhillon  
Music:    Charlotte Dyer and Jasmine Theuma  
Sports:    Alannah Marino and Mia Maguire  
Visual Arts:   Isobel Leonard and Holly Toop  
House Rep Carmel:  Ella Buntin and Abbey O’Connor  
House Rep Fatima:   Victoria Stone and Dana Van Der Horst 
House Rep Loreto:  Yasmin Buultjens and Lara Siriani  
House Rep Lourdes: Jessica Downes and Sophie Ciavarella   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Michelle Rudd 
Year 8 Coordinator 
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Year Level News 

Year 9 

On 8 November many of the Year 9s attended the Year 9 Social 
at St John’s Hall in Mitcham. You could really feel the buzz 
during the days leading up to the night. The social provides 
students with the opportunity to catch up, dance and meet 
students from Whitefriars College, Siena and Catholic Ladies 
College.  
 

I would like to thank the students for the mature way they went 
about the night. Hopefully it was a fun experience for everyone. 
I would also like to acknowledge all the Homeroom Teachers 
and all the other staff who volunteered to help supervise on the 
night. 

 

On 30 November, Year 9 students will be taking part in Mind Body Soul Day as part of 
Ayin. This day includes guest speakers and a wide variety of fun, hands on activities such 
as Zumba, Bollywood dancing, African drumming and yoga.  On this day students are 
expected to wear their full PE uniform and we invite students to bring a healthy lunch to 
share with their peers. More information will be provided to the students next week. 
 
Jac Canning 
Year 9 Coordinator 

Year 10 

Examinations and Smart Start 
This last fortnight has seen the examinations end and Smart Start begin.  The students have been 
impressive in their approach to both of these important elements of the Year 10 programme. The 
examinations ran very smoothly with the girls being punctual and well aware of procedures and 
expectations.  This is a direct result of the cooperation of the students during this time.   
 

Smart Start is a great opportunity for our Year 10 students who are effectively in Year 11 now. 
They have ended the year soundly, which is a credit to them and are certainly ready for the 
challenges of Year 11 in 2019.  
 

This week students have voted for Year 11 SRC leaders for 2019. I will announce the successful 
applicants in the next newsletter. 

 

Over the last two years the students have completed their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award. Many students have received 
their certificate and award to wear with pride. I would encourage those who have not completed the online log book to do so 
or come and see me and I will assist you. 
 

Final Week 
This year has been a wonderful year, full of challenges and success stories, both public and personal in nature. 
At our final assembly amongst our awards, the class leaders and our SRC representatives will present a snapshot of the 
year and all it has had to offer. Year 10 is certainly full of challenges and opportunities.   
 

After our students depart, a few students will return to help transport our Christmas boxes to Ozanam House to complete our 
gift giving in this area. The girls have been very supportive of this project. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank parents and guardians for your partnership in what has been a very busy and 
uplifting year, filled with a myriad of activities and opportunities.   
 

Paul Kerr 
Year 10 Coordinator 
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Year Level News 

Year 11 
Exams 
Congratulations to all Year 11s on the completion 
of their Unit 2 Exams and to any student doing a 
Unit 3/4 Exam. We hope this experience has 
been a positive one and a good learning 
opportunity to help prepare for the next journey 
as a Year 12 student.   
 

Smart Start 
During this time students will be exposed to their 
Unit 3/4 courses. This will include the structure, 

study design, assessments throughout the year and they will be given 
some tasks to complete over the break to help prepare for their return. 
This week is very important in giving students a head start and smooth 
transition into next year. I ask that you please support us in helping to 
remind your daughter of the importance of this week and that it is vital for 
her to receive the work prior to the break if absent at any point.  
 

If you or your daughter has any concerns over the week, please ensure to contact myself, Clare Kelly or your daughter’s 
Homeroom teacher prior to the break, so we can ensure that she is best supported in her transition.  
 

Final Week 
It has been a wonderful year full of challenges, rewards, struggles and successes. I look forward to celebrating with all 
students in their final days. It has been a pleasure working with your daughters and families over the year. I thank all 
students who had a formal leadership role and the work they have put in, but also for the contributions of the students who 
have put their hand up to help out along the year to make such a wonderful difference to us all.  
 

I wish your daughters the best of luck in their preparations over the break and look forward to continuing to work with and 
support the students in 2019. Have a safe and restful break, shared with family and friends. Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year.  
 

Lauren Amalfi 
Year 11 Coordinator 

Year 12 
 

For surely, I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare … to give you 
a future with hope. Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. 

(Jeremiah 29:11–12) 
 

Our final VCAA exams have now concluded and I would like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate each and every member of the class of 2018. The way in which you have conducted 
yourselves, supported each other and done the very best that you can, has been outstanding. 
 

All family and community members who have supported the Class of 2018 are to be equally as 
proud of what you have helped to create. 
 

The intrinsic growth that I have seen in all of our students has been amazing. The sense of positivity and sense of purpose 
have been very evident, and for this you should be proud. 
 

I hope the Class of 2018 and their families enjoyed our Valedictory dinner. It was a fitting way to celebrate the conclusion 
of their secondary education 
 

On behalf of the Year 12 Pastoral team we wish you every success and we look forward to walking with you each step of 
the way. 
 
Adam Rieusset 
Year 12 Coordinator 
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Year Level News 

Notre Dame 
As the VCAA examinations drew to a conclusion this week, I would also like to congratulate all 
VCE students for their commitment and diligence over this year. 
 
As Senior Learning Leader at Our Lady of Sion College, I have seen many accomplishments from 
our senior students. They have worked tirelessly to achieve their best in both VCE and VCAL.  I 
commend them on their efforts. 
 
On Friday 14 December our Year 12 students will receive their results and ATAR with the 
knowledge that they have worked hard and learnt so much about themselves, their subjects and 
the pathways they wish to pursue. 
 

I wish all our senior students every success in their future pathways. 
 
If students have any questions about accessing their results they can refer to the last page of the VCE Navigator:  
www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/documents/vcaanavigator_web.pdf 
 
Smart Start VCE/VCAL 2019 November 20 – 26 
Notre Dame students will complete the first week of VCE or VCAL studies during Smart Start. During this week students 
have begun tasks that will investigate their first learning outcome; they will complete homework tasks and be presented with 
the requirements of their subjects. Students will have a clear understanding of what key knowledge and skills they will be 
asked to address in their VCE/VCAL years. 
 
Students will be asked to complete homework tasks: 
 

 Year 11 students are expected to complete two hours of study per subject over the summer break; therefore, a 

Year 11 student can expect to undertake approximately 12 hours over the summer break 
 

 Year 12 students are expected to complete three hours of study per subject over the summer break; therefore, 

Year 12 students can expect to undertake approximately 15 hours of study per subject over the summer break. 
 
During the introductory assembly for Smart Start the students will have gained a greater understanding of the VCE/VCAL 
requirements. They were asked to reflect on how they learn best, what they wish to achieve in 2019 and what strategies 
they will put into place in order to reach their full potential. Edrolo also presented to the students. 
 
Subject changes 
A reminder that any subject changes must be made before the conclusion of the second week of Term 1 2019. A completed 
form and a letter of support from parents must be completed for the change to take place.  This will be considered in light of:  

 

 Pathways/courses  

 A meeting with the Senior Learning Leader  

 Timetable limitations 

 The challenges with catching up on work that would have been completed during Smart Start and holidays 

 
Clare Kelly 
Senior Learning Leader 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/documents/vcaanavigator_web.pdf
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Domain News 

Religious Education 
Term 4 is certainly moving along quickly especially for the Year 10 and 11 students who have 
completed their exams and are now into their Smart Start week. Similarly, the Year 7, 8 and 9 
students have been working very hard with their studies. 
 
The Year 7 students have explored the Catholic Church and the significance parishes play in the 
local community and beyond. They have looked at ways members of the faith community are 
involved within the parish and the opportunities given to them to support others through works of 
charity and service.  Through the Service and Ministry unit, Year 8 students have focused on the 
Principles of Catholic Social Teaching and the work of Caritas to understand that we are called to 
act to bring about justice for all people. 
 

The Year 9 students have had much rich and meaningful discussion and reflection about Christian Relationships and 
Sexuality. Through this they have explored the Catholic Church’s teachings about respect for the dignity of the human 
person, relationships, and sexuality from a Christian perspective.  
 
The focus for the remaining few weeks of term will be on the liturgical season of Advent and to learn more about the 
Alternate Gift Giving Project. The students will reflect on the positive impact they are making when supporting the work of 
the Sisters of Our Lady of Sion who work tirelessly to help those in need in the Philippines, especially poor farmers and 
their families who face many challenges in their daily lives. 
 
Anna Gionfriddo 
Religious Education Learning Leader 

Humanities 
The Year 7 Geography Fieldwork excursion caps off another 
amazing year of learning and opportunities in Humanities at Our 
Lady of Sion. In 2018, the Humanities Area has continued to 
provide students with rich learning experiences that bridge 
connections between classroom learning and the world we live 
in. An additional highlight in 2018 was the trip to the ABC’s Q & 
A, to participate as live audience members. In the Humanities 
classroom, the focus has been on fostering the further 
development of critical and higher order thinking skills to enable 
our students to become more proficient problem solvers – 

unquestionably a life skill. I would like to thank the Humanities staff and all the students 
for making 2018 such a rewarding and insightful year and I wish everyone a happy and 
safe holiday break. 
 
Student reflections from the Western Treatment Plant: 
 
During my time at the Western treatment plant the most interesting part was learning 
about where all of our waste goes. We learnt about the different steps of disinfecting the 
waste and turning it into recycled water. This helped me realise how complex our water 
system is, paired with how lucky we are to have a sustainable water supply. Charlotte 
Newton, 7 Blue. 
 
At the excursion, we learnt a lot about how Melbourne’s water has changed drastically over the years. 
In the 1880’s, just 138 years ago, Melbourne was called Smellbourne, because all the sewage was 
being dumped in the Yarra River. Thankfully, they introduced the Western Sewerage Plant in 1888 to 
combat the stench and the lack of hygiene. Now, all of the water that we drink is clean, and there is a 
ready supply for future generations. Zoe Bairamis, 7 Blue. 
 
Sarah Chalmers 
Humanities Learning Leader 
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Languages 
This year has been an extremely exciting one for the Language Department with many wonderful 
achievements. Once again, students have been provided with a variety of opportunities to 
improve their language skills through partnership programs, educational study tours to China and 
Italy, excursions, incursions, various competitions, the use of the ‘language perfect’ program and 
much more. While the school year is coming to an end, 13 students will travel overseas over the 
summer holidays to complete the year’s international partnership programs.  
 

On Thursday 29 November, three of our students, Karli Battistella, Sophie Ciardulli and Claire 
McManus as well as six students from Marcellin College will travel to Cosenza, Italy, for 
three weeks. Accompanied by Mrs Angela Bottari, an Italian teacher at Marcellin College, 
students will live with their host families and attend school at the Liceo Scientifico Statale Scorza, 
in Cosenza. 

 
On Friday 28 December, Amy-Rose Adams, Ella Barassi, Montana Brown, Annabel Buntin, Jasmine Gannon, 
Madeleine Gribble, Grace Krew, Abby Merton, Angelina Tomasi and Alice Webb accompanied by Mrs Leanne 
Anderson, will travel to Kansas City, USA, to visit their host sisters and attend our sister school “ Notre Dame de 
Sion” for three weeks.   
 
In addition to attending school, all of the Sion students participating in the partnership programs will visit historical and 
touristic sites, immerse themselves in the culture of the country and no doubt, will build lifelong friendships. We wish all the 
students on these programs a safe, joyful and successful trip.  
 
We thank Ms Bottari and Mrs Anderson for accompanying the students to Italy and USA and we wish them all the best 
during this time. Thank you to all of the Language staff for the love and passion that they have instilled into our students 
and for the invaluable contributions to what has been a very successful year.  
 
A huge thank you to our College Principal, Ms Tina Apostolopoulos, for her support of the Language Department, the 
leadership team, in particular Mrs Michelle Rangelov for her assistance throughout the year and all members of staff who 
have supported us with the different activities and programs.   
 
Finally, I would like to thank our students for their passion in learning other languages, involvement in extra-curricular 
activities and achievements in their chosen language. I would like particularly to thank the Year 12 students of Chinese, 
French and Italian for their commitment to their studies this year. We hope that all their hard work will be revealed by their 
final results and wish them all the best in their future endeavors.  
 
Gail Amato 
Languages Learning Leader 

Domain News 

From the Careers Room 

Students and families can find the Fortnightly Careers newsletter at www.olsccareers.com/?
page=newsletter. 
 

In this fortnight’s newsletter there is information relating to: 

 Upcoming events -  Monash University - MySci program. RSPCA Careers discovery day 

 Career in the spotlight - IT Manager 

 Things to consider - VTAC key dates, Year 12 change of preference period, Accessing VCE 
results 

 Research ideas - VCE Summer School programs, Careers that began in Science, Monash 
Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences website 

 
Brooke O’Hara, Careers and Pathways Counsellor 

Be so good, that they can’t ignore you. 
       Steve Martin 

http://www.olsccareers.com/?page=newsletter
http://www.olsccareers.com/?page=newsletter
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Music News 
Year 7 Music Program 
Just take a moment to think about your first year in secondary 
school. You are given an instrument that you don’t even know 
how to hold and it only seems to squeak, the sounds don’t quite 
go together, and you wonder how this will ever work. Well, the 
amazing thing is that after only 9 months in the Year 7 Music 
program, our Year 7 students have come up with a pretty 
amazing sound, together in their respective bands, and as 
individuals.  
 
Congratulations to all students who embraced their music 

studies and thank you to the families who supported them throughout the experience 
(and endured the first few weeks of the journey).  
 
We look forward to hearing our Year 7 performers continue to grow in the future 
through curricula and extra-curricula programs. There are many opportunities for 
growth in Music at Our Lady of Sion College. You can find out more and register your 
daughter for private lessons through our brochure on the College website:  Please click 
the following link to view our digital information brochure:  https://bit.ly/2RY02bN 
A link to the online enrolment form is contained within our brochure and can also be 
accessed directly via:  https://goo.gl/3ojheD 
 

Sion First Band 
Congratulations to our Sion First Band who have concluded a wonderful year of making friends and music at Our Lady of 
Sion College before starting in 2019. This program has been a great success, bringing future students from different 
Primary Schools together in a relaxed and fun atmosphere. Based on our highly successful Year 7 Instrumental Music 
Program, the Sion First Band provides after-school music tuition and ensemble participation with our expert music staff. 
 
The conclusion of the year brought great sounds and entertainment to our Miriam Theatre last week as we performed our 
end of year concert. The Year 6 students made new friends and now have more confidence in walking through the 
Cherry Gates on 1 February 2019. 
 
If you have a daughter starting at the College in 2020, you may like to consider this program as part of her transition.  
 
Any queries can be directed to the Music Office or to me directly.  

 
Joanne Heaton 
Director of Bands 

The Arts News 

https://bit.ly/2RY02bN
https://goo.gl/3ojheD
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Sports News 

Term 4 Weekly Sport results 
Well done to our GSV teams for this week. This is a great 
effort in representing the College. 
 
Intermediate Basketball  

 A Grade: Sion (27) defeated by Toorak College (34) 

 B Grade: Sion (28) defeated Toorak College (26) 

 C Grade: Sion (46) defeated Toorak College (16) 

 
Junior Basketball 

 A Grade: Sion (28) defeated OLMC (26) 

 B Grade: Sion (24) defeated by OLMC (39) 

 C Grade: Sion (24) defeated by OLMC(25) 

 D Grade: Sion (10) defeated by OLMC (40) 

 
Junior Cricket 

 Sion (130) defeated Strathcona (84) 

 
Congratulations to the Intermediate B and C basketball teams and the Junior B team 
as they head off to GSV Finals. We wish them the very best of luck!  
 
Katrina Gurciullo 
Sport Coordinator 

Sports Stars of the Week 
Mia Blezard of Year 11 is this week’s Sport Star. Mia has been an enormous contributor to 
the Sport program over the past few years and this year, her leadership of our Track and 
Field and Sports Academy programs has been exceptional. Mia is a very selfless individual 
and is always happy to give of her time and assist those around her. She is a fantastic role 
model and demonstrates great determination, all whilst being extremely humble. 
 
Well done Mia! 



14       Our Lady of Sion College Newsletter  |  Edition 18, 23 November 2018 

 

 

 

Parent News 

Learning Resource Centre 
The Premier’s Reading Challenge, which finished in September for Years 7–10, came to a 
conclusion on Wednesday 14 November with 26 students being invited to come together and 
celebrate with a pizza lunch. Mrs Apostolopoulos joined us, as did Mr McLeod, the English 
Learning Area Leader. 
 

Certificates were handed out, and the lucky top three students of each year level received a 
badge, while the top reader of each year level also received a $40 Dymocks voucher. 
 

The program was a great achievement for these students, as well as for the students who did not 
complete the challenge; at the end of the day, no matter what you read or how much you read, it is 
still valuable. 

 

Accessit – Library system 
A new library management system has been installed, called Accessit, and we obviously have so much to learn! The 
students have seen the new interface; colourful, vibrant, and much more informative than the previous system. We hope 
the students and the staff will enjoy using Accessit. 

 

Talei Valucava 
Librarian 

Our Lady of  Sion 
Parents’ Association 

 
On behalf of the Parents Association, I warmly welcome Caroline Athey to the Committee as Secretary who 
replaces Jo Reid. Caroline has been an active participant of the Association and has a daughter in Year 8 . 
 

Thank you to Jo Reid for being our Secretary for the last two years.  I sincerely appreciate her support and 
commitment and that she will continue to be a participant of the Association. 
 

Parent Association members for 2019 are as follows:  
President:  Adele Pasquini 
Vice President:  Deb Hamshaw 
Secretary:  Caroline Athey 
Treasurer:  Jackie Sloan 

 
Please mark this early entry into your 2019 Diary:  

Sion Open Day – Tuesday 19 March 2019 
 

We will require volunteers for the BBQ Stall (please ensure you have your current Working With Children Check) . 
 

Adele Pasquini 
President 


